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If halfway through watching 
Atomic Blonde, the new, 
slick, action-filled, visceral, 

Charlize Theron vehicle, you feel 
a bit of déjà vu it is because the 
film is basically a remake of John 
Wick (2014), the Keanu Reeves 

instrument that revived his career 
as an action hero a few years ago; 
tailoring his talents to what the 
man is best: a blank face with the 
astonishing ability to turn grueling 
fights into balletic set pieces

Directed by David Leitch, who 
was an un-credited, co-director 
for John Wick, Atomic Blonde is a 
fast, fun, and completely explosive, 

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande
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Watch trailer online

WORK IN PROGRESS: Akihiro Nagashima, a former Japanese national football 
player and currently a popular sports news anchor in Japan, inspects rehabilitation at  
Kathmandu Darbar Square on Wednesday.

SOLAR BUYBACK: Nepal Electricity Authority Managing Director Kulman Ghising 
(centre) and ICIMOD Director General David Molden (right) inaugurate ICIMOD’s reverse 
metering  system which will send excess solar-generated energy to the national grid.

FUSION SOUL: Ani Choying Drolma performs during the ‘Songs of the Himalayas’ concert 
with Indian musicians at Rastriya Nachghar, Jamal, on Sunday. 

TOURISM TAKES FLIGHT: Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation Jitendra Narayan Dev 
inaugurates Nepal-Tourism Opportunities and Challenges Seminar, organised by Qatar 
Airways on Friday. Qatar Airways manager Jayprakash Nair (second from right) and Deepak 
Raj Joshi of the Nepal Tourism Board (left) are also in the picture. 

SETTING SON: Chairman of the CPN Maoist (Centre), Pushpa Kamal Dahal, performs the 
fi nal rites of his son, Prakash Dahal, at Pashupati on Sunday. 

BIKRAM RAI

HAPPENINGS

Atomic Blonde
unapologetic ode to the kind of 
stylised violence that gets our 
adrenaline pumping in the cinema 
without weighing overly on our 
conscience.

If you are not in the mood for it, 
don’t watch. But for those who like 
the genre, this is one of the better 
films: following the path of pulpy 
violence adorned with some of the 
best fistfight action sequences seen 
recently on cinema. 

The plot is convoluted but 
interesting enough, with Theron as 
Lorraine Broughton, an MI6 agent 
who is sent to Berlin in 1989 on 
the eve of the falling of the wall. 
She is possibly the toughest cookie 
(barring Reeves as John Wick) ever 
seen in the genre, unwavering as 
she weaves her way through the 
decadent underworld of Berlin, 
guided by her instincts and wits 
even as she is misguided by her 

fellow MI6 agent David Percival 
(James McAvoy), who has stayed 
just long enough in East Berlin to go 
thoroughly rogue.

The object of the mission – one 
that makes Broughton go atomic – is 
the recovery of a list taken from a 
murdered MI6 agent that, of course, 
has the name of every Western agent 
in the Soviet Union. Everyone is 
out to get it, for various purposes, 
and Theron’s motivations come 
into doubt as well when a double 
agent named Satchel is thought to be 
concealed within this now notorious 
list. 

Theron is spectacular as 
Broughton, an elegant, hard as 
nails weapon with a bit of heart. 
Her character is totally flat, but 
her persona is not, with the same 
incredibly stylish construction that 
made Reeves’ John Wick so very 
popular. 

Atomic Blonde was barred from 
theatres in Nepal by the censors 
due to its extreme, exhilarating 
action sequences, but also due to the 
prudishness of those who think that a 
lesbian love scene is somehow more 
“risqué” than a straight one. One can 
only imagine the looks on the faces of 
the censors while watching this wild, 
unapologetic film – but since you 
can choose for yourself as an adult, 
a decision that was, unfortunately, 
taken out of our hands, you can now 
make up your own mind.

Theron has set the tone for female 
action heroes without conceding her 
femininity. Now it remains to be seen 
if she herself and several others can 
follow and hold up in the footsteps 
of this particular, explosive, riveting, 
searingly memorable blonde. 

GOPEN RAI

QATAR AIRWAYS



QUOTE OF THE WEEK

ELECTIONS
2017



SHREEJANA SHRESTHA 
in KAVRE



Jagadamba Press
Phone: 01-5250017-18
sales@jppl.com.np
www.jagadambapress.com



The Ass


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10
	page 11
	page 12
	page 13
	page 14
	page 15
	page 16

