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THE SSP-CONG MERGER:

Congressmen insist it will be months before a
clearer picture emerges, Sangramis believe the
announcement will come any day now...

NO HASTY DECISIONS
ASSURES “MADAM"

F”R New variants
SIERUREUICRVl Promise three-fold ‘
unlucky for residents of [EEIIMEESIRRETCLS

Rongong Tumlong Gram [EEeEIgeElTelaRYI=IleH

PENIEVZMULTMYEG RN Good news defi-
Phodong, North Sikkim. The ST\ T F=\E
SEEOMEISRESIMIEE 30 per cent of the

ANGTOK: This is not
e first time that Mr.
handari is attempting to
erge  his  Sikkim
angram Parishad into
e Congress. His
ances, however, are the
ightest this time. In fact,
s senior colleagues, in
elhi with him at present,
aim that 99 per cent of
e job “is done”. “All con-
itions have been dis-
ssed threadbare and
reed upon. Now only
e announcement re-
ains,” a senior Sangrami
Id NOW! The state-unit
Cong [l], however, in-
sts that the merger will
ill take some time. The
SP leaders in Delhi, on
e other hand insist that
“formal” announcement
ill come any day now.
he confusion continues
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SIKKIM MATTERS
In Anticipation 0f Trade

rime Minister will be in China by Sunday and if the an-
ement does not come about before he touches down at
, then it will most probably be made during his state visit.
la or Jelepla will be opened for trade. Resumption of trade
e passes has been a consistent demand for Sikkim and
atitis close to becoming a reality, the State needs to work
actly how it plans to benefit from it and how prepared it is.
st, lets see who benefits most. China will undoubtedly be
in beneficiary. Movement of goods over Nathula and Jelepla
ng a port closer to Tibet which at present has Hong Kong
nearest port. Supplies to this region will benefit most. Also,
ng post so close to the major Indian markets will further
the transportation costs for the cheap Chinese goods.
rrot which tempts India to snap the deal is that opening of
sses for trade means China’s acceptance of Sikkim as a
India. Sino-Indian trade in the region could never resume
960 because China did not recognise the 1975 Merger
as averse to commerce over disputed territory. Should the
be opened for trade it would be Chinese recognition of
as an integral part of India. Not that such acceptance will
any difference within India, but it does take care of an em-
sing irritant.
e benefit for Sikkim will be essentially limited to tourism. The
an hardly benefit commercially since it does not produce
ng that could find a market further north. But tourism is
h. Not only will an open border attract the religious tourists
omestic and foreign], but will also entice the adventurers
g to retrace the footprints of those who opened Tibet at the
the last century. It is here that Sikkim needs to negotiate
hinese diplomats will try and get the best deal out for them-
. They might open the border for trade and domestic tourists
d for Kailash and Mansarovar, but deny international tour-
m using the passes. Sikkim will have to pressurise the Cen-
opening the border for full-fledged tourism. China has a
arrangement with Nepal which drives many tourists over
to Lhasa, so why deny Sikkim? The environmental and de-
phic impact of the trade also needs to be studied. Trade will
ger be about yak caravans. Truckloads are going to cross
kkim and thunder through its eastern extremities. There is
to be increased human ftraffic and resultant impact on the
of local population and the pressure on local infrastructure
ething that Delhi needs to cushion for Sikkim. Local entre-
rs also need to come up to speed to corner whatever sliv-
commerce get left for Sikkim. The State could benefit much
n open border, but it has to be prepared and aware other-
will just watch from the sidelines as middlemen and bigger
s steal away profits which are Sikkim’s by right.

[inence - Not Really Aiding Awareness

oing through a handbill on AIDS awareness, solutions be-
easy. If the policy makers believe that “avoiding sex till you
rried” is a workable possibility, then medicine is a profes-
at could soon become obsolete. Why, for example, do we
octors to cure jaundice when all it will take to prevent peo-
m contracting jaundice is abstaining from water. Come mon-
and instead of advising people on how to keep the water-
diseases at bay, just tell them to stop drinking water. Sounds
terous? It is. But that is how Sikkim, falling in line with the
ty-infused AIDS awareness drive piloted by Ms. Sushma
j, plans to tackle HIV. An AIDS awareness pamphlet being
ted in Sikkim lists behavioural patterns which put people at
hose with more than one sexual partner, having sex with
with sexually transmitted diseases, sharing needles with
sers or using un-screened blood are supposedly at risk. The
averages might put these people at risk, but then, why is
orn in South Africa [the country with the highest percentage
opulation infected] not listed as a risk factor? The latest
AIDS awareness has put a moral quotient on the epidemic.
the information now being handed out on the disease, HIV
ething that infects only the debauched. Given the fact that
rnational focus is now on compassion for the infected, such
sive attitudes could set back whatever advances we might
ade in containing the spread of the disease. “Safe sex” is
s the simplest and most effective way to combat AIDS, but
s to be abstinence which is being promoted. Our policy-

Thirty-two months of pro
duction is al that an at-
tempt at an industry could
last in Sikkim despite the fact that
funds and loans seemed to be
available to it on demand. Why
Sikkim Vanaspati Ltd. was so
pampered is now for the CBI to
find out [the State cabinet handed
them the brief a couple of weeks
back], but thefact that it was pam-
pered isfor al to see. The paper-
trail thefailed enterprise generated
since its inception in 1982 to its
last shutdown in January 1995
[thirteenyearsinwhich itsfactory
operated on adepleted capacity for
barely two and half years] makes
for some interesting reading.
Sikkim Vanaspati Ltd,
Manpur, Méelli, was registered on
December 31, 1982 with Kunzang
Topden asits promoter. It was au-
thorised for a share capital of Rs.
2 crores and a 50 tonne per day
vanaspati plant. In 1986, SIDICO
was approached for participation
in the Share Capital. SIDICO
agreed and entered the board of
directors after investing Rs. 93
lakhs, tranglating to 51.54 per cent
of the stake, in SVL. The private
promoters held 25.26 per cent of
the share [Rs. 45 lakhs]. Then
IDBI was approached for financial
assistance to meet the cost of the

Sikkim Vanaspati Ltd. was perhaps the most pampered ¢
industrialisation in Sikkim. Between 1982 to to 1992, SV
availed more than Rs. 11 crores in loans in which the Sta
Government sat guarantee. The liabilities have come ha
haunt. It will he for the CBI to investigate the conditions
made SUL so popular for loans, but a study of how many |
availed still makes for interesting reading. A NOW FEATU

project. IDBI, acting as the lead
ingtitution sanctioned aterm loan
of Rs. 4 croresin consortium with
IFCI and ICICI at an interest rate
of 12.5 per cent per annum.
Everything moved rather
quickly for SVL. The joint sector
agreement with SIDICO was
inked in July 1986 and the IDBI
loan was cleared by July end the
sameyear. Onereason why the Rs.
4 croreloan was sanctioned so fast
was perhaps because the Finance
Department of the then Bhandari
government agreed to execute an
“unconditional and irrevocable”
deed of guaranteefor SVL'sloan.
The State government had now
been roped in for the long haul.
Two yearslater, and SVL was
yet to start production. Instead, it
approached IDBI for additional
financial assistanceto part finance
the cost over-runs. A loan of Rs.
40 lakhs was made available
against the mortgage of the com-
pany’simmovable properties. This
was in July, 1988, and by Octo-

ber, the State Governmen
to sit guarantee on this|o:
Production commenc
same month, but closed ¢
November 1989. Unfav
conditions prevailing
vanaspati market, shor
working capital, transp
communication problen
offered as the factors whit
the enterprise unviable.
The unit remained cl
the next five years, until i
ber 1992, the managem
handed over to Kolkat:
Pawan Saraswat Associat
rehabilitation packagewor
The Associates renewed t
sector agreement with ¢
and within a month, secul
2 crore soft loan from it.
hocloan of Rs. 75 lakhsw
from SBI, Kolkata. Althc
State Government did not
antee on this soft loan, i
on the dotted line again f
3.63 crore cash credit
- turn

Outsourcing Outclasse

resources to run dry. The Brit

ish and American economies
are now beginning to realise the
impact of outsourcing jobsto In-
dia. Across the world, resistance
is increasing to outsourced jobs
moving to India. They are now
feeling the pinch.

The British media complains
of 2,00,000 banking and insurance
jobsmovingto India. CNN reports
that 1 million Indianswork for US-
based companies. Within India,
there are reports that 40 million
jobs have aready been created in
the English-speaking services seg-
ment. The United States of
America, Britain, Germany, Neth-
erlandsand Malaysiaareall coun-
tries where such resentment has
surfaced.

Withincreasing protestsinthe
US over outsourcing of jobs to
India, especialy in the IT sector,
the American government has
been forced to cut down issuance
of H-1B visasfor overseas profes-
sionals. Companieshave a so been
asked to reveal how many Indians
they are employing. Theimport of
foreignersand export of jobsover-
seas hasresulted in thelossof jobs

I t wasonly amatter of timefor

RANJIT SINGH

investment proposal isapprovedin
India, few peoplearelikely to ask
whether an Indian company is ca-
pable of producing the same
goods. Yet, in devel oped countries,
such questions areroutine onesfor
cross-border movements.
Restrictions on global labour
movement is a post World War |
phenomenon. Yet, controlsonim-
migration have now come to be
accepted and the World Trade Or-
ganisation’s services sector nego-
tiations have minimum market
access schedules for temporary
migration of skilled personnel.
Despite these commitments, bar-
riers are erected by developed
countries for such migrations and
there ought to be anew classifica-
tion of non-tariff barriers for la-
bour movement. Security consid-
erations have now compounded
traditional concerns about immi-
gration. If governments defy eco-

oped countries find diff
accept. The developed wi
its comparative advan
manufacturing to southe
east Asia and thought it |
in services.

Given that Indian sals
one-tenth of thoseinthede
world, that assumed com
advantage is also disap
Labour productivity anc
skillsdo not generally just
huge salary differentials.
as outsourcing to India |
few call centers, resentm
muted. But increasingly, |
process outsourcing mea
than call centers and nol
lated managerial, admini
and clerical jobs espec
banking and insurance
moving off shore.

Job losses and salary
the developed world are
table outcome of globalis
though transitory pains he
accentuated by continue
sion in the West. Howe
West cannot have its cake
it too. First, it cannot pre
trade and resist opening
culture or textiles and ge
Second, it cannot push
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ture emerges, Sangramis believe the announcement will come any day no

HE CONFUSION OF A MERGE

C politics Is horing and when it gets
it hecomes confusing. Ditto for the
ing talks on the SSP-Cong merger.
IR WANGCHUK

OK: Mergersareaways complicated and the proposed amal- -

n of the Sikkim Sangram Parishad into the Congress [1] is no
t. The merger, which has been rumoured ever since the SSP
self in the Opposition bench back in 1994, gathered more ur-
ithitschief and former CM, Nar Bahadur Bhandari camped in
er the past week to renegotiate the terms of the merger afresh.
anied by some of his senior colleagues and a faction of the
radesh Congress Committee[I] membersin favour of “imme-
erger, he has been meeting several senior leaders of the Con-
gh-command, including Sonia Gandhi, to ease through the
His aides, while talking to NOW! from Delhi, insist that the
s will sign on the dotted line by the time this issue hits the
ut SPCC[I] President, Namkha Gyaltsen maintainsthat it might
o0 early to break open the champagne.
section of the Congressmen in Sikkim are to be believed, the
cy which rumours had us believe about an impending SSP-
erger istoo premature. Theformer CM who hasflirted with the
] several times in the past, might not yet return to a rousing
e at Rangpo as a Congressman. They insist that the merger still
a“proposal” despitethebid by those keen on rushing the merger
to directly approach the Congress high-command in Delhi.
rocess has to be followed in such things. The party high-com-
ill need feedback from us and because it was not discussed
state-unit we are not realy in a position to advise the high
d on the proposal,” SPCC [I] President, Namkha Gyaltsen,
W! Mr. Gyaltsen was in Delhi over the last weekend to brief
high-command on the political situationin Sikkim and also to
the proposal for merger. He admitted that he learnt of the re-
id for an SSP-Cong merger only upon reaching Delhi. A ploy,
r. Gyaltsen insists, is not how a merger can be engineered.
handari’smerger bidin Delhi wasreportedly instigated by some
] members, who, sources reveal, convinced him that the merger
ail through if he approached the Congress high-command di-
ost office bearersin the SPCC [1] are seen as “anti-merger” by
y wanting Sangram to merge with Congressin Sikkim.
or Sangramis camped in Delhi at present, however, maintain
ers for amerger came from the Congress high-command this
plying that the AICC [1] side-lined the state-unit on purpose, a
andari aide who wasin Delhi for “pre-negotiations’ even be-
Bhandari arrived, said that even the Congress bosses in Delhi
lised that the party has been decimated under Mr. Gyaltsen's
tship in Sikkim.
ave seen letters welcoming Mr. Bhandari into the Congress.
ritten in 2001. The merger was cleared even at that time, but
by some members of the SPCC 1] at thelast minute. The high-
d seems committed not to allow such delays any more and
agesture of good faith, even replaced the partyman in-charge
m who was opposed to the merger,” said a senior Sangrami
NOW! over the phone from Delhi.
ting to charges that he is seen as “anti-merger,” Mr. Gyaltsen
d the suggestion and pointed out that it was he who first mooted
in 2001. Denying that the merger fell through because they had
totheruling party, Mr. Gyaltsen said: “ Themerger could not come
at that time due to many disturbances. The unacceptable condi-
led by Mr. Bhandari defeated any hopes for a smooth merger.”
or members of the state-unit further revealed that not only did
ndari want the SPCC [I] president’s post, but also wanted a
ent from the party high-command that it would not “listen” to
idence to his functioning from the within the party’s ranks in
These conditionsalong with afund of Rs. 3 croresto kick-start
] activities in Sikkim made the merger proposal unappetising

WHO BRINGS
WHAT TO

THE TABLE
Bhandari brings
44% votes
polled in his

favour in the
last assembly
polls and Cong
[I] could offer a
buffer against
the CBI cases
hounding him

CBI that Primula Cottage, his
Church Road, Gangtok, residence,
was made from money “given” to
him by Rajiv and Indira Gandhi.

But then, paliticsis known to
have no permanent enemies and
those working on the merger in
Delhi are convinced that “99 per
cent” of the work is done.

“The feedback has been con-
sistently positive so far. Thisisa
major development and obviously
many issues need to beironed out,
but everything has been worked out
and now only afinal meeting with
SoniaGandhi remains,” said asen-
ior SSPfunctionary whileclaiming
that the formal announcement
could come by Wednesday morn-

ing depending on when they can get an appointm
Mrs. Gandhi, who has been keeping a busy schedu

Theseclaimsarein direct contrast with what th
[I] President believes. The merger, he states, mi
take some more time. The newly appointed Al C(
charge for Sikkim, Salman Khursheed, will beint
in the near future [not until July 15 though] to dis
issuewith party-members here and hold talkswith
involved and also look at other possible alliances
the issue is decided.

“It will still be some more months beforeacle
ture emerges,” he said. Mr. Gyaltsen, however, re
that he is not opposed to the merger, just that t
many sidesto it which need to be understood.

“When we hold talks afresh, we will do so witt
prejudice,” adds another senior Congressman Al
[1T member who met Sonia Gandhi last week in
tion with the merger proposal aso revealed that “N
had assured that “no decision on the matter will be taken in he

When asked what necessitated the merger, a senior Sangrz
erated that the first move was made by the Congress high-col
“We also saw it as a good change. We now know the limita
regional politics and it will be good for Sangram to now get
tional politics,” he said.

What Sangram brings to the table is its performance in
assembly elections where it cornered 7 seats and 44 per cer
votes. Congress bagged barely 4 per cent of the votes, so itsc
tion to the merger would obviously comein the form of the cus
that anational party can provideinthevarious CBI casesthat are
ing Mr. Bhandari as also the financesfor sponsoring hisbidto
government in the next elections.

Whether the latest bid at a merger works out or not will be
before the week is out, but it is now obvious that the merger
anything but smooth. The Congress state-unit is clearly divide
urgency of the matter and a section has been identified as opp
Should the merger come about, there is bound to be amajor s
in the party hierarchy in Sikkim which could take away som
gains that the merger promises for either side.
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e 0.9 UKURE WAIEK
LUTION FOR NAMCHI

| REPORT

OK: A presentation of Multi-Stage Pumping programme of
om Rangit to Namchi and the surrounding areas in South Sik-
held at the Rural Development Department conference hall
June 10.
State government has approved an outlay of Rs. 6.50 croresfor
ect that will deal with the acute shortage of water in Namchi
urrounding areas. The project has been designed keeping in
regquirement of water over the next 15 years.
er from Rangit will be pumped to a height of about 1,200 me-
hree stages. The treatment plant will have a capacity to treat
lion litres per day. The annual operational maintenance cost of
ct will be Rs. 76 lakhsin the initial stages onceit is commis-
informs an official Press relese.
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) OBEROI reports
 slides that visited

ng last Friday
NG: OnJdune13, last Fri-
ple of Rongong Tumlong
nchayat Unit, ward No. 4,
, North Sikkimwoke up to
of Nature. At around 9am,
py hamlet was hit by ma-
slides which destroyed 3
their corn and cardamom
dkilled 3 cowsand 2 pigs.
le speakingto NOW!, SB
the area Panchayat, said
whole experience was a
re.“Ever sincethevillage
we have been trying to get
shock. Throughout Fri-
were trying our best to
livestock and shift our-
o0 the nearby school. Al-
oonewashurt, theseland
vetaken our cattleand our
hich are our source of in-
aid Mr. Subba.
slides have left many
on unsafe foundations.

e

Whileonefamily had to shift tothe
hospital quarters, another moved
intotheprincipa’squartersand il
others took shelter in the schoal.
Although the families have since
moved back to their homes, they
flee every time thereis a shower.
“The main reason behind
these dlidesisthefact that theroad
abovetheir houses has no support-
ing wall to share the load. Even
the drains are clogged. With no
drainage, the surface runoff loos-
ened the soil and resulted in the
slides,” believes Bijay Subba, a
resident whose fields have been
destroyed. “Mero Doodh Dinay

Gai, Jersey Gai Maryo,” shares
another distraught villager.

Thevillagershowever haveno
complaintswiththerelief package.

“The authorities have taken
control of the matter now and have
already visited the spot and prom-
ised compensation,” informed Bali
Raj Gurung whose housewas also
damaged by the landslides.

After theincident, the Panchayat
reported the matter to the policeand
the SDPO (north) visited the spot to
take stock and consoletheresidents.
Later, theareaMLA, DC and SDM
asovisted thegpot and assured “full
support” tothevictims.
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y SVL from SBI.
ecember 25, 1992, com-
production, albeit on a
pacity, started at the
complex again. In Janu-
, barely months after the
w a change in the seat of
operations at SVL shut
rmanently.
hings stand, an industry
as loaned amost Rs. 11
f which SIDICO contrib-
2 crores, has now left the
vernment straddled with a
ility of Rs. 18 crores. And
sharksarecalling fromall
December, 1993 the High
Kolkata passed a decree
r of ITC. In March 1999,
d SBI filed recovery pro-
against SVL in the Debt
y Tribunal at Guwahati.
hthe case hasreached the
disposal, the order has

GREASED THROUGH

been reserved due to a stay order
procured by SVL'slast private pro-
moter, Pawan Saraswat.

The lending agencies can be
heard crying foul over the present
State Government’sdecisionto con-
test the case. “It does not matter
whose government guaranteed the
loan. We sanctioned it knowing a
Sate Government guaranteeissafe.
Such hesitancy will send out the
wrong signals,” said a senior bank
official while talking to NOW!

There is no denying that not
everything wasaboveboardinthe
handling and promotion of SVL.
The bank’s are not free of blame
either since they themselves are
guilty of having ignored many
promising projectsfor lack of po-
litical patronage in the past. They
arelucky that their investmentsare
not lost since the State can only

Zey ook
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delay the payment and not deny it.
If, in the meantime, they can
dredge out the peculiar position-
ing that SVL enjoyed, it could per-
haps serve as awarning for simi-
lar mistakes in the future.
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ALLEGATION ON SSP V-P

EM LALL'S IRE FALLS
ON JOURNOS

| REPORT

OK: The pressure of go-
gainst the judiciary with
ed allegationsand getting
back with acharge of per-

to be getting to the SSP
esident, Hem Lall
i. On June 11, just asthe
earing on the perjury
moved against him con-
Mr. Bhandari walked out
ourtroom and straight up
urnalists sharing acup of
ide and launched into a
ing tirade.
nu Neopaney, a reporter
e Nepali daily Hamro
akti, while talking to
evesled that Mr. Bhandari
ff by criticising hispaper’s
aying of the Sangram Day
ons in Gangtok. Soon, he
more threatening and
the reporter against filing
ord” of theday’sproceed-
sing foul and abusive lan-
e threatened to search me

out and beat me up at homeif | re-
ported on the court case,” Mr.
Neopaney told NOW!

By then, another journalist
entered Mr. Bhandari’s wrathful
line of vision. Heturned hiswarn-
ings towards Pema Leyda
Shangderpa, the Sikkim corre-
spondent for The Telegraph. The
heated argument that followed saw
theexchange of many angry words
and it was only after some SSP
youths intervened that Mr.
Bhandari backed down.

Thetwo journalistshavesince
approached the Chief Judicial
Magistrate with a complaint of
criminal intimidation which has
been handed over to the Sadar
Thanafor investigation. Whilethe
two admit that they perceive no
immediate threat from Mr.
Bhandari since even hisown party
colleagues seem to have had
enough of him, they point out: “At
present, he can only threaten be-
cause he cannot mobilisethe mus-
cle to get physical, but who will
guarantee that hewon’t send boys

after journalistswhen he hasmore
clout and power?’

For once, thejournalist frater-
nity united in its condemnation of
Mr. Bhandari’s actions. Both, the
Press of Club of Sikkim and Sik-
kim JournalistsAssociation, while
condemning the outburst asan as-
sault on the fourth estate, have
demanded public apologies.

Splintering out from the June
11 episode is an even more seri-
ousallegation. SJA, inapressre-
leaseissued by its General Secre-
tary, Sujit Chakraborty [editor,
Northeastern Weekend Review]
aleges: “Mr. Bhandari has been
erratically andirresponsibly trying
to foul-mouth the press and doing
things that can be construed as
sexual harassment of a woman
scribe.” This a serious allegation
that should give Mr. Bhandari’'s
legally-trained mind more issues
to chew upon. That is, after he has
figured how to squirm away from
the perjury and criminal intimida-
tion allegationsthat he hasto con-
tend with first.

PUBLIC NOTICE

EP HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER Co. Ltd., a subsidiary of AMALGAMATED
SPOWER (l) Ltd. has proposed to construct a 36 MW Hydro-Electric Project near Rolep
across the river Rongpo-chu. The salient features of the project are as under:
42.5m high concrete gravity dam across river Rongpo-Chu near Rolep village Latuk Block
t Sikkim, just downstream of the confluence of Nathang-chu and Rongpo-chu.
Hopper type desilting basin 15m width 14.8 deep and 110m long.
underground headrace tunnel of 2.6m diameter finished size and 4.5km long with one
rmediate adit of size 4.5m, 5m ‘D’ shaped 460 long.
n underground surge shaft 9.5m diameter 60m high.
ne underground pressure shaft 2m diameter finished size 60m long and one surface type
el penstock 2m diameter 730m long branching into two small size penstock of 1.5m diameter
long each.
surface type powerhouse of size of 16m wide 61m long and 35m high near Lamaten vil-
e, Latuk Block, East Sikkim.
ppromixately 4.36 hectares of land to come under submergence.
0 acquire private / forest land (29.0 ha) for various project component and roads around
ject sites in Rolep / near Lamaten Village, Latuk Block, East Sikkim.

as by notification of Govt. of India in the Ministry of Environment and Forest No. 60 (E)
27th January 1994, issued under sub-section (1) and clause (V) of sub-section (2) of
n 3 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1996) as made mandatory under Part-I|
n 3 sub-section (1) dated 10th April 1997, the State Pollution Control Board is required to
ct Public Hearing in the interest of the public for preparing recommendations based on
hnical assessment of documents and data furnished by the project authorities for obtain-
cessary environmental clearance from MOEF, Govt. of India.

fore, notice is hereby given to all persons, including bonafide residents, environmental
s and other located at project site / sites of displacement, sites likely to be affected tio
pate and provide suggestions, views, comments and objections, if any and to attend the
hearing to be conducted on 22.07.2003 at Rolep School, East Sikkim at 10:30 onwards.
erson, individual interested to submit other written suggestions, views or complaints can
on or before the hearing date, which may be addressed to the Member Secretary, State
on Control Board, Department of Forest, Env. & Wildlife, Deorali, Gangtok.

QUL IU PCHITIONCSU 10 KE
direct taxes out

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK : Senior SPCC 1] of-
fice-bearers who were in Delhi
recently to discuss the proposed
SSP-Cong merger, aso took the
appointment granted with AICC
[IT President, Sonia Gandhi, to
petition her with arequest to keep
implementation of direct taxesin
Sikkim at bay.

In a memorandum signed by
the SPCC [I], Namkha Gyaltsen,
the state-unit has pointed out that
such implementation would go
against the spirit of the Tripartite
Agreement of May 8 and Article
371F which protectsthe Old Laws,
of which the Income Tax Manual
isone, of Sikkim.

Claiming that such an imple-
mentationisonthe“verge” of get-
ting forced through, the SPCC 1]

President has also reques
should the implementa
“unavoidable”, the tribals
kim beexempted fromthe
of thisAct.

The Congress Presic
al so been petitioned to en
the policy of safeguardin
digenous inhabitants of t
iscontinued. Whilewel cor
recent inclusion of the Lir
Tamang communities
Scheduled Tribes list, th
[11 has also petitioned for
ing them with their “leg
political rightsin the forn
ervation of seatsin the S
sembly.

Also reiterated in the
randum is " adequate sup
protection” for the Sik
Nepalese by including “
left out communitiesin the
uled Tribe category.
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Couple murdered by
relatives from Nepal

| REPORT

G: Greed for money led
| double murder at Tayong
theevening of June 10, last
Nirma Basnet and hiswife,
re brutaly hacked to death
ersonswho could havebeen
tives. Ther children Surg),
arayan, 9, were lucky and
a murderous assault and
identified one of the mur-
Gopal Chettri, aNepa na
ho had come to stay with
ut fifteen days earlier. The
adeaway withasumof Rs.
tolen from the house.
le Nirmal’s body was

found in the cowshed, his wife's
body was found dumped outside
and covered with grass.

Statements given by the two
minors suggest that after murder-
ing the parents, the murderers
turned their attention towards the
children and strangled them.
When they lost consciousness,
they were probably left for dead.

The victims are both learnt to
be Nepa nationals who had been
here astenants of oneArjun Subedi
for the past ten years. Police sources
told NOW! that the victims most
probably werereated tothemurder-
ersand that the murdersmight have
resulted from a past feud.

The accused are absconding.

\ister unhappy with tardy
gress of road repairs

| REPORT

OK: Inameeting withthe
y and other senior officias
epartment, the Minister,

Bridges, RB Subba, ex-
“great displeasure” over
w progress of various
under the Department.
official Press release in-
ttheMinister convened the
on June 12 to review the
s of various ongoing
likecarpeting and strength-
exigting roadsand congtruc-
ew roads and bridges.

ng adivision and district-
iewal of various projects,
ister reportedly pulled up
ialsfor the delay in com-
f most projects.

the onset of monsoonsin
e Minister aso directed
ialsto stop work once the
d set in the earnest and to

required materials at the
If. Directions were also

.l‘{ '7.
Although not looked after by the
Roads Bridges Deptt., the 9th Mile
slide is one example of a problem
spot that evades all solutions
passed to the concerned junior en-
gineers to be present at the sites
wherework wasin progress.

Whileurging them to expedite
the works, he reiterated that no
compromise be made on the qual-
ity of theprojects. Thereleasealso
informsthat he reminded his offi-
ciasthat the roads sector hasbeen
accorded top-priority by the
present government.

Even the dog squad which was put
on their trail an hour after the in-
cident lost their trace near
Bermiok Martam. Police officials
believe that the accused have fled
into the jungles of Uttarey and on
to Nepal. Although al check-posts
have been alerted, no arrests have
been made thus far.

The orphaned children, in the
meanwhile are being looked after
by the landlord.

~ PIK-UP (Single Cah)

VA NN B BV pick-up 2wp |
soladiort 10 1 ot il

INEIE VAWWVIII A

THEMSELVES COP

a NOW REPORT

RAVANGL A: Thenext timeagroup of crew-cut, tough-looking
sters come knocking, don’t take their word for being cops. A f:
Manngzong Jogi Dara, about 6 kms from Lingmoo bazaar her
the mistake of accepting 15 unknown persons as being police
nel and are now poorer by Rs. 37,000 they had in their almi
have lost al their jewellery. Official sourcesreveal that the sai
came calling on one Man Bahadur Chettri in the evening of
Claiming to be policemeninvstigating a“ case,” they told Man |
that they needed to search his house for a pistol belonging to or
sons. The entire family was tied up and locked inside a roon
they did not interfere with the “search”. The group then proce
ransack the house and left with the booty. When the father of tt
realised that they had been had, he filed a complaint and two
have been arrested since. No loot has been recovered as yet th

Bring Rs. 56,000/-* onl
and ks away

* Attractive Finance Available from N
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neeng MMiUuIrCce! U CeuocU
surrenders before CJM

IMITAVA BANERJEE

ELING: In a dramatic
ventsKamal Gurung, dias
inla, one of the prime ac-
the Prakash Theeng mur-
surrendered before the
dicial Magistrate at the
ng Court on June 16. He
last one evading the law,
theonesnamedintheFIR.
ethelnvestigation Officer
Poolbazar Police Station
e FIR regarding the mur-
had been lodged, was not
t the court, Policeremand
given. Kainlawas instead
d to Judicia custody. He
ththeothersarrestedinthe
e been booked under Sec

king on rural
ater supply
| REPORT

OK: A one-day work-
rural water supply and
nwas organised by RDD
oration with the Water and
Consultancy Services
OS] on June 11 at the
nity Hall here.
ef Minister Pawan
g was the chief guest on
sion.
king ontheoccasion, Mr.
g dwelt ontheimportance
in day-to-day lifeand the
preserve it. He said that
ple of Sikkim were not
f the importance of water
State had not yet experi-
ater shortage. The State
ent hasstill initiated vari-
meson rainwater and roof
rvesting in drought-prone
the State, he informed.
munity participation in
r harvesting, water quality
ng and treatment and ru-
tion were some of theis-
n up during theworkshop.

abbitry
raining

OK: The State govern-
rough the Department of
ushandry, hasintroduced
mme on rabbitry funded
entral Wool Development
NDP, Border AreaDevel-
Project and STEP. The Di-
te of Handicrafts and
ms has in turn started a
nth training programmein
ool processing fromMay
3. This programme has
rted in collaboration with
ar Kumar, Consultant,

302, 120B, 34 of IPC and Sections
25, 27 and 35 of the ArmsAct.

Prakash Theeng, a Senior
GNLF leader and DGHC
Bijanbari Poolbazar area Council-
lor, was shot dead on May 13 at
Gok, 48 kmsfrom Darjeelingwith
an improvised gun. Based on the
complaint lodged by the eyewit-
ness, Bhakta Jogi, who was ac-
companying Theeng when hewas
shot, an FIR has been lodged
against six people. They areVisha
Rai, Milan Rai, Harkey Mangar,
Man Kumar Rai, Kancha
Kalikotey of Deorali and Kainla
of Gok.

On the evening of May 22,

ADMISSIO
NOTICE
2003-2004

Diploma, Degree & P.G. Programmes

Bishal Rai, Milan Rai, Mann
Kumar Rai, Kiran Thapa alias
Harkey Mangar and Prabhat
Kalikotey were arrested from
Nayabazar Check Post onthe Sik-
kim side of the Bengal-Sikkim
Border in connection with this
murder. Kancha Kalikotey of
Deorai and Kainla of Gok were
still at large then. Working on the
leads, from the arrested accused,
the Police had conducted several
raidsat Mangan in Sikkim but had
failed to nab Kancha. However the
Sikkim Police finally caught up
with Kancha on May 26 at
Manganand handed him over to
the Darjeeling Police.

PYNINGY SillvMm vivi il

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: The Northeastern
Region Tibet Support Group has
asked the Prime Minister to play
a“morepro-activerole’ during his
forthcoming visit to China.

The Group met in Sdlugara in
West Bengd for a two-day confer-
ence on June 13-14 and passed a
four-point resolution, whichincluded
thispleato the Prime Minister.

“We request the Prime Minis-
ter to play a more pro-active role
to bring the Chinese Government
to agreeto the pragmatic views of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama so
that thereisgenuinetrust between
thetwo countriesand lasting peace
in the subcontinent,” Sonam
L hundup, co-convener of the Con-

ference, saysinaPressste

While welcoming t
posed visit of the PM to Cl
Conference felt that ape
discussing the issue of tr
commerce and opening
trade-routethrough Sikkin
sue of Tibet must also b
by the PM since the “Hir
cultureisclosely linked v
of Tibet.”

The Support Group v
of the view that the cons
of arail-link by Chinafron
to Lhasa, leading up to tl
national border with Indi
“directly affect India’s !
and environment.” The
ence resolved to appeal to
to aso take up this issue
thevisit, whichthey feel, c
India's security.
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or most of us garbage
management meanslittle
more than throwing our
rubbish into the
dustbin or the jhora,
er happens to be closer.
D&HD it means collect-
enever possibleinthefew
at they have and dump-
at an open ground at
. For the State Pollution
Board it meanscollecting
formulating action plan
And yet, solid waste man-
could soon be our nem-
mediate attention is not
it. According to Dr. B
ta, Member Secretary,
Pollution Control Board,
is hurtling into an envi-
al nightmare because of
dustrialization and inad-
nfrastructure to control
deluge.” He goes on to
at efficient waste manage-
uld be our top priority.
angtok, theresponsibility
gecollection and disposal
h UD&HD.
has the department been
efficient al these years?
long has UD&HD been
for al this. It is not only
onsibility. What about the
ho don't seem to have
most basic civic sense?
out the State Pollution
Board? | only found out
back that solid waste man-
falls under their ambit.
they should spend some
and time too,” contends
Pradhan, Additional Sec-
D&HD.
State Pollution Control
as problems of its own.
understaffed, it has one
ientist, one scientific as-

ON THE GARBAGE TRA!

Itis no great revelation to tell Gangtokians that they
have a solid waste management problem. We live it.
MITA ZULCA goes on the garhage trail to find out
exactly how serious the problem is and who is
doing what and how much about it...

sistant and two lab assistantsfor all
of Sikkim. The Board hasunder its
jurisdiction every conceivablearea
related to pollution. From manage-
ment of solid waste and hospital
waste to monitoring of ambient air
quality, noiselevel and water qual-
ity. Although eight technical posts
have been sanctioned by the cen-
tral government not one post has
been filled. This, despite the fact
that slariesfor theeight postswere
ensured by the central government
till the end of the 10th five year
plan, with the provision for extend-
ingitinthe 11thfiveyear plan. So,
what could be the hitch? No clear
answers are available.

To get back on the garbage
trail, each day 27,000 kgs of gar-
bageisgenerated by Gangtok town
alone. Many localities in town do
not have accessto waste collection
depots. As a result wastes are
dumped on any unused piece of
land or into the jhoras. Around 60
per cent of the waste is collected
by theseven UD& HD trucksdaily.
The rest are left as they are. The
collected garbage is taken to the
dumping site at Marchak on open
garbage trucks and need to be
loaded manually. Most of these
trucks scatter refuse asthey travel.

The dumping site at Marchak
is an open one. Indiscriminate
dumping is also creating the dan-

is for information of the three communities as
ioned below, in particular, and the public in
ral, that the Law Commission of Sikkim has
red a draft report on the Customary Laws and
es of the following Communities, namely:

LEPCHA
BHUTIA
SHERPA

e Draft Report is being circulated amongst
ed people, village elders and knowledgable
ns viz. members of Panchayats / Local MPs
As, Heads of Departments etc. calling for ob-
n / suggestions, if any, before finalising the
t. The draft report is available with the under-
d in the address given below and the same
be obtained for the purpose of perusal and

ideration.

therefore, resuested that the objections/sug-
ons, if any, on the draft report may kindly be
itted to the undersigned by 30th June, 2003

ger of polluting the Rani Khola.
There is no attempt made to seg-
regate the garbage at any stage.
Organic, hazardous and biomedi-
cal waste is thrown out into the
open aong with plastic, bottles
and chemicals. Obviously a less
than perfect situation.

“We areaware of the situation
but one hasto beredistic. Wehave
our own constraints. We have only
fivefully operational trucksat the
moment for the East district. These
big Tatas cannot go into smaller
areaslikeArithang or Syari. Why
don’t you ask the Roads and
Bridges department why they are
taking so long to completethe road
from Arithang to the Bye-Pass. It
would become so easy to remove
the garbage then. Everyone hasto
dotheir bit. We are at present also
short on manpower but are mak-
ing amends for that,” says Ms.
Pradhan when asked why garbage
is not removed for days and al-
lowed to pile up in the suburbs.

“Who is creating this prob-
lem? It is the elite. From the
houses of the educated and the
rich, maids come out and throw the
garbageinto thejhora. Do the peo-
ple not have any responsibility at
al?’ she asks angrily.

The absence of safe disposal
of biomedical waste is another
matter of great concern. Thiswaste
is much more complex than mu-
nicipal waste as it contains bio-
non-degradable items along with
highly infectivewaste. In Sikkim,
thereisno uniform method for the
disposal of hospital waste. STNM
hospital generates 300 kgs of in-
fective and other waste daily. The
hospital has only a 2 kg capacity
incinerator. Most of the STNM
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;? . m— —
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L

e o

Garbage is not a problem. We generte enough of it. It i

collection and disposal that we falter.

waste goesinto UD& HD dustbins
or into the jhoras.

“Work isgoing ontoinstall a
much bigger incinerator. Within a
month we should haveit,” informs
Dr. SC Pradhan, Additional Super-
intendent, STNM.

What about the fear that plac-
ing such an incinerator in a
crowded locality will cause air
pollution? “Initially, the nearby
hotels raised some objections but
we have been assured that there
will benoair pollution. Thesmoke
will come out at a height of more
than 100ft and will not affect the
people,” the doctor adds.

Ask the State Pollution Con-
trol Board if that is true and they
disagree. “Thehospital authorities
know the rules but they have not
yet approached us for permission.
They are going ahead and doing it
on their own when they should be
consulting us. Of courseit will cre-
ate air pollution,” says Dr. Gopal
Pradhan, senior scientist, SPCB.

While the different depart-
ments work out their own way to

solve the problem, there
that things will soon get &

“We have prepared :
and areworking onanActi
Things are moving and s
problem will be solved.
shifting the dumping si
Marchak to Martam. A
solid waste treatment plan
installed there. All the
collected by UD&HD wil
regated and treated her
closes Dr. Pradhan, of the

Lack of money isnolc
problem it seems. The cen
ernment has sanctioned Rs
for the project with the Ste
ernment chippinginwith 1C
of the allocated budget. UC
getting fivemoretrucksfor
collection. STNM hospita
dered suppliesof different ¢
buckets to segregate the
wasteat source. Whilethir
to be moving in a positiv
tionwecan only hopethat t
tiatives do not remain onl
per but get implemente
ground level too.
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cotourismonthe wings -

m Development Foundation, in
horation with Kewzing Tourism
lopment Committee is experimenting
an ecotourism option - hird-watching.
m, with its repository of some 600 hird
es, should be a hit with the serious
hologist as well as the hobbyist.

ing could soon he a destination that

5 ecotourism the wings to sail on...

RMKAH ATREYA
ING: Sikkim’s avian
on excited even the great-
thologists of all times,
li, into devoting an entire
them. Itisthussurprising
enough attention hasbeen
cashing in on this
sity wealth. This could
nge. While the focus of
ism industry in the State
arily been onregular tour-
vities such as trekking,
nd sightseeing, expertsare
pinion that the industry
versify and find new and
ive ways to promote
sm as well as conserva
ven the fact that Sikkim
600 speciesof birds, bird-
g may just be the answer
stry islooking for.
is arelatively new con-
ng promoted by a local
kkim Development Foun-
n an attempt to cashin on
ral resources of the State
e same time promote lo-
omy and take conserva-
rtsto thegrassrootslevel.
first glimmer of this ini-
ame with the week-long
me - “Bird-watching for
ation and Ecotourism” - at
resque Kewzing village

from June 7-14. A joint-initiative
of the Sikkim Devel opment Foun-
dation and the newly-set up
Kewzing Tourism Development
Committee (KTDC)
the programme was
funded under the
“Sustainable Tour-
ism Development
and Income & em-
ployment Genera-
tion Project” spon-
sored by theAustral -
ian Foundation for
Peoples of Asia &
Pacific (AFAP) and
supported by the
Kathmandu Environmental Edu-
cation Project, (KEEP).

The week-long programme
saw experts from Nepal set up
camp at Kewzing and interact with
the local's on the nuances of bird-
watching and conservation meth-
ods. Themain resource person for
programme was Rajendra

CAN BE
REACHED AT
270949

sikkimnow@rediffmail.com

Narsingh Suwal, ornithologist and
president of the Lumbini Crane
Conservation Centre, Nepal.
Nestled in the laps of the
Maenam Hill, theKewzing village
in the Ravangla Sub-divisionisa
mini-biodiversity hot-spotinitself.
An abundance of birds are found
intheareas surrounding Ravangla,
Kewzing, Rayong and Maenam.
“Injust three days of our stay
here, we came across as many as
110 species of birds in the area,
some very rare ones as well. This
is a very encouraging sign,” Mr.
Suwal said. Some of the interest-
ing species Mr. Suwal and enthu-
siastic membersof KTDC located
in the surrounding areas of

Kewzing and Maenam were the
Munal, Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird, the
Sultan Tit, the Green Magpie, the
Yellow-Necked Woodpecker, the
White Throated Kingfisher, the
Brown-Wood Owl and the Black
Eagle.

“Some of the birds we came
acrossareextremely rareandindig-

enous to the area. There are some
migratory birdstoo, whichindicates
that the areaisathriving ecologica
hot-spot. Now the onus is on the
State government aswell asNGOs
and locals alike to conserve the
biodiversity of the area and mini-
mize environmental degradation at
al costs,” Mr. Suwal said.

“We have realized that there
is a tremendous scope for bird
watchingin Sikkim, which will not
only promote ecotourism in abig
way, but will also give a tremen-
dous boost to our conservation ef-
forts. Thisway, we can aso initi-
ate local participation in tourism
promotion and conservation,”
Karma T. Takapa, Executive Di-
rector, Sikkim De-
velopment Founda-
tion said.

Infact, the Foun-
dation started the
bird-watching pro-
gramme a couple of
months ago through
the RTDC and its
Ravangla Village
Tourism Project, in
which two young
members of the
KTDC, Tsawang Rinchen Mongpo
and Karma Sonam Bhutia under-
went an intensive 15-days training
in bird-watching in Nepal with Mr.
Suwa. Now, they areusing their ex-
pertiseto educatethelocal villagers
and school children on the impor-
tance of promoting bird-watching
and conservation methods.

TUITIONS AVAILABLE

FOR MATHS & PHYSICS
FOR CLASS IX, X, XI & XII

PHONES: 281039 / 221587

PRESENTS

/

T

il

The Bird-watching f
servation and Ecotouris
grammereceived atremen
sponse from the local s an
childrenin particular.

The programme
Kewzing village conclude
day-long event organize
Kewzing Secondary Schoc
which was attended by |
dentsand thevillagers, a¢
the members of the Foul
KTDC, Mr. Suwal and PT
Executive Director, KE
Sherpa gave a talk aong
slide show on tourism ir
while Mr. Suwal presente
show on bird-watching for
vation and ecotourism.

A painting competi
the theme “Birds of Ke
was also held for the stu
the Kewzing Secondary
with the aim to generate
ness on the variety of b
demic to the area.

The Sikkim Foundat
the KTDC plans to prepe
tailed list of the birds pr
the Kewzing-Ravangla i
chure, which will provids
relevant information on tl
population herefor bird-w
The Foundation is also
toidentify other placesint
that can be promoted ¢
watching corridors.

CIVIL DEFEN
THROUGH
PLANTATIC

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: The Civil I
Gangtok, observed its Rais
here on June 8. In adepartt
itsearlier “Clean Campaign
custhisyear wasontreepl:
Adheringtothedogan, “In
where trees are destroyed,
and other calamities prev
Civil Defence team partici
a tree plantation campaig
Smriti Van in Bulbuley on
The Additional Chief Se
Tashi Topden, Chief Er
Swasdtik, the DC, Eagt, DI(
Guard, T. Wangyal and mel
Civil Defence planted saf
the Smriti Vanto mark thec

A Site Engineer
projects outsic
Ga.n.gto.k.



WO SIKKIMDS
JRING HOPE

| REPORT

OK:: Two new variants of
rdamom, Sikkim-I and
I1, developed by scientists
gional Research Station,
of the Indian Cardamom
h Institute, have been ap-
y the Union Ministry of
ure and promise a three-
easeinyieldfor al farm-
opt for these variants in
ntations.
Utpal Gupta, Senior Sci-
Transfer of Technology],
scientist who has worked
loping the two variants,
nnouncing the official
said: “These two selec-
of ahigh-yielding types.
ikkim-I issuitablefor cul-
in medium to high alti-
kim-I1 issuitablefor me-
itude.”
further claimed that the
variants promise ayield
900 kgs per hectare. A
ial leap from the 155-200
hectare that Sikkim aver-
resent. To tap the full po-
f this cash crop it is es-
replace thelocal uneco-
arge cardamom with the
iants, he adds.
new selections are rec-
ed for large scale plant-
hould come asgood news
| growers who have been
g with the combined on-
of aging plantations and
d crop. On the disease
ew strain of disease, dif-
rom the Foorkey and
, which have plagued Sik-

NEW VARIANTS
PROMISE
THREE-FOLD
INCREASE IN
LARGE
CARDAMOM
YIELD

kim’'s large cardamom crop for
quite some time, had troubled
growers even more. Weather, too,
played foul last year when hail-
stones destroyed a major portion
of thelocal crop.

Dwindling producein aregion
which accounts for 85 per cent of
the nation’s large cardamom has
caused much concern at all levels
- among the growers, wholesalers,
the State Government and the
Horticulture Department. Carda-
mom plantations spread across
some 23,500 hectares in Sikkim
and produce an estimated 4,000-
4,500 metric tonnes of large car-
damom annually. Cultivation of
the cash crop employs about
16,949 framers, of which about
1,500 are small and marginal farm-
ers. For many of them, cardamom
is the only source of income and
falling productivity of their plan-
tations directly impacts their in-
come..

Decliningyieldin plantations
across the State has also been at-
tributed to lack of re-plantations
initiatives. Experts wager that
over 80 per cent of the cardamom
bushes in Sikkim require imme-

T READY FOR SOME
RIENTAL BANKING

| REPORT

OK: Despite the capi-
ge as an extravagant des-
, the Oriental Bank of
rce opened its 993rd
n the country here on June
special focusonthelower
group.

speciality of our bank are

es like Suvidha Deposit
, Fixed Deposit Scheme,
g Deposit Scheme, Cu-

Deposit Schemes which

The reaction from the people
has been good so far, he further
disclosed.

Earlier, while addressing a
Press conference on the opening
of the new branch, VK Chopra,
Executive Director, informed that
during the year 2002-2003, the
Bank had achieved a total busi-
ness of Rs. 45,486 crores show-
ing an average growth of 11.6%
in deposits and 17.6% in ad-
vances. Gross profit of the Bank
stood at Rs. 1,163 crores against
Rs. 320 crores last year.

| T AVERWIGHE MVITIEDDEN

Medical Courses (Regular/Pos

Alternative Medicine (DASM/MBBS(AM))
Indo Allopathy (DIAMS/BIAMS)
Biochemic (DBMS/MBBS (BIO)
Medicinal Herbalism (DMHS/BMHS)
Acupuncture (D.Ac/B.Ac)

Naturopathy & Yoga (DNYT/BNYT)
Electro Homoeopathy (DEHM/MBEH)

POST GRADUATE COUR
M.D.(A.M.)/Ph.D.(A.M.) / D.Sc.|
Practitioners Registratiol

R.M.P.(A.M.) on Experience

Special Clinical Prac
Training Available

INDIAN BOARD OF ALTERNATIVE MEDICIN

Affiliated to International Union For Health Promotion & Education (Affiliated to !
U N NG NRTISRED Dr. S.K. Agarwal, D.Sc., F.R.S.H.(London), Pri
to stay on top in cardamom pro-

@ INDIAN INSTITUTE OF ALTERNATIVE MEDIC
duction.

80, Chowringhee Road, Kolkata-20, Ph : 2476-9361 « Fax : 033-22
Now that a new variant be '

Web-Site : www.altmedindia.com + E-mail : info@altmedindia.cor
available, it remains to seen M I s s I N

whether it gets the required sup-

port from the concerned depart- since 8 June 2003. NAR BAHAI

ment. Replantation. Scientists at GURUNG, age 62 years, height-

the research institute are con- wheatish complexion, resident of
Bazar, South Sikkim. He was weari

vinced that the local “uneco-
nomic” large cardamom needs to . .

9 blue shirt, pant and hawaaii chappa
Contact: Police Station,

be replaced with the new variants
for plantations across the State to Telephone No: 270203, 270259 (R)
Tika Gurung, Melli Bazar, South Sikkil

remain economically profitable.
DIRECT ADMISSIO

TheRRS, incidentally, has set
up a gene bank at Pangthang and
has been carrying out extensive

MIBIBISI, B-n-Sn BIEI' B.Pnarma(
Pondicherry: Bangalore: Delh
Kolkata: MP

research in the development of a
Further details contact:

superior variety of cardamom to
MP’Z LIBRARY

give a better yield. It has been
working on the new strains since
(below S.N.O.D. Petrol Pump)
Ph: (03592) 281527 (O), 284522 (R)

diate replantation if the State is

1987 and testing and trail runs
have already been conducted at
Mangan in north Sikkim.

Now that thetwo variantshave
been approved and registered with
theUnion Ministry of Agriculture,
cardamom farmersinthe State can
look forward to a better yield in
the coming years. But it will be
sometime before the new variants
areintroduced to cardamom culti- .
vators as the RRS will have to
transfer thetechnology to the Hor-
ticulture Department for large-
scale production of cardamom rhi-
zomes for distribution.

FORSALE

An Indica DLS
[deisel engine],
1999 model,
saphire gold,
special locking
system, AC
Contact:
994950
94341 37039

On The Road.. and ir
TROUBLE? call

for any kind of car
problem.

GET SPOT ADMISSION IN BANGALORE 8 DELHI from GANG

C.B.S.E., 1.5.C. CLASS XII OR GRADUATE PASSED STUDENTS DON'T DI
OR YOU MAY NOT GET YOUR SEAT FOR HIGHER STUDIES. GET REGIST
TION IN HAND WITHIN 10 DAYS FROM YOUR HOME TOWN. YOU NEED
GO TO BANGALORE OR DELHI FOR ADMISSION.

19 LAKHS ENGINEERING B.C.A,BB.M. PHYSIOTHERAPY

No Donation No Donation No Donation
SPECIAL OFFER: REGISTRATION IS GOING ON FOR BIO-TECH, B.C.A., MICRO-BIO IN REPUTED CO|




| BUVI
R SPORTS
SIKKIM

OK: Prasun Banerjee,
ndian football captain and
ward recipient was here
resentative for the Sports
y of Indiaon a2-day visit
ne 10-11 and had some
wsto share with the State.
rming that he wasin Sik-
ntially to thank the State
ent, which, he said had
t of its way to promote
Sikkim and appreciated
ief Minister, Pawan
ng’'s prompt gesture of
SAI 20 acres of land in
am and 30 acres in
g villagein South Sikkim
tructing sports complexes
vision for an office in
for field operations.
e sports complexes fol-
years of surveys con-
y SAl to convince itself
plex would prove benefi-
only for Sikkim but also
ting fraternity of the na-
. Banerjee informed.
le elaborating SAl’s role
m, he revealed that it had
the State’s request for
| coachesfor cricket, bad-
nd Table Tennis.
incharge-cum-State Coor-
Al, SAG centre Namchi,
umar Singh, added that the
sportscentreswoul d defi-
elp the sportsmen of the
e said that the idea behind
p the centresin remote ar-
to explore untouched ter-
o that even the less privi-
dentsfrom rural areas get
to exploit their talent.

OVEINOrs Z0Id LUP 10 reidrn
Paljor Stadium!

aNOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Work on the Paljor
Stadium, otherwise scheduled for
a2004 completion, isbeing accel-
erated so that silver jubilee episode
of the prestigious Governor’sGold
Cup football tourney in October
can be held there.

Speskingto NOW!, the Direc-
tor for Sports, HT Bas said that the

department was doing everything
possible to hold the tournament at
Pdljor Stadium in October.
Confident that they will be able
to meet the deadline, Mr. Bas re-
vealed that although the stadium
won't haveagrassfieldin place, the
other layers of the field would be
complete. At present, thefieldisgo-
ing through the multi-layering proc-
esswhichwill filter thewater anddso
providedrainagefecility tothefield.

BCCI ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A
BAICHUNG WITH A WILLOW

aNOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Board for Cricket
Control in India has decided to
adopt Sikkim under its “New Ar-
eas Development Programme,”
aimed at promoting cricket with
the hope of finding new talent in
northeastern region. This was of -
fered at a meeting convened with
officials of the Sports & Youth
Affairs Department by the BCCI
in Kolkatarecently.

Under this programme, BCCI
has offered to conduct an under-
19 tournament between the north-
eastern states. All expenses like
journey fare, lodging and board-
ing, expendituresin coaching and
equipment will beborneby BCCI.

The Kolkata meeting was at-
tended by the Minister Sports &
Youth Affairs, CK Mohra, Direc-
tor, Sports & Youth Affairs, HT
Basi and Tika Subba, Joint Secre-

. <" BEST UMBRELLA FOR THE SUN

THE RAIN AND
THE FASHION

CITIZEN
UMBRELLA

I\ 2ihees o ve RS A

ROAD KOLKATA-7, PH: 91 033-2268 1396/1871, 2271 2152, FAX: 91-033-2271 21 51

re_creation

N A FLAT BY INVESTING JUST

Rs. 41,000/-

cated beautifully amongst the lush green surroundings of

Siliguri City with
® Children Park ® Community Hall ® Driveway
/ ® Street Lights ® Departmental Store
ot

SWASTIK APARTMENT
ffice:

Salugara Bazar, Sevoke Road, Siliguri.

SWASTIK BUILDERS
1st Floor, Hotel Vinayak Building, Hill Cart Road

ns Apply

Siliguri. Ph: 2520870 (O) / 2642450 (R) / 98320 64114 (M)

tary, Sikkim Cricket Association.

While speaking to NOW!,
Mr. Basi, said that his Depart-
ment also put forward its case of
affiliation of SCA stressing on
the good performance of the
State in various tournaments or-
ganised by the Board in the East
Zone. Sikkim also put forward a
proposal to make available top
level coaches to train resource
persons in the state who could
later work as coaches with up-
coming cricketers.

A WORK IN PROGRESS Paljor Stad|um prepare
a multi-layered feild

-Z/ Bengal Institute of Technoc
'B1T

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FROM ELIGIBLE MALE & FEMALE CANDIDATE

1. Flight Radio Officer Course
Qualification : 10 + 2, Age : 177 years and above, Duration : 6 months
Examinations (RTR) (Aero)are conducted by Ministry of Communication,
Govt. of India

2. Air Hostess / Flight Stewards
Qualification : 10 + 2 / Graduate, Age : 17% years and above, Duration :
» Excellent Job Opportunities = 100% Job Placement Assista:

For Prospectus and Application Form send Rs.250/- by DD/ IPO / MO in fav
Bengal Institute of Technocrats, payable at Kolkata, at the following ad
1712, Sahapur Colony, New Alipore, Kolkata - 700 053,
Telefax : (033) 2457 4803, E-mail : bit@vsnl.net

&\
o

1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

EPSI S

Drangehu Bruerages
ANNOUNCES
“Under The Crown Scheme”

(for the state of Sikkim only)

FROM 15™ MAY TO 14™ JULY ‘03’
Check the inside of the crown
There may be a surprise

waiting for you...

TRIP TO BANGKOK FOR TWO / CASH IN LIE
REFRIGERATOR GODREJ (220L)
MOBILE PHONE with GSM

And over 5000 Consolation Prizes
Caps, Key Chains, T-Shirts, Wall Clocks, Badges,
Coasters, Pens, Pencil Bags, Shopping Bags, School Bags
and Many Bottles of Free Liquid

(For Details Contact Youn Local Distribiudons | Depe
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