iNEPALI

2 - 8 February 2018

16 pages

N Tourism & Hospitality
Education

GATE

--------

N FEBRUARY 2018
PNeTRAKE

ANNOUNC NT

GATE-SHA Higher Diplomaiin
Hotel & Restaurant Management

Global Academy of

= Equivalent to Bachelor's Degree of Tribhuvan University

Visit us now or speak with our Admission counselor

{ 4376048, 4650176

|HG Academy

[GATEcollege

Mandikhatar, Kathmandu, E: info@gate.edu.np

Linked[[l] /GATE College

GATE - Because | Care !

'\u: /gate_college

[Gate_College r] fuser/GATEWEBSITEVIDEQS

avA11n

ITALY'S FAYOURITE COFFEE

Soattee: Crown Plaza - Tahathal
lavazza@subhashingalintl.com

CREATE YOUR “OWN"
ENVIRONMENT

Pivine
Wines

For Trade Inquiry | Ph.: 01-4032624 | Mob.: 9801215111

Step in tor more vaneties at

UFE STVLE

DESICN & DECOR

Show Room:
SRD Building New Plaza,
Putalisadak, Tel:4425402

T4 Hameo
‘\3 kitchen

cello

ELECTRIC LUNCH BOX

) UPTO 25%0# (

ATOM 2 ELECTRO 3/4
-Rs-2135+ Rs. 1,600/ Rs-5:335+ Rs. 4,000/~

www.hamrokitchen.com 01-4005253/4005254

AN

TRANQUILITY SDA

*Batancing Body, olind and Fpivit”

B 01-4420424

#  www.tranquilityspa.com.np

We're togéthe

espite the delay in the UML
D and Maoists pushing through
with party unification, most
Nepalis think they will, or should,
join up so that development can
be kickstarted while controlling
inflation and corruption.

This was among the responses
to the nationwide Himalmedia
Public Opinion Survey 2018
conducted last month. But a dispute
over whether UML Chair KP Oli
should be Prime Minister for a full
five-year term, or he should resign
halfway through so Maoist supremo
Pushpa Kamal Dahal can form
another government is delaying the
unification process. To complicate
things, Dahal is insisting on leading
the unified party if Oli chooses to
become PM ahead of him.

Nepal’s two largest communist
parties contested parliamentary-
provincial elections in an alliance
with a common platform that
promised to usher in an era of
stability and prosperity.

Public endorsement of the UML-
Maoist victory in elections was also
corroborated by the Himalmedia
survey results. Only 6% of the
3,612 respondents said the UML
and Maoists should not unite, 24%
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would, but 54% were positive
about left unity. Of them, 29% said
they should unite while 24% were
hopeful that they would.

However, let alone unification
and a stable government, it is
not even certain who will be the

Q. Will/should the UML and Maoists unify?

@ Will/should 53.7%
Won't/shouldn't 29.7%
@® Don't know/can't say 16.6%

For more detailed results of Himalmedia
Public Opinion Survey 2018, go to Editorial

next PM. Chances

are high that the two
parties will first form
the government, before
turning their attention
to the planned merger.
Oli and Dahal are trying
to outsmart each other
to grab more power. The
NC, two Madhesi parties
and even India are all waiting and
watching to see how, or if, the
UML-Maoist unification plays out.

When India’s External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj arrived in
Kathmandu on Thursday for a two-
day visit, UML and Maoist leaders
were in the middle of a merger
meeting which again ended without
agreement. Later in the evening, Oli
held a reception for Swaraj at the
Soaltee Crowne Plaza.

“Dahal has publicly endorsed
Oli as the next PM, but Oli is silent
about Dahal’s demand that he be
made the unified party’s chair,”
explains NC leader Abhishek
Pratap Shah. “All is not
well between the two, so
everyone else is trying to
take advantage of it.”

Oli knows only too
well that the Maoists

HIMALMEDIA
PUBLIC OPINION
SURVEY
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AS IF THERE
ISNO

TOMORROW
EDITORIAL

SELFRULE: Indian Minister of

External Affairs Sushma Swaraj arrives
at Kathmandu airport on Thursday
afternoon even as the UML and Maoists
were trying hard to forge unity.

GOPEN RAI

and Madhesi parties to
keep him out of power,
so Shah thinks Oli is
trying to get India on
his side. He knows he
cannot always keep
antagonising India.

However,
some analysts
say that although
New Delhi sees Oli as a pro-
Beijing nationalist, the Indian
establishment has concluded
that he cannot be stopped from
becoming the new PM. Two
weeks ago, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called Oli to say:
“India is willing to work with the
new government.”

The reason Swaraj is here,
according to some analysts, is to
make sure that Oli got the message
that in return India wants loyalty.
UML leader Pradeep Gyawali,
one of Oli’s few close confidantes,
says: “India is clearly trying to
mend ties with Nepal, and we

welcome their initiative.
If India respects Nepal as
a sovereign country, the
incoming prime minister
will not have problems
with New Delhi.” ¥

were a bit skeptical whether they on page 2 and analysis on page 13-15. can team up with the NC PAGE 2 Om Astha Rai
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AS IF THERE IS NO TOMORROW

uring more innocent times in Nepali
D history 25 years ago, the media used

to write about corruption in high
places. After some of the exposes, parliament
committees summoned officials involved in
graft, the government formed commissions of
inquiry, and heads rolled. Today, corruption
is so endemic that it doesn’t raise eyebrows
anymore, and the general public has started
regarding it as a given.

The misdeeds of the lame duck coalition
led by Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
could be more accurately described as
‘plunder’ or ‘loot’. Calling it ‘corruption’
would be too polite. It is open season on the
treasury for the caretaker government as it
grabs the opportunity presented by procedural
delays for power can be handed over to a new
government.

Q. Should stipends for the elderly be in-
creased, or should their lives be made easier?

® Lives made easier 58.9%
Increase stipend 40.8%
@ Don't want to say 0.3%

Q. Should farmers get pensions, or
irrigation/fertiliser 1acilities?

Pension 15.9%
@ [rrigation/fertilizer 83.4%
@ Don'twant to say 0.7%

Q. Should the state bear medical costs, or en-
sure better health care in government hospitals?

Bear medical costs 17.4%
Better service in government hospitals 82.3%
@ Don'twant to say 0.3%

WNEPALI
I Im Nepali Times on Facebook
(1 Follow @nepalitimes on Twitter

W Follow @nepalitimes on Instagram

In the past weeks, Prime Minister Deub’s
cabinet has:

m Reduced the eligible age for old-age
allowance from 70 to 65, adding Rs14
billion to the Rs35 billion allocated in the
budget for the elderly.

m Piled on another Rs100,000 to housing
grants for families of survivors of the
2015 earthquake even though virtually no
one among the 776,705 affected families
have so far received the full Rs300,000
promised. This will add another Rs77
billion burden on the budget.

m [t will cost another Rs60 billion to bankroll
the government’s decision to allow some
22,000 civil servants voluntary retirement.

m The Cabinet meeting last week also
increased the subsidies to patients with
critical heart, kidney or liver ailments,
adding a further Rs 2 billion to the
exchequer.

m The outgoing government lavished Rs2
billion to the Nepal Army in the first six
months of this fiscal year to buy new
helicopters.

m The NC-led coalition distributed
miscellaneous cash grants worth Rs400
million even though the budget line has
only allocated Rs240 million

m [t has declared ‘martyrs’ all those killed
in the Madi bus bomb in 2005 and other
conflict victims, allowing their relatives to
receive Rs1 million each in compensation.

m [t increased the positions in the police
force to accommodate party faithfuls.

Most caretaker governments in the past
have hurriedly employed cadre into civil
service positions, appointed heads of public
sector companies and handed out cash to

near and dear ones.
\ 7/

However, the Deuba
cabinet has broken all
HIMALMEDIA
PUBLIC OPINION

national, and possibly
even international,

SURVEY

2018

records for profligacy
as it fritters away
taxpayers money as if
there was no tomorrow.

All this comes
even as the economy is in dire straits with
revenue from overseas remittance stagnating.
Tax revenue has fallen, the trade deficit has
widened further as Nepal is now importing
even electricity from India this year, on top
of a tripling of the petroleum import bill
in the last five years. The banking sector is
facing a liquidity crisis, interest rates are
soaring. Previous governments had made
sure that Nepal’s macroeconomic indicators
were sound, reserves were robust even if the
trade gap widened and investment fell, but
the populist measures announced by this
caretaker government will unleash long-term
structural damage to the economy.

It is not even smart politics. The ass media
and the public has seen through this: their
conclusion is that Deuba is taking revenge
for his electoral loss by straddling the UML-
Maoists with a bankrupt country. Not that
the UML was any different, it has also been
spendthrift in the past, and K P Oli actually
promised to more than double the elderly
stipend to Rs5,000 which would actually
have cost the treasury more than reducing the
cutoff age to 65.

This sort of populism is
counterproductive, and this proven by the
Himalmedia public opinion survey results
(page 13-15). In response to a question about
whether the elderly should receive a stipend
or make their life easier, a majority 60%
preferred better facilities for the elderly.

In another question about whether farmers
should get pensions, or have fertiliser and
irrigation, an overwhelming 83% rejected
handouts. Asked which they preferred:
subsidy for medical treatment or better health
care, 82% nationwide said they wanted better
hospitals.

The people reject populism. This caretaker
prime minister isn’t as smart.

As the demand for beer grows, the Nepali beer industry
introduces ideas new to Nepal, including a unique tap
room and beer garden bar in Thamel which aims to
become an oasis for beer. Join us as we meet the owner
Jim Jones and unravel the story behind the venture and the
tastes of different beers on offer. Story: Page 8-9

ELIZABETH HAWLEY

Watch a moving video tribute to Elizabeth Hawley made by
Tom Kelly which introduces readers who did not know this
legendary keeper of the mountains to her strong conviction
and commitment to documenting the annals of Himalayan
mountaineering in Nepal. The short film gives us a

glimpse into the personality of this journalist who came to
Kathmandu in 1959, and stayed till the end of her life.

NO POPULAR SUPPORT
Federalism or whatever other changes,
without a referendum are just political and/
or geopolitical maneuvers, so it cannot
really have any popular support for long
term sustainability (‘What federalism?’, Om
Astha Rai, #894).

K K Sharma

FRYING PAN TO FIRE
There are several factors that are most
likely to militate against the proper
functioning of our federalisation enterprise,
particularly the local bodies (‘Great
expectations’, Editorial, ##894). Firstly,
their current number is only 753 which
is only about one-fifth the number of
erstwhile VDCs. This means each elected
representative is going to be at least
five times more distant from citizens.
Secondly, the constitution provides for
exclusive jurisdiction over 22 different
state functions. But the sheer lack of
professional capabilities in the country
is going to severely hinder the proper
implementation of those functions. Thirdly,
an autonomous body must appoint its
own employees. Any dependence on the
centrally-seconded officials would severely
dilute and compromise the autonomy,
because the continued loyalty and sense
of accountability to their central employers
are sure to disrupt even the well-meaning
initiatives of the local bodies. Finally, local
bodies spent millions to get elected. So, if
the former VDC members were epitomes
of corruption all indications are that it is
only going to get worse under the present
arrangement. So, all said and done, this
new arrangement would amount to the
proverbial jumping from the frying pan to
the fire.

Bihari Shrestha

AWAKENING
I think we should lock our Prime Ministers
(past and present) inside the toilets at TIA
for 24 hours (* Kathmando-doo’, Backside,
#893). Maybe the fumes they inhale will
wake them up. After all, the toilets are a
reflection of the kind of leaders Nepal has
produced.

Bharat Basnyat
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The boy gods of Kathmandu
by Sahina Shrestha

Many readers were surprised last week to discover
through Nepali Times that Kathmandu not only has
Living Goddesses, but also the living manifestations
of Ganesh and Bhairab. Our exclusive coverage of the
boy gods of Kathmandu was one of the most popular
recent stories. Go online for a video with a sneak peek
into the lives of Living Gods at home, school and play.

o Most reached and shared on Facebook

From Liz Hawley in
Kathmandu

by Kunda Dixit

"Liz Hawley was my first journalism guru, she was blunt
and was unable to suffer sloppiness. That made her a
demanding, yet effective, mentor," wrote Kunda Dixit in
this moving tribute to Elizabeth Hawley, the undisputed
authority on mountaineering in Nepal, who passed
away last week aged 95. Her absence is acutely felt by
everyone who knew her. See pages 6-7.

O Most popular on Twitter

Saving the earth
with earth bricks

by Sonia Awale

Eco-friendly Earth Bricks that are helping earthquake
survivours rebuild homes have an important lesson

for Kathmandu Valley which can use the technology to
clean up its air, build cheaper and stronger houses. Go
online to read the most visited story of the week (5,000
page views) and watch rural entrepreneurs in Nuwakot
make Earth Bricks.

0 Most visited online page

Great expectations

Editorial

‘Nepalis may be disillusioned, but they have always
been strongly in favour of stronger and more
resourceful local governments.” Visit our website to
read the vigorous feedback generated by the editorial
that analysed the results of the Himalmedia Public
Opinion Survey. More survey results in this issue on
pages 2, 13-15.

a Most commented

~ Kunda Dixit @kundadixit
In Memory of Elizabeth Hawley @Reuters Nepal
""I correspondent and archivist of Himalayan

mountaineering who died in Kathmandu today at
age 95. @nepalitimes obituary with video tribute
here: http://bit.ly/2ncCLoG

. Tseten Norkyel @norkyel
| knew Miss Hawley personally. Though Miss
AR [jizabetn Hawley is no more she is the shining
knight of the Himalayas!

Nepali Times @nepalitimes

TIIIIBS Foreign aid has made capable Nepalis second-
class citizens in their own country, writes
Anil Chitrakar in his column 1/2 Fullhttp:/bit.
ly/2ndy0L6 #ForeignAid #Nepal

) pramadapoudel @pramadapoudel
e Don't think so rather we are being more
passive, lack of creativity and dependent. Our
country is falling.

Weekly Internet Poll #895

Times

Q. Doyou agree with the decision to reduce the age
requirement for the elderly allowance from70 to 65?

Total votes: 147

I Yes 59%
;[ No36%

Don't know 5%

Weekly Internet Poll #3896
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q. Isthe slow transition to the elected government making
you pessimistic about the future?
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BHUSHAN TULADHAR

any in Kathmandu fondly
remember the green
trolley buses that used

to ply the 13 km Tripureswor-
Suryabinayak route for nearly
three decades.

They were clean, comfortable,
convenient and way ahead of
their time when introduced in
1975. Poor management caused
the Chinese-built service to be
scrapped, and all that remains are
the rusting hulks of the buses in
the Baneswor terminal.

But although Kathmandu’s
iconic trolley buses are gone,
and their electric poles uprooted,
efforts have resumed to restore
electric public transport. The
government started looking at the
possibility of battery-powered
buses during the 2015 Blockade.
Government officials visited China,
while Chinese bus manufacturers
and a European company
specialising in converting
diesel buses to electric came to
Kathmandu to explore possibilities
of working with Sajha Yatayat bus
cooperative.

The stumbling block was the
high upfront cost.

But with improvements in
lithium ion technology and
the price of storage batteries
plummeting, electric buses are no
longer looking unaffordable. Sajha
Yatayat, is working with the Global
Green Growth Institute (GGGI) an

Cleaner air with greener buses

Converting Kathmandu's public buses to electric can dramatically reduce air pollution

inter-governmental organisation
headquartered in South Korea, to
prepare a pre-feasibility study of
electric buses in Kathmandu.

Early findings show that
although electric buses are
expensive compared to the normal
diesel ones, the operation and
maintenance costs are significantly
lower. If socio-economic and
environmental benefits are factored
into the equation, the total life
cycle cost of electric buses is
less than that for diesel ones.

For example, the initial cost of

a BYD Auto K-7 e-bus is about
Rs20 million, but a similar sized
diesel bus would cost only Rs3
million. However, fuel costs for the
e-bus may be only about 10% and
maintenance costs half of that for a
diesel bus.

The study indicates that several
full-size electric buses are viable
for Sajha Yatayat’s intra-city routes,
including those made by Ashok
Leyland in India and China’s BYD
Auto. The plans will be discussed
at a workshop titled ‘Moving
Forward with Electric Mobility in
Nepal’ to be held on 6 February at
the Himalaya Hotel.

The total number of registered
vehicles in Nepal is growing at an
alarming 14% per year since 1990
—mostly of two-wheelers, which
now make up 80% of all vehicles.
The share of buses, however, had
fallen from 11% of total vehicles in
1990 to only 3% by 2015.

There are over 46,000 diesel
buses in Nepal, with almost
a quarter of them registered

1,400,000
FOSSIL TO ELECTRIC
1,200,000
Petrol and diesel sales have doubled in
100,000 the last five years, but even moderate
' electrification of transport sector can reduce fossil
80,000 fuel consumption by 20%, and decrease carbon

60,000
40,000
20,000

emission and local pollutants by 25% in Nepal.

KL o0

in Bagmati Zone that includes
Kathmandu Valley. Because they
are old or poorly maintained,
each full-size bus emits 40kg of
particulate matter into the air
making Kathmandu one of the most
polluted cities in the world.
Nepal’s annual greenhouse gas

Yet reduces CO, footprint

:ALS
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eti Airlines has become the
i first operator in Nepal to
perform an energy audit and
plan mitigation efforts to reduce its
carbon footprint.

An fuel inventory of the
company’s eight aircraft fleet, its
27 vehicles and offices around the
country showed that the company
generated just over 18,000 tons
of CO2 equivalent last year. Yeti
now hopes to increase efficiency
by replacing its ageing with BAe
Jetstream 41s with more modern
ATR 72 500s, work with the civil
aviation authorities to streamline
air routes as well as offset its carbon
use.

“As an airline we burn a lot
of aviation gasoline, but there
are ways to reduce emissions by
being more fuel efficient and other
measures that will not just make us

00060
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climate friendly but will also save
on costs,” says Yeti Airlines CEO
Umesh Chandra Rai.

Yeti has been working with
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in Nepal
to spread awareness about its
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) through decals on its aircraft,
airside ramp buses, boarding passes
and on other stationery. UNDP has
been signing up the private sector
to propagate its SDGs throughout
the world and this week signed a
similar carbon reduction agreement
with China’s Hainan Airlines.

“The SDGs also have climate
goals and we are very happy Yeti
is building on the partnership with
a concrete move towards reducing
its carbon footprint,” says Renaud
Meyer Nepal Country Director of
UNDP. “Nothing is forcing Yeti

CLIMATE FRIENDLY: Yeti
Airlines CEO Umesh Rai and UNDP
Nepal Representative Renaud
Meyer unveiling the SDG livery on
‘ the airline’s new ATR 72 recently.
The aircraft will allow Yeti to
reduce its carbon emission by 15%.

to do this, the airline is
doing it as part of its social
responsibility.”

Yeti’s carbon footprint
increased in 2017, but with
the induction of two ATR 72
500s which are 15% more
fuel efficient, it hopes to
reduce its CO2 per passenger
by up to 11% this year. The
airline hopes phase out all
its Jetsream 41s in the next
five years.

Rai says he hopes other
domestic airlines will also
join in improving efficiency,
and work with the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal (CAAN) to
reduce long holding times for
aircraft due to congestion at
Kathmandu airport. Other measures
include pilots reducing the rate of
climb, and to using the entire length
of runway for landings and takeoffs.

Cutting back long holding
patterns would save more aviation
fuel and reduce carbon emissions
than fuel efficiency, and CAAN
is being urged to move smaller
domestic aircraft to a new STOL
airfield outside Kathmandu.

CAAN Director General Sanjiv
Gautam says after the much-delayed
airport upgrade is finished by
2019, aircraft movements will be
smoother. A new radar system that
goes into operation this week will
also reduce separation between
aircraft and reduce holding times.
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emissions from surface transport
was 716 kilotons in 1995, and this
had risen to 3,170 kilotons by 2013.
Nepal’s carbon footprint is still
small, but grew 22% between 2007-
13. Petroleum imports constitute
60% of imports, and rose three-fold
in the last five years. An estimated

9,942 Nepalis die prematurely every
year due to outdoor air pollution,
according to World Health
Organization.

Even moderate levels of
electrification of the transport
sector can reduce Nepal’s fuel
consumption by up to 20%, and
decrease greenhouse gas emission
and local pollutants by 25% over
upcoming decades. The government
has put in place a range of policies,
including fiscal incentives, to
stimulate electrification of public
transportation.

Kathmandu already has small
electric public vehicles such as the
Safa Tempos introduced 20 years
ago, and an increasing number of
private e-cars. The next challenge
is buses. As all existing buses run
on diesel, converting bus fleets to
electric can be a game changer for
improving Kathmandu’s air.

Schenzen in China has
converted its entire fleet of 16,359
public buses to electric and many
cities are following this lead. While
Kathmandu still has a long way
to go, Sajha Yatatyat and GGGI’s
partnership may be a first step in
this direction. More importantly,
it may continue the pioneering
achievement of trolley buses over
40 years ago and bring a breath of
fresh air to Kathmandu. &3

Bhushan Tuladhar
is with Sajha Yatayat.

« praBhu Bank BIZ BRIEFS

Qatar gets A350-1000

Qatar’s Airbus A350-1000 had its first
stop in Doha, as a part of a spedial
demonstration tour, showcasing the

QATARZE

AIRWAY'S dap=iall

aircraft's exclusive features to airlines and
passengers. The test aircraft is equipped
with fully functional business and economy
class cabins, and one of 37 ordered by
Qatar Airways.

Super Bowl live

Turkish Airlines passengers can watch
the Super Bow! LIl, the final game of

TURKISH AIRLINES

the National Football League live on all
flights with Internet connection starting 4
February. The Airlines also announced
the broadcast of a new commercial video
starring famous heart surgeon Dr 0z.

Branded menswear

Louis Philippe, a premium menswear
brand, has set an outlet in Labim Mall
catering to a growing apparel market

in Nepal for fashionable, elegant, and
quality clothing range.

Samsung Next

Samsung has launched Galaxy J7 Nxt

. 32GB equipped
with a 5.5inch
HD AMOLED
screen, Android
Nougat, 13MP
rear camera,
5MP front
amera and
3000mAh
removable
battery. Priced at
Rs21,990 the phone is available in silver,
gold and black..

Women ingame

Shivam New Diamond Academy has
organised National Open Women

Volleyball competition, played in league-
cum-knockout format, on 4-6 February.
Sponsored by Shivam Cement winning
teams will get a total cash prize worth
Rs364,000.

« PRABhu Bank
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Aweak low pressure system brought cloud cover over Nepal
this week, changing the wind direction to southerly. All this
J added up to overcast skies that mostly blocked the Super

4 ) . Blue Blood Moon on Wednesday night, trapped polluted

Py S air right across the valleys of the Himalayan arc, and kept
» i the maximum temperature in the mid-teens in Kathmandu.
i e This system will persist, with minimal precipitation in
) some high mountain areas, but it will get warmer over the
3 ot weekend and into next week.
2 ) FRIDAY SATURDAY | SUNDAY
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Kathmandu on 26 January 2018 aged

94 years, was an American journalist
living in Nepal since 1960, regarded as the
undisputed authority on mountaineering in
Nepal. She was famed worldwide as a ‘one-
woman mountaineering institution’ because
of her systematic compilation of a detailed
Himalayan database of expeditions, still
maintained today by her team of volunteers
and published by the American Alpine Club.

E lizabeth Hawley, who died in

SOFARSOGOOD
Lisa Choegyal

Respected for her astute political
antennae, and famously formidable,
Miss Hawley represented Time Life,
and later Reuters, since 1960 as Nepal
correspondent. She is credited with
mentoring reporters and setting journalistic
standards in this country, competing to
file stories from the communications-
challenged Nepal of the 1960s. She worked
with pioneer adventure tourism operators,
Tiger Tops, from its inception in 1965 with
John Copeman, until she retired as AV Jim
Edward’s trusted adviser in 2007.

She managed the Himalayan Trust
for Sir Edmund Hillary since it started in
the mid-1960s, dispensing funds to build
hospitals, schools, bridges, forest nurseries
and scholarships for the people of the
Everest region. Generations of Sherpas
remember being overawed by the rigour of
Miss Hawley's interviews, and quake at the
memory of her cross-examinations when
collecting their scholarship funds.

Hillary described Elizabeth Hawley as
“a most remarkable person... a woman
of great courage and determination.” She
served as New Zealand Honourary Consul
to Nepal for 20 years, until retiring in 2010.

Elizabeth first came to Nepal via India
for a couple of weeks in February 1959.
She was on a two-year round the world trip
that took her to Eastern Europe, the Middle
East and South Asia. Bored with her job as
researcher-reporter with Fortune magazine
in New York, she had cashed her savings
to travel as long as they lasted. Nepal had
been on her mind since reading a 1955
New York Times article about the first
tourists who visited the kingdom.

Because of her media contacts,
the Time Life Delhi bureau chief asked
her to report on Nepal's politics. It was
an interesting time: as one of only four

foreign journalists, she was present when
King Mahendra handed over the first
parliamentary constitution, which paved the
way for democracy in Nepal.

Fascinated by Nepal's politics and the
idea of an isolated country emerging into the
modern 20th century, she returned in 1960
and never left, living in the same Dilli Bazar
apartment, with the same blue Volkswagen
Beetle, and generations of faithful retainers.

A diminutive figure of slight build with
a keen look, Elizabeth was bemused at
the universal attention she received. Her
Himalayan Database expedition records,
published by Richard Salisbury and the
American Alpine Club, are trusted by
mountaineers, newswires, scholars, and
dimbing publications worldwide. She was
one of only 25 honourary members of
the Alpine Club of London, and has been
formally recognised by the New Zealand
Alpine Club and the Nepal Mountaineering
Association. In 2004, she received the
Queen’s Service Medal for Public Services for
her work as New Zealand honourary consul
and executive officer of Sir the Himalayan
Trust. She was awarded the King Albert |
Memorial Foundation medal, and was the
first recipient of the Sagarmatha National
Award from the Government of Nepal.

Elizabeth’s career in the collection of
mountaineering data started by accident:
“I've never climbed a mountain, or even
done much trekking,” she would say. As
part of her Reuters’ job, she began to
report on mountaineering activities and in
those pioneering days of first ascents and
mountain exploration, there was strong
media interest in Himalayan expeditions.
She relied heavily on the knowledge of
mountaineer Col Jimmy Roberts, founder of
Mountain Travel.

Since 1963 she had met every
expedition to the Nepal Himalaya, both
before and after their ascents, including
those who climbed from Tibet. Her records
contain detailed information about more
than 20,000 ascents of about 460 Nepali
peaks, including those that border China
and India. Over the course of some 7,000
expedition interviews, her research work
has sparked and resolved controversies.
Elizabeth saw the Nepal mountaineering
scene transformed from an exclusive club to
a mainstream obsession.

She did not suffer fools gladly. Though
some mountaineers were intimidated by
her interrogations — sometimes jokingly
referred to as an expedition’s ‘second
summit, serious alpinists greatly admired

her. “If I need information about climbing
8,000-metre peaks, | used to go to her,”
recalls Italian climbing legend Reinhold
Messner (pictured above with Liz). Nepali trek
operator and environmentalist Dawa Steven
Sherpa underlines the point: “Although it's
the authorities that should have been doing
this, they're not as strict or accurate as Miss
Hawley. One of her biggest contributions is
keeping mountaineers honest.”

Elizabeth applied her trademark
scrupulous precision to summarising
political and development events in Nepal
in her monthly diary, published in 2015 in
two volumes as The Nepal Scene: Chronicles
of Elizabeth Hawley 1988-2007. They stand
as a faithful and unique historical record of
the extraordinary changes that took place in
Nepal over nearly two decades.

Her enviable journalistic sources were
based on long friendships with the political,
panchayat and Rana elite. She had the
confidence of a wide range of prominent

Nepalis, and shared a hairdresser with the

queen. Educated as a historian, Elizabeth

regarded herself as a reporter not a writer,

stringently documenting Nepal's political

and mountaineering facts with minimal

opinion or analysis — although there

is no disguising her liberal bent and her

admiration for the force of democracy.
Former American Ambassador Peter

Bodde said she was one of Nepal's “living

treasures... her contribution to the depth

of knowledge and understanding between

Nepal and the US was immense.”
Elizabeth Hawley's achievements

have featured in many books and articles

about Nepal. Her biography by Bernadette

McDonald, I'll Call You in Kathmandu,

was published in 2005, then updated and

reprinted as Keeper of the Mountains.

In 2013, to mark the 60th anniversary

of the first ascent of Everest, Elizabeth

was featured in the award-winning US

television documentary of the same

LISACHOEGYAL

izabeth Hawley

name, produced by Allison Otto. On

screen in Keeper of the Mountains, her
straightforward manner and fearless
modesty made her something of a cult
classic. In 2014, the Nepal government
named a 6,182m peak in honour of her
contribution to mountaineering. Elizabeth
was not impressed: “I thought it was just a
joke. Mountains should not be named after
people.”

Miss Elizabeth Hawley is the last of the
first generation of foreigners who made
their life in Nepal, single and determinedly
independent. She is survived by her
nephew Michael Hawley Leonard, and has
bequeathed her library and records to the
American Alpine Club. As both a successful
woman in a man’s world and a highly
visible foreigner recording Nepal's history,
we are all in her debt. She defied the
conventions of her time, and determined to
live life on her own terms and in her own
incomparable style. ¥
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Fortune magazine when she first came to Nepal in

1959 as part of a world tour. One can only imagine
what Kathmandu was like then: an emerald bowl in the
lap of the Himalaya. Clean rivers, few cars and dazzling
clouds soaring into a deep blue sky.

Liz came, she saw and she stayed. But on Friday,
26 Jan, at the age of 95, this legendary chronicler of
Himalayan climbing left us for good.

Liz was the Nepal correspondent for Reuters at
a time when most of the news with a Kathmandu
dateline was about mountaineering, and she was a
walking Wikipedia of climbing trivia. Who first climbed
Dhaulagiri from the northeast ridge in spring? How far
did the Polish-British expedition reach on its alpine-
style ascent of the west face of Makalu in 19807 Did the
Koreans really reach the summit of Kangchenjunga?
When in doubt, you went to Liz.

We used to say half-seriously that a mountaineer
hasn't officially summited a Himalayan peak until Liz
Hawley said so. Many climbers were grilled by Liz in
Kathmandu hotel lobbies after returning from the
summit. She asked them detailed questions about

E lizabeth Hawley was working at the desk for

duration, weather, fellow mountaineers on the peak,
and demanded summit photographs — many said they
found the interviews more daunting than the climb itself.

In the same house in the Bhandari compound
in Dilli Bazar, where she lived for the past half-century,
are her files documenting climbing in Nepal. Liz Hawley's
mountaineering archive has now been digitised and is in
the public domain at the Himalayan Database website. It
will now be updated after every climbing season by
volunteers like German climber Billi Bierling, who are
continuing Liz's work.

Also in her study in Dilli Bazar were files with
clippings of Reuters and 7ime Lifestories, as well as
detailed briefs she wrote for her boss at Tiger Tops, Jim
Edwards, about political goings on in Kathmandu. The
Himalayan historian Mikel Dunham was looking through
her shelves one day and realised just how invaluable the
files were as a blow-by-blow account of Nepal's post-
1960 history. With Lisa Choegyal, Dunham transcribed
The Hawley Files and brought it out in two hefty volumes
as The Nepal Scene, launched three years ago.

The books are an invaluable reference tool,
filled with facts, dates and fascinating descriptions of

[\"‘

meetings with royal palace officials, ministers, visiting
dignitaries and analysis, written in Liz's distinctive wry
tone of shenanigans in Nepal's corridors of power. As a
journalist, Liz reported objective facts, but between the
lines in her notes one detects a deep commitment to
honesty, press freedom and democracy.

In 1982, Liz Hawley found herself in the front of the
plane on a flight from Bangkok to Kathmandu with BP
Koirala, who was returning after medical treatment. She
recalled that meeting in an interview with Tsering Dolker
Gurung of Nepali Timesin 2013: “I spent the entire
flight writing the story for Reuters and kept checking with
BP and Girija to make sure | got all my facts correct, and
later that evening, | got a call saying BP had died. It was a
sad moment, because he was one of the few remarkable
men that we have in Nepal, and one political leader who
stuck to his beliefs.” The story made it to the front page
of the New York Times.

Liz was known for the trademark blue Volkswagen
Beetle that she drove herself to press conferences and
interviews with mountaineers, until the traffic became
too difficult. She was also the Chair of The Himalayan
Trust, set up by Edmund Hillary after his first ascent of Mt
Everest to help Nepal, and especially the Sherpa people.

Liz Hawley was my first journalism guru. She was
blunt and unable to suffer sloppiness. That made her
a demanding, yet effective, mentor. | used to stand in
for her when she went on extended summer leave in
the early 1980s, which gave me my first exposure to the
international press, with stories on Nepali politics for
Reuters and 7ime — even getting into trouble with the
panchayat authorities for some of them.

Liz was impatient with people, and told them off

COLIN MONTEATH

if she found them lazy, slow or careless. She never
really bothered to learn Nepaliin all her years here,
although she understood some. And for someone who
took such detailed notes of climbs, she never climbed
herself and did not like trekking much.

Liz told us once in a profile interview: “I like
mountain scenery, | think it's great, I just don't need to
climb them.”

Nevertheless, the Government of Nepal decided
to honour Liz's contributions to the country by naming
a6,182m mountain near the China border Peak
Hawley. ¥
Kunda Dixit

For more on Liz Hawley's life, read /7/ Call You in
Kathmandu: The Elizabeth Hawley Story, by Bernadette
McDonald, and watch Keeper of the Mountains,

a documentary of her life.

REMEMBERING MISS HAWLEY

Watch the short film that will introduce readers to the
legendary keeper of the mountains and give glimpse
into the personality of this journalist who came to
Kathmandu in 1959, and stayed till the end of her life.
b
nepalitimes.com ,
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Weekend or weekdays Pataleban Vineyard
Resort is the place to rejuvenate yourself
with friends and family. A perfect gateway
to get refreshed from your daily hectic
routine.
We are here for your service with,

Deluxe / Superior Rooms with Packages

Family Retreat

Day Conferences

Resident Conference Packages

Family / Corporate Day Picnics

Orientation Programs
Team Building Activities
Wine Testing

Day Hiking

Forest Walk

BBQ Facility

Contact US:
Chisapani-5, Baad Bhanjyang, Kathamndu, Nepal
Tel: 00977 1 4316377, 9841679364
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Tel: 00977 1 4005220
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A weekly meet up of individuals interested in creating value from trash; an
open platform for sharing knowledge and encouraging innovation in waste

NEEENTS
8 February, lgnition Lab, E-block, Thapathali Campus, 9808779708, info@theignitionlab.org

Spectrum exhibition

Visit Spectrum, an exhibition of
photographs by Laurence Kent Jones on
display at the gallery.

6 February- 6 March, 11am-5pm, Siddhartha
Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited, (01)
4218048, sthapa@mos.co.np

Witch

An entirely non-verbal drama about love,
jealousy and superstition, directed by
Peter Duncan Seifarth.

2-10 February (except Thursday), 5pm (1pm
and 5 pm on Satruday), Sarwanam Theatre,
Kalikasthan, (01) 4011027

Education USAfair
USA university fair for those who need
information about studying in the USA
and admission and visa requirements.

3 February, 10am-4:30pm, Hotel Yak and Yeti,
Darbar Marg, (07) 4414598, Registration:
http://www.usefnepal.org/registration

Japanese filmfestival

The Embassy of Japan in Nepal is
organising the Japanese Film Festival 2018
at Pokhara Chamber of Commerce and
Industries Hall. Four Japanese movies
with English subtitles will be presented.
9-10 February, Gaira Patan, Pokhara,
(01)4426680, cultural-emb@km.mofa.go.jp

Local mini market

Valentine special of the bi-monthly local
mini market, featuring an array of local
products, from organic food to ethically-
made jewelry.

3 February, 11am-3pm, The Local Project at
Evoke, Jhamsikhel, 9808110715,
tlpnepal@gmail.com

TthHimalayan festival

A call out to outdoor athletes from Nepal
and around the world to participate in
three main sports: trail running, rock
climbing and mountain biking.

16-18 february, Hattiban Resort, Pharping,
9851236987, hello@himalyanoutdoorfestival.
com, Registration: https://goo.gl/h6ungh

BBC world questions

A debate on Nepal's political and
economic future, featuring Baburam
Bhattarai, Pradeep Gyawali, CK Lal and
Subina Shrestha.

6 February, 4pm-7pm, Hotel Himalaya,
Kupondole, (01) 4237700, Registration:
britishcouncil.org.np

cesnend

We will take care of
your dear ones when
you are away
from home.

TEXT/CALL ON 9818 360 166 |

www.healthathome.com.np

Health at home is an organization which facilitates home based health care services.
Health at home service promotes health care i.e., out of hospital setting to the clients.
Being the first of its kind in the whole South Asia, Health at Home is here to cater to the
needs of those who desire health care facilities to be delivered at their doorsteps.

Doctor on call
Visit by qualified and well experienced doctor

Nursing Care
24 hours nursing care at home by qualified and

generalist. experienced professionals.

Lab on Call Physiotherapy on Call

All kinds of lab related work by professional lab| | Physio/Electro/Acupuncture therapy by
technician. qualified and experienced physiotherapist.

Elderly Care Assistant

Fine and professional care by our qualified and
experienced care giver.

Travel Support for Sick Clients

Travel support for sick clients are provided by
professional.

Appointment Management
Apointment g with required doct
in different hospitals.

Equipment Rental & Drug Supply

Drug supply at your doorstep and best quality
medical equipments in rent.

Nepal's First homa based health care facilitating organization |

Deep Shrestha live
Singing his evergreen hits like Kati Kumzor
Rahecha Bhagya, Gaunma Sayad Pahiro
Gayo Ki and many more.

2 February, 5:30-9pm, Around the Corner,
Bansbari, Rs1,200, 9861631197,
atc.restaurani2016@gmail.com

Parkhai launch

Come watch Audio Ignition launch its
album Parkhai, after a long wait, under
Tree House Production.

3 February, 6pm onwards, Moskh Bar,
Jhamsikhel, (07) 5528362,
mokshlive@hotmail.com

Reggae night at the Barrel by
Footloose band, featuring a tribute to
Bob Marley, the king of reggae.

2 february, 5pm onwards, The Barrel Bar
and Grill, Boudha, (01) 4485303

Muller Time

An energetic band with original
compositions inspired by Funk, Soul,
Gospel, and Jazz. K]C Jazz Trio will warm
up the stage for Mller Time. Tickets
available at Moksh.

2 February, 7-10pm, Moksh Bar, Jhamsikhel,
Rs500 (includes a beer), Details: (01)
5543554, 9813556945, info@katjazz.com.np

Now showing in Kathmandu

The period piece set in medieval Rajasthan
is based on an epic poem Padmavat by
Malik Mahummad Jayshi and narrates the
story of Queen Padmaavati, happily married
to a noble Rajput King until a power-hungry
Sultan forms an obsessive love for her and
wages war against the Kingdom of Mewar.

Climb up to Champadevi in the morning
for a royal view of the Kathmandu Valley,
then jog down to the hotel for a relaxed

evening.

Pharping, Kathmandu, (01) 4371537/56

Dhulikhel Lodge Resort

Located on a hilltop, the resort offers a
magnificent vista of valleys, foothills and
mountains to the north.

Dhulikhel, (011) 490714/494,
www.dhulikhellodgeresort.com

Park Village Resort

Capital Grill Restaurant & Bar
Tantalise your taste buds with the best
thakali khana set in town, known as Jimbu

Thakali. .
Far away from the madding crowd, yet so
Tanga, (07) 4437674 close to the city, visit Park Village Resort
for a perfect getaway.
Hankook Sarang Budbanilkantha, (07) 4375250,

This restaurant serves incredible Korean
delicacies, including superlative steamed
rice to anchor meals fit for kings.

Thamel, (07) 4256615,
info@hankooksarang.com

Café Swotha

An intimate setting in the heart of Patan,
with an atmosphere of sophisticated,
romantic warmth.

pvh@wlink.com.np

Patan, (01) 5551184,
info@traditionalhomes.com.np

The Famous Farm
Wake up to the sounds of chirping
birds and a fresh morning breeze
wafting in through the aankhijhyal.
Nuwatkot, (07) 4700426,
info@rural-heritage.com

For a special Valentine themed, four-
course ltalian menu to dine with your
loved one.

14 February, 6:30-10pm, Hyatt Regency,
Boudha, Rs4,000, (07) 5171234, mohini.

Mum's Garden Resort

Head to Pokhara for a peaceful and
comfortable stay in beautifully designed
cottages, surrounded by a lush green
garden with great views of Phewa Lake

Shrestha@hyatt.com and the Annapurna range.
Lake Side, Pokhara, (06)1463468,
www.mumsgardenresort.com

Dunga

Head over for delicious continental food
and don't forget their signature cocktails,
all served with fine hospitality in an
excellent space.

Lakeside, Pokhara, (061) 463321

AIR QUALITY INDEX

200 —

Shivapuri Heights Cottage
Escape the hustle and bustle of
Kathmandu and enjoy peace, tranquility,
good food and fresh air.

Budhanilkantha, 9841371927

Kathmandu Phora Site - Air Quality Measurements - Monthly trends
== 1in 10 days excood this air quality level

1in 2 days have air quality levels in the shaded region
----- 1 in 10 days are lower than this air quality level

Unhealthy for
sensitive groups

Moderate

1 2 3 4 5 3 7 8 9 10 " 12
Month of Year

There is marked weekend dip in Air Quality Index (AQI) in Kathmandu, measured at the Phora Darbar monitoring
station in the middle of the city, but only marginally less than during weekdays. In the past seven days, only Friday
and Saturday have air quality in the 'Unhealthy' band while they stayed in the 'Very Unhealthy' through the rest of the
week. Above, we also present the graph for 2017 compiled by the US Embassy's AQ! Fellow Peter De Carlo of Drexel
University. It shows that AQI dips to its lowest level for 1in 10 days during the monsoon months when the rains wash
down suspended particles (above).
https://np.usembassy.gov/embassy/air-quality-monitor/
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BAGMATI DEALERS : Balkumari: 5532419, 9801256775, Banepa: 9851057268, 011662609; Bhaktapur: 9851207010,

6618519; Bouddha: 9851095309, 4912670; Kalanki: 5234062,9801190090 Maharajgunj: 3851179553,
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SALES PERSONS: Jhamshikhel : Ashma Bedari, 9818705519 - Nistha Pradhan, 9801200913 - Rabina Manandhar, 9801200839 - Shraddha Bajracharya, 9801200795 - Shreesha Pal, 9801200744
Thapathali : Amarendra Kumar Singh, 9801200742 - Anuja Shrestha, 9801200732 - Bipana Basnet, 9801234731 « Govinda Bhusal, 9801200825 « Rajendra Pandey, 9801200746
Sushmita Bhattarai, 9801200748 - Ramesh Uprety, 9801200733 - Sujata Manandhar, 3801200741

8

SUZUKI

OYSTER

INSURANCE PARTNER
N . . &
Exchange Bonus Discount upto 1 Lakh Tax & Registration Prudential
INSURAMCE CO. LTD.
SCRATCH CARD* Papr Bt R
Suzuki b Thapathali, Kathmandu, Tel: 4226722, 4229099, 4245361 Suzuki ? Jhamsikhel, Lalitpur, Tel: 5545907 @um:m
Jhamsikhel, Lalitpur, Tel: 5547165, 5547166, 5525066 Service Centre ' Dhobighat, Tel: 5540462 9801571571

joinus@ §3 http://www.facebook.com/cgmotocorp
[@) http://www.instagram.com/cgmotocorp

3 http://www.twitter.com/cg_matocorp
OUTSIDE BAGMATI DEALERS: Baglung: 9856030836 Bhairahawa: 523314, 5857030121 Biratnagar: 98027 11054, 462092 Brgunj: 051-522164, 9804801175, 9745013475 Birtamode: 9802678144, 541037

Butwal: 5847068675, 438233 Dadeldhura: 410400, 9851090432 Damak: 580255, 9852676327 Damaull: 056-562609, 9856036506 Dang: 5857830614, 563433 Dhangadi: 5801722239, 091-416552

A016090; Naxal: 4444201, £434660; Nayabazar: 9803238875, 4385723

AUTHORISED SERVICE CENTRES: Bouddha: 9808550065, Jadibuti: 5149577, Maharajgunj: 4016221,

Mitrapark: 4114661, Nayabazar: 4389723

Waling: 9856024795, 5856044128

Hetauda: 5841771664 Itahari: 586475, 9852679185 Janakpur: 9844055072, 041-521338 Jitpur (Kapilvastu): 550412, 9857061606 Kawashoti: 9806188966 Lahan: 033-561732, 9801500750
Mahendranager: 5849103158, 099-513158 Narayanghat: 9855053356, 056-528969 Nepalgunj: 9858015567, 551075 Pokhara: 9856020169, 530028, 530107 Surkhet: 083-522499, 9848267438
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Devastated houses still awaits rebuilding

Kalpana Tamang aged 48 of Godawari Municipality Ward -10
spent two long years in the temporary shelter with her family
of four, fighting off the cold winters and drenching monsoons.
She is glad that her family has moved to the one room house,
constructed on their own land. The temporary shelter is now
used as a kitchen for the family. Tamang proudly shares that the
house was completed with the 3 lakhs worth material support
from Lumanti Support Group for Shelter, “Labor cost was
beyond imagination. My mother in law and | gave our blood,
sweat and tears for this house”, she shares with a smile.

Kale Kaanchaa Tamang, 82 of Khasimara Ward-10, has only
started building a house after receiving the material support
worth 3 lakhs from Lumanti. Sannaani, his daughter in law, has
takenloan from the cooperative to addsome support to build 2
roomed house. The family themselves carried and transported
the construction materials to reduce the cost. Sannaani says,
“The government's fifty thousand rupees installment is not
adequate to start the rebuilding process. The sum should have
been handed over at full - many houses would have already
been completed.”

Ram Bahadur Bogati, 74 and Dhankumari, 69 of Jharuwaraasi
Ward- 13, have also started building two room house after

receiving support from Lumanti. The couple stressed that
without Lumanti‘s material support, the installment support
from the government worth 50 thousand alone would have
been insufficient to build any structures for a house.

Continuously living in dilemma

Kanchhaa Shahi 73 of Kohity Ward -20 in Kathmandu is living
in the remaining ground floor of his earthquake hit house
after clearing off the devastated two upper layers. He has
received the first installment from the government however
he still cannot muster courage to begin any work to build a
new, Maiya Shahi 66 of Hyumat Ward -12 Kathmandu faces
the same situation. She is still living in her damaged house
with her daughter. “The fifty thousand is not even enough to
pay for clearing the rubbles. Itwould have been helpful if the
government have handed over all the money to the victims at
once”, she shares her dismay.

Saanu Shahi 69 of Gunakamdev Ward — 12 is also living in
his old broken house with his wife and a daughter. He sells
vegetables for living and the income from his daughter is
covering family's other expenses. Though he has also received
first installment from the government, he is also caught in the
same dilemma. Shahi says, “"We know we have to build a new

house, itis not safe to live in adamaged house. But the cost of
clearing the rubbles alone will cost us more than double the
amount we received from the government.”

Naninanda Gwala 58 of Gwaanani Ward-12, Godawari
Municipality, herself a disabled woman is looking after
her step mother Sunkeshari and her paralyzed younger
brother Saroj. The family still lives in a temporary shelter.
She has constructed the temporary shelter to keep the
Guthi's deities in her shelter. The family desperately needs a
house to live in and very soon. “Fifty thousand for building a
house in today's market,” Gwala questions the government's
intention. “If the government wants people to build their
houses fast, then they should be given full amount and not
in the installments."

Some victims, who took the bold decision and started
building their houses after receiving the grant money,
have to abandon their efforts due to inadequacy of fund.
Manbahadur Maharjan 70, of Kusiko Ward -12 of Godawari
Municipality has not been able to complete the construction
of his house that he started 11 months ago. He has spent
more than eighty thousand rupees only to manage the
rubbles of his three storey earthquake affected house. He
has sold his old house in Jhuwaraasi. He used fifty percent

of the fund that he has received from selling the house to
manage the money for the remaining construction work and
remaining 50 percent has to be given to his son. Despite
using the old bricks and frames of windows and doors,so
far he has already spent 8 lakhs. He says, “The government's
full installmentwould have been a great support. | would
have managed some loans on that amount and completed
my house.”

Likewise, Jiwan Maharjan 56 of Pukusi Ward-12 has not yet
been able (o finish the construction work he started after
receiving the first installment. His family of five has been
taking shelter in Ward office building. His ene room house is

advertorial

half built and left deserted.

Adding woes to tragedy

Harka Bahadur Tamang of Khasimara Ward-10 in Godawari,
has been discarded from continued relief support. He does
not have the documents of his house required to acquire the
vllnerability card. He has deposited his house as a guarantee
in a cooperative to obtain loan. The cooperative has kept the
documents of the house. Tamang and his family of nine have
nowhere to go and take shelter so they are living in the ruins
of the devastated house. He has spent the first phase relief
support money to cleaning up the old ruins to manage space
to live in. He wishes to start the construction of the house
but without the vulnerability card he faces problem in getting
further assistance. He says, “It is hard to manage household
expenses with meager labor earnings. Children are still small to
be of any help. In such condition | cannot imagine how we are
going to be able to build a house.”

MailiT amang 70 of same locality is facing similar problem.
Though her house was completely destroyed in the quake
2015, she was completely left out from the list of earthquake
victims,due to some error. She has received the first 10
thousand rupees and then 15 thousand rupees only. The
officers from her ward are well aware of the family situation,
however no prominent actions are taken to resolve their
problem. Dilkumari Tamang, Maili's daughter in law shares,
“We have submitted the grievance and complain form. We
are still waiting to be heard of."Tamang is living in a temporary
shelter with her son and daughter in law.

Krishna Bahadur Purkuti age 88 of Aarubot Ward — 13 faces far
more risis than others. He lives in the remains of a destroyed
house. He gave away all his properties to the last wife who later
divorced him and left him penniless. He has neither anyone
to look after nor any place to cover his skin. He does not have
good contacts with his four sons after the separation. He has
not received any support from the government since the
process require official documents and house documents to
provide adequate evidence that he is also an earthquake victim
and a deserving candidate for the assistance. “During my days,
| had worked as the mason and constructed several houses.
Today | have become homeless”, Purkuti shares his grief. “If
only | could getsome grant money and support, | would build a
house myself to live in."

According to Lumanti Joshi, Housing Programme Manager at
Lumanti, the earthquake victims are entrapped between the
inflation, insufficient work force and especially inadequate
fund have been the main cause behind most peaple’s inability
to build a simple house. She shares that many families are
compelled tosell their properties and lands only to arrangefund
for initiation ofthe construction work.

(In partnership with Lumanti Support Group for Shelter)
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TheBeguiled

hen Sofia Coppola entered
the filmmaking fray in
1999 with The Virgin

Suicides she carried the enormous
and difficult mantle of being the
daughter of Francis Ford Coppola,
one of the greatest filmmakers of

MUST SEE
Sophia Pande

our time. Six films later, she has
moved beyond pigeonholes, earning
her name as a sensitive, original
filmmaker with a voice quite unlike
any other director working today.

Think of it what you may, but
Lost in Translation (2003), despite
accusations of it being nebulous
and without substance, is one of the
great films about falling in love with
an entirely unsuitable person — one
that is written and directed with
grace, humour, and a touch of the
truly offbeat that defines Coppola’s
sensibilities.

In 2017, Coppola’s The Beguiled
made its debut at the Cannes Film
Festival, winning her the coveted
prize for “Best Director”, a prize won
only once before by a woman at the
hallowed film festival which is the
arbiter of art-house cinema.

A remake of a 1971 film by the
same name, The Beguiledis a tense,
gothic thriller set in the American
Civil War, chronicling the story of
what happens when a lone, injured
soldier from the north gets absorbed
into a beautiful but crumbling
mansion in Virginia that houses
a girl’s school where only a few
students remain.

The soldier, Corporal John
McBurney (Colin Farrell), is initially
viewed with suspicion, but slowly
all the women, including the
gracious Martha Farnsworth (Nicole
Kidman), owner of the house and
school, and Edwina Morrow (Kirsten
Dunst) all begin to soften towards the
charming, hard-working soldier who
helps them around the garden once
he begins to recovers.

As the women and girls grow
fond of the soldier, tensions rise,
people fall in love, or lust, and as
with most hothouse situations,
the rot starts to manifest. But,
unlike other films of the kind,
things do not spiral downwards
into atrocious clichés, guided by
Coppola’s unerring touch, and
the great Kidman and Dunst, the
film reveals hidden character and
brings out nuances that might have
gone down the drain at the hands
of a more drama-oriented director
who might have set effect over
affect and ruined everything. As
a result, The Beguiled becomes a
much more interesting film than
what one might have imagined,
bringing little surprises to a thriller
that benefits from the lightness of
the stellar ensemble acting by the
wormen.

Colin Farrell does well here
as a louche but charming Irish
mercenary who falls into the laps
of seven women who grow to adore
him, but are betrayed by his basic
instincts. While I can understand
why The Beguiled won Coppola
her “Best Director” award, with
its subtle direction and absolutely
beautiful mise-en-scéne, it is
not one of her best films, unlike
the great Marie Antoinette or
the sensitive Somewhere — both
of which show her distinctive
auteurship which takes her out of
the category of being Francis Ford’s
daughter and puts her on the same
list as Jane Campion and Kathryn
Bigelow.

At this time of awards season
fervour, watch The Beguiled if you
want to support the smaller films
that actually make cinema so much
more interesting. 4

Watch trailer online
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COURT DIARIES: Surendra Bhandari (second from left), one of the advocates who
defended activist Govinda KC (left) in a contempt of court case, files a complaint at
Kathmandu Valley Police Range in Teku on Wednesday, accusing Chief Justice Gopal
Parajuli of threatening to kill him.

RSS

ON PROGRESS: Former crown princess Himani Shah visits the under construction
Bhawani Secondary School in Palungtar, Gorkha on Saturday. The eight classroom school
is being built with support from the Himani Trust, chaired by Shah.
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BEING AGEIST: Aditya Agrawal (second from left) celebrates the launch of Johnnie

Walker 18-year-old blended Scotch whisky with guests at The Address Lounge in
Kalikasthan last week.
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Losing public trust

Opinion Surveys of 2013 and 2015,

Nepali Congress (NC) had topped the list
of political parties that the people trusted
the most. However in the elections to all
three tiers of government in 2017, the grand
old party of Nepal's democracy trailed far
behind the UML.

In the March 2013 survey, conducted
just ahead of the second Constituent
Assembly elections, 19% respondents
viewed the NC as a party capable of creating
a peaceful, prosperous and democratic
Nepal — almost double the percentage of
respondents who trusted the
Maoists (10%). The Maoists
had swept the 2013 elections
and were the largest party in
the CA. Of the respondents,
13% trusted the UML.

The Survey was proven
right as the NC went on to
emerge as the largest party.

In January 2015, the NC was leading
the Constitution drafting process and it
performed even better in the popularity
chartin a Public Opinion survey conducted
that year. Over one third of the respondents
(34%) chose the NC as a party capable
of building a peaceful, prosperous and
democratic Nepal.

But three years later, the NC has lost

‘ n the previous two Himalmedia Public

Don't know/can't say 39.8%

Others 19.6%

10

UML 13.4%

March 2013
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most of its credibility and support —
proven in not just the local, provincial and
parliamentary elections, but also by the
latest 2018 Himalmedia Public Opinion
Survey conducted in January.

The UML swept local governments in
mid-2017 and emerged as the single largest
party with 44% of parliamentary seats in
elections under the FPTP (directly-elected)
and Proportional Representation (PR)
systems in November-December 2017.
Relegated to the third position in the FPTP
system, the NC recovered some lost ground
with 22% parliamentary seats thanks to PR
votes. The Maoists secured
third position with 19%
parliamentary seats, despite
faring better than the NC
under the FPTP system.

The Himalmedia
Public Opinion Survey was
conducted just one month
after the elections. The results
corresponded fairly accurately with the
elections results. Of the 3,612 respondents
interviewed, 28% said they didn't want to
disclose which party they voted for. But of
those who opened up, 31% said they voted
for the UML while 16% and 9% respondents
voted for the NC and the CPN (Maoist-
Centre) respectively.

If the NC had analysed the 2015 Public
Opinion Survey, they would have seen
that their party president Sher Bahadur
Deuba was one of the less popular political
personalities with only a 3% approval

Tracking the popularity of the main partisan Himalmedia
Pulic Opinion Surveys in 2013, 2015 and 2018

Others 19.6%

UML 15.9%
Don't know/can't say 20.8%

Maoists 9.2%

January 2015

rate. Deuba went on to topple the KP Ol
government by aligning himself with the
Maoists, he tried to impeach the fearless
Chief Justice Sushila Koirala, interfered in
the selection of the police chief, did not
support the impeachment motion against
the tainted CIAA chief Lokman Singh Karki in
2016 — and most importantly, he did not
oppose the Indian Blockade. All this came
to him at a cost of losing his party support
in that year’s elections, and the Survey too
shows that the NC has shrunk further.

The UML Chair KP Oli, on the
other hand, appears to have played his
nationalism card astutely by opposing the
blockade and signing trade and transit
deals with China. He supported the
impeachment of Lokman Singh Karki, but
stood by Sushila Karki when Deuba wanted
to hound her out.

He and the UML reaped the reward for
this stance. With its electoral alliance with
the Maoists, the UML now has a near two-
third majority in parliament.

The NC's top leaders do not seem to
have learnt their lessons, and instead of
introspection they blame it to the ‘ganging
up’ of the UML and Maoists. To be sure,
the NC (32%) is neck-to-neck with the UML
(33%) in terms of PR votes — proof that
the electorate still likes the NC, despite not
liking its leaders.

The Himalmedia Survey asked
respondents the criteria they considered
for voting. Only 40% said they voted for the
parties they have always voted for.

The combined proportion of those
who said they considered the agenda of
the parties (19%), the personalities and
stance of top political leaders (16%) and the
agenda of candidates (17%) was 52%. &2

Others 42.2%

Don'tknow/can't say 1.4%

Maoists 9%

January 2018

Province 2 & 6 anomaly

rovince 2 and 6 stood out as Nepal's poorest states when the National Planning

Commission published its Multi-dimensional Poverty Index (MPI) report in
December. However, the Himalmedia Public Opinion Survey shows they don't just
rank lowest in human development but its inhabitants also think differently from
the rest of the country on several important issues like constitution amendment,
sovereignty and transitional justice.

In other provinces, only around one-fourth and one-third of Nepalis think the

Constitution needs to be amended. But in Province 2, an overwhelming 84% people
want the government to amend the charter.

Yes 36.7% Q. Should the Constitution
No32.6% be amended?
Don't know/can't say 10.7%

Province |6

Yes 29.0%

No 46.3%

Don't know/can't say 24.6%
Yes 84.4%

No 8.4%
Don't know/can't say 7.3%

Yes 33.7%
No 52.5%
Don't know/can't say 13.8%

Yes 49.3%

No 37.6% Province 13
Don't know/can't say 13.1% Yes 29.3% Province 1
_— N°/51;1% gy 5322
on't know, cantsay . No51.1%
Don't know/can't say 16.6%

In general, only 30% of Nepalis see a threat to the country's sovereignty, while a
majority of them (40%) think the threat comes from foreign countries. In all provinces,
most people think India is a threat to Nepal's sovereignty, but Province 2 has the
lowest percentage of people who do not consider India as a threat. But even in the
plains province bordering India, more than one-third of respondents saw India as
a threat to Nepal's sovereignty — indicating a lingering memory of the Blockade. A
negligible proportion of respondents (1-2%) saw China as a threat in six provinces,
however in Province 2 this score soared to 14%.

In Province 6, which is even poorer than Province 2, people agree with most of the
other provinces on most issues but appear to have more progressive views. Majority
of Province 6 respondents say they are happy that Dalits and women were elected into
municipalities and village councils last year. While in other provinces some said the
reservation for women and Dalit candidates was ‘meaningless’, in Province 6 only a
negligible proportion thought this way.

On the issue of transitional justice, nearly three-fourth (72%) people of Province
6 think war-time atrocities must be investigated, much higher than percentages of
peoples who think so in other provinces. Peaple here are also more satisfied with
local governments. While 62% people here believe that municipalities and village
councils are delivering faster services, this percentage does not exceed 50 in any other
provinces.
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PUBLIC PULSE: o enumerator -
interviews a respondent in llam
inmidanuary.

OM ASTHA RAI

ost Nepalis are preoccupied
Mwith the state of the economy.

Disillusioned with politics,
they worry about education, paying rent,
inflation and the lack of jobs.

Yet, according to the nationwide
2018 Himalmedia Public Opinon Survey
conducted this month with support
from International IDEA, Nepalis have
surprisingly not given up hope for a
better future.

They feel that it is possible for
politicians to change their ways and
perform better. They also believe that
things have improved in the
past few years and that they
will get even better.

Nepalis hope that the
three levels of government
that have been recently
elected will speed up
development, generate
employment opportunities
and usher in an era of
political stability. For this,
they feel that the Constitution needs to be
amended so that all political disputes are
resolved.

A majority of the 3,612 respondents
selected to proportionately represent
Nepal’s demographic and geographical
diversity, pinpointed unemployment,

\ Y /
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lack of development and inflation as their
top three worries. Surprisingly, political
instability was the main concern of only
10% of interviewees. Unemployment is the
most pressing problem for 66% respondents,
followed by lack of development (62%) and
inflation (34%). The poor state of health and
education were listed as the other two main
areas of concern.

Cross-tabulated results from the survey
show that these concerns were highest
in Province 6, Nepal’s poorest province
according to the recent Multiple Poverty
Index (MPI) report published by the National
Planning Commission. Unemployment is the
most pressing problem for 84% of respondents
in this province in the remote mid-western
hills, followed by lack of development (67 %)
and inflation (39%).

Unemployment, inflation and
lack of development mean that
only 38% of Nepalis are able to
make a comfortable living. Nearly
half the respondents said they
barely manage to get by, and 16%
said they are unable to take care of
their families with their earnings.
A majority of people belonging to
this 16% category are the illiterate,
Dalits and high mountain dwellers.

Those who answered that they were
unable to make a living were asked
supplementary questions about what they
planned to do: 57% said they were determined
to work harder, 15% would switch their
profession, 10% said they would look for jobs

Hoping against hope

Q. What are you thinking to improve
your livelihood?

Work harder 57.1%
Switch profession 14.5%
® Go for overseas employment 7.8%
Find job for spouse/children 10.7%
@ Don't want to say 10%

for spouses and children. Interestingly, only
8% said they would seek to migrate overseas
for work, with an overwhelming majority
saying they would look for jobs within Nepal.
After the provincial-parliamentary
elections in November-December, Nepal is
finally poised to be governed by a durable

government: respondents hope that will
speed up development and create jobs.

Only 20% of those interviewed were
pessimistic, saying things will remain the
same despite the elections. More than half
said they expect the pace of development to
increase and that there will be more jobs.

50% of Nepalis want the new
government to focus on roads, education
and health, while controlling inflation and
corruption were the other two priorities.

During elections last year, the Left
Alliance repeatedly said that there was no
need for another political revolution since
there had been a substantial change in
the state structure. It said elections would
mark the end of the prolonged transition
to a federal democratic republic and that
Nepal would enter a new era of stability and
prosperity.

The fact that most Nepalis want the new
government to focus on the economy and
development suggests that they agree with
this election platform. But they also believe
there are political disputes that still need to
be sorted out by amending the Constitution.

Even after participating in the election
under the new Constitution, Madhesi
parties insist on the need to amend the
charter. Survey results show that 84%
of respondents in Province 2 think the
Constitution needs to be amended, as do
49% in Province 5. But some people are
still not sure: 14% of respondents say they
do not know if the Constitution needs to be
amended. &
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ast week, outgoing Prime Minister Sher

Bahadur Deuba got the Cabinet to pass
a slew of populist measures, including
lowering the minimum age for the elderly
allowance and increasing the reconstruction
grants for earthquake survivors.

The Ministry of Finance now needs to
allocate an additional Rs16 billion because
of the increase in the number of elderly
who are eligible for allowances. Deuba
was actually only emulating something
the UML itself had promised during the
election campaign — to increase the
elderly allowance to Rs5,000 from Rs2,000
per month if it came to power. The UML
proposal would have cost more than
reducing the threshold age for the elderly.

The NC is clearly aiming to beat the
UML in the next elections. However,
analysts say this could be counter-
productive because the results of the 2018
Himalmedia Opinion Poll Survey show that
people nationwide have a dim view of such
expensive populism. (see Editorial, page 2)

Neearly two-thirds of the 3,612
respondents prefer a better living
environment for elderly people, with 41%
in support of elderly allowances. Some
57% of respondents in the age group 60 and
above naturally wanted more allowances
while only a third of younger respondents

Province-wise percentages
of respondents to
Himalmedia Opinion

o b
Province7 ' Province 6 Survey 2018

A% 6% )

Province 5 i
i Province 4
il 18.8% Y g 30,

Province 3

aged 18-25 wanted the increase.

Since the three big parties in Nepal
have shown in the past that they will
throw money at populist measures at
election time, the survey results could be
an important lesson that spending may not
necessarily translate into more support.

After last year’s local elections, some
mayors and village chiefs had arbitrarily
increased social security allowances,
but the survey shows that people want
municipalities and village councils to
efficiently deliver government services
rather than increasing such allowances.
Only 8% of respondents wanted their
municipalities/village councils to increase
social security allowances. More than 90%
respondents preferred faster and hassle-
free service delivery, development and
employment schemes.

Some political leaders had promised
pensions for farmers if they came to
power, but in answer to another survey
question, 83% of respondents said
they did not approve and would much
rather have the government provide
irrigation facilities and fertilisers for
farmers. Rather than dole out payments
for medical treatment, respondents want
the government to ensure better, cheaper
health care.

Methodology

imalmedia, publisher of Nepali Timesand Himal

Khabarpatrika, in partnership with various development
agencies, has been conducting Public Opinion surveys almost
annually since 2004. This year's Survey was supported by
International IDEA.

FACTS Nepal was involved in data collection, and data was

20.6% analysed by statistician Balkrishna Khadka.

. Province 1
Province 2 17%

This year's Survey was conducted 8-21 January. There were
3,612 respondents from 37 districts, who answered 43 pre-
tested questions delivered by 71 enumerators.

19.9%

Q. How will the new govern-
ment run the country?

Q. What should be done if municipal-
ities and village councils cannot fulfill
all their constitutional duties?

Enumerators were pre-trained to study whether the
questions would be clear to the respondents or not.

In order to accurately represent the country’s geographical
and demographic diversity, respondents were selected through
probability and non-probability sampling methods. The 2011
census report was used as the basis for determining the sample
size of each district.

The survey results have been cross-tabulated with province-
wise results and disaggregated by age, gender, profession and
region. The complete and detailed set of responses will be
posted online in English and Nepali.

Q. Ahuge number of women and Dalits
have been elected to municipal and village
coundls. How do you see it?

Constitution needs to be amended to
minimise their roles 19.6%
® They must be capacitated 60%
@ Don'twant to say 25.5%

Development will be expedited 42.8%
More jobs will be created 16%

@ Political stability 10.4%

@ Nothing will happen 20.6%
It will get worse 2.7%

@ Don'twant to say 7.3%

It's a great achievement 70.6%
It's meaningless 5.9%
@ It's a natural process 15.3%
Neither like nor dislike it 4.0%
@ Don'twant to say 4.1%

No ammnesty
for war crimes

Last week, the government issued

an ordinance to extend the terms

of both the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) and the Commission
of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons (CIEDP) by one year.

But 50% of the 3,612 Nepalis surveyed
in the Himalmedia poll had little trust
in the two bodies and predicted that the
two transitional justice bodies will not be
able to complete their jobs even with their
extended tenures.

Two weeks ago, when the government
was preparing to pass the ordinance on
the commissions, 71 enumerators had
fanned out across 37 districts to ask
various questions. Among them: 'Will the
TRC and the CIEDP complete their jobs in
the extended period'?

Only 27% of respondents replied ‘yes’.

Respondents were also asked
how conflict-era atrocities should be
dealt with: as many as 38% said these
cases must be investigated, 17% said
perpetrators must be tried in regular
courts and 9% said international law must
be followed. Only 20% of respondents
supported compensation and amnesty,
while 8% were for forgiving and moving
on.

Interestingly, the percentage of
respondents demanding investigations
into war-time atrocities hovers between
30-45% in all provinces except Province
6, which has the districts most affected
by the conflict and some of the highest
numbers of disappearances. Here, as many
as 72% of those surveyed demand that
wartime atrocities be investigated.

Q. Will the two transitional justice bodies
complete their investigations into conflict-
era cases in the extended period?

Yes 27.5%
No 50%
@ Don't know 22%
@ Don't want to say 0.5%

Q. How should conflict-era cases
be dealt with?

Should be investigated 38.5%

Should be tried at criminal court 16.9%
@ Action should be taken against perpetra-
tors under international laws 8.9%
@ Compensation for victims, amnesty for
perpetrators 20.4%

Forget and move on 8.3%
@ Don'twantto say 6.9%
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Nothing better to do

ow that we are a Feral Democratic
N Republic, we cannot carry on the way we
were. We have to do things completely
differently. This country needs a paradigm shit.

The Nepali Kangressis are on the right
track, opening up shoe-shine businesses on
the sidewalks to show that they are engaged in
the noble profession of overcharging to polish
shoes of passershy. Not be outdone, the UML
can take a cue from Comrade Qily's declaration
last week that money laundering is good for the
economy, by opening Nepal’s first laundromat
to wash cash — and they can start by thawing
the nine billions frozen by the Rastrabadi Bank.
The Maobadi can show they are no longer
engaged in bloodshed, but in blood donation
by opening roadside kiosks to draw the blood
of the proletariat for transfusions at medical
colleges they own.

In the spirit of inclusiveness and gender
balance, we also need to take this opportunity
to be politically correct about place names.
The Ass' attention has been drawn to the
fact that there is a male-bias in the words
Himalayan Mountains, Lake Mansarovar,
Manaslu and Manakamana. As a recognition to
the contributions made by women to Nepal's
national development, we should start referring
to the world's greatest mountain range and
other mountains as Heralaya, Womanaslu, and
Tibet's holiest lake as Person Sarovar. Hetauda
must be immediately changed to Shetauda.

There have been half-hearted attempts
in our own country in the past to rename
towns after deceased national figures, but
this campaign soon ground to a halt because
we ran out of expired illustrious personages.

We shouldn't let this deter us, there are still
thousands of famous people who are still
hale and hearty and thousands of towns out
there waiting to be renamed. Also we have a
caretaker grovelment that seems to have a lot
of time on its hands. The All-Nepal Renaming
Towns Because We Have Nothing Better to
Do National Commission has put forth the
following suggestions which will be approved
during the first sitting of the new Parliament
or through a street agitation, whichever comes
first:

Old Name - New Name
Khumjung - Hillaryganj
Mugling - Mugging
Kakarbhitta - Gingernagar
Surkhet - Phuket

Rampur - Rambahadurpur

Why stop at towns? Our provinces still
only have numericals. Kathmandu has a
ot of unimaginative names of streets and
neighbourhoods that have to be brought up
fo date:

Old Name - New Name

Chakra Path - Prachanda Path

Bhedasing - Prakash Man Singh
Jawalakhel - Jawaharlalkhel

Kopundole - Coupon Toll &
Taksar - Taskar

Bhaisepati - Rangopati

Bhaktapur - ChimniBhattapur
Pradarsani Marg - Exhibitionist Road

Bagmati - Plastic Bag Mati

Kanti Path - Shining Path The Ass

NEED A BATTERY??
FREE HOME DELIVERY!

60.‘-’

o

WITH FREEEITMENTRSERVICE

-

www.nepalitimes.com

CHARRED OAK BARRELS o

[

FLIAVOURFUL, SMOKY & . cauus i B
INTENSE CHARACTER 9860 125193/98010 23133 facebook.com/info.pasaal

QUICK DELIVERY FREE DIAGNOSTIC GET BACKON

Ehtip P wwidecbook.com/alddurbar
PR e i R 9808 684 414 ATYOURDOORSTEP &INSTALLATION THEROAD O instagram.com/pasaal_auto

Legends of the
pure lager

170 years ago we declared that Carlsberg would be made to
uncompromising quality standards through a rigorous and
exacting process. And that’s how, 170 years later,
simple statements become legendary tales.

#CheersResponsibly @@ '{:: 7 s @l’lSlJefg Pl'ObCibl'l_.] the best beer in the world.

CDO Regd No 194/056/57 Lalitpur, Central Region Postal Regd. No 09/066/67




	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10
	page 11
	page 12
	page 13
	page 14
	page 15
	page 16

