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CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

Prof. D:. Axel Werner, Bosgrunderweg 62, D-55543 Bad Kreuznach, Germany.
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OEADLINE : Ad and payment in USA dollars

P QLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: FOR PEMBERS ONLY
One insertion, per line $1.00
Four insertions, per line $3.50 L

To calculate the number of lines you£
advertisement will require, count 74 letters,
numerals, punctuation marks and blank spaces
between words. Ads will be placed under
appropriate headings without charge for the
headings, or simply send your own ad, asking
the editor to place it under an appropriate
heading (at no extra cost).

\

(or- in mint USA postage stamps) must reach
the editor by the first day of one of the
following months - February, May, August,
November - in order for ad to appear in issues
mailed about one month later. Any change
of copy after the first insertion will be
counted as a new advertisement. -

I also have a

George

Write

-
FOR SALE: TIBETAN STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY. I currently have a large stock
of quality material from all periods. I would be glad to send you a selec-
tion tailored to your specific needs. Want lists “fnvited.
list of out-of-print books and articles on Tibetan philately for which I
can provide photocopies. This will be sent to anyone requesting 1it.
Bourke, P.0..Box 1174, Jackson, Mi., 49201, U.S.A.
WANTED: Tibetan Local Post Stamps and Postal History from 1912 - 1960. Single
stamps, multiples, sheets, covers and proofs. I am willing to pay good prices
and or exchange other Tibet material of all periods, Nepal stamps (Pashupati
and Gorgha Patra Press issues) or quality stamps of the whole world.
to: Rainer Fuchs, Am Burkardstuhl 31, 8702 Himmelstadt, Germany.
WANTED: NEPAL FDCs, Folders, Gurkha Patra Press imperfs., classical issues
covers 1800-1960. Please ask for want-list. Heinz Schob ’
D-2800 Bremen 1, Germany. obel, Fornerstr. 1,
WANTED: CLASSIC AND PASHUPATI COVERS FROM Nepal. I will purchase and or
, trade better stamps and covers. Also wanted, better or unusual Nepalese
N covers from the 1950's and 1860's. Leo Martyn, P.0. Box 49263, Los Angeles,

CA, 380048-02563, USA.

" WANTED TO BUY - Bhutan. Postal history material.

Especially fiscal stamps

on cover or as tax documents, stampless covers ("skirt letters"), Indian,

Tibetan or Nepalese covers addressed 10 Bhutan prior to 1965.
Bhutan/India and Bhutan/China.

franked covers-Bhutan/Tibet,

Nadybal, Box 523, APO AE 08030, U.S.A.3
Germany; or FAX (Germany 4+49) 6192-27207.

TRADE: Nepal Postal Stationery Cards.

Also dual
Write: Len
or Goethestr. 11a, 657189 Hofheim,

T will trade a mint WSbb with double

Frame for one of the following - USED: Wla, 2aa, Z2ab, 5a, 5bc, 6b; OR a

mint 5b.
Netherlands.

. NEPAL:

Extensive Price List free for the asking.
- 49263, Los Angeles, CA 90048-0263, U.S5.A.

Dick van der Wateren, Ysbaanweg 8, NL-8391 HZ Noordwolde, The

Leo Martyn, P.0. Box
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EDITORIAL
Leo Martyn
The site for the Study Circle maill auctions will be changing, starting with

no. 66, as Colin Hepper is giving up the post as auctioneer.

The first auction was part of Issue No. 7 (Dec., 1977), totaling 10 lots!
Since then, under Colin's control, the auctions have grown to some 250 lots per
auction, sometimes offering items not available from any other source.

Preparing an auction is time consuming and arduous. Each item must be
checked as to its condition, description (hopefully by the consigner) and evalu-
ation; then listed. After, the auction” funds have to be collected, recorded,

lots sent out and proceeds distributed. Thank you Colin for an excellent job.

Now, for some insane reason, 1 have volunteered to take over some of the
responsibilities of the auction (receiving material, lotting and describing).
Roger Skinnmer has agreed to take care of the bookkeeping duties (I knew he had
some free time Sunday mornings from 2:00 to 5:00 a.m.). Send all auction items
to me and NOT to Colin, as he will probably be basking™ in the sun somewhere in
Spain. I have also convinced Frealon Bibbins that he should be involved - so
he will screen questionable Tibet items. The lots will be estimated in U.S.
dollars - more details in the next issue.

00O 0O 0 OO0 o0 0O
<

Our Study Circle meeting (s) at Napex '94 (Jfine 24-26) should be something
quite special. In attendance will be many members from the states plus some
members from Europe, Canada and possibly other areas. UWe have been allocated
50 exhibit frames - applications should be sent in NOW as the official closing
date for receiving prospectuses is Feb. 15. If you decide at the last moment
that you want to exhibit you can FAX Michael Dixon (301 983 0857) by Feb. 15
stating that you want a certain number of frames and the prospectus and check
are in the mail - be sure that you follow through. Any unrequested frames will
be given to other exhibitors. So far, four of our members will be presenting
exhibits, totaling 35 frames - only 15 more are available. If you need a prospec-
tus contact me or Michael Dixon. .

There will be some 50 to B0 dealers at the bourse including many of the
bigger dealers in the U.S. and possibly some from Europe. [Members can also bring
items for sale/trade - this should be done outside of the show.

Since the Indian Study Circle is also a participating society there will
be the opportunity for discussions concerning our very closely related areas
of interest. John Warren, the Reqgional Secretary for the society, has suggested
that our two groups get together (probably June 24) for dinmer at a local Indian
restaurant which is conveniently located to the show - this should be great fun.
There is also a Nepalese restaurant called "Kathmandu" in UWashington - very good
but is somewhat more expensive. Listed below is some additional information.

Napex '94 - National Stamp Exhibition June 24-26, 1994

Sheraton National Hotel - Columbian Pike & Washington Blvd.,
Arlington, Virginia 22204. Phone: 703/521-1800, 800/468-8090; FAX: 703/521-2122.
Room rates: $75.00 for single or double occupancy per room per night plus tax
(9.95%). Reservations should be made by June 9 for guaranteed rate and availa-
bility. Complimentary shuttle service to and from the National Airport (use
courtesy phone at the airport and call the hotel for pick-up). If you come in
at Dulles Airport you can take the "Washington Flyer-Airport Connection" ground
transportation to the National Airport ($15 one-way, $24 round-trip), then call
the hotel for the free shuttle service. The "Washington Flyer" alsoc goes to
major hotels in the area but I do not know if this includes the Sheraton National.

Since the show is so close to Washington D.C. (some 15 minutes via the metro
subway) there is the opportunity to visit the Capitol and all it has to offer,






LETTERS 70 THE EDITOR
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Dear Mr. Martyn, , ' v bl 14 November 18893

" I am writing to you in your capacity as Editor of the excellent Postal Himal.
Since becoming a member of the Study Circle I have greatly enjoyed recelvlng
and reading your publication.

I started collecting stamps as a young child, under the watchful gaze of
my late grandfather. After some years I became rather bored with "Britain and
Commonwealth" and my albums and tweezers lay neglected. So how did I become
interested in the stamps and postal history of such a far-away and exotic place
as Tibet? UWell - on a whim, and through my work!

I was greatly interested by Dan Edward's article on "Books on Nepal: Travel
Guides" in Postal Himal No. 74. His statement about wanting to learn about the
language, culture or history of a country of which one collects stamps is an
exact reversal of how things happened for me.

For three years I worked as a copyeditor for the Royal Society in London.
During that time I dealt with papers and reviewed articles for publication in
the Society's journals, mainly in the physical sciences (physics, maths, chemistry,
geophysics etc.). Two special publications might be of interest to some readers
of Postal Himal. The first is Tectonic Evolution of the Himalayas and Tibet,
ed. Shackleton, Dewey and Windley, 1988, The Royal Society, 325 pp., & 65. This
book reviews the mountain range and plateau, and is based on a discussion meeting
held at the Society.

The second book is The Geological Evolution of Tibet. Report of the 13885
Royal Society - Academia Sirica Geotraverse of Xizang - Qinghal Plateau, ed.

Chang Cherfa (leader) and others, 1888, The Royal Society, 413 pp., pullout,
microfiches, maps, £ 85 (U.K.).

Both publications were a joy to work on, and anyone who is especially inte-
rested could try a library, or buy a copy from the Royal Society (Publications),
8 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AG, England. I hope that some copies are
still available!

So how did this lead on to collecting the stamps of Tibet? UWell, one day
we went to our local stamp dealer; my husband was looking for something obscure
from Russia or the Baltic States. I said "I bet you haven't got any stamps from
Tibet" - but he had! I then read about the Study Circle, joined, got in touch
with George Bourke (uho has sent me some beautiful material) and so here we are,
up to date! And believe me, Tibetan philately is certainly a conversation stopper!

Kindest regards,
Beverly Lawrence
England

0O 0O O O OO OO O O
Dear Mr. Martyn,

'"The Postal Himal' No. 74 is in hand. I am glad to go through the report
of the finding of the Tibetan Booklets but disappointed to see the pane of the
same in original colour. It is likely to be misused later on as proof. It would
have been much better if some prints were made at the back of the same.

My congratulation to Mr. Geoffrey Flack.

Yours Sincerely,
S.C. Sukhani
India

[Editor. I believe Mr. Sukhani is suggesting that the reverse of the illus-
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REFERENCES TO BHUTAN IN THE AMERICAN PHILATELIST

Roger Skinner

The Western Philatelic Library received a donation of the recent (1991)
new index to the first 100 years of The American Philatelist. The 1ist
of articles dealing with Bhutan from 1887 to 1386 is as follows - the refer-
ences are to: Volume/Issue:Page numbers.

BHUTAN
Air Mail !
First Flight Covers: Fraudulent (by West) . 85/3:497.
Postage Stamps U .
1954-70 Issues, markings, (by West) 84/5:423-30.
. 84/6:518-22.
85/6:500.
1962, First Issues, (by Lidman). 75/12:915.
1978, Provisional overprints 93/11:1036.
Postal History
Postal Offices, Services, Development, 1962-G5
(India's Stamp Journal) 80/2:138.
Postal Markings ' ' ‘ \
1954-70 Issues, Markings (by West) - 84/5:423-30.
' 84/6:518-522, 568.
85/6:497-500.
Revenues
1953-70's Issues 91/4:254-56.
1954-70 Issues (by West) 85/6:497.

All are available from the Sunnyvale Public Library through the inter-
library loan system; usually at a low cost from your own local library.
Or they can be obtained from the Friends of the Western Philatelic Library
(FWPL) for a small charge of 15 cents per page plus $1.50 for postage and
handling. ‘

0O o oo o o0 o o o o

Obituary - Dr. Alfred Orth Wolfgang Hellrigl

A member of our Study Circle, Dr. Alfred Orth, of Germany, died on
14th July, 1993, at the age of 68 years. His main philatelic
interests centered on Tibet and Mongolia, of which he formed
outstanding collections. Although he rarely exhibited, his
Mongolia was shown at Stamp World Exhibition London 1990 where it
was awarded a Large Vermeil medal.

His vast reference material and his studies enabled him to become
an expert and, in the 1980s, he was granted membership of the
A.I.E.P., the International Association of Philatelic Experts. He
published various articles on Mongolia, with special emphasis on
the local overprints and their various forgeries.

With Dr. Orth our Study Circle sadly loses a philatelist who had
an excellent knowledge of Tibet, particularly of the Imperial
Chinese period but also of the local issues. A retired dentist, he
leaves his wife and a daughter.
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Communication Centre" or Radio-Telegraph office (the cancel is dated
October, 1950). This pair of 8 Trangka does not seem to be attached to a
"printed" telegraph form. The stamps were glued to blue lined paper, the
back of which bore the telegraph cancel. This paper in turn was glued to
some thin native paper. This native paper was in all likelhood the account
or record book of the person who sent the message. In addition to the
pair I have illustrated, I have found a block of four of the 8 Trangka
cancelled with the wavy line cancel and glued to the blue paper. Part of
the telegraph message is visible, but the ‘back of the piece does not bear
the telegraph cancel. :

Some of these 8 Trangka stamps ended up in the hands of philatelists
or their agents and, like the 1 Sang,they are known mint, CTO, on
philatelic covers and with wavy line cancels. The late -printings of the 4
Trangka (milky blue) are much scarcer than the 8 Trangka and no
examples bearing wireless cancels have been recorded. In all likelihood, a
few copies of this 4 Trangka were printed for philatelic purposes at the
same time the 8tr was resurrected and reprinted for use with the wireless.

The wireless telegraph system in Tibet was established -in the closing
days of an Independent Tibet, on the very eve of the Chinese takeover.
Use was restricted to a matter of months, which helps explain the rarity
of these items and why so little has been found in the intervening years.
These few stamps tied to radio telegraph forms are very important, as they
help to solve a number of the mysteries of Tibetan philately. They help to
clear up the controversy which surrounds the wireless telegraph issue and
thejzeveai the purpose of the 1 Sang as well as the Iate printings of the 8
Trangka.

¥
For hundreds of years, the "Roof of the World" was a land whose
secrets attracted so many great explorers. Tibetan philately and the
chance of a "discovery" allow us to become modern day adventurers and
share in some of her mysteries.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank a number of people who helped me in
researching this article. Foremost is Robert Ford .. the man who set up the Tibetan
Government'’s radio-telegraph system in the late 1940s. Iwas fortunate to meet with him in
1992 as well as earlier this year. Mr. Ford has never been a philatelist and many years have
passed since his days in Tibet, but his help was invaluable and I am honoured by his friendship.
I'would also like to thank Nic Rhodes for his contribution and support. Mr. C. Tulsiyan, Kurt
Danke, George Alevizos, Leo Martyn and Ben Kaufmann niust be mentioned and thanked.
Without the help of these individuals this article could not have been completed .. that said, any
shortcomings are mine alone. For the last two years, Mr. Nic Rhodes and I have been
compiling information on the Telegraph and Radio-Telegraph system of Tibet ..any additional
help or information would be appreciated.

Geoffrey Flack

Box 65987, Station F
Vancouver, B.C.
Canada V35N 514














































AUCTION ACTION
Leo Martyn

Michael Rogers' auction of Oct. 9-10 offered B9 lots of Tibet material,
=37 of which were covers. Some of the lots worth noting are (prices, in U.S.ﬁ,
do not include the 10% buyer's fee):

1903,(Aug. 28) cover from Younghusband to his wife in India, bearing

Indian 1a tied by "Experimental PO C48" ChS. $1150.
1804 (Aug. 23) Bailey cover to Edinburgh, Indian 1a tied by Lhassa
CDS. o $1350.
1908 (Sept. 186) Baileyjbbver‘to his father in Edinburgh, two Indian
half anna tied by "Gyantse-Tibet/Siliguri Base" CDS. $375.
1914 (May 12) registered (Waterfall BR2) "wilson" (philatelic) cover,
Pharijong to U.K., "Gyantse-Tibet/Siliguri Base" CDS. $275.
1924 (Dec. 1) Indian-1a Postal Stationmery bearing "Yatung-Tibet Via
Siliguri" CDS, addressed to Bailey in Gangtok (Sikkim). $280.
1928 (Jan. 30) colorful cover from Pharijong to England bearing unusual
~markings and labels - "By Air" in double circle, yellow air sticker,
green tissue sticker in the shape of a star, manuscript "From Basra
to Cairo via Karachi", "Highest PO in the World". $220.
*
1937 (Nov. 18) cover from Gyantse to Baif%y in Kathmandu. $250.
1912 2/3 tr. upper right corner block of four containing "Potsage"
erTor. $200.
1912 one sang complete sheet of 12. $500.
1933 % tr. imperf complete sheet of 12. $160.
1833 four tr. complete sheet of 11 (lost cliche unprinted). $180.

1933 four tr. on cover bearing non-postal receiving handstamps of "14
Sep 1954", . $170.

‘Bidding was quite active as there were five bidders on the flabr in-
cluding three auction agents (one from N.Y.).

0O 0O 0o o o

Christie's Swine Auction House (Hong Kong) held an auction 0Oct. 28
which offered some very desirable Tibetan items (21 lots). Prices, in Hong
Kong $, do not include the 15% buyer's premium.

1804 (Aug., Sept.) - two covers from the Younghusband expedition to
Edinburgh bearing "Lhassa" cancels. $38000.

1910 Chinese Office "On Postal Service" unfranked registered cover
from Lhasa to Shanghi, bearing: registration label with H.S. reading
"Yatung-Tibet/Via Siliguri"; Lhasa registration H.S., Lhasa cancel
(Waterfall type C1); postmarks of Gyantse (Waterfall type €2 and C3)
on Teverse. (Estimate $2600) $35,000

A very similar cover realized U.S.$3500. in Michael Rogers' auction
of June 12-13.

Chinese Office-mint 3p on 1¢ with overprint inverted (s.G.C1a). $24,000

Chinese Office cover bearing %a on 2¢ and 1a on 4g¢, tied by "Lhasa-

Tibet" CDS (Waterfall type C3) to Gyantse. $8500.
Chinese Office - used 2R on $2 variety - Chinese "Two" with re-entry
(5.G. C11 variety). $26,000
1912 one sang grey-green, complete sheet of 12. $3000.

1955-84, twenty covers bearing Chinese adhesives used various touwns,
includina Chamdo. Gvantse. Yatuno and Yenchsno o . c/ANNN -



George Alevizos' auction of Dec. 14 offered nine lots of Nepal and
ten lots of Tibet material, including (estimates indicated - U.S. §):

Nepal

'19‘59 First General Election, Bp (Scott #103) - handpainted essay
from the Bradbury Wilkinson archives (est. $1000-1500).

1965 International Cooperation Year, 1R (Scott #188) - cut doun
engraved die proof affixed to Bradbury Wilkinson presentation card
with manuscript "Approved", plus proof copy of Presentation Folder
(est. $750-1000).

1907-1946, Pashupati cover. collection with over 500 covers inclu-
ding registration label on cover, 1828 5R block of four on cover,
two 1935 issue censored covers, "Thimi" coin cancels, ten non postal
stationery post cards and 75 mixed lssue covers (est. $7500-12,500).

N2

cds in magenta,
1250).

Tibet

1912 UWaterlow 1/6 tr. engraved essay in blue - UWaterfall #2

(est. $750-1000).

1912-50, mint set of six in blocks of four (est. $600-800).

1914 8tr. carmine pink, complete sheet (est. $1500-2000).
1845 Official, 1/3 tr., corner block of fguf (est. $1250-1750).
1933 cover sent by a member of the Everest Flight to London,

bearing Indian 1a3p pair tied by '"Houston Mount Everest Flight Purnea”
dated April 21, the last day at Purnea (est. $1000-

Australian Firm Buys Tibetan Stamp Rights

An Australian firm, REVIEW
PUBLICATIONS PTY LTD,
has bought the rights to all the
remainder stocks of the local
stamps that were issued in the
1970s by the Tibet Government
in Exile in India.

These old locals have been off
the market for many years, but
the firm can now supply the
Universal Postal Union set to the
trade. The animals set is also
available, but only in limited
quantities, according t0 owner
Bill Homadge.

In 1952, China invaded and
occupied Tibet. The Dali Lama,
the spiritual head of Tibet, was
forcedto flee 1o India along with
thousands of monks and other
followers.

They set up a Government in
Exile in northern India, and in
1974 they issued a set of four
stamps honoring the centenary
of the UPU. This was followed
by a set of four stamps featuring
animals of the Himalayas.

The Indian government asked
the Tibet Government in Exile to

cease issuing further stamps so
as not to antagonize China. The
Indian governmentdid, however,
allow mail with the stamps af-
fixed to pass through both inter-
nal and international mails.

Review Publications special-
izes in Cinderella material and
publishes regularillustrated price
lists that offer dealer discounts
off of the retail price.

For further information con-
tact Review Publications Pty L.td,
P.O. Box 1463, Dubbo, N.S.W.,
Australia, 2830.

[Ed. Many thanks to Alan Warren for sending this article which ap-
peared in the Oct. 9, 18993 issue of The Stamp Wholesaler.
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