EUROPE
TOURG

Tashila

TOURS & TRAVELS
94341-53567

Telephone:

229842 / 222918

GANGTOK; WEDNESDAY, May 21-27, 2003

SIKKIM MATTERS VOL 1 NO 47 OJ Rs. 5

]eemar(QC)/(?M)
(8
’E._j. S )
Hlo B

Specialised North Indian cuisine
and special fast food items
All items TROLLEY served.

JEEMAN (MEALS), KUNDEH-KHANG BUILDING, NEAR
SADA THANA, TIBET ROAD, GANGTOK. Phone: 225098.

E-MAIL: jeeman@redifimail.com

SUBEDI CLAIMS HE WAS NOT INVOLVED IN ASSAULT

MINISTER BOOKED FOR ASSAULTING B.O.

TURN TO pg 3 FOR DETAILS

WHY e

REPRESENTATION OF
ACT

WAS
AMENDED

AND

The first of a 2-part series on the
events that led to the amendment
of the Representation of People
Act, 1950, which gave the Sik-
kim Legislative Assembly its
present arrangement of seats...

TURN TO pg 7 FOR DETAILS

CK PRADHAN
LOYALISTS
STORM THE
GHISING
BASTION

TURN TO pg 8 FOR DETAILS

Court not interested
in Publicity Interest
Litigations

JUDGEMENT SAYS
HEM LALL DID NOT
APPROACH COURT
WITH

The allegation that Hem
Lall Bhandari, the SSP
Vice-President, was fur-
thering the cause of his
political bosses was
given some credibility on
May 17, last Saturday,
when Mr. Justice NS
Singh dismissed Mr.
Bhandari’s much publi-
cised PIL against the
Chief Justice with the
words that: “...this court
should not allow its due
process of law to be
abused by the present
writ petitioner for his ex-
traneous motivation or
and for glare of public-
ity.” The judgement re-
corded that Mr. Bhanda-
ri’s petition did not meet
the guidelines specified
by the Supreme Court on
what constitutes a PIL.

TURNTO pg 5
FOR DETAILS

COURT DISALLOWS ABUSE OF PROCESS
OF LAW FOR EXTRANEOUS BENEFITS
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SIKKIM MATTERS

Who Let Democracy Down?

If one were to take the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny as the beginning of
Indian aspiration for self determination, then it took the nation
ninety years of struggle to achieve it. Compared to it, Sikkim’s
democratic aspirations were realised much faster. Barely three
years of struggle saw it get incorporated into the Indian demo-
cratic institution. Itis perhaps in disbelief of the ease with which
it came about that even though twenty-eight years have passed
since, we still hear whispers that the democracy sown in 1975
is yet to get institutionalised. If this were true, then either the
democratic institution itself is flawed or the Sikkimese have
still not realised what self-expression is all about. Twenty-eight
years is after all a long time to get used to something.

Neither of these contentions is entirely true. The Sikkimese
electorate did after all elect five governments and displace
two in the ballot when it got the chance. Politics is hotly de-
bated in the villages and concerns, whether justified or un-
founded, are voiced belligerently and often. The size of the
ruling and Opposition benches in its original composition after
each election is also something that should excite political ob-
servers. All the elections, save the aberration of 1989, have
sent an evenly balanced Assembly to a five year term in Sik-
kim. An absolute majority for one party has almost always been
balanced by a sizeable Opposition. How this composition
changed within a year of the verdict is for all to see. If anyone
has failed democracy, it has been the leaders. Sikkimese de-
mocracy could have been even more vibrant had floor-cross-
ing not started with the first democratically elected Assembly
in 1979. From then onwards, it became a trend which contin-
ues to this day.

A contributing factor to this has been the involvement of
the State Government in all spheres of activity - developmen-
tal, social or day to day. Belonging to the Opposition cut [or at
least put the fear of getting cut off] constituencies off from the
developmental loop. Realignments were forced almost as soon
as the last verdict of the polls was declared and facilitated
further by the general lack of ideology among the politicians.
Politics in Sikkim came to mean being in power. While every
politician should aspire to be in power, they should be held
accountable for the means they adopt to this end. The recent
Union Cabinet decision to support a new legislation to cover
defections should help in this regard. As for Sikkim, a begin-
ning can be made with the government reducing its role in the
public domain. The leaders are in place to frame policies, not
run our lives. Decentralisation of power in the hands of the
panchayats should make governance more intimate and ac-
countable. What will go a long way in completing the educa-
tion on democracy would be a series of seminars and work-
shops detailing what Article 371F stands for, what being a part
of India has brought to Sikkim and what is expected in return.
Since it is the Merger that brought democracy to Sikkim, the
ghost of '75 which still lurks in many minds needs to be exor-
cised. Such measures should also resolve the many contro-
versies that are in the air at present. Such initiatives will also
confirm that democracy is truly institutionalised in Sikkim.

Red-Taping Information

Right to Information is now guaranteed by the Constitution.
But hold on. Before you go marching into a government of-
fice demanding a copy of certain notification or the files re-
lating to a certain contract, you should know that there is still
no law in place to counter the bureaucratic red tape that in-
formation is still tied in. For someone wanting to exercise
his/ her Right to Information, an application still has to be
made. To the right authorities. After this, a new file starts its
journey up and down the departmental hierarchy. Notings
are made, signed and countersigned. Taking into account
the number of holidays, earned and gazetted, that could fall
between the filing of the application and the processing of
the file, even the most committed exercisers of this Right to
Information could lose interest and move after another file to
chase. Even if the much-travelled file does get approved,
the information required, which also would be bundled in a
“file,” could conveniently get misplaced or “lost”. Little won-
der then, that the right to information is best exercised by
way of greasing the right palms.

(J THE LIMITATIONS OF RESERVATION
Quotas Cannot Undo The Damage
Of A Flawed System

Offering reservation is the solution worked out by our

founding fathers to right a historical wrong. This option,

however, cannot undo the damage of an incompetent
schooling and instead sows a mentality that is essen-

tially reservationist, writes PRAVEEN MOKTAN

few years back a book
‘ \ called The Bell Curve by
two American professors
created astorminthe US. Thede-
bate that the book generated was
not confined to the academia but
spilled out in the open with both,
the opponents and the sympathis-
ers of the theory proposed in the
book, slugging it out in seminars,
editorials, letters, book reviews
and other fora.

A few lauded the two profes-
sorsfor being courageous and in-
sightful whilemost vilified them -
calling them racist and neo-con-
servatives. India was not un-
touched by the book and here too
we saw people on either side of
the fence making their respective
pointsin|ettersto editorsand com-
mentaries in various magazines.

So what exactly was there in
that book that got people so im-
passioned?

Tobeginwiththebook waswrit-
ten for the general reader and al-
though much of theanalysisthat

they presented in the book.
Whileit isnot theintention of
thisessay to either support or con-
tradict the book, some thoughts
that it raises are pertinent espe-
cially in the present scenario
where certain sections of the soci-
ety are on some kind of acommu-
nal high after the recent decisions
of the Centre to extend reserva-
tions to the Limbu and Tamang
communities. While the decision
itself may be given the benefit of
the doubt for being an apolitical
one with just the welfare of these
two communitiesin mind, itisnot
without a tinge of irony that one
observes the path of regression
that the new status harks. Itisalso
a cynical reflection of the times
that weliveinthat an official pro-
nouncement of backwardnessisa
cause of great celebration and a
clarion call for adopting precisely
the same type of ante-diluvium
practices that got them there or
rather no where in the first place.

The lesson to be learned from
the book isnot so much from what
isinthebook than from the type of
socid environment that made the
writing of it necessary and relevant
tosome. Intimesaspolitically sen-
stive asthe onethat Sikkimisgo-
ing through at the moment, one
should take sometime out to reflect
that The Bell Curve, a book that
tried to project an unscientific rac-
ist theory was not the project of
somerabble-rousing, hate-monger-
ing fanatic. Here were two acad-
emicianswith sound liberal higher
educational backgroundsindulging
insomedtatistical sophistry tomake
aracist point that had afar greater
potency and appeal than any poli-
tician's speech. The bottom line
being thefact that because the book
was an intellectual endeavour and
not apamphletit couldclaimalevel
of legitimacy that perhapsit would
not have got had similar notions
been aired in other forums.

But the deeper question that
still begs an answer is why the
book got written.

It did, | guess, for the same
reasons that made elderly white
German ladies in a small town
cheer approvingly when miscre-
antsset fireto ahostel that housed
Turkish asylum seekers. Or

was presented in it was drawn
fromtheesoterictheoriesof sta

the reasons why Gujarat saw
middle class individuals en-

tistics (hence the name) it im-
mediately made sense to some and
provoked the mgjority.

In a nutshell, the book pro-
posed that rather than the socioeco-
nomic status, it wasanindividua's
1Q that wasresponsiblefor hissuc-
cess in the society. And because,
as statistical inference of the data
collected by the two professors
showed, blacks genetically were
predisposed to havelower |Qsthan
the average whites, no amount of
remedial action in the form of af-
firmative action programmes (the
American equivaent of the reser-
vation policiesinIndia) could suc-
ceed in bringing about the genera
upliftment of these people.

The book did not stop at that
but also went on to state with con-
siderable note of aarm that be-
cause the genetically inferior
blacks were prone to reproducing
more prolifically than their more
cognitively well-attributed white
counterparts, agovernment policy
that did not check such indiscrimi-
nate breeding would bring about
ageneral declinein the quality of
the cognitive capital of the US
population resulting in the univer-
salisation of the social maladies
that afflicted the blacks in the
present day.

The book, as one critic wrote,
had the tone of an attorney speak-
ingtothejury. Thejury inthiscase
being the policy makersinAmerica
whosedecisionstheauthorswanted
to influence with the evidence that

The collective sigh of relief that
these communities breathed and
the apparent jealousy that it
aroused in those not as fortuitous
gives afair idea of the level and
the nature of discourse prevalent
among theintell ectuals of the day.

Reservations, like socialism,
are a burden of conscience of our
founding fathers. It was their way
of righting a historical wrong, an
idealistic by-product of a western
style enlightenment that was com-
pletely hijacked by the politicians.
(Post independence politicianswho
have so fractured their constituen-
ciesthat they give an entirely new
meaning to theterm reductionism.)
Theresult of al thisisabelief that
reservation, rather than hard work,
isthe open sesameto the cushy en-
vironment of government jobs
with its perks, incentives and se-
curity. And, one cannot really
blame the average “genera” guy
for believing it to be so, for when
he visits the bank or the post of-
fice or any other government of-
fice, the positions there are so in-
undated with quotacandidatesthat
in the long, dark, forbidding tun-
nel of meritocracy, the only light
that they seeisthat of the flicker-
ing star called reservation.

The government thereforefinds
itself under the compulsion of dol-
ingout totheother dissatisfied groups
the B team of reservationsthe OBC.

So where does The Bell Curve
fitinall this.

gagein the sort of carnagethat
the state witnessed. The bottom
lineisthat even themost atruistic
policies in an imperfect system
like ours or the US or anywhere
else in the world cannot please
anyone. But what fuels the fire
further, making people incapable
of critical thinking and scapegoats
of “others” whom they blame for
most of theillsthey face, arethese
provocationsthat are generated by
an intelligentsiawith an agenda.

Also, what aggravates the
problem further and alienate peo-
ples is the apparent “taking for
granted” of the provision of reser-
vations by its beneficiaries.

My personal experienceisthat
the struggle for an average person
benefited by reservationismuchless
intensethanwheat itisfor thosefrom
the general category. And this be-
gins right from the time when stu-
dents go scouting for colleges. For
collegesunder theDelhi University,
general candidates hop from one
unfamiliar collegeto another inthe
ferocious summer heat standing in
long queues for courses whose ad-
mission percentages are astronomi-
caly high while those with quotas
reserved for them fill out smple
sheetswhich are processed under far
less stringent conditions. This is
ironical given the fact that the stu-
dent on quotaoften getsdriven into
thecampusonalLG's(local guard-
ian) Maruti whilethe“ genera” fel-
low from some tea garden under-
turntopg 8
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MINIS'I'ER BOOKED FOR “CAUSING SIMPLE
INJURY, CRIMINAL TRESPASS"”

ASSAULTED B.O.”S FAMILY WANTS
JUSTICE; POLICE EFFECT TWO
ARRESTS; MINISTER MAINTAINS HE
WAS NOT INVOLVED IN ASSAULT

aNOW REPORT

GANGTOK: In an incident that
is sure to put the ruling Front in
an embarrassing spot, a Minister
has been accused of assaulting a
Block Officer in Geyzing on May
14, last Wednesday.

Inan FIR lodged with the West
district police, Neelam Pradhan,
wife of Neerg Pradhan, a BO
posted in Geyzing has alleged that
the Transport Minister, SB Subedi,
along with two othersattacked her
husband at their home on Wednes-
day evening.

While speaking to NOW!,
Mrs. Pradhan alleged that Mr.
Subedi called on them at around
8:30 PM on Wednesday and im-
mediately proceeded to “beat up”
her husband along with two oth-
ers who had accompanied him.
Following the ruckus, Mr. Prad-
han, who had sustained injuriesto
hisface, chest, head, neck and was
bruised all over was rushed to the
hospital and later referred to
STNM hospital, Gangtok.

An emotional Mrs. Pradhan
further stated that she too sus-
tained minor injuries in the scuf-
fle and that her 16-month-old
daughter, whom she was carrying

inher armsat thetime, was till in
a state of “acute shock”.

She minced no wordsto casti-
gate her neighbours either. They,
she says, remained locked inside
their homeswhen theincident was
played out. Mr. Pradhan has since
been referred to Mitra Nursing
Homein Siliguri.

While speaking to NOW!, a
relative of the BO, who isalso a
government servant, said that even
they are at aloss asto what could
have caused the assaullt. “We know
of no reason or prior enmity to
have prompted the attack. But now
that it has happened, we want to
seejustice delivered,” he said.

The West digtrict police, in the
meantime, arrested two of the ac-
cused - Kuldeep Chettri and Nayo
Bhutia, the duo alleged to have ac-
companied Mr. Subedi to the Prad-
hanresidence- onMay 16. Thetwo
were subsequently released on bail.

oIKKIM DOES WELL IN IGSE, 136

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Skkimstudentsputin
acommendable performancein this
year's|CSE and 1SC examinations.
Tashi Namgyal Academy posted a
cent per cent result on the ISC ex-
amswhileNamchi Public School and
. Joseph’s Convent, Martam also
matched thefeat in the| CSE exams.

Overall, theresultswereinthe
high percentiles is evident from
the summarised tally below:

Tashi Namgyal Academy: ISC
(100%). ICSE (94.4%); St. Xavier's
School Pakyong: ISC (99%). ICSE
(90%); Namchi Public School:
ICSE: (100%); . Joseph's Con-
vent, Martam: ICSE: (100%).

Individual performances were
also exemplary with TNA’'s
Daipayan Bhattacharjee aggregat-
ing 93%in | SC and Padam Pushkar
Pradhan notching up 93%in ICSE.

Resultsconfirmedtill going to

print show Reshmi Prasad with
94% and Analan Dey Sarkar 86%
in 1SC and Sharwan Kumar
Sharma with 93% in ICSE of .
Xavier's, Pakyong doing Sikkim
proud as did Eliza Namchu (91%
ICSE) of SIS, Martam.

Foutse

The 49th day Kutse Shegu of Late
Poprim Bhutia, r/o Lingeythang
Busty, Below Old Market, Pakyong
Bazaar, East Sikkim who left for
heavenly abode on 10 May 2003
falls on Friday, 27 June 2003. All
relatives, friends and well wishers
are requested to join us in offering
prayers for the departed soul at our
residence. we also thank all those
who helped us during our hour of be-
reavement and regret our inability to

do so individually.
Mr. & Mrs. Prem Kr. Rai (son),
Mr. & Mrs. C. B. Subba (son in
law), Sunita Pradhan (daughter)
& all family members

On being asked what action was
planned against the Minister ac-
cusedintheincident, senior officids
said that all three [the duo aready
arrested and Mr. Subedi] have been
booked under Section 323 [causing
simple injury], 448/ 34 [crimina
trespass] of the Indian Penal Code.
All are bailable offences.

The caseisstill under investi-
gation. The statement of the vic-
tim, for example, is yet to be re-
corded and examined. His refer-
ra to Siliguri hasonly delayed the
process although a Sikkim Police
official has also been despatched
to Siliguri to record his statement.

Although named in the FIR
as one of the persons to have
assaulted the BO, Mr. Subedi,
while regretting the incident,
maintained that he did not as-
sault the forest official. While
speaking to NOW!, he said: “It
wasan unfortunateincident, but
| had no rolein it. Yes, | hap-
pened to betherewhen two boys
who had accompanied me lost
control and attacked Neeraj
Pradhan. By thetimethe melee
could be stopped, he had sus-
tained someinjuries.”

The Minister further
pointed out that thetwo boysac-

cused in the FIR had already
been arrested and subsequently
released on bail.

“I did not try to influence
the police and will not interfere
with the process of law which
will reveal that | am not involved
in theattack,” hesaid.

SourcesclosetotheMinister
also suggested that the incident
got blown out of proportion be-
cause the Minister was present
when it happened, even though
heneither ingtigated nor involved
himself in the scuffle. “Had a
Minister not been present there,
no one would have approached
the Press and the matter would
have been compromised by
now,” they said.

The guilt factor aside, it is
suprising that neither thevictim's
colleagues from the service, nor
officials at the Department are
willing to come on record with
comments on the incident.
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Sikkim turns 28. CM recaps
development thus far,
reiterates commitment to
rural development; Gover-
nor's all for “peace, pros-
perity and progress,”
thumbs down pamphlets...

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Chief Minister
Pawan Chamling has said that the
only way of keeping away terror-
ism and insurgency from the State
washy providing theyouth withthe
right incentives for employment.

Speaking at the 28th State Day
celebrationshere at the Community
Hall onMay 16, Mr. Chamling said
that athough the government can-
not providewhite-collared jobsfor
all, it could point them in theright
direction towards self-employment
and self-reliance.

“The Chief Minister’s Self
Employment Scheme is perhaps
the only one of its kind loan
scheme in the country that pro-
vides an alternative to the youth
for employment. We provide the
financial and technical back-up to
the youth to take up various self-
employment ventures because we
know that a disgruntled youth
population can have far-reaching
conseguences,” he said.

Mr. Chamling said that his
government has taken a policy
decision to launch a new scheme
that isaimed at making the State a
“producer” Stateinstead of a“con-
sumer” State. Labeled “ One Fam-
ily, One Productive Scheme,” the
State government plansto makeit
compulsory for every householdin
the State to take up at least one
production venture, be it agro-
based, floriculture, fisheries or

Employment incentives can ke

o)

insurgency at bay: Chamling

WHILE THE NATIONAL ANTHEM PLAYED:

[Ieftt right] Deputy Speaker, Palden Lachungpa, Minister

a NOW! pic

(Health), DD Bhutia, Governor, V Rama Rao, CM, Pawan Chamling, Mrs. Tika Maya Chamling, Speaker,
Kalawati Subba, and Political Advisor to the CM, BB Gooroong.

service-sector based.

“Wewill providethefinancial
aswell asthetechnical support for
this scheme,” he assured.

Efforts are also on to stop mi-
gration of rural population to the
townsby way of formulating poli-
cies that are village-centric, Mr.
Chamling said.

“Wewant no shanty dwellings
to come up in the bigger towns of
the State. If we provideall the op-
portunitiesinthevillagesitself, we
can check the migration of rura
population to the towns,” he said,
while adding that the first policy
decision that hisgovernment took
after coming to power eight and a
half years ago was to set aside 70
per cent of the plan fund for the
villages and rural development.

“We cannot talk of thedevelop-
ment of theentirecountry asawhole

without takinginto considerationthe
development of the villages. If we
dothat, wearehypocrites,” hesaid.

The Chief Minister announced
that all the 176 Gram Panchayats
inthe Statewould have at least one
tourist spot and the Panchayats
would be given powers for deci-
sion-making.

“All the welfare schemes in
thevillageswould belooked after
by the Panchayats and they would
be responsible for their proper
implementation,” he said. The
State government would also make
afforestation programmes compul -
Sory in every construction activity
in the State, he said.

Inorder to mitigatethe problem
of water shortage in some drought-
proneareasof the State, thegovern-
ment will soon launch arainwater-
harvesting schemein which agrant
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of Rs. 35,000 will be provided to
each household taking up the
scheme, Mr. Chamling announced.

Healso revealed that the Cen-
tre has already approved the
project for an alternative highway
connecting the State that will by-
passthe Kalimpomg sub-division.
The new highway will start from
Meélli in South Sikkim along the
left flank of the Teesta River and
connect the State at Mamring, near
Rangpo in East Sikkim.

In his address, the Governor,
V Rama Rao said that the new
mantra of the State should be
“peace, prosperity and progress.”

While coming down heavily
on the recent circulation of mali-
cious pamphlets and newsletters

against the government, Mr. Rama
Rao said that such incidents are
unfortunate and detrimental to the
peace and tranquility of the State.

The highlight of the State Day
cdebrationswasthere esseof abook
based on the life and vison of the
CM. Pawan Chamling: Daringtobe
Different, written by senior journd-
ist and writer Yogendra Bai wasre-
leased by the Governor at the func-
tion. Critical reviewsof thebook were
read out by noted Nepdi writer and
SahityaAkademi award winner, Dr.
Lakhi Devi Sundasand Prof. Noreen
Dunne, head of the English depart-
ment, St. Joseph’s College,
Darjeding. The CM aso released a
book titled “ Sikkim'sSons, Nation's
Pride’ published by the Department
of Information and Public Relations
during the occasion.

A cultural programme was put
by the State Cultural programmeas
part of the State Day celebrations.

Later in the evening, a 20-
member troupe from the Lalit
Nritya Chandam, Darjeeling put
up acolourful performance.

In attendace at the celebration
were former chief ministers,
MLAS, senior officials and stu-
dents. A large number of distin-
guished scholars, writers, publish-
ers and literary figures from the
neighbouring Darjeeling Hills,
Kolkata and Delhi were also
present on the occasion.

High powered committee
suggests special census
for Limbu-Tamang figures

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Thefirst meeting of
the high-powered committee set
up by the State Government in
February thisyear to examine“in
depth” the issues arising with the
inclusion of the Limbu and
Tamang communities in the
Scheduled Tribeslist, met on May
12 under the chairmanship of th
political advisor to the chief min-
ister, BB Gooroong.

The Committee has recom-
mended that the State Government
request the Director General of
Census, Government of India to
conduct a special census of the
Limbusand Tamangsof Sikkimto
providereliabledataof their popu-
lation in the State. This, the Com-
mitteefeels, hasbeen necessitated
due to that fact that the two com-
munities in Sikkim are also rec-
ognised by their sub-castes such
as Ghising, Goley, Bomzan etc.,
in case of the Tamangs and as
Subba, Tsong etc, in the case of
Limbus.

With this in mind, the Com-
mittee also decided to request all
Limbu and Tamang associationsto

identify their sub-castestoinclude
them in the groups.

On the issue of seat reserva-
tions for the two communities in
the State Assembly, the Commit-
teeis of the view that all non-po-
litical organisations should be
given an opportunity to voicetheir
opinions on the issue. It has been
recommended that anotice circu-
lated widely calling all non-politi-
cal organisations and NGOs to
submit their suggestions to the
Chairman of the committeeonthe
seat reservation issue within one
month from the date of publica-
tion of the notice.

Inview of thefact that the de-
limitation of assembly constituen-
cieswill now be based on the 2001
census, the committee has decided
to recommend readjustment and
review of the existing geographi-
cal boundaries of the districts to
facilitate equal representation.

The Chairman of the commit-
tee, along with two other members
would also study the issues relat-
ing to the possible dilution of the
special provisions for Sikkim as
provided by Article 371F of the
Congtitutionin relation to the seat
reservation issue.
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HIGH COURT NOT INTERESTED IN
[T:ITI{127 INTEREST LITIGATIONS

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: “I am of the view
that the writ petitioner could not
make out a prima facie case and
apart from that, there is no suffi-
cient materials on record for treat-
ing the present writ petition as Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL) as the
present Writ Petition virtually
amounts to Publicity Interest Liti-
gation and this court should not al-
low its due process of law to be
abused by the present writ peti-
tioner for hisextraneousmotivation
or and for glare of publicity,” said
Justice NS Singh whiledismissing
the petition filed by Harvard-edu-
cated Sikkim Sangram Parishad
Vice-President, Hem Lall
Bhandari, accusing former Chief
Justice RS Dayal [he retired on
May 17, 2003] of enjoying hous-
ing and conveyance allowance
when it was not due and tampering
withofficial recordsto show agov-
ernment vehiclesashisprivatecar.

The Court Order delivered on
May 17, 2003, recorded that Mr.
Bhandari’spetitionwas* devoid of
merit” and dismissed it with cost
of Rs. 10,000 which Mr. Bhandari
has been asked to pay within 15
days. This money will go to the
Sikkim State Legal Services Au-
thority fund.

Mr. Bhandari had alleged that
Mr. Justice Dayal drew houserent
allowance despite living in a
“well-furnished official residence”
and was provided conveyance al-
lowance even though he used a
government car. He also aleged
that “to cover up the illegal
drawa” of conveyanceallowance,
the record of registration of the
vehicle in question was tampered

« this court should not allow its due
process of law to be abused by.the
present writ petitioner for his
extraneous motivation or and for
glare of publicity”

HIGH COURT DISMISSES HEM LALL'S
PIL “WITH COST”; SAYS HE DID
NOT COME WITH “CLEAN HANDS"”

with and manipulated.

Apart from pointing out that
both, the house rent allowance and
the conveyance allowance, were
decided and awarded by the State
Government because it could not
provide for either during the pe-
riod in question, the petitions con-
testing Mr. Bhandari’s claims had
also aleged that his petition was
not filed to “ventilate” public in-
terest, but were instead a projec-
tion of the “poalitical party herep-
resents, the unscrupul ous elements
he supports and to terrorize the
members of the subordinate judi-
ciary so that it may deliver judge-
ments according to hiswhims...”

Documents submitted as evi-
dence also proved that there was
no tampering of records as al-
leged and went on to show that
the confusion arose because the
earlier “official” car of the Chief
Justice was of the same make and
colour asthe“private” car of Mr.

Justice Dayal.

Therespondents had also sug-
gested that Mr. Bhandari’s writ
petition was just an attempt to
bring disrepute to the High Court
which had only aweek beforethe
filing of the said petition turned
down a Criminal Revisions peti-
tion filed by Mr. Bhandari’s party
boss and seven others. The said
judgement, passed by a division
bench headed by Mr. Justice Dayal
cleared the way for framing of
charges against the SSP chief Nar
Bahadur Bhandari and seven oth-
ers. The respondents had further
bolstered their claim that the peti-
tion was solely for publicity by
pointing out that news-reports,
wrongly stating that the petition
was filed on May 8, were flashed
in a weekly which hit the stands
on May 9 morning. The petition
was not filed till in the afternoon
of the said day.

Mr. Bhandari’s lawyer, SK

Charges framed against Pradhan
and nine others in 1984 RDD case;
Bhandari given time till June 4

aNOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Former Chief Min-
ister Nar Bahadur Bhandari’s
medical conditions may have de-
layed the framing of charges
against him, but co-accused in the
case, histhen RDD Secretary, PK
Pradhan and nine others were
booked for criminal misconduct
and crimina conspiracy on May
17, last Saturday.

Mr. Pradhan and nine contrac-
torswill now facetria for their al-
leged involvement in the RDD

water supply scheme scam. The
Specia Judge, of the District and
Session Court, framed charges
against them under section 120 of
the |PC and section 5(2) read with
section 5 (1) (d) of the Prevention
of CorruptionAct.

While Mr. Bhandari, themain
accused did not appear in the
Court on medical grounds, (his
counsel pleaded before the Judge
that his client has been advised
complete bed rest for at least two
weeksby hisdoctor), Mr. Pradhan
and nine otherswere present inthe
Court when the charges were

framed. After the charges were
read out by the Judge, the ten ac-
cused pleaded “not guilty” and
“claimedto betried” by the Court.
Four other co-accused also failed
to keep their date with the Court.

Onthepleaof Mr. Bhandari’s
counsel and taking into account
the non-appearance of four other
accused, the Court has set June 4
as the date on which charges will
be framed against them.

The CBI counsel from New
Delhi, IK Vaid was present during
the framing of charges.

turn to pg 6

Home Choudhury, whilearguingin
support of the petition also pointed
out that the Supreme Court Order
was not binding upon the High
Court because it was passed on
“withdrawal” and not “on merit”.
Mr. Justice Singh, while dis-
missing the case, also touched
upon this point and pointed out
that petitioners are not allowed to
withdraw PILsand when the Court
allows such withdrawals, it does
“by considerationsof publicinter-
est and would also ensure that it
does not result in abuse of the
process of law”. “There are ump-
teen waysinwhich the processcan
be abused and the Courts must be
aware of the same before permit-
ting withdrawals of the petition.
Thisisnot to say that thiswasone

such case. According to me, the
Apex Court had considered the
meatter and the Writ Petition [C]
No. 331 of 2002 was dismissed as
withdrawn after considering the
nature of the case,” he said in his
judgement.

Further, thejudgement records
that Mr. Bhandari’s petition does
not meet any of the 10 guidelines
provided by the Supreme Court on
which cases to be entertained as
Public Interest Litigations. Mr.
Justice Singh gets sterner as he
goesontorecord: “1 am of thefur-
ther opinion that thewrit petitioner
did not approach the Court with
clean hands and his approach be-
fore this Court with the present
writ petition is not for clean ob-
jective and apart from that, there
was wide publication of thefiling
of the writ petition and such pub-
lication even went to the extent
that the writ petition was alleged
to have been filed by thewrit peti-
tioner on 8th May 2003, butinfact,
the writ petition was filed on 9th
May 2003 afternoon, but the same
news sprang up from the early
morning of 9th May 2003...”

“I madethe above observation
keeping in view of the existing
factsand circumstances of the case
and such observationsis based on
the materials available on record
before this Court in the present
case,” the judgement reads.

With his PIL dismissed, Mr.
Bhandari now stares at charges of
perjury filed by the Registrar Gen-
eral of the High Court. The case
comes up for a hearing on admis-
sibility next week.

Greendale Tutorials

Hallmark of sure success for ICSE and CBSE
final students. Classes for Std. VIl to Xl start-
ing from 1st May, 2003 particularly in Phys-
ics, Chemistry, Maths and Biology.
Below Convoy Ground, Opp. Health Department
Premises, Tadong.

For further details contact Mrs. Ranju Bhujel.
phones: 232063 (r) and 9434103370.

COURSES IN
SPOKEN FRENCH

at
‘Superb’ Tutorfal Home
from June 2003!!!111

To learn quickly and effeciently, select from:
O 3-month compact course OJ 6-month compact course
[ 12-month compact course

Contact over: Phone - 231961 & Mohile - 9434117398
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GNATHANG: Everybody knows
where it is, but nobody wants to
go there. For the record -
Gnathang, at an altitude of 12,500
feetislocated on thefringesof the
Indo-Chinaborder in East Sikkim.

Forgotten by time, thisis avil-
lagethat is steeped in history and a
onetime, played avery importantrole
in the economics and the security of
the region. Gnathang, was after dl
the village which provided the base
for Tibetan Pioneer Mission of 1888-
95. Later, itwasanimportant halt for
caravansenrouteto Tibet during the
Indo-Tibet trade days.

Now, this historic village is
relegated to just atiny dot on the
map, where development and the
luxuries that come with moderni-
sation remain amyth.

Reverting to history, not many
peopleknow that thereisaBritish
war memorial here as well as a
cemetery of the British soldiers
who died during the Tibetan Pio-
neer Mission.

According to the Gazetteer of
Sikhim, the British build afort at
“Gnatong”, which was “attacked
by the Tibetans in force on May
22,1888. In 1886, after the stop-
page of the Macaulay Mission, the
Tibetans advanced into Skhim
and built a fort at Lingtu which
they persistently refused to evacu-
ate. In March 1888, the Skhim
Expeditionary Force was sent
against Lingtu. In December
1888, the Chinese Resident, His
Excellency Sheng Tai, arrived at
Gnatong and negotiations were
opened with a view to a settlement
of the Sikhim-Tibetan dispute,
which failed... On 22" May, they
attacked Gnatong in force, were
repulsed with heavy loss and re-
tired over the Jelap... The final

GNATHANG

“Wan e

b

THE REPOSITORY OF

HISTORY THAT TIME
FORGOT

defeat of the Tibetans came on 24"
September, 1888."

Although HH Risley makesno
mention of the British casualties
during the Mission, the war me-
morial isasombrereminder of the
sacrifices made in

fighting the resil-
ient Tibetan
forces in the

cold, harsh
~ and hos-
tileterrain

3
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cated on asmadl hillock on the east
sideof thevillage, theMemorid con-
sigts of two stone monumentsand a
small cemetery nearby. Althoughthe
two stone monumentswith epitaphs
arefairly well-maintained, thetomb-
stones are dil gpidated.

Much later, during the Indo-
Tibet trading days, caravans
headed for Lhasa, would halt here
for the night before proceeding
further into the semi-arid cold
desert beyond Jelep Laand Nathu
La A huge wooden house, be-
lieved to have been built in 1886
and which stands to this day, al-
beit in adilapidated state, wasthe
only rest-house in the village.

Today, Gnathang has a mere
267 households and a population
of just over 400. The local
economy collapsed with the end

T he New/ axx Festiva

Make Every Jourrey aCelepration

* Attractive Finance Available

FEATURES:

3 Independent Front Suspension For That Smooth Ride
O Disc Drum Brakes For Efficient Braking
03 All Front Facing Seats For Extra Comfort (Optional 9 Seater) &

= SIKKIM MOTORS
&

authorised
MAHINDRA dealer
6th MILE, TADONG.

=

PH: 270601, 232873, 98320-13065; 94341-26860; 94341-37192

to the Tibet trade and the locals,
comprising mostly of Sherpas,
now earntheir livelihood as GREF
and Army labourers.

Wheat isironical is that the vil-
lage, barely an hour from Serathang,
en-route to Nathu-La and Baba
Mandir, the most sought after tour-
ist destinations in the East Didtrict,
finds no place on the tourist maps.

Topgay Bhutia, aBhutiaLan-
guage teacher at the school won-
ders at the government apathy to-
wardsthis historical village.

“Thereisno transport facility
for thevillagers. Wehaveto hirea
jeep for Rs. 900 every time we
need to come down to Gangtok or
go back. Although there anumber
of jeeps in Gangtok with boards
that say Gangtok to Gnathang, via
Tsomgo, not asingle of them ever
comestill here,” hereveals.

The village has been without
electricity for the last one month.
The transformer at the village
caught firelast month and despite
repeated reminders to the substa-
tion at Rongli, villagers are still
making do with kerosene lamps.

“Given the history Gnathang
encapsulates, it will be a big hit
with touristsif promoted well. As
for the permits, if oneis allowed
to go up to Nathu-La, why not
Gnathang?’ questions Bhutia.

Isanybody listening?
CA, - Fwiya
The Anthyesthi Kriya of Late
Ganesh Suji, r/o Lingeythang
Busty, Pakyong , East Sikkim who
left for his heavenly abode on 18
May 2003 falls on 30 May 2003.
All relatives, friends and well
wishers are requested to join us in
offering prayers for the departed
soul at our residence. we also thank
all those who helped us during our
hour of bereavement and regret our
inability to do so individually.
Dinesh Suji (son), Uma Suji
(daughter), & all family members

Gharges framed...

Contd from pg 5

It may berecalled herethat the
path for framing of charges was
cleared when the High Court, on
May 1, 2003, disposed the pleafor
Criminal Revisions filed by the
duo and six otherschallenging the
Special Judge’'s November 15,
2002, Order directing theframing
of charges. The division bench of
the High Court, comprising of
Chief Justice R. Dayal and Mr.
Justice SM Singh, upheld thetrial
court’s order after hearing argu-
ments on the petition over three
days - April 28-30, 2003.

The CBI chargesheet, filed on
September 14, 1994, aleges that
the two public servants [the then
CM and his RDD Secretary] en-
tered into a criminal conspiracy
with thirteen contractors in 1984
to award works of eleven rural
water supply schemeson “exorbi-
tant” ratesignoring therecommen-
dations of junior engineers, divi-
sional engineer and chief engineer,
“causing pecuniary loss’ to the
State exchequer.

This case relates to 12 rural
water supply schemes awarded
under the Minimum Needs Pro-
gramme by the Bhandari Govern-
ment in 1983-84. The Cabinet de-
cision which cleared the project
had specifically mentioned that
works of more than Rs. 1 lakh be
carried out by issuing tenders.

The CBI chargesheet alleges
that Mr. Pradhan, “ at theinstance”
of Mr. Bhandari, “ negotiated” with
contractors who had not bid the
lowest rate and issued work orders
to them even though his Senior Ac-
counts Officer had pointed out that
doing so would be against the fi-
nancial rules. This, despitethefact
that some contractors had bid 20
per cent below the approved rate.

Applications in plain paper are invited from the eligible candidates
for the following vacant post in Regional Institute of Paramedical &
Nursing, (RIPAN) Aizawl as indicated below:

SI. | Name of Posts No. of | Qualification Required

No Post

1. | Opthalmologist (Sr. Lecturer | 1 Master Degree in the field

in Opthalmology) with 5 years experience
after post graduation.

2. | Optometrist 1 Degree in Optometry or
Diploma in Optometry
with 1 year Teaching /
Professional experience.

. Sl. No 2 the post is likely to be created.

offered.

Sl. No. 1 based on experience.

proof certificate and 2 copies of recent

their personal expenses.

. SI. No 1is a regular sanctioned post carrying the payscale of Rs. 10000-15200
only on contract for which the lumpsum renumeration is Rs. 7000/~ p.m. will be

. Retired personnel also can apply for contract engagement in both the posts. The
remuneration of lumpsum shall be fixed by Staff Selection Committee in case of

. The contract engagement will be made for 1-3 years at the initial stage.

. The age should not be less than 18 years.

. The application must accompany the detail educational qualification from
matriculation onwards supported by certificate and marksheet alongwith age

. Last date of receiving application is 31.05.2003
. Candidate should be called for interview and they will have to appear interview at

. Selected candidates will have to join duties immediately.

Presently the incumbent will have to join

passport size photographs.

Sd/- Dr. K. N. Sarmah

Director

Regional Institue of Paramedical & Nursing
Aizawl: Mizoram
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ACT WAS AMENDED AND

T he amendment of the Rep-
resentation of People Act,
1950, which outlined the
reservation formulafor the Sikkim
LegislativeAssembly still in prac-
tice today, was affected in 1980
moreto validatethe 1979 elections
than as an endorsement of the
logic behind its drafting. Compli-
cations forced by the fact that as-
sembly electionswere announced
for Sikkim after the LD Kazi gov-
ernment was dissolved when there
was President’sRule elsewherein
the country. This compounded a
situation where an Ordinance,
which was protested against when
it was first tabled as a Bill during
the Janata Party government, “ had”
to bepassed asanAct by the parlia-
ment in 1980 on the pleaof thethen
Law Minigter, P. Shiv Shankar, to
“validate” the already held 1979
assembly eectionsin Sikkim.
Records of the Parliamentary
debate of February 2, 1980, reveal
that all MPs who commented on
the move to amend the said Act
voiced reservations about what
was proposed. These objections
were recorded and the passage of
the Bill without any changes re-

There is more to how seats are shared in the Sikkim Assembly than just Article
371F. And what hetter place to start than the Parliament itself.

PEMA WANGCHUK recaps the Parliamentary dehate which enacted the amendment
of the Representation of People Act, 1950, in a 2-part series which seeks to pro-
vide the background and ground realities of the Act in question.

Itis necessary to know the background in light of the present sSituation in Sikkim
where communities are getting fragmented over delimitation and seat arrange-
ment. Everyone has their own take on what constitutes a good looking legislative
assembly for Sikkim and ithas hecome increasingly difficult to separate fact from
fictionin the dehates raging over the issue. Itis perhaps hest if we go back to the
text that scripted it - the Parliamentary debates over the amendment in 1980...

quested by the Law Minister to
“vaidate” thenew Sikkim Assem-
bly which had aready been con-
stituted in accordance with the
provisions of the Ordinance.

It might berecalled that thefirst
legislative Assembly of Sikkim
headed by LD Kazi was elected in
1974, ayear before the Merger, on
the basis of the Representation of
the Sikkim People’s Act, 1974
promulgated by the Chogyal on Feb-
ruary 5,1974. ThisAct provided for
15 seats for the BLs and 15 for
Sikkimese Nepalese. Thebaance2
seatsof the 32-member Housewere
divided between the Sanghaand the

Scheduled Caste candidates. With
the term of the Kazi government
drawing to a close, Representation
of People (amendment) Bill, 1979,
wasintroduced inthe Parliament on
May 18, 1979. The Bill, however,
lapsed with the dissolution of the
Janata Government at the Centre
before it could be debated in detail
and passed.

Three months|ater, on August
13, the Kazi Government in Sik-
kim, too, was dissolved. Fresh
elections were announced and it
became necessary to make provi-
sions for delimitation of Assem-
bly constituencies and work out

the reservation structure afresh.
With President’s rule at the
Centre and elections aready an-
nounced for Sikkim, the Bill which
had already lapsed was promul-
gated by the President as an Ordi-
nanceon September 1, 1979. Thus,
Sikkim got its break-up for the 32-
member Assembly - 12 seatsfor the
BLs, one for Sangha and two for
Scheduled Caste candidates. Sev-
enteen seats were placed in the
general category.
Theelectionsover, thebasison
which they were held till required
to be validated by the Parliament.
Thus, on February 2, 1980, the Con-

HY THE REPRESENTATION OF PEOPLE

gress Government in the Centre
moved theBill seekingto amendthe
Representation of PeopleAct, 1950,
exactly onthesamelinesastheone
sanctioned by the Presidentia Or-
dinance of 1979. This was neces-
sary, since any changesin it would
have nullified the 1979 elections.
The Bill was eventually
passed as an Act, but not before
lengthy debates over what was
proposed and why it should be
amended further weretabled. Par-
liamentarians from Darjeeling,
Manipur, Uttar Pradesh and
Maharastra launched lengthy ar-
gumentsover what they perceived
asimproper inwhat was proposed.
Thethen Law Minister also came
on record to admit that the Bill for
amendment wasfor avery limited
purpose: “to preserve the validity
of elections that have already
taken place when the Ordinance
wasin force, and | may straighta-
way submit that if we do not enact
thisBill, thedifficulty will bewith
referenceto theelectionsthat have
already taken place.”
-Concluding part on thedebatein
the Parliament, objections raised
and solutions offered, next week

Uzarenl offsr Oeilae Je AIES SR - Boldl, STEGUE,

1ssUED IN PUBLIC INTEREST BY SIECB, Deptr. OF Heaitn & Famiy WELrare, Govr oF Sikkim
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GNLF (C) STORMS THE GHISING BAS'I'ION BRANDS
GNLF A “TERRORIST OUTFIT” IN DARJ

from AMITAUA BANERJEE

DARJEELING: The breakaway
faction of the GorkhaNational Lib-
eration Front, theKaimpong-based
GNLF[C] infiltrated thegreen bas-
tionof DarjeelingonMay 19, Mon-
day, with its first public meeting
here in the Ghising stronghold.

Amidst tight security the first
ever GNLF(C) public meeting
drew a large crowd on its anti-
GNLF and specially an anti-
Subash Ghising platform asall the
speakers lashed out against the
GNLF Supremo.

The GNLF (C) made apublic
declaration that henceforth it
would commemorate the August
22 as " Surrender Diwas.” On this
day, in 1988, Ghising dropped the
issue of Gorkhaland and settled for
the DGHC.

“Ghising had taken the oath of
Mahakal (guardian deity of the
Darjeeling Hills) that hewould get
usGorkhaland. He betrayed usand
signed the accord,” stated DK
Pradhan, erstwhile GNLF |eader
and at present the GNLF(C)
Darjeeling Convenor and a so the
Darjeeling MLA.

GNLF (C) wasfloated by dis-
sident party leaders, CK Pradhan
loyalists and some family mem-
bers, including Sheela Pradhan,
CK’s widow at Kalimpong on
November 16, 2002.

Roshan Shankar, aKaimpong
convenor of the GNLF(C) alleged
that CK Pradhan was murdered
because he wanted to revive the
Gorkhaland issue.

“Tofulfil CK Pradhan’sunful-
filled dream we formed the
GNLF(C),” stated Shankar.

Sheela Pradhan clad in wid-
ow’s white, while addressing the
gathering, alleged that the assas-
sination bid on Subash Ghising at
Saath Goomti, Kurseong on Feb-
ruary 10, 2001 could be a drama
staged by Ghising himself.

“He used this to weed out dl
those who wanted the reviva of
Gorkhaland like Chattrey Subbawho
isdtill rotting injail. He dso framed
CK and when he got news that CK
wasfloatinganew party, CK wasshot
in the back and murdered,” stated
Sheda “The single star in our flag
stands for our single-point issue -
Gorkhaland,” said Sheda.

The speakers stated that de-
mocracy had taken a back seat in

the Hills with dictatorship being
enforced.

“We don't have to go to Irag
to see what Saddam’s rule was
like. We have afirst hand experi-
ence here in Darjeeling,” said
Maximus Kalikotey, the party’s
Kalimpong Convenor. Adding to
this Roshan Shankar said:
“Ghising does not meet the public
including his very own Council-
lorsexcept when heisgiving reli-
gious sermons. He has even man-
aged to divert al thefundsfor de-
velopment in the construction of
temples and monasteries.” DK
Pradhan went a step further and
said: “Livingintheriver, itisvery
difficult to oppose the crocodile.
The crocodile ate Rudra Pradhan,
CK Pradhan and even Prakash
Thing.” Three councillors named
by DK Pradhan were murdered
within aspan of 4 years.

“Ghisingisaliar. Once he had
told me that under no condition
could we achieve Gorkhaland, yet
henow saysthat Gorkhaland isnot
far away. Hedoesnot giveasingle
deputation nor amemorandum for
Gorkhaland,” alleged DK. Dub-
bing“Ghising’s Gorkhaland” asan
eyewash, he said: “22nd August

1988 (Accord Signing Day) wasthe
complete surrender of
Gorkhaland.” He dso gave a call
to all the opposition partiesto unite
against Ghising’'s GNLF and de-
mandfor Gorkhaand. “1 will dways
oppose the GNLF and | will bethe
last man to go back to Ghising. |
prefer to diethan submit to hisone-
man rule’ added DK. Describing
Ghising’'s two major political
achievements; DK stated that the
first was the “Begging Bowl of
DGHC’ and the second “Rigging
during DGHC Elections.”

Ajay Dahal, with his fiery
speech, dubbed GNLF as a “ter-
rorist outfit” because it believed
inthepoaliticsof “beheadings’” and
“breaking Limbs.

Asanticipation of troublewas
very high, security was very tight
and police personnel were posted
along the entire route from
Kalimpong to Darjeeling.

Therewerearound 38 vehicles
from Kalimpong carrying leaders
and GNLF(C) supporters from
Kalimpong. The meeting started at
around 11:30 and continued till 3
pm. Traffic cameto astandstill and
the traffic on the Hill Cart road
wasdiverted through INA Bypass.

QUOTAS CANNOT
UNDO..

Contd from pg 2
takes the same journey squeezed

under the armpits of aboorish Jat.

Asfar as state quotas are con-
cerned | have seen it causing more
harm than good. An average Sik-
kim student, due to some grandi-
ose family or government dream,
is packed off to a Maths honours
course that is teeming with Bihari
brains, which, although not racially
superior, have had the advantage of
amore scrupulous schooling. Asa
result, he spendstherest of hiscol-
lege years, which may be longer
than what is dictated by the sylla-
bus, nursing agiant inferiority com-
plex and understanding lessmaths.
At one time, the situation had be-
come so bad that for afew years St
Stephen’s had stopped giving ad-
mission to students coming from
state quotas of Sikkim partly due
to the dismal pass percentage of
their predecessors and partly due
to their on-campus profligacy.

Thelessonto bedrawnfromall
thisisthat no amount of reservations
can undo the damage that is done
by incompetent schooling and a
mentality that is essentially
‘reservationist’. And unless some-
thing drastic is done, the apparent
inequalitiesin the system will bea
catayst for intellectuals with their
agendasto come up with something
as dangerously provocative and
pseudo-scientificas The Bell Curve.
We also know what havoc is
wreaked when a movement is hi-
jacked by intelligent people whose
consciencesalow themtoalow the
endsto justify the means.
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aNOW REPORT

GANGTOK: The non-teaching
staff of the Manipa undertakingsin
Sikkim - Sikkim Manipd Intituteof
Medica Sciences, Centrd Referra
Hospitd and Sikkim Manipa Uni-
versity - aredl settogo on strikeon
June 8 next month if their demands
arenot granted by the set date.

In their letter, to the Vice-
Chancellor, SMU, the staff repre-
sentatives have stressed on the
high cost of living in Sikkim and
demanded among others, a 25 per

9 perishin
North Sikkim
tipper
accident

MANGAN: Fivepersons, includ-
ing two ladies, died when aGREF
tipper fell 150 feet off the road at
Charchrey Khola3 kmsfrom here
on May 16, last Friday.

All the deceased were GREF
personnel working at Sangklangin
north Sikkim. While four of the
victims [Leela Tamang, 28, Reti
Maya Chettri, 32, Ajit
Biswakarma, 22, and Umesh
Kumar Ram, 23] died on the spot,
the driver, Dhan Kumar Tamang
succumbed to his injuries at
Mangan hospital.

Themishap occured at around
7:50 in the morning when the ve-
hicle was headed for the worksite
at Sang Khola. One person sur-
vived with minor injurieswhen he
jumped out of the truck asit tum-
bled down. The police is investi-
gating the cause of the accident.

-IPR

A Christian
State Day

aNOW REPORT

JORETHANG: Members of the
Sikkim Christian Council, South
Sikkim observed the 28th State
Day here at the Victory School
campus on May 16, last Friday.

Representatives of the Council
from all the four districts and the
Pastorsfrom the Jorethang congre-
gation attended the meeting.

Stressing on theimportance of
the State Day, the President of the
Council stressed: “Along with
preaching the gospel of Christ, we
should also preach love, unity and
service for our Nation.”

Rev. Samuel Lepchaspokeon
the necessity of preaching thefaith
because the situation of the world
was deteriorating day by day.

Toendthe convention, the Pas-
tors, along with the congregation,
prayed for peace and prosperity in
Sikkim and prayed for long healthy
life of the Governor and the Chief
Minister of the State as well.

cent raise in the basic salary, an
18 per cent raise in DA, a 5 per
cent hikein Housing Rent Allow-
ance and freemedical treatment of
all employees. Also demanded is
a free ambulance service, higher
risk allowance for doctors, nurses
and other teaching staff, Dusshera
and Diwali holidays as given by
the State Government.
Interestingly, the letter points

out that although DA should be
raised each year, it has remained
fixed for Manipa staffers since
2000. They have now also pleaded
that the present DA policy, which
isfixed, be done away with and a
“flexible one as per the State Gov-
ernment policy” be adopted. Also
demanded is that DA be raised at
least twice ayear.
Tuitionfeereimbursement for the

education of their children and vaca-
tions and haf-days on Saturday [as
enjoyed by theteeching $&ff] areother
demandsraised by theemployees.
Employee representatives
while speaking to NOW!, com-
plained that the non-teaching
Manipa staff in Sikkim was the
lowest paid among all the institu-
tions run by the Manipal group in
the country. Thisdespitethe 14 per

M MANIPALEMPLOYEES THREATEN T0 GO ON STRIKE

cent increase in DA accorded to
them in April, last month.

The list of demands was first
raised on Labour Day, May 1,
when about 150 employees
marched to the VC's office in a
“placard rally” to voice their de-
mands. They are unsure about the
fate of their demands, but are com-
mitted to go on strike should they
be turned down.

Sikkim.

make Sikkim into a model state.

ikkim joined the mainstream of the Indian

Union twenty eight years back as its twenty

second state. With generous assistance from

the Centre, the young state has been able to make
sufficient progress in all the spheres of developmental activities.
Being an infant State, there were no doubt, few constraints.

However, despite many constraints the present ruling Government

has been trying to keep up the tempo of progress in every sphere of
developmental activities and it has been the Government’s constant
endeavour to provide a better and a brighter future for the people of

The Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling has said that being a

part of an independent and large country like India, we have our

responsibilities and duties. It would not be right on our part to
merely seek our rights and not perform our duties and shoulder
responsibilities. On this auspicious occasion the Chief Minister has
appealed to the people of Sikkim and transform the State into a
place where every citizen enjoys equality, democratic values and
justice. He said that the path is difficult and work is hard but the
State 1s determined to march on, hand in hand, with the rest of the
country and with collective contribution from each and every citizen

Issued by
Department Of Information & Public Relations
Government of Sikkim

Release Order No:
18/IPR/03-04
Date: 13.05.03
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With the Sikkimese society still hesitant to admit that substance
abuse has hecome a major probhlem in the State, itis left to former
and recovering addicts to bring about some hope in the lives of
those who want to move forward without the crutch of drugs and
without the acusing eyes of those who don't understand.

MITA ZULCA profiles Hope Centre, a group which listens, cares and
counsels those suffering from drug abuse...

Volunteers at Hope Centre

“1 was fifteen when | first tried
Spasmoproxyvon. My friends
gave it to me. | got a nice high.
For thenext ten years| lived from
one high to another. Sometimes
| took Morphine. Avial costsonly
Rs. 70. It was easy to get. But
there came a time when tablets
stopped giving me a high. |
started injecting myself. One day
| was caught by the police with
drugs. | was in jail for ten
months. Everything was over.”
Thisistheaory of Karma, a
young recovering addict,
just out of prison and
searching for that onething to hold
onto. Something that will givehim
the strength to go on from one day
to the other. Without the help of

5
)™ N
ok st

PRESENTS

drugs. Without the accusing eyes
of family and friends.

This, he has found at Hope
Centre, acounselling and day-care
centre for recovering addicts.
Started afew monthsback by Jesse
Targain and friends, the centre, as
its name suggests offers hope for
people who were or are still suf-
fering from substance abuse. A
totally voluntary and privately
funded venture, it operatesfrom a
small flat at DPH road, Gangtok.

“Guyscan comeand spend the
day here. They cook and eat here,
share their problems, and are in-
volved in the day to day activities
of the centre. Most of ushavegone
through the pain of addiction so it
becomes easier to understand oth-

Enjoy the little things

er'spans,” says Jesse.

Listening, sharing and coun-
selling are the three main objec-
tives of Hope Centre. The nearly
thirty volunteers, all recovering
addictsthemselves, offer warmth,
friendship and help in moments of
crisis.

“We help people trace possi-
bilities beyond their problem.
People are more important to us
than their problems. Through care
and friendship we hold out hope
of a new beginning for many,”
offers Raja, afull time volunteer
at the centre.

Hopeiswhat connects all the
young men here. For Subhash,
who started coming here from
February, this is the only reality
check that he’'sgoing to have. Here

he is beyond pretence, beyond
make believe. Acceptance is the
key word.

“l come here everyday. No
one questions me or judges me.
| get more support and under-
standing here than from my fam-
ily,” he says.

Subhash, like many others
like him has been ‘hooked’ to
drugs since he was only twelve
yearsold. “I tried toleaveit many
times but could not. | needed big-
ger and bigger doses to get high.
Even a whole strip of ‘ Spasmo’
did nothing for me. | started in-
jecting then. But since | started
coming here | have managed to
stay clean. | feel if they canleave
itsocan|,” hetellsus.

TheHope Centrefollowsguide-
lines given by Narcotics Anony-
mous. An important part of the re-
covery process for both the addict
and hisfamily are the regular fam-
ily meetings organized by them.

“We meet every Saturday at
Development Areaand every sec-
ond Saturday thereisajoint meet-
ing in which the families and the
recovering addicts meet together
to share problems and offer coun-
selling. This has helped me deal
with our problem with much more
understanding than before,” says
Trishna, a young girl married to
one of the boys who comes here
regularly for support.

Hope Centreintendsto spread
its activities further into the state.
On anvil is a detoxification and
rehabilitation centre at Namchi.

“Health department has as-
sured us a building at Namchi by
July. We' re looking for funds and
will be very happy for any dona-
tion,” reveals Jesse Targain.

Never Alone, Never Again.
There'salwaystimefor anew be-
ginning.

Some names have been changed to
protect the identity of those
interviewed for the story

Just ring 222979 and ask for a volunteer. Open 24 hours. Or
write to —hopecentredp @rediffmail.com . Confidentiality will

be strictly maintained.

This week try out a bread from BAKer

s Carte and you
will realise how bread is more than just dough.

CHAMLING'S
“VISION”
CONVINCED
AUTHOR TO PEN

BIOGRAPHY
a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Pawan Chamling:
Daring to be Different, a biogra-
phy of the Chief Minister, wasre-
leased by the Governor, V Rama
Rao during the State Day Celebra-
tions here at the Community Hall
on May 16.

Written by senior journalist
and writer YogendraBali, 73, who
isthe Chief of Bureau of theAsia
Defence News International, the
book chronicles the evolution of
Mr. Chamling as a “leader of the
masses”, hisearly struggles, hisvi-
sion and hisideals.

For Mr. Bali, it wasthe “sim-
plicity and humility” of the man
and his “extraordinary vision for
Sikkim” that convinced him to
take up the project which took
about two years to complete.

“Daring to be Different is an
attempt to bring to the people this
aspect of Mr. Chamling - hiscour-
age to be different and to stand
apart. Being different is an iden-
tity, it's a faith and its courage.
Courage to live your faith, your
dreams and your ideals. What |
have written in the book is not
strictly a biography of Mr.
Chamling. The positive changes
that have taken place and are still
taking place in Sikkim under his
leadership and his successful ef-
forts in making the State join the
national mainstream isthe core of
thebook. Thisbook isanintroduc-
tion to Sikkim and to Mr.
Chamling. Inthefifty yearsof my
career injournalism, | have come
across two types of politicians.
Those that live a life of ideas,
beliefs and principles and work
tirelessly for the welfare of his
people and those who do not. Mr.
Chamling falls in the first cat-
egory,” Mr. Bali said during an
informal chat with NOW!

Eminent Nepali writer from
Darjeeling and Sahitya Akademi
award winner, Dr. Lakhi Devi
Sundas and Prof. Noreen Dunne,
head of English Department, St.
Joseph’s College, Darjeeling pre-
sented reviews of the book during
the function.

[ADITYA CONSULTANCIES]

FIRST TIME IN SILIGURI
STUDIES ABROAD
GRE / GMAT / SAT / TOEFL/ IELTS
USA, UK, Canada, Australia,
Cyprus, Switzerland, Singapore, etc.

VISU CONSULTANTS
ADMISSIONS IN INDIAN COLLEGES &
UNIVERSITY ALSO GUARANTEED
Contact: Babita Bihani (M-94340 12532)
B.Bihani & Rssociates, Above Kiran Optics,

Hill Cart R, Siliguri,
Ph: 2430650, 2434538 (0), 2434528(R)

Aiso BE in Gomputing from Stafford Shire University
UK. iin India itself - APIT SD INDIA




THE FESTIVAL OF
KIRAT RAIS

by Dr. Shiva Kumar Rai

jkkimisaland of many ethnic
roups. Each ethnic group has
itsown language, culture, tradition
and festivals. The Kirat Rais are
one such ethnic group, making up
for about one third of the total
population of Sikkim.

Although there are numerous
sub-castesamong the Ral commu-
nity, Sakewaisonefestival which
is celebrated with great enthusi-
asm by all Rais. Sakewa is cel-
ebrated as a big harvest festival
where worshipping of crops is
done (Bali Puja). Itisaso known
as Bhumi Puja or Chandi Puja or
land worshipping ceremony. It is
generally celebrated twice a year
viz. in December (Udowli) andin
May (Ubowli). Ubowli is more
popular among the Rai people.

Kirat Raisarebasically Nature
worshippers. Itisbelieved that they
aredescendents of Puruhang (Lord
Shiva) and Sumnima (Goddess
Parvati) of the Himalaya Kailash.
It is customary that some rituals
must be performed before the
Sakewa. The Nakchung (village
priest), Maheng Kulu (assistant to
Nakchung) and the villagers pro-
ceed to the sacred place, which is
generally locatedinthehilltop. The
alter consistsof aShivaLingawith
Trishuls on either side. Nakchung
and his assistant carry grains, gin-
ger and rice wine and wabuk
(cindo-dried gourd) whilethedevo-
teescarry thegrainsand other prod-
uctsof their land. Nakchung chants
prayersand sprinkleswater , wine,
grainand ginger. The Nakchung re-
questsMother Natureto protect the
village from disease and drought
andfor goodrainand harvest. Then
they proceed to the open spacein
front of the house where the
Nakchung fixes abamboo pole on
the ground. Then he enters the
house, goes to the three hearth-
stones, whichislocated at the cen-
tre of the house. (The hearthstones
represent the ancestral deitiesof the
Rais). The Nakchung performs
Akta Swang Swengma (Water
Spout Ceremony) and the Khutking
and Khutma (Fire Place Worship-
ping Ceremony). He offers clean
rice wine, water, ginger and
chicken at the hearthstones. The
hen sacrificeis called Mang hulu.
Finally the villagers enter the
house, dance around the fireplace,
wineand proceed to the next house.

Itisdifficult for usto say when
the Sekewacelebrations started. It
most probably started when man
learned about agriculture and
farming.

Therefore, it was appropriate
that once or twice ayear he should
thank Mother Nature and offer
grainsand sacrificesfor good rain
and harvest.

(The writer isthe Treasurer,
Central Committee, Akhil Kirat
Rai Sangh)

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ENGINEERING WING, GANGTOK

Sealed percentage rate tenders are invited on behalf of Governor of Sikkim from the contractor of appropriate
category enlisted in SPWD belonging to the concerned Gram Panchayat unit only for the construction of four room
school building under N.A.B.A.R.D. as listed hereunder. The tender document can be obtained from the office of the
Divisional Engineer (N/E), Gangtok, for the works in North & East District, Office of the Assistant Engineer (South)
Namchi for the works in South District and office of the Assistant Engineer (West). Gyalshing for the works in West
District, during office hours on 27th & 28th May 2003.

The intending tenderers / contractors should apply for the tender documents to the respective Divisional Engineer
& Assistant Engineers accompanied by the copies of valid Sales Tax & Income Tax Clearance certificates, attested
copy of the validated / updated Contractor Enlistment certificate and the B.R. (non-refundable) in original towards the
cost of the tender documents duly deposited in the SBS under head 0202-01-101(111) - Other Receipt Education.

The sealed tenders for North and East Distrcits, South District and West District should reach the office of the
Divisional Engineer (N/E), Gangtok the Assistant Engineer (South) Namchi, and the Assistant Engineer (West),
Gyalshing, respectively on 29th May 2003 upto 1 PM. The respective sealed tenders shall be opened on the same
day at 2.00 PM in the presence of tenderers / representatives, if any.

Sl. | Name Of Work | District | Work Value put
No. to tender (in Rs.)

Cost of Tender
form

Earnest Money
(2.5%)

Earnest Money
(1%)

Completion
Time

1. | Const. of 4/R/S/B| North 9,99,186/-
at Salimpakyat
P.S i/c toilet

24,980/ 9,992/ 9 Months 1000.00

2. | Const. of 4/R/S/B
at Pegong P.S.
i/c toilet

North 10,44,491/- 26,112/- 10,445/ 9 Months 1000.00

3. | Const. of 4/R/S/B| East
at Lingdong P.S
i/c toilet

10,82,163/- 27,054/- 10,822/- 9 Months 1000.00

4. | Const. of 4/R/S/B| East
at Rey Mindu
JHS

9,70,300/- 24,258]- 9,703/ 9 Months 1000.00

5. | Const. of 4/R/S/B| East
at Linkey Sanskrit
Pathsala i/c toilet

10,50,300/- 26,258/- 10,503/ 9 Months 1000.00

6. | Const. of 4/R/S/B| East
at North Regu
JHS i/c toilet

10,11,702/- 25,293/ 10,117/- 9 Months 1000.00

7. | Const. of 4/R/S/B| East
at Phadamchey
JHS ilc toilet

9,95,400/- 24,885/- 9,954/ 9 Months 1000.00

8. | Const. of 4/R/S/B
at Ramabong
P.S. ilc toilet

South 9,90,115/- 24,753/- 9,901/ 9 Months 1000.00

9. | Const. of 4/R/S/B
at Sapung PS
i/c/ toilet

West 10,39,030/- 25,976/- 10,390/ 9 Months 1000.00

10. | Const. of 4/R/S/B
at Jawbari P.S.
i/c/ toilet

West 10,15,500/- 25,3871- 10,155/- 9 Months 1000.00

The tender documents should be placed in a sealed cover and should be accompanied by the following docu-
ments/ certificates failing which the tender(s) shall be REJECTED straight away.

1. TDR @ 2.50% in favour of Accounts Officer, Education Department, Gangtok deposited in State Bank of Sikkim
towards the Earnest Money and @1.00% in the case of those having the fixed deposit with the Education Depart-
ment duly accompanied with an attested copy of the F.D.R.

2. Attested copy of the validated / updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate.

The tenderer should sign on eash page of the tender documents. The rate quoted should be both in figures and
words and should be inclusive of Sales Tax and all other Taxes. Incomplete tender shall be summarily rejected.

In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of rate and quantities issued with the tender form then
the rate(s) as per the approved standard schedule of rates will be taken as correct.

In the event of the contractor failing to commence the work within 10 (ten) days from the date of issue of work order
his / her Earnest Money deposited will be forfeited and the contract will be rescinded.The Schemes are time bound
and should be completed with the stipulated time.

The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason(s) thereof.

Divisional Engineer (N/E)
Education Department

Release Order No: 15/ IPR / 03-04 Date: 14.05.03 Gangtok.
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THE MAN WHO WON'T

Sher Bahadur Chettri has one passion in life- to run.
He has even run in competitions he was not allowed
to officially participate in. MITA ZULCA profiles the
man from 4th Mile who just won't stop running...

Twenty five trophies and
medals, forty certificates
and more than Rs. 50,000
in prizemoney. Sher Bahadur Chettri
has won these for doing something
that he loves the most - running.

We wait for him in his small
roadside house, somewhere along
the 4th mile, en route to Tsomgo.
The trophies are perched deli-
cately on ahigh shelf made of thin
bamboo slats. Certificates and
photographs lie on a side table.
One could beforgiven for expect-
ing a more fancy backdrop for
showcasing such achievements.

“He’'s here,” calls out his
mother and we look out of the
door. Inthe distance we seeaman
running at a slow trot towards us.
“Herunseverywhere, he'salways
running,” she adds.

The film “Forrest Gump”
comes to mind. For Forrest, the
wholesecret of lifeishiddeninone
simpleword, “Run.” Forrest never
stopped runningin hislife, running
washisentirelife. Heran to escape
from his classmate’s attack, heran
togivehisJenny flowers, heranto
savelivesinVietnam, finally came
hislegendary RUN. After hisJenny
left him one morning, he started
running, first thought just run out
of hisvillage, thenwhy not the state
of Alabama, and then why not
across the country?

Sher Bahadur had never
planned to be a runner. It was a
gift that manifested itself quitelate
in life. He was then studying in
Standard IX in West Point SSS.

“I had gone to Paljor Stadium
to watch the ongoing open compe-
tition organised by thearmy. | sud-

denly felt theurgeto run, | wanted
to keep running,” he recollects.
That evening, he ran al the
way back home. Four years later,
he took part in the open marathon
held at Darjeeling. He stood
fourth. That was the last time that
Sher Bahadur would come any-
thing but first. In any marathon.
For the next few years, hewasthe
undisputed king of long distance
race. Winning trophies in 5000
mtrs, 10,000 mtrsand cross-coun-
try. Representing the State in
North East and National games, he
always came back with medals.
An interesting encounter in
1999 confirmed hisstatusasarun-
ner par excellence. The Sikkim
Rhododendron Ultra Marathon
was scheduled to be flagged off
from Yumthang. Runners had
come from Europe to take part in
the 300 km long race. Sher
Bahadur was desperate to run, but
was not allowed to take part. He
ran anyway. Faster than anyone
else. As usual he came first.
“When | run | don’t have a
careintheworld. | don't think of
anything. | only feel the ground
beneath my feet and the sky over-
head,” he says, surprised that any-
one could ask him about how he
feels about anything. Like
Forrest, he never questions. Keep
running and never ask what you
will get. That is hiskey approach
to life. That is also the reason he
never questions why in spite of
being the state’s long distance
champion and representative at
all National Games, the only job
he hasisto wash thedirty clothes
of the constables of the India Re-

Assam Lingzey cricketers retain trophy

ASSAM LINGZEY: The month-
long cricket tournament organised
by the Assam Lingzey Cricket
Association (ALCA) concluded
hereat theAssam Lingzey Sr. Sec.
School ground on May 16.

The finals of the 3rd ALCA
Challenge Club 2003, was played
between the defending champions
ALCA and Bahai School, Saramsa
which the former won by 59 runs.

Electingto bat first, theALCA
accumulated 166 runsfor 8 off the
alotted 25 overs. Bahai School
was bundled out for 107 runs.

Brij Kishore Gupta of ALCA
received theMan of theMatch tro-

phy while the Man of the Tourna-
ment trophy went to Karchan
Lachungpaof Bahai School. Simi-
larly, Anand of Bahai School was
adjudged the best batsman and the
trophy for the best catch of the fi-
nal went to Rajesh Rai of ALCA.
Thetournament saw the partici-
pation of 18 teams and each match
drew alarge crowd. The fina was
witnessed by nearly a thousand
spectators, including alarge number
of students and teachers of both the
ALSSand Baha School, locd citi-
zens, ex-students, and Local
Panchayats, informsaPressrelease
issued by the Krida Sansthan.

serve Battalion.

“l wantedtojoin asaRegular.
My father was in the army and |
always had the desire to wear a
uniform,” hereminisces. Although
in Sikkim since 1963, he has noth-
ing to show for it. Applying for a
job at the IRBn, he was taken in
thefollower category.

“Inmy 24 yearsin the police,
| have not met amore sincere and
hardworking person or anyone
who lovesto run so much. Always
willing to run errands, once heran
all the way to Singtam just to de-
liver aletter,” recalls Chungchung
Bhutia, Head Constable BQ/MH.

Sher Bahadur’slinkswith the
Police go back to 1998.

“1 used to run, everywhere,
everytime. Mr. SD Negi, the
present DIG (Range) used to see
merun. Heasked mewhy | didn’'t
have ajob. Later, he called meto
his office and got me a job with
the Home Guards,” hetells us.

To this day, Sher Bahadur's

Get your home videos converted to

Video editing facility available too

Sher Bahadur at home with i trophies

dream of a regular job remains
unrealised. Even as he trains for
the 2005 National Games, under
the Sports Authority of India
coach, Ombir Singh, it doesn’t
occur to himto ask for more. What
does he want in the future?

“] just want to run.”

“Lifeislikeabox of chocolates.
You never know what youwill get,”

Forrest kept these, his mother’s
words, tightly at heart. Therefore,
everyday of hislife, he was open-
ing the box. He was lucky that he
awaysgot hisfavourites. Perhapsa
day will comewhen Sher Bahadur’s
box of chocolateswill givehimwhat
hehasawayswanted. A regular job.
Is that asking for too much for our
State champion?
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