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Duksangh Sherpa

ATTACHED TO ART
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Watch this video portrait of Nepali artist Prithvi 
Shrestha, and listen to him explain how he depicts 
the attachment to the physical and meta-physical 
pervading our everyday lives. And how all this is 
changing with information technology.
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Sewa Bhattarai

DEADLOCKED
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Take a walk through the Bhaktapur Durbar Square to see 
how  Bhaktapur is rebuilding the historic monuments 
damaged by 2015 earthquake, and examine why the city 
decided to forego German help.  

The main points of disagreement that 
stalled negotiations on German aid for 
Bhaktapur’s monuments:

Consultants: KfW required international 
technical consultants on board. Bhaktapur 
believed its Khwopa Engineering College had 
the expertise in reconstruction.  
Materials: KfW asked Bhaktapur to be 
open to using concealed modern materials 
like cement and steel. Bhaktapur refused to 
compromise on the use of local materials. 
Bidding: Bhaktapur was adamant on 
employing local user committees for 
construction. KfW said its rules required an 
international tender. 
Style: For Rana-era buildings like Nepal Art 
Museum, KfW preferred to rebuild in existing 
neo-classical design. Bhaktapur wanted to go 
further back to its Malla-era style. 
Dispute Resolutions: Bhaktapur objected 
to the clause ‘taking all disputes to German 
courts’. KfW said this was standard language in 
international contracts.

HEAD TO HEAD

We thank those who help us, but 
ultimately it is our decision. Foregoing aid 
may look like a loss from outside, but it is 

in the long term benefit of the town.
Sunil Prajapti, Mayor of Bhaktapur

Those involved did actually try 
their best. If one modality of cooperation 
does not work, for a short period of time, 

that is not the end of the world, is it?
Roland Schäfer, German Amabassador to Nepal
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Sophia Pande
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Watch trailer online
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