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Mn.rch 1979 

Dear Friends , 

As I am ""riti l18 this newsletter here in the U. K. we are still in t he grip of one of 
the most severe winters we h ave h ad for many ye nrs ~ nnd I am s ure when we are out 
with sp ildes clear ing snow, we t h ink of t hose oth er members in the circle, who are 
living in the warmer climates. Now t o mor e s erious thi nes. Rec ently I have 
bee n offered a r ange of some six aerogr ammes (1974 is sue 1.25 rupee s where the 
stamp shows an aeroplane flying over mounta ins ) which were in var ious s t ages of 
printing err ors . Mostly the ink had not t aken u,p c orrectly and gave a poor 
i mpression of the aerop l anes. My persona l feelings are tha t t hese are printers' 
was te, and should not be offered a s errors a t all. I would be interested to h ear 
of any ' other members being offered t h is type of material, and fr om whioh dea l ers 
t hey were sent. 

NEW MET,LJBERS 
Prof. B.H. Archer 
Robert T.Y.Lee 
A.S .Murray 
P .J. Wakeman 
H .C.Denham 
M.W.C ampbell 

CHANGE Of:' j\DDRESS 
T.V.Sommerfeldt 
W. Epstien 

MElffiERS' AWARDS 

3, The Cedars, Milford, Nr. Goda l I!l ing , Surrey, England 
P.O. Box 1758 Ocennside , Ca lif. 92054, U.S .A. 
1, Grange RO'ad , Bearside, Glasgow, Scotland 
B.M. Box 1284, London W.C. 1 V 6 XX England 
Poplar Farm , New Road, Woodmancote, Cheltenham, Glos. Eng land 
P.O. Box 208, Kathmandu, Nepal. 

P .O. Box 203, Sea lra in, Oslo 1,. Norway 
1625 w. Elizabe~~ St., L-l Ft. Collins, Colorado 80521, U. S .A 

Our congr atulations to M.r. P. c.uptn. for his larg e Gold and Gold medals award ed a t 
the Intern~tional Exhibition in Prague in September 1978 . 

The book 'The Native Pos tmarks of Nepal' is still doing well, be i ng awarded the 
Albert H. Harr is trophy for literature a t St runpex, and your s ecretary h ad the 
honour of showing his exhibit on lIe,pal Pos t a l Histor y in the Court of Honour a t 
the s rune exhibition. 

]EgOB. ON THE NEPAL FLOWER SERIES STAlvTPS 
One of our new members, Mr. M.V! .Crunpbell who is working for the Nep a.l-Aua-tr alia 
Forestry Pro ject has provided the followi ng inf'ormation on the flower s eries stamps 
i s sued January 1977:-

"The dark green 30p stamp with the white tube flower bears the name ' Megacodon 
stylophorus, when in f act it is a Cardiocrinum Gigate\.lJll and the purple stnmp 
is named Ca.rdiocrinum Giganteum, but is in fact the Megacodon. Th is has been 
confirmed by the Roya l Horticultura l Soc iety, Wisley in Erli.!,l and . " 

SOCIETY 
U .S.A: 
INDIA: 
NEPAL: 

REPRESENTAT IVES : 
tir. Frank Vi gnola , 105, 22nd Av., San Francisc o , CAT" 94121 U. S .A. 
Mr . C. Tul s iyan, P.O. Siswa Bazar , Distt, Gor akhpur U. P . Indi a 
:Mr. Dhruba Rudra , P.O. Box 80, Gana Bahal, Kathmandu, l\epa l 



/2 .. . 
'l"fI:B SRI PlillHUPATI DIE PROOFS 
One of our members, Mr. Peter Holcombe, was fortunate enough t o be ab le' to handle 
all the Ne'pa:lLma'terial from the Perkins Bac on archive~ . He took photo-copies of 
most of the die-proofs and has written an sxcellent 1~4page study of all the various 
stages of producing these. . ;rt also' includeB. details of the ~tist' s drawings for. .. _ 
both the accepte'd and unacc'epted d'esigns, anci the priJ1ti~s of the plate proof's. 
For any of our Pashupati Specialists this is • must~ and th 12 pag& article is 
available from your seoretary at £2~ each post pa~d. r 

TIBET COLLECTORS 
We have had requests - particularly from our Tibet specialists - on the availability 
of the Methuen Handbook of Colour. The 3rd Ed i tion of this book can be purchased 
in the United States f'or $ 17.50 per copy post paid, from Leonard H. Hartmann, 
P.O. Box 21397, Louisville, Kentucky 40221. 

Now you Tibet specialists, how about some of you putting pen to p aper, and gl.Vll'lg 

us some information or articles for the newsletter? The fact that there is very 
li ttle about Tibet in the newsletter is only because you do not send anything in, 
so how about putting the balance right? 

MIillIf.t3ERS' MEETING IN SAN }~TCISCO 27th - , 29th AQril 1979 
Arrangements are just about complete for this meeting, and its good to hear that 
our President Dr. Pierre Couvreur will be able to make the trip and meet you all. 
The activities for this romual meeting are being arranged by Frank V~,gnola and 
will include talks and displ~7s of material on Nepal r eg istered letters by 
Colin Hepper, on Nepal forgeries by Alfonso Zulue ta and Tibet covers and stamps 
by Fred de Ridder. The Court of' Honour at "Westpex" vdllbe Fran.1< Vignola's award 
winning exhibit of 'The Classic Poriod Postmarks and Obliterators df Nepal' • 
He will also give a tr..l1c on the subject at the site of the exhibit. Meeting rooms 
have been reserved on both Saturday and Sunday during the exhibition from 1 to 3 p.m. 

PHIIATELIC PROGRAMME FDR 1979 ' 

1. April ?l7th Red Machchindra Series. 
0.75p. Image of Red Machchindra Nath. 
1. 25 Cha;r:iot of 11 11 11 

2. May 12th Lumbini Year Campaign 
1 Rupee Sculpture. of ' Maya Devi. 

3. June 29th Forestry Campaign 
2.30 rupee Planting Trees. 

" 
4. Aug . 20th International Year of the Child 

O.30p Emblem of 1 Y.C. 
1.00 Ch ildrens, Parade 
2.30 .H.R.h . Crown Prince Deependru Bir Bikram Shah Dev of Nepal. 

5. Sept.17th Visit Nepal Series 

6. Oct. 

3 values to be issued. Details not known. 

20th Coins 
0.05 
0.15 
1.00 

Series 
Lichchari Period 
:Malla Period 
Shah per iod. 

7. Nov. 17th Birds Series 
3 valu~s to be issued - details not knov¥.n. 

8. Dec. 28th Birthday Series 
0.30p 35th Birthday of H.R.H. King Direndra 
1.00 Development Campa i gn in Nepal 
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Fig. 1 

FORGED OVERPRINTS OF 'lEE 1 RtJPEI!l KIHG Mt...mlIDRA OFFICIAL STA.MP 

Most members of the Nepal Study Circle ore aware that forged overprints have been 
made on genuine King Mahendra 1 Rupee stamps. -Few illustrations or descriptions 
of these forgeries exist, as 'they seem to be scarcer than the gem..tine stamps. 
However, the 1£178 auction of David Feldman held on 27-30 June offered a block ot 
four with the official. overprint in lot 316. A bid by the author seoured the -
lot, but upon reoeipt it was quite obvious :t.hat it was one of 'the forgeries. 
Complying with the Auotion firms rules, the stamps were submitted to expertization 
run certified as a forgery. The block has been returned to the firm and is now 
book in the hands of the owner. 

Prior to rErturning the block, an attempt was made to make an enlarged photograph of 
the overprint. This was partially successful due to the difficulty in separating 
the block and magenta colors. With a bit of touch-up, it was made suitable 
for an illustration in our newsletter. A glance at fig. 1 will show you the 
results. 

,- ' · .i: ~ r . .' : ;.,1 v 

The most outstanding characteristic is the roughness -of the torgery - comp~ed t~ 
the olenn lines and form of the gem..tine. Each of the letters in the forgery is 
thicker by 30% than thegenu~; overprint. The outl;ne Of ~e:'. ;forged le~rs is 
irregular when viewed under low m~gn1f-ioation. , _This oontrasts easily with the 
clean even, non-wandering outlines of the genuine. With the block of four it was 
easy to determine that the lettering varied in its shape from one stamp to the 
next. Naturally this will not be easily determined withj.tst a single stamp. Any 
s light variation in letters, even with fue short vertical accent bar, is a good 
clue. The Genuine stamps Cl J:'l9it none of the variations in letters from stamp to 
stamp found in this particular forgery. 

Perhaps the easiest feature to check is the normally thin bar joining the letters 
at the top. Here again, the roughness leads to an irregularly sized bar rather 
than -the even, although thin, rectangle of the gem..tine. The varying thickness of 
the line bar is again coupled with very roueh edges alone its outline. In two 
of the four stamps in the blook, the bars at the top of the two words point upwards 
slightly nt the juncture of the two words. Alignment among th.e overprints on the 
other stamps was not in a straight line as they are in the genuine overprints . 
With the illustrated forger,y in view, it should be easy for other collectors to 
verify ~ examples proffered. 

One of the motives in publicisine this forgery is that there is a strong probability 
that theS$ forged stanps will aga.in appear din the market. Our reason tCJr this 
opinion is that the material offered in the Feld.man Auotion was ex'tenalve enou~h 
that its owner must have been knowled~eabl' @nQ~h tg knPw th~t th~~ Fgrt1pular 
block was ( at least) a suspected forgery. Us~ne an tlll\\'itt~~ auction house to 
dispose of the foreery indicates that we have a ·person who believes it is 
permissable to try and sell questionable material as the genuine article. 
Publici~ is one of the few methods collectors have of discouraging this practice. 

Roger Skinner " 
MODERN ISSUES FOR SALE 

-nT. W.C.Hellrigl~ :P.O. Box 349, -:BozenjI:taly has a collection-:f in Ul1lliourited blocks 
of- 4) of modern Nepaf for' ·sale. it ·comprises·- most sets ' issued be tWeen 1949 and 
1962 includine a corner block of the 1 rupee service overprint. which is most 
cer t a inly genuine. 

He also h as for s ale, a collection of some 40 covers ( mostly r egistered and insured) 
of Indi a used in Nepal, with many interes ting postmarks, and some r are registration 
c achets . Deta ils of bo t h c ollections supplied on application to Dr. Hellrigl. 
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A U"C';'T"i .O',N. ~ 1~ '6 ~::·.8~'\:~;:~27r j;~~: ~ , ·· 
Usual rules apply. Closine dlit e for bid~ 14th .AprJ} 1979. " Col oUr .. 'c od'es are fr om the Color Handbook • . 
Lot No. , ' . " :' . Estimate 128 Sa. 13a Block of four used '2 x ' -2 T/B pai~s 'i ' c'orner s lit ht clamag e~ £8. 1.29 SG 13a four X. 2 anna T/E. p a ir all w.i~ .. diff . teleeraph ,cq.ncels. , £12. 130 SG138, 1~6 . s.etting 4T/E ,pr. flaw in qliche No . 57 t used. : ; '. ' £..5. 131 SC- :l,.~ ~ anna,-" F. U. ' Block of A.VerY-clear 1 prin,tine , on 'good '" :' , ': , -' ,'-. ~1i~1l,~. p~~r .. " .~l,~ :,~are:i~. '. ' . '. . .. , .. , . 132: ,. SG,.'38 ,1 ~a ,b .lue :us~d ~ t. dl.~f. shad~s '. , 133 , SG 38 ~ 4ill1a . used blo~k of , 4 onth;Lcl~ ,p aper ."'; . , 134· ' SG ' 3~ 2 a!lrk.~ ' brown.used' (160 '.50'.30.30). blo.ck of, 4 r~cut : frame .- . and letteririg' (GA 32} . " ,' , .... , . ' . -, .. , '. '. 
135 ' SG 39 2 anna Red-bro\Vn(70 70' 30 (5) 'Used strip of" 4"·e ood margins. 136 SG 25a ' 1898-99 mint T/B pair on thick paper (GA ' 16 ) ifull marg ins (lQ .30 100 , 20) .. ' "" "" ', . . ,. " ". . ;, ' 137 ~ . SG. 2~~ ,1 __ ap.ri~ ( iO., 20 50. l q) . usec; T/B . oair. ' . , " 138 SG 39 2 .anna. · chocoiil.t ,e CiOO .lOO 50 ' .10) F.lT. blook of .. 6 good ., ' , .t . - . _ , ' . . • . .... 

£5. 
:£4 
,,£4 

£9 
£5 

£8 
£ 4 

: : 

139 
140 
141 
142 

mar g-:i.ns ... a J,l rouqd~ ,., .. ,,' "f' '.,' •• .. ,.,"'.: ,:£ EL ', ' SG. 42 4- ' anna Gr eel,'l 2 ' ~e9. , pa:,i..rs ". onedcu:-k green one ' p a1e 'ereen • . ' . _£5 ; " . ',' '. :.: ;: /. " SG281 anna . blue: 3 used. )~ t p:mps all. dU',f,erent shades· .. £ 2. , 10 x 2 annas used.. Al!"different shades • . 
SG 39 " 2 : ~nnaB~(jwh 3' · ,~sed 'pD.ir~ , diff~~e:nt shade~ · , '. ' " Re,cl-browrl, Brown CHocol ().te. · .' , " 

·£10 
• .0; - •• '.;: ,:~~ . t. • • ,.:', 

£ 6 . , : , .1 J I _ - . ..:. ~ , • ' . . " , • . f • 

~~ I,: '1907 SiVa. , M.aG.h~~~ set :'of~4' :~e9-' \wo . sb,ad.~sOf e~ch . ~~i~~ (.~ ~'t.~~)," '£5 ">:': , i4~ SG 0135-0.145 set :f.ine us ed. , '. '. . £3 •. ~, . . 145 SG' 39a us ed' b lock'. of 4 witll ' two ,T/B pa~rs .(100 50 30 0) .:' . ·£10. 1 '16 'SG 39a ~sed: l? lock: of , ~ with .two T/B pa irs . (100 :so 39 0)" c ' £10. , 147 SG 41a '.T/B p~ii" use9- lake shade , (.100 tOO 30 10) . . , . £4 .'. ,. " 148. SG 41a ' ~IarQon (20 50 20 .20) T/ B pa ir useli . , .' .. ~4 " , 149 'SG 41 a, T/B pair, used t'a.k8. shade ('100 ·70 ' 30' 10) .' " £4 . ' ' ." 150 , " SG 5J7.b ~p , .Greeri M~nt block 4 and ID ~n.t . pair both different\ ·shades £3 " , 151 " SG, 57b. 2 p. Green L/H Corner block pf ., 6 mipt. . " £3·. L 
.. , .. . 

, . 
152 .. ' OiieC~urt Fe(:l document wij:lh .1 p a isn. Rey e mie ~tamp added • . 

very ' c~ean •. : . .'.' \.- , '. £1 . .. 
, .' 

. ." • ~. (! .. . • t' ~: ~-ill ~ed st~ps' .are i?e le~aph c ancelled,.:, _ ',' 
. ! 

Prices r eaiised for Auction ,No. , 6: 
Lot No. 
7fJ- 1 ' 
80 

,£6 . 

81 
82 '. 
83 
84 
85 
8~ 
87 

£1 . 
£6.20 
£6 
£2.80 
£1 
£ 2 . 
£2.50 
£3. 

, , 
:'" ... 

,. ! 'l 

, . 

'Lot No. 
88' 
8~ 
00 
91 , 
92 
93 . 
94 -
95 
96 

£ 2.50 
f6~ 20' .. 

,r, , £2.50 
£ 2.00 
£ 2 
£4.20 
£8 ~25 
£ 2.50 

Lot No. 
97 

." P8 
99 

,100 
101 
.102 

,' 103 
104 

" , 

£5.25 
£7 ~50 

. £1 .40 
£3 .20 

£3.00 
£4.40 
£8.25 

As we appear to have a little space left for the benefit of new members, Auction rules are:-

. ... . , ','-

1. Each lot will eo :to tha highest bidder, and for more than one equal bid . the l o t will eo to the f'1rst one received. . 
2. Purchaser to pay Society plus postage when in raceiptof lot from' successful bid. 
3. Vendor to pay 10~ of s a l e price to Society fu nds. 4. Lots making less than ~vo t h irds of the estimated value will be withdrawn. 5. Bids will be in t he f ollowi ng stages: - . 

Up to £1. eteps of lOp . 
£5. t o £10 steps of 25p. 

,£i. t o £5. Steps of 20p 
Over £10 steps of 50p 

- . " 

-' 

.' 
\. 


