


18 - 24 NOVEMBER 2016  #8332 EDITORIAL

Publisher and Chief Editor: Kunda Dixit 
Associate Editor: Om Astha Rai | Design: Kiran Maharjan 

 Published by Himalmedia Pvt Ltd  |  Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur | GPO Box 7251 Kathmandu 
editors@nepalitimes.com | www.nepalitimes.com | www.himalmedia.com | Tel: 01-5005601-08 Fax: +977-1-5005518   

 Marketing: Arjun Karki, Surendra Sharma  rachanas@himalmedia.com | Advertorials: Ram Krishna Banjara | Subscriptions: Santosh Aryal santosha@himalmedia.com
Printed at Jagadamba Press | 01-5250017-19 | www.jagadambapr.com

YOUR SAY
www.nepalitimes.com

Nepali Times on Facebook
Follow @nepalitimes on Twitter
Follow @nepalitimes on Instagram

Q. Should naturalised citizens be allowed to hold top 
posts  like President and Prime Minister?

Weekly Internet Poll  #833

Q. Who bears the biggest responsibility to prevent 
money from being stolen from ATM machines?

TRUMP
Donald Trump's victory is not necessarily 
bad for Nepal ('A Trump world', Om 
Astha Rai and Smriti Basnet, #832). If 
he cracks down on illegal immigrants, 
thousands of educated, skilled and 
young Nepalis will possibly return to 
Nepal. If these returnees use their 
knowledge and skills in their homeland, 
Nepal will be a prosperous country. So 
we must stop fretting about the outcome 
of the US elections.

Biswa Nepali

As an American, I apologise for 
the fear and uncertainty caused by 
our election of Trump. What is wrong 
with the US is that money rules the 
politicians, and love of money trumps 
love of people. We have many laws 
and techniques to protect rich people’s 
money, but we have no laws to protect 
poor people’s interests. I hope Nepal can 
avoid falling into the money pit on its way 
to forming a better government.

Glenn Harper

AMCHI
I would call Tibetan Medicine Sowa 
Rigpa ('I am an Amchi', Sabine Pretsch, 
#832). This is certainly what Amchis in 

Nepal want to be called. The combination 
of government support and local 
awareness program is the key for the 
survival of Sowa Rigpa. Many people in 
the villages are slowly moving to modern 
medicine, but the government, and/or 
Amichis could start a program to integrate 
both methods. This would benefi t the 
villagers more, and also strengthen Sowa 
Rigpa.

Shalav Rana

JUMLA
The government has long neglected 
Jumla ('Jumla gets nearer', Shreejana 
Shrestha, #832). Why is it not promoting 
Jumla as a tourist destination? The hot 
springs at Tatopani are the best in Nepal, 
but many do not know about it and it is in 
a bad shape. The only way to uplift Jumla 
is through tourism.

Gopal Bhusal

The road connectivity is slowly 
changing the lives of Jumlis, but there are 
several issues that need to be addressed. 
Transformation of Nepali society is not 
possible unless issues like child marriage, 
untouchability and gender equality are 
addressed. 

Malina Sunar

CONVENIENT  UNTRUTH
The emperor doesn’t like it when we point out that he is naked.

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Jumla gets nearer by 
Shreejana Shrestha

Most popular on Twitter 
Supermoon as seen from Kathmandu by 
Bikram Rai (159 retweets, 332 likes)

Most commented  
A Trump World by Om Astha Rai 
and Smriti Basnet 

Most shared on Facebook
Supermoon as seen from Kathmandu 
by Bikram Rai (129 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Supermoon as seen from Kathmandu
Seen after 70 years, the #supermoon2016 rises from behind Gauri Shankar, also 

known as Chomo Tseringma, with a stunning view of Swayambunath in the foreground in 
Kathmandu on Monday. (42,543 people reached)

Total votes: 337

countered this week with a feeble defence that his social 
network promotes a diversity of voices, and is a technology 
company and not a media one. That is a convenient untruth. 
It is like cinema hall owners saying they are not responsible 
for screening movies with incendiary content. 

As Trumpism takes hold, the mainstream media in the 
United States is questioning its adherence to the doctrine 
of false equivalence — the journalism rule under which 
reporters are required to give equal weight to both sides in 

an argument even when 
one side is deliberately 
lying to rabble rouse. The 
mantra of objectivity is 
being challenged with the 
argument that it is more 
important to be truthful 
than neutral.

This  b i t  o f  soul -
searching comes at a time 
when media everywhere 
is under siege. It has 
either been forced by 
commercialisation to 
abandon its public service 
remit ,  or  i t  is  being 
seriously challenged 
by hate content on the 
social web. In a parody of 
economic globialisation, 
much of the content of 
these US-based fake news 
sites have been outsourced 
and are manufactured 
in Macedonia or the 
Philippines. 

A s  B a r a k  O b a m a 
found out this week in 

Amulya R Tuladhar@AmulyaSir  
Just so scared he might die from the 
callous ruling elite...???!!! Let us pray he is 
successful

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
Govinda KC, who has been leading a campaign 
to reform Nepal’s medical education sector, 
announces his tenth hunger strike on Sunday. 

Kamal Parajuli@kpnpx
@nepalitimes Your authors missed the 
biggest point - geopolitical vacuum. 
With isolationist US retreating India and 
China would move in. Brace for further 
political instability at the least or absolute 
subjugation at the most.

As the shock of Donald Trump’s victory in the US 
elections gives way to dismay over his choice of 
White House staffers and the new cabinet, the rest of 

the world is reminded that western democracy has a design 
defect which tends to throw up demagogues at regular 
intervals. 

In our own neighbourhood, we have seen the rise of 
the Indian alt-right three years ago in a similar backlash 
against established dynastic parties in the world’s largest 
democracy. This year’s 
election in the Philippines 
elevated  a self-confessed 
death squad gang leader to 
the office of the country’s 
president. Turkey’s elected 
president has unleashed a 
draconian crackdown on 
dissidents. After Brexit 
and the rise of the wrong 
right across Europe, it has 
become difficult to figure 
out whether it is America 
that is following Europe’s 
lead or vice versa. Probably 
both.

Much of the blame for 
the election upset in the 
US has gone to the media: a 
post-truth mass media out of 
sync with the masses, and a 
social web hijacked by fake 
news sites. Facebook in 
particular has come under 
intense scrutiny for doing 
nothing about its toxic 
ecosystem of falsification. 
M a r k  Z u c k e r b e r g  h a s 

Athens during what was supposed to be a victory lap for 
democracy, the word ‘demagogue’ comes from the perfectly 
wholesome Greek word for ‘a leader of the people’. It took 
on a derogatory connotation because the Athens elite looked 
down on the proletariat. Demagogues today are able to 
manipulate the media at election time to whip up chauvinism 
and intolerance so that journalists who adhere to rules lose 
their relevance in this frightening Orwellian combination of 
1984 and Animal Farm. 

Mainstream newspapers and tv stations do not compete 
against each other anymore. We all compete against fanatics 
that spread hate and fear in cyberspace. The real challenge 
for us in the so-called mainstream press around the world 
is what we can do when new digital platforms become 
the tools to twist the truth. How do we find new ways to 
generate content that spreads tolerance and inclusion? Are 
we preaching to the choir? What new dissemination tools 
can we use to reach beyond our silos to those who disagree? 

The emperor doesn’t like it when we point out that he 
is naked. Power doesn’t like it when you speak truth to it, 
and power tries to intimidate and harm the messenger. 
Government agencies have become smarter. They have 
learnt that jailing journalists attracts needless international 
attention. So they have refined their methods — censorship 
today is achieved by behind-the-scenes threats which can be 
even more insidious and sinister.

It was easier to deal with old-fashioned intimidation and 
censorship. At least you knew who your enemy was, and we 
took it as our noble duty to defend democracy and the free 
press. But what do you do when the threats to press freedom 
do not happen in a totalitarian state, but in democracies 
where elected despots are the enemies of free expression.

When the central values of democracy and press freedom 
are threatened, journalists turn into activists because they are 
not just defending their own freedom, but the citizens’ right 
to know. We in the media are just the custodians of press 
freedom. 

BIKRAM RAI

Weekly Internet Poll  #834
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

DIWAKAR CHETTRI
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TRIVENI CHAND and 
PANKAJ PARAJULI



SMRITI BASNET 



LEGALESE
Binita Dahal



SHREEJANA SHRESTHA

w w w . n e p a l i t i m e s . c o m

NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.

in your lap or palm.

Watch video
nepalitimes.com
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GETAWAY



Watch video
nepalitimes.com

SAMRIDDHI RAI



MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS





OM ASTHA RAI



Afghanistan

Nepal



The Ass
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