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Q. Will water from Melamchi river flow out of 
Kathmandu's taps by September 2017?

Weekly Internet Poll  #835

Q. Do we need more than seven federal provinces in 
Nepal?

VISHNUMATI
Cleaning rivers like Bagmati and 
Vishnumati is not as diffi cult as 
people portray it to be (‘The ecology 
of worship’, #834, Rajani Maharjan). 
The pollution is recent, dating back 
maybe 40-50 years and compared 
to a river like Danube which passes 
through several countries, the actual 
polluted part of Bagmati is way too 
small and only limited within the Valley. 
It should be an easy task. The only 
thing missing, apart from the funds, is 
the political will. Maybe if government 
offi cials spend more time planning this 
than constructing an exotic walkway 
along the river bank then we can have 
a clean Bagmati/Vishnumati in no time!

Ravi Bajracharya

WOMEN FREEDOM
What Wasfi a has done is 
commendable, and I'm sure it has 
inspired many women around the 
world (‘Freedom is not free’, #834, 
Smriti Basnet). However, I feel just this 
and setting up an organisation is not 
enough to uplift the status of women 
in the society. For as long as we know, 
Nepali women have been scaling 
Everest, not once but several times. It 

has received wide accolades and media 
attention but all is temporary. It has 
not ushered in the kind of 'change' in 
perception. Yes, we need to encourage 
them to take up sports and activities 
but at the same time we also need to 
educate them. 

Swati Gurung

PRACHANDA
The world knows about Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal’s journey from revolution to 
two-time Prime Minister ('Shadowing 
Prachanda', #834, Shreejana Shrestha). 
The load shedding of Kathmandu Valley 
ended in his tenure, hats off! Now his 
utmost priority should be providing 
shelter to the earthquake victims. This 
is a real chance for him to prove that 
serving people is his fi rst priority. But 
there is no sign that he will succeed.  
                                       Bhavna Nepali

JUSTICE-IN-CHIEF 
We need to adopt the US model where 
Chief Justices can stay until their 
demise (‘Justice-in-chief’, #834, Binita 
Dahal). The terms of CJs in Nepal 
are almost at par with tenure of prime 
minister and ministers.

Ram Chaudhary 

KAKISTOCRACY
‘Government by the most incompetent elements of society’

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Shadowing Prachanda by 
Shreejana Shrestha

Most popular on Twitter 
Pencilling in Kathmandu by  
Niels Gutschow (23 retweets, 49 likes)

Most commented  
Shadowing Prachanda by 
Shreejana Shrestha

Most shared on Facebook
Freedom is not free by Smriti Basnet

Most reached on Facebook
Shadowing Prachanda by Shreejana Shrestha
A photographer’s pictorial documentation of Pushpa Kamal Dahal from 

revolutionary to two-time prime minister. (4,455 people reached)

Total votes: 322

put forward as a lollipop for the Tharu community, not 
include Kailali and Kanchanpur -- the districts with the 
highest concentrations of West Tharus? Actually we know 
the answer: because the NC’s Sher Bahadur Deuba would 
have none of it. Deuba has also insisted that Kailali and 
Kanchanpur remain in his Province 7 stronghold and not in a 
Tarai province. In the east, the dispute over the fate of Jhapa, 
Morang and Sunsari which deadlocked negotiations on the 
amendments for most of 2016 is mysteriously not an issue 
any more, again because they are the vote banks of powerful 
local politicians.

The other six points in the amendment concern the 
relaxation of rules on naturalised citizenship for foreign 
wives of Nepali nationals, recognising as official languages 
those spoken by a majority in a province, and determining the 
number of representatives from each province in the federal 
Upper House. Mixing populism and vote bank politics with 

Mahesh Paudel@mpoudyal 
Just for a photo-op? Let’s see him take a 
bus everyday or cycle to work!

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
PM Dahal goes to Singha Darbar by a new Sajha 
Yatayat bus on Sunday. Sajha Yatayat has added 30 
new buses to its fl eet.

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
Maoist-NC government registers 2nd constitution 
amendment bill, UML warns of agitation.

Amulya R Tuladhar @AmulyaSir
I welcome this!! Part of the Solution. Let us 
register how UML is a minority stand and 
isolated de jure.

The Cabinet’s endorsement of the Second 
Amendment to the Constitution has 
left no one happy. Not even its chief 

architect, Pushpa Kamal Dahal, sounds content. 
Like all compromises, the seven changes don’t 
satisfy anyone in Nepal’s zero-sum politics 
where the kakistocrats are used to winners 
taking all.

The opposition UML, still smarting from 
having being removed from power in a coup in 
August, is angling for revenge and has decided 
not to make it easy for the Maoist-Centre’s 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal to sit easily on the Prime 
Minister’s chair. The Nepali Congress, wavering 
as always, is not even able to convince its 
rank and file about the wisdom of backing the 
amendment. Defence Minister Bal Krishna 
Khand of the Congress, is openly critical of the 
amendment, especially the plan to chop his 
district in half. The Madhesis are divided about 
whether to back the Amendments, but they 
cannot be happy with the fact that their original demand for 
a single Madhes province spanning the Tarai has now been 
watered down to such an extent that it is unrecognisable. 
Prime Minister Dahal himself looks war weary, and prefers 
to issue directives to bureaucrats and hobnob with Indian 
godmen-tycoons. 

The anger is spreading, especially in the five districts 
of the mid-western mountains which have been shunted 
around like pieces in a game of Chinese Checkers. The UML 
has been the most vocal opponent of this move to take out 
five districts from Province 5, and fuse them into Province 
4. This is the UML’s heartland and the party sees it as a 
Maoist-NC ploy to dilute its vote bank. Others consider it as 
a strategic outside move to keep the plains and hills separate, 
and to cut off access of the central mountains to the Indian 
border. 

Why does Province 5, which Dahal has informally 

boundaries and languages can be volatile in an 
unstable transitional democracy like ours. But 
nothing seems to deter our male kakistocrats 
from being narrow-minded and short-sighted. 

It is clear that the amendments are more 
about gaining an upper hand in present 
power politics and ensuring future electoral 
vote banks, than an effort to address the 
real demands of the Madhesi and other 
marginalised communities for autonomy. 
The Madhesi parties are on a permanent 
agitation mode and are keeping their radical 
options open with an eye on cashing in on 
disenchantment with the constitution for local 
and provincial elections next year. 

To be sure, the reason the amendments 
look watered down could be because Dahal 
was trying to appease the UML and keeping 
its coalition partners in the Nepali Congress 
happy, while showing the Madhesi parties 
and India that he has tried his best to push the 

amendments through. In doing so, however, he appears to 
have antagonised everyone. It is unlikely that the amendment 
that has been registered will get the necessary two-thirds 
majority in Parliament without the UML, the second largest 
party in Parliament, on board. 

The long and short of it is that such arbitrary and 
inconclusive amendments, instead of steering the country 
finally towards stability and prosperity, will keep us 
tangled in day-to-day politics. It will polarise Nepali society 
further, and make local, provincial and federal parliament 
elections even more difficult to hold before the 21 January 
2018 deadline. The only solution is for the Maoist-NC 
coalition to sit down one more time with the UML and 
Madhesi parties to hammer out a sustainable and meaningful 
agreement on setting aside intractable disputes for now, and 
conduct free and fair elections. At the moment that sounds 
like a tall order.

Weekly Internet Poll  #836
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com
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SAHINA SHRESTHA

Watch video
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MICHAEL KOBOLD

PASSAGES



Watch video
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GETAWAY

Dhokaima Café, 
Beat the cold with indigenous 
cocktails at the Rukhmuni Bar. 
Patan Dhoka, (01)5522113,
dhokaimacafe@yahoo.com



Watch video
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JESSICA CORTIS 
in LANGTANG



MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

 Trailer 

nepalitimes.com

SAJHA SARARA: Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal goes to Singha Darbar by a
new Sajha Yatayat bus. Sajha Yatayat has added 30 new buses to its fl eet, which were
inaugurated by Dahal amidst a ceremony in Pulchowk on Sunday.
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