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Armand Singer ' s exhibit , it A Postal History of Tibet, 1809-1975", r eceived 
five awards at Napex - site of thi s year ' s Study Circle annual meet i ng. The 
awards were: Grand Award, Cold Medal. Nepal and Tibet Philatelic Study Circl e 
Plaque, American Philatelic Society Award of Excellence (1900 to 1940), and 
the Postal History Society Medal. In addition, Frealon (Bud) Bibbins presented 
Armand with his own personal Tibet stamp (see above). 

Also E!xhibiting were the following members : Lawrence B. Scott (Silver
he received a Vermeil at Westpex!) - li The Postal System in Nepal ll

; Alan Warren 
(Silver , also was awarded the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors 
Award of Honor) - nTibet: Stamps and Postal History ll j Dick van der Wateren 
(Vermeil) - "The Classic Per iod of Nepal" j Leo Martyn (Gold) - "Nepal : Postal 
History From the 18th Century Through the Transition Period (1911)". 

One of our meetings took place on Friday (June 24) and was attended by 
10 members and several visitors; phot o courtesy of Bill Janson . 
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We had two splendid speakers: Geoffrey Flack - "Tibet : New DiscDveries l1 
and Sidhartha M. Tuladhar _li The Philately of Nepal and Tibet" . 

Geoff i s discussing one of his 
new discoveries (See (Postal 
Himal No. 74). 

Sidhartha is emphasizing a 
point in refer ence to Tibetan 
traders . 

At the meeting on Sunday Armand 
Singer gave an excellent pres
entation ti tled: "Nepal and 
Tibet - Some Philatelic Facts (?) 
or Fantasies (?)II. 

Armand is r eliving the 11 4tr 
Spoof Proofl1 incident (see 
Postal Himal No. 73) . 

Many thanks to Bill Janson 
for the excellent photos. 

o 0 0 0 0 



I have applied for our Study Circle to participate at CAPEX, the F .LP. 
International Exhibit which will take place in Toronto from June 8 through 
the 16th, 1996. We will have one , possibly two meetings and many members 
from various countries will attend . We won ' t automatically be given a 
certain number of exhibit frames as at National shows - each member wishing 
to exhibit will have to apply . The requirement for U.S . residents is that 
your exhibit has received at least a Vermeil award at a Nationally approved 
show (I am not sure of the requirements for other countries). Even though 
the show isn't until 1996, now is the time to contact a corrmissioner . In 
the U.S . write : 

Wes t ern 

Joseph Schwartz 

Cen t ral 

James P. Mazepa 
P . D. Box 1217 

Eastern 

Roger G. Schnell 
3230 Fieldcrest Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95821 Oak Park. IL 60304 

4BOO N.E. 20th Terrace 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 

Or you ca~ contact CAPEX directly : 
a, Toronto. Ontario . Canada , M4T ZML. 

CAPEX '96 , P .O.Box 204 , Station 

I am also going to apply for meeting rooms at Pacific ' 97 . the Inter
nationa l EXhibit taking place in San Francisco on May 29 through June 8 , 
1997 . I haven't come up with a show for next year ' s annual meeting yet -
hopefully soon. Of course. we will have a meeting at Westpex next year 
(San Francisco . April 28-30) , but not in 1997 because of Pacific ' 97. 

o 0 Q Q 0 

Member Paul Hager ' s Pashupati exhibit won Best In Show , Best Exhibit 
by a Member and a Gol d Award at Lexpex ' 93 (Lexington, Kentucky) . His next 
showing will be at an A.P . S. regional show . 

o Q Q 0 0 

Roger Skinner recently discovered a magazine which presents articles 
dealing IJlith the cul tural, environmental and developmental issues pertaining 
to the Himalayan area. Titled Himal . it is non-profit, publis hed bi-monthly 
in Lali tpur I Nepal. and i s in English. Each issue runs about 50 pages and 
includes illustrations and ads. Himal has a circulation approaching 10.000 
(1350 in North America, 7500 throughout the Himalayas, and the balance in 
Japan and Western Europe). 

Our Study Circle has been offered a free 1/6 page ad in the next issue 
in exchange for sending each a member a subscription form (enclosed with 
this issue of the Postal Himal) - hopefully we can get some new members . 
If you are sending in a subscription form from outside the U.S. be sure to 
affix the proper postage . We have also been given the opportunity of sub
mi tting an article about the Study Circle for publication in Himal and it 
should appear in the next issue . 

o 0 Q 0 0 

The list for auction no. 66 will be sent separately (in about a week). 
The unsold lots for auctions 64 and 65 are as follows - please contact Colln 
Hepper if interested in purchasing any of them. 

/.IIl3:JLD LOTS FFl:M .4LCTIOJ 64 o(feled at 2 / 3 estimate : 
6.7,8,17. 18, 19 .20 , 21 , 22 ,23,24,25,26 , 28 , 29,32 , 33 , 36,40,41,42, 43, 47, 49, 50, 51, 
52,53,54 , 55 , 56.57 , 58,60,61 , 62,63 , 64,65,66,71,72,73 , 74,75,76,77,78,79,81,82, 
85.87 , 104 , 108 , 121 , 132 , 135. 137, 140 , 142,144,146, 147, 151 ,152,153 , 157, 163, 165, 
174 ,1 76.178,179 ,1 80 , 181,182,185 . 

Lf.SJLD WTS FFCM Ai.CTfOJ 65 offe l ed at 2 / 3 estimate ; 
1. 2 . 13. 14 , IS, 16,25. 26 , 27, 28 . 35 , 36 , 37 ,50, 52 , 56 , 57 , 58,59,60,62, 63, 69,70,71,74 
. 75.102, 104, 105 , 11 1, 112 , 113 ,114, liS , 116, 117, 124,125,126,127,129,130,134,139 
. 140 , 141 . 143 , 144 . 147.148 . 149 , 152 , 155 , 156 , 157, 158 , 161, 163,252 ,253,300,301. 
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TIBET AND THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION 

by Geoffrey Flack 

In 1924 Major F.M. Bailey, the British Political Officer responsible for 
Tibet, was approached by the Tibetans on the subject of Tibet joining the 
Universal Postal Union. 

Collectors 'of Tibetan stamps and postal histor y know that Tibet never 
joined the Universal Postal Union and that its stamps were valid only within 
its own b orde r s. (This was also true during the Chinese occupation of 1910-
12.) Foreign or international mail had to be carried by the British Indian 
post office which operated several post offi ces inside Tibet. Documents found 
in the British Library* reveal Tibet expressed interest in joining the U. P. U. 
in 1924 . Though they never actua lly joined the U. P. U.) this information 
adds an interesting 
chapter to the Postal 
History of Tibet. 

Between 1912 
and 1951 the Lamaist 
State of Tibet had 
enjoyed a defacto 
independence which 
it tried to preserve 
by isolating itself 
from the world. 
Behind its mountain 
fortress Tibet 
remained aloof from 
the twentieth 
centur y, believing 
any interaction with 
the outside world 
wou ld lead to 
domination and the 
destruction of their 
way of life. 

International Mail (both inbound and outbound) was forwarded through British~ 
Indian Post Offices within Tibel. 

Though the isolationists dominated Tibetan politics, there was a small, 
but significant group that wanted their country to enter the modern world. 
The Chinese Occupation of Tibet in 1910 led to the flight of the Daiai Lama 

• Indian Office Library and Records. Political & Secret Files Lll'&SIIII232, Fi le P 1638/1923 



and his Government t o India . This was significant in t hat a number of 
y oung nobIes came in contac t with the outside world. They were e xposed 
to new ideas a nd returne d to T ibet with plans to change and modernize 
their count r y. T he Tibe tan Posta l System, a t elegr aph line to Lhasa, 
several schools , a nd an a ttempt to modernize t he army were among t he 
changes whic h s tarte d to take place. 

In the early 1920s th e most important of these "reformers" was 
Tsarong Sha p e , t he most powerful lay p erson in Tibet a nd a confidant of 
the 13th Dalni Lama. It was Tsar ong Shape who led the drive to moderni7.A 
and bring abou t change in Tibet. 

In 1924, Major F.M. Bailey 
(the Britis h Political Officer at 
Gangtok and r esponsible for Tibet) 
visited Lhasa. While there he was 
appr oached by Tsarong Shape , at 
t hat time the Postmaster General of 
Tibpt, on the subject of Tibet 
joining the Postal Union. Bailey 
admitted he "knew litlle about slIch 
things" and that he would make 
enquIrIes. In his report 
(paragraph 6) he mentioned telling 
Tsarong that he thought Tibet 
would have to reach "a high standard 
oJ efficiency in fheir postal arrangements" 
to be accepted into the Union. 
Bailey wen t O~l to describe the 
T ibetan Pos tal System. "AI present 
their postal system is ve,y im~fficiellt. There 
are only six main pOSI offices M Lhasa. 
Shigatse, Gyanlse, Phari, Chamdo and 
Gyalllda~ blll in addition it ;s possible to 
post a teller at some oJthe illtermediate 
stages" (no Tibe ta n Post Office has 
been recorded for Chamdo and 
several other pos t offices, not 

Tsarong Shape,the l'oslmaslcrGencral of Tibcl 
(photo - Circa 1921) 

mentioned by Bailey, are known to have existed at this time). "In the post 
offices I have seen the postmaster who is Ilndelpaid is seldom present and the public 
inconvenient:ed so much that they do not send lellers. I took an opportunity to tell the 
Postmaster General abolllthis. He is an otdfNend oJmine who 1 knew in 1907. Post runners I 
met on the road between Gyantse and Lhasa were canying no lellers at a/l as none had been 
posted. The Nepalese officer lold me that he did not trust the Tibetan post and had 10Slletters 
in it. " 
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On Octobe r 31, 1924 Bailey sent a confidential le tter to the Secretary 
to the Governme nt of India (Foreign and Political Department, Oe hli) on the 
"possibililyandcondilions"of the entry of Tibet into the Postal Union. He 
r eques ted information on; 
"i) whether it will be necesswy /ofthe Tibetan P OS! Office 10 inslilllte money orders. 
insurance and other brunches a/post office work undertaken in other countries? 
2) whether it will be necesswy for them 10 replace their presellll'OlIghly printed stamps (which 
are easily copied).by beffer ones? 
3) whether it will be necess01Y /0 1' them 10 send a representative periodically to the postal 
Conference? 
4) Whal steps should be laken by them and 10 whom all application /() efller the Union shollld 
be addressed?" 

The Director General of Pos ts and Telegraphs prepared a memorandum 
dated 18th November 1924. In this memorandum h e answered Bailey 's 
ques tions and detailed the responsibilities and r equirements of joining the 
Union . He mentioned that it would be necessary for Tibet "to address the 
Government a/the Swiss Confederaliollthrollgh diplomatic channels" and he added that 
as Tibet did n ot have diplomatic relations with Switzerland, "she can address 
the Government o/the Swiss Confederation throught Ihe intermetiiwy a/fhe British 
Government". He mentioned that if Tibet joine d the union she would "be 
expected to guarantee transit across her ler,.itrmy of any mails/or China which may be offered 
by any other counlly a/the Union ". He said that Tibet would have to take 
measures to punish the fraudulent use of counterfeit postage or the use of 
u sed s tamps. The Direct or General of Posts a ls o said that Tibet would b e 
expected to contribute to the expe nses of the Union, but h e felt this would 
only a mount t o 250 Rupees a year . He felt that it would not be necessary 
for Tibet to join any of the othe r arrangements of the Union (Insurance , 
International Money Orders, etc.). He ended his memoran d um by stating 
that unless Tibe t decided to send it' s own representative to Switzerla nd 
11 • • • india will always be prepared to act in this capacity". 

On the 25th of Novembe r the Under Secretary of State me ntion ed the 
con cern over the s uggestion that the Britis h Government migh t approach 

-"the Postal Union on be ha lf of the Tibetans. He stated !! ... The suggestion is 
one which is open to obviolls objections bill which there does 1101 appear ... to be. ill existing 
circ/tm~tances. allY suitabie alternatives". 

On the 15th of December, 1924, J .P. Gibson ( ?) in commenting on the 
memorandum from the Post & Telegraph stated tbat "The memorandum does not 
appear 10 present any seriolls obstacle to Tibet's elIIIY into the Postal Union. Apparently the 
present inefficielIt stale a/her postal arrangements is not a bar, bill she will be required to 
remedy matters i/she should desire to conlinue her membership of this unioll ." He 
me ntioned that Paragraph 1 " .. .seems to present fIlOst d!fficlIlty. What diplomatic 



channels is she 10 employ in addressing the 5fwiss 
Confederation? She call hardly wrile direct 10 Hem. The 
use of the Chinese Foreign Office would seem the mosl 
natural course, bill it is one which we should strongly 
deprecate as making too obviollS a recognition of China s 
suzerainty and giving her an opening into intelference in 
TibewfI affairs. There seems 110 suitable alternafive 10 

that proposed itl memorandum." He pointed out 
that shou ld India r e present Tibetan interests 
at the Congresses of the Union that it would 
probably "arouse unfavourable commentji-omJoreign 
governments." He went on to say "/, seems 
desirable to in vile an official expression oJ Foreign Office 
opinimlfor 'he gUidance o/the Gov't. DJ India and a drafl 
is accordingly submitted. " 

The files con tain a Departmental Paper 
(dated 23 Feb . , Signed L & L [? ]) which 
s tated "TIle Govemmenf oJ Indian shollld 
unquestionably re/er fire malleI' 10 the Secre(QI ), o/ Slate, 
Jar discussion with the Foreign Office. before any 
communication is made fa the Tibetan Governmenl on 
lhe Subject. " This p a per p ointed out that there 
was "nothing necessarily inconsistent with China s 
arimilled position ill regard to Tibet in Ihe suggeslion Ihal 
Ihe lalter might independently join the Postal Union ". 
In supp ort the pape r pointe d ou t t hat India 
a nd the Dominions we r e ind epe nde ntly 
membe r s Oj t he Un ion. Despite the legalit y 
of Tibetan's posit ion the writer of this 
De partmenta l Paper believed "the matter would be 
sure 10 stir lip trouble, especially if Tibet appeared as a 
prolegioflhe IJritish GOV'l. " The question was 
complicated by Trade Regulations of 1908 

In 1974.lhe Tibelan Govcrnmcnt in Ex ile 
aUlhori7.cd a commemoral ive SCIIO honour 
Ihe I OOlh annivcr..ary oflhe Universal 
Postal Union. 

! 
I 

I 
! 

TIBET Il'i 6 

which contained a clause "reJel'ing 10 the making of L... _____________ .J 

arrangements by China for a postal service in Tibet. " This paper went on to say 
t hat "Probably the Gov', oIlndia are proposing to let the matier drop unless the Tibetan 5 raise 
it again ". This paper mentioned that "Major Bailey somelimes shows a disposition to 
/ollow an vbject indiscriminately .. wilholifIull regard to (he wider considerations". The 
paper e n de d with the note that It , • • In it's practical alpecls, the suggestion that Tibet 
shoHldjoi" the Postal Unioll does nol ill present conditions seem a vel)! promising one". 

The files a lso contain the draft of a telegr a m from the Secr etary of 
State to the Indian Foreign Office (dated February 26, 1905) which 
mentioned t he "delicate issues" raised by Tibetan interest in joining the Union. 
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It went on to say that "there is much 10 be sait/filr felling Queslion rest unfess 
Tibetans pursue if. Jfyou agree please instmct Bailey accordingly. " 

The last reference to this issue to be found in the files is a 
confidential letter from Major Ba iley to the Secretary to t he Government 
of India in t he Foreign a n d Political Department dated the 2nd of March 
1925. In this commu nique he stated, "/ will not raise /he question again unless 
pressed by the Tibetan Govemmenl in which case I will do my besllo discollrage the idea. " 

Hy t he late 1920s , t he more conservative forces, le d by t he 
powerful monasteries, again domina ted the T ibetan political scene. For 
a lmost 20 years the isolationists cont r olled the Tibetan Governme nt and 
Tibet remained a loof from t he world. It was only with the Communis t 
v i c tories in China in the late 1940s that Tibet s tarted to look for friends 
who might help her . It was a case of " too little, too late" . 

We can always speculate on what might have happe n ed if t he Britis h 
had assisted and encoura ged Tibetan entry i n to the Universal Pos tal 
Union. Would this have been the first of a series of International 
commitme nts? Could a less iso lated Tibe t have withstood the Communis t 
onslaught? It would be foolish to blame the demise of a n Independe nt 
Tibet on h e r n ot joining the U. P . U .• but her isolationist position was no 
doubt a contr ibuting factor in the demise of t he Lamaist State . 

N * * a * * * * * * 
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SEALS OF MALS (REVENUE OFFICES) - PART 11 

Krishna Raj -Bahandari 

Following are additional examples of seals to the ones which appeared 
in my article . "Seals of Mals (Revenue Offices)", which appeared in Postal 
Himal no . 73 (page 18). The Mal offices sold stamps and stationery and sup
plied post offices with salari es . al lowances and other sundry requirements . 

', .. . 
~: 

~ 

\ 

I ~ 

OOLKHA JUMLA 

PlUTHAN POKHARA 

SINOHU PALCHOK SYANGJA 

a a u a ~ * u * a * 
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Tibet Registration Label Variety 

by Alan Warren 

This commercial registered cover was sent fro m the Gorkha office in Gyantse to 
Katmandu on July 25, 1922} with a Nepal arriva l of August 3. It bears three India King 
George Vane Anna stamps which would indicate that, according to Waterfa ll , it is 1/2 Anna 
overpaid . The registration label is the typical blue ink with sans-serif numerals, Waterfall 
Type BR.2. The Gyantse-Tibet black imprin t on the label is Type GD. However, the imprint 
is upside down. 

Has anyone else seen such labels with tIl e town name inverted, and how common is 
such a variety? I would appreciate heari ng from anyone with information (AJan Warren, 
P.O. Box 17124, Philadelphia PA 19105). 

* * * * * * H * * * 
HEADLINE : Nepal to set up one-man post office in all vi l lages. 
SOURCE : Xinhua Dateline : Kathmandu, Augus t 6 . ITEM NO: 0806094 
BODY : The Nepali [sic] government is establishing one- man post offices in 
all of the country I S villages in accordance \iJith the a nnounced program to 
provide simple and cheap communication services by means of general mail ser
vices . A circular on the decision of the government has already been sent 
to all the district post offices and the necessary preparations are underway, 
according to Ramchandra Upadhuaua , director general of the mail services de
partment. In some villages, one man post offices have already started fun
ctioning, the official said, adding that the monsoon has delayed the operation 
of the post offices owing to the difficuties in transporting mail items to 
the remote parts. The program envisages [that] a total of 3 ,99S one-man post 
offices would be set up in rural areas altogether. Nepal how has 2 , 479 post 
offices including 5 general post offices . 70 district post offices, 497 area 
post offices. 1,673 additional post offices and 234 village post offices , 
said a new economic survey of fiscal year 1993-94 issued recently by the 
finance ministry. 

Reported by Sidhartha Tuladhar. 

* * * * * * * * 11 D 



Further Notes on the British-Indian Post Office in Nepal Part 3 

wolfgang c. Hellrigl 

In this third supplement to Nepal Postal History, I am pleased to 
record several discoveries that have been brought to my attention. 
I should like to thank Leo Martyn, Lawrence Scott, Surendra Lal 
Shrestha, Prof . Dr. Armand E. Singer, C. Tulsiyan and Brig. Diljit 
S . virk for sharing their findings with us. 

1. Revised Periods of Use 

The periods of use of the fol lowing types of postal markings a nd 
labels should be corrected as follows (the newly recorded dates are 
underlined) : 

British Residency P.O.: 

Datestamps (page 93): 
TYPE B23 (black) 

Delivery Datestamps 
TYPE B35 

8.9 . 1870 -

(page 103): 
19.9.1905 -

1.8.1873 

12.9.1911 
[correcting a date recorded in Postal HimaI No. 72, p. 56] 

Postage-Due Handstamps 
TYPE B61 

(page 118): 
31.7.1907 -

Indian Embassy P.O. (page 144): 

12.8.1937 

TYPE B115 22.10.1949 - 11.1 2 .1958 

Postal Labels: 

Registration Label s 
TYPE 6 
TYPE 15 
TYPE 19 

(page 151): 
21. 10.1943 -

8.9.19 53 -
24.7 .1960 -

[cf. Postal HimaI Nos . 69 & 70, p. 

Airmail Labels (page 
TYPE 1 

167): 
24.7.1931 -

28.1.1944 
27.7 .1 954 
13.6.1961 

6] 

9.2.1950 

2. New Types of Postal Markings and Labels 

This time, an interesting discovery was made by S .L . Shrestha . He 
found a British Legation V.-p. label of Type 3, printed in green 
instead of red. 
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Value-Payable Labels (pp. 161-162): 

TYPE label printed recorded usage Rarity Points 

3a gt:~en 1.7.1948 RRR 1 50 

3 . Further Comments 

Early Inward Mail (Page 72): 
Inward covers of the pre-stamp period have been reported from two 
further Indian Post Offices: ALMORAH [Bearing] and GAYA [Paid. J 

These are extremely rare. 

Datestamps Used as cancellations (Page 91): 
Brig. D.S. Virk, the doyen of India's postal historians, has sent me 
further comments, which are gratefully acknowledged. He claims that 
the regulation that required postcards and embossed envelopes to be 
defaced with circular dates tamps instead of obliterators, was " i n
troduced in 1881" and "remained in force till at least 1939, though 
it was widely ignored.1! I have still not seen the text of this most 
interesting ruling. 
Dur ing the 20th century, both cancellations and dates tamps were in
discriminately used to cancel postal stationery, and the regulation 
completely lost the importance it undoubtedly had during the 1880s. 

Datestamps (Page 98): 
Fig. 37 shows a cover bearing a strike of the datestamp, Type 827, 
without year digits. This was originally believed to be a unique 
marking. Now a second strike of the same variety, dated 29th July 
[1895], has been reported. 

Postaae-Due Handstamps (Page 121): 
Brig . virk correctly points out that the octagonal "Type B62 is not 
the Postmaster's Unpaid Stamp." Instead, the standard Postmaster' s 
Unpaid stamp was a s mall oval dates tamp bearing the name of the P.O. 
4nd the word UNPAID. The oval marking, which, so far, has not been 
recorded for Nepal, was later superseded by the octagonal UNPAID 
datestamp. 

IITII Handstamp (Page 121 ): 
Brig. Virk also maintains that IIType B63 is not a n Indian stamp but 
the stamp of some foreign exchange office en route for destination. " 
On the other hand, the "T" was applied to a cover that originated 
from Nepal: according to U.P.U. regulations, this marking had to be 
applied by the dispatching P.D. Under these circumstances, I feel 
that further evidence would be required before condemning this un
doubtedly rare marking. 



The Triangular Datestamp (Page 123): 
A third strike has been found on a cover addressed tQ Nepal. The 
three covers in question were not marked with a n y rectangular 
sorting datestamps or UNPAID/SORTING handstamps. 

Airmail (Pages 127 & 167): 
In India Post, Vol. 28 (1994), p . 34, Ajeet Singhee illustrates the 
earliest known airmail cover from Nepal, dated 24th July, 1931. It 
bears an Airmail Label, Type 1. 

Insured Labels (Page 166): 
Brig . Virk claims that the two Insured Labels are not of Indian 
origin. He may well be right, but the fact remains that both Types 
have been found on mail sent from the Indian P . O. in Kathmandu. 

* a * * * * * * * « 

GURKHAS IN BELIZE 
Gale Raymond 

The cover below was recently found in a dealer I S junk-box, for pennies . 
During this per iod . mail was collected from four or five Gurkha encampments 
just inside the Beli ze southern border with Guatemala , by a landrover or mili 
tary jeep . Ultimately it was bagged and flown out by helicopter to the British 
Forces Base 12 at Ladyv ille , near the airport. Presumabl y the mail was can
celed somewhere on the track, with an FPO 293 datestamp, as it varies sl i ghtly 
in dimensions from another such datestamp held at the Army Camp FPO . The 
Belize Philatelic Study Circle records FPO 939 and an FPO 293 as Mobile FPOs. 

QGE 
Mike Knott 
1 5 ]·\anzb riCire ':toa:' 
TOT:! ~;s 
Devon !~ n £Ia.r.:l. 
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RECENT FORGERIES OF THE BRITISH AND CHINESE OFFICES IN TIBET 

George Bourke 

FRONTIER COMMISSION 

By comparison with the forgeries of Tibet ' s native issues, 
forgeries of the British Offices are quite uncommon. Recently two 
new forgeries have been seen, one is potentially dangerous. They 
both appeared in 1993 and are here recorded for the first time. 

The first is a forgery of the KHAMPA JONG TIBET cancel Type 
Bl, No. 6. This cancel W<;IS used exclusively during the Frontier 
Commi ssion period . I have only seen one example of this forgery. It 
was canceling a genuine Indian stamp (Scott No . 53), albeit one 
that is not known used in Tibet. The source for this forgery wa s 
the illUstratio n in Haverbeck' s1 " The Postage Stamps and Postal 
History of Tibet." 

Comparing the forgery with Haverbeck's illustration, it will 
be noted that both are extremely sharp and clear. This is quite 
Unlike most genuin.e impressions. The forgery does not have the 
appearance of a hands truck cancel but more closely resembles a 
photocopy . 

All of the forgeries discussed in this article appear to have 
been created using modern photo reproduct ive technology. Each 
example exactly reproduces the other . This is unlike individual 
cancelers and dies, which produce individual inking 
characteristics. 

YOUNGHUSBAND EXPEDITION 

The next fo rgery is of the Lhasa Ty pe Bl, No. 37 cancel, the 
most common of the cancels from the Younghusband Expedition. I have 
seen only two examples of this forgery: one on a piece with a 
single cancel, and the other a nearly complete cover front, wi th 
two full and one partial strike. Both the cover front and piece 
appeared to be genuinely of the period and were thus very 
convincing . 

The forgeries bore 
corresponds to any of 
Haverbeck or Waterfall, 
fo rger y back to a source 

the date 22 SE 04. This is not a date that 
the illustrations in Newman, Russell, 

so it has not been possible to trace thi s 
in any of these works. 

The stamps used were genuine Indian stamps (Scott No. 55) . 
These are often found genuinely used from this period with the 
Lhasa Type Bl cancellation. The cancels on the other hand, each had 
breaks in the letters, numbers and along the outer ring. These 
breakS, caused from incomplete inki ng ( on the genuine model this 
forgery was taken from), and forming the individual characteristics 
of the ca nce l, were in the same place on each of the strikes. While 
b r eaks are a common enough occurrence due to the vagaries of hand 
inking, to have each strike showing the same minute breaks is 
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certainly suspic i ous . 

Thankfully I had more than o n e example of th i s f o rgery to use 
for compari son. Had this not been the case, it wou ld have been very 
difficUlt to determine if this was g enuine or a fo rgery. 

CHINESE OFFICES 

The next group of forgeries appea red in the early 1990 ' sand 
a re here r eco rded for the first time. They comprise two distinct 
groups , forged overprints and fo r ged cancels. 

FORGED OVERPR I NTS 

These a re invariably found on genuine stamps. The fo ur values 
that I have seen were Scott No . ' s 1, 5, 7 and 8. Two of the stamps 
showed clear evidence of prio r postal use, as they had genuine 
Ch ines e cancels underneath the overprint s. The others had traces of 
ink from a canceling devise but it was not possible to make out the 
cancels . 

The overprints are quite good, excep t for a slight difference 
in s i ze. On the forgeries the overprint is wider than on a gen u ine 
example . It may be that Haverbeck was used as a source for this 
latest set of forged overprints. It should be noted that 
Haverbeck ' s illustrations are slightly enla rged, making the 
over pr in t wi der than it would other .... ise be (a t normal scale). His 
figure 12, shows a photograph of seven China Offices stamps with 
the backg round almos t completely (phot~graphicall:.Y) removed, thus 
isolat i n g the overprints from their background s . 2 Of the forge r ies, 
each i s to be found among these seven stamps. A coincidence to be 
sure b ut a strong one. It seem likely that this set of forgeries 
was created using this photograph and that the differences in the 
overprints size can be attributed to this source. 

Ce r tainly the best way to differentiate this forge r y from the 
genuine is by measurement. It should be pointed out that many 
authors choose either to enlarge or decrease the size of their 
photos, in relation to the object being photographed . Thus it is 
necessary to use genuine stamps for comparison and not rely on 
pho tographs, unless they are known to be in accurate scale . 

FORGED CANCELLATIONS 

This next group consists of forg ed cance l s on genuine 
unoverprinted Chinese stamps of the 2nd and 3 r d Imperial issue 
l89B-1910. Not all of these stamps are known used in Tibet , ::} n d a 
fami l iarity with those that were is a must. 

The ca ncels encountered were : Lhasa Type Cl a n d 2 , Gyantse, 
Phagri, Yatung Ty pe C2 and Yatung Type C3 . Some of these stamps 
s howed signs of previous use a nd bore genui ne Chinese cancels under 
the forgery .... hile others did not. 
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The Lhasa and Phagri Type C2 cancels have been reproduced from 
illustrations in "The Postage Stamps and Postal History of Tibet", 
by H.D.S. Haverbeck. I have been unable to find a source for the 
other cancels. Each of these seems to be a product of 
modern photo reproduct i ve technology and not the resul t of 
individual hand struck cancelers. When more than one example of the 
same cancel is examined, each shows the same individual 
characteristics , over inking in one area and under inking in 
another, unlike genuine cancellations which show variations caused 
by differences in hand pressure and inking. 

They all appear to have been reproduced using genuine examples 
(or illustrations of genuine material), and are thus very 
dangerous. When found on the correct stamp (one known to have been 
genuinely used in Tibet), they can be most difficult and could fool 
even the most advanced collector. 

I have seen one example of the forged Lhasa Type C2 cancel 
tying a genuine China Offices stamp (Scot t No. 1) to a piece. It is 
possible that these forged cancels may show up on genuine China 
Offices stamps, on genuine Chinese stamps or on stamps with forged 
overprints. Any of these possibilities are likely, and the 
collector must be alert to such eventualities. 

As genuine 
the Yatung Type 
to be taken in 
philatelically 

Notes: 

examples of these cancels (wi th 
C3) are rare and expensive, the 
the purchase of such material. 

Tibetan, a skeptical attitude is 

the except ion of 
utmost care needs 

Like all things 
the best defense. 

( 1 ) 
Tibet " , 
6, fig. 

H.D.S. Haverbeck, "The Postage 
The Collectors Club; New York! 
1, ILL. VI. 2nd Edition, 1958, 

Stamps and Postal Hi sto ry 
1st Edition, Sept. 1952, 
p. 7, fig. I, ILL. VI. 

of 
p. 

(2) H.D.S. Haverbeck, "The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 
Tibet", The COllectors Club; New York: 1st Edition, Sept. 195 2 , 
p. 20, fi~9. 2nd Editio~958, p. 22, fig. 12. 

--

KHAMPA JONG FORGERY LHASA TYPE Bl FORGERY 
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,t!)'~ ~:r; , 
;;'-W'fl:' :" 

Threa i'i!s 

~:c:QC,I , 
L' '31 \ Ann;l~ ' : 

-
fORGED CHINA OFFIC ES OVERPRINT S 

FORGED CHINA OFFICES CANCELS ON GE NUIN E CHINESE STAMPS 

FORGED LHASA TYPE C2 ON A GENUINE STAMP AND OVERPRINT 

a * " " a a a a a a 

rm SAlE: TJ8(HH STAl'PS APO POSTAL HISTCflY. I currently have a larQe stock 
of ~ill1ly lllaterial frOll'l all periocls . I would be Ql a~ t o send you a selec
lion lall"nd to your specHic needs. want list s invited. I illso have iI 

list of aut-of-print books and ilrUcles on Tibetan phi l ately for toohich I 
can prov ide photocopies. This ",ill be sent t o anyone reque !. tinQ it. Georgl! 
Bourke, P.O • . eo .. 1171. , Jackson. Pli., 1.9101, U.S . A. 
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AUCTION ACTION 

Leo Martyn 

The following four lots were offered by Chrisite's in their 1993, Dec. 
14-15 auction. Lot 2Li11 realized 11 380 (including the buyer 's premium), the 
others did not sell. Regarding lot 2411 the note that this sheet is none 
of the most important items of Nepalese philately rr is Christie ' s opinion, 
not Hellrigl /Vignolars. 

Nepal 

IIN.PH', 2:1. yiule r unuseLl (purplc ringd WI)' dc:.r 'l11prCS~ illll . rhl: r['m"u~ [.nd p,,,",,"ly uniquc shecr nf ~1)lly·f"lI r Imm S"l!in~ M 
~h"wlO~ l1 ... erte,1 d id".'_ 1211 l,n.l (hili . Sum,· lij!hl uvera" fmUl~ . ''''vc rr hde~s onc of Ih" 1111 1S1 import ;.n! 'Ienl~ ,.f Nl·pa!cl'l.' 
ph,laldy. Seo: Ildhi!!IIV'j!m,ll\ l'l'I!,·1.~J OrKI.tlIMI 

UI2 cm 1<111';111 New rr;III,,'g~ ,In native p~pcl . hlurrcd imprcssinns, nil accumulation with l11any larr!." hI(lck~ wirh Idegr;'phic c:\ncc ll .. l i""s. 
CUUlprising '1,a . !>l;lck Il!'it~1 arrrux . ) wilh ahuuI 511 ri!re · hCchc pllilS. 2ll . hmwn ~hadc.~ l21 k1 ;'rrrn~ . ) wil h 11h1",1 StIIl're· hr'·chc 
[':li . ~ [mol IIJ2l'1 .. " h:lWfl 1:1 . (I·U~I : 'Pt""~ · 1 e,u. (/IIkx\·, [f'ljxl-71MI 

1<122·24 '1:>;1. Sct1injt Ill. 1'125';!h Srenml SI:,tr: 'h a. Selli,,!! 1 Z and 111211 • .\11 lfo ll . Se"in~ 14 - Ihlco: l'ulllplcle shc"I' ,,[ l1ity·"x ,I",will!! 
"l,ri"U~ In~crlO:IJ dir:hc ~. ,111' lir.'t lW" Ick!,:r:ophicl,lIy cl'nceU"d (M"IIC ~ Iainin!,:). rhe 1<I~r unu~ed . f II KI. 12U 

l112l'1-.'\lll{nJrawn 1 l •. . l, .\ luuy illusrr<lling rhe '!luny ~ilfi:\ li()rl~or ~hll\k lInll l'lIl'er. im:lullinj: ,h,ce cnmplclc ~hccls (une urluwd ,lnd IWU 
Iclq;raj1hically can~dkd . onc in ~n illml)SI hlaclo;. shade). (2211) f ' ''0_1 MII 

o 0 0 0 0 

In Christie 's auction of March 9. six lots of British-Indian/Nepal 
material was offered. Realizations (not including Buyer I s premium): Lot 
21<84 - i 260 . 21<85 - f95. 21<86 - t. 130 . Lots 21<87 and 2488 did not sell (not 
sure about 2489) a s their valuations were raised to ~160 and ~280 respectively. 

Ntp~1 

IKM (c. 1 t8I IlOm KalhmamJu IU Pl"na . b.:a'in~ India lKS6 'I'!a. pale blue (manUSCllp' ",'i/m '" llnU vcr';e"lIr h,)ect.:u prim 10 all,.>;ing.lu 
181 J. cancd .. :LI "137" . re"erse showing parllal ··f'j t,"AUt10.~.o." c .d . ~ . ' .... ,th \,l\'etl.:d d",.: I. A ch:rrming lmu [)I'III,· ~x"'o:r I kiln!:' 
CCll ificatc{I\.I\III) . Phot!> (1:'t1.2tk ' 

IK7U (F':!I.) slanrplus inulIluntl l8l IlUm Tilh"ut (13.2 dC~Pll , ch c d . ~. wilh m:lI1u~ripl .. f u" du-, 111[1110;. ah ... ~c) , ~ho""' in~ [,hlll!;>".!.: a 
YC I)' r,ne ' IIIkc oflhe rare In~nglll3 r " ""'; PAU' .. ~",~a l d . ~. (1 7.2). Fine 11 ~ lIrigl ('crl iric~'" 11,)X4) . r hotCl (1:!t1. 15t1 

11171 [0.:1.) ,llJlI1plr:"" iocOlmng C8:1 to v'" Tilhool (rnanuscrrpl ·· /u." due mark :rh"~':). ~huwmg a "cr), linc lolrikc ul Ihe hl.ld -'\'< I ,·,.1 , .. 
c.d.s. (1lcllrrgllypc 8 2]). Fine <lnd,'QmplcIe wilh vrigllll" cnr:!U$l,Ire . Ph,U,) (ilkI-! ~I 

1117.1 (X April) ~ I;rmrk~, Illcnminj: C8:1 ( periph~ lal ";rul1 ~ ~ntl .'''III.:,,,h:01 ~ ""Il l'lr: tl ) fl"lII I kll;ore~ \la H:rnl.ll"'l" 1'1 ~ I .IIlII I ,d, ,,,,, 
(III. ~ ). ~hnwln!; "HI I'AI " "l'llIy,,1 c.d .s. (Iho: " , t". , ~ hmkcn) llhH1gSlIic. \'11111,1 U;O. lrNt 

I KM.I (21 NIIY. ) ~I ;'nrrlcss ~ III " "'/IIn:n Num JUllg Slwlt " and ""mu h"'.~ Sir/m uf J",urk'II"' ll>an, ~ h.:rJ IU Bcnarn ,1IIL1 )llIlwrng 2 ~ . 11 
:o n iYal c.(b.l. W'lh "NI,,,,,,," c.tb. ~ Iungsidc logclh~rwllh Ir :ll11crl··~ I N. ' 1""" h .~ . ... 1I in blllck. ,\ fc ... · wtrrm hu\c~ . Ih"ugh ,If 
"Iusrl y line ~ppcanlnc.: . Ilcllrigl Ccrlificlue (IIJII~ J I'holll [StI.lll(l 

I StJ2 (J JUIIC] 181 Irtlm El1glalld 10 Ih.: "','ieJlim Cm"I/llmd;IIg Gfllnu/. ('/wm/ro .\/,,,,,, SII/" l(lll~. Km/,,,,,,,,,/,, ". hCHin!, (i U Id hlllc 
,!lId Juhilc .. 2'l.'d . pt,ir . I .. v~ rsc shuwing Iransit c.LI.s. tllgr:!hcr WIth Ihllllhl l' 1)'110: "1'1 ' PAl" :11" ":01 ~ . d,~ . displayin; Ihc cm" "I 
!cllering . A l"I"crur muo:h a[,I'I::,I . I'huh.) (\t~t. 1 1\1 

o 0 0 0 0 

Cavendish offered four Chinese/Tibet lots in their 
Aprll 22-23 auction. inclUding an inverted surcharge on 
the 3p/1~ which realized 11600 ; lot 515 realized ~220 
(neither lot includes the buyer ' s premium). 

~Il 1911 Jp on le browni,h oranl' variny ~URCHARCI:: J NV~K.TEl>. Pint mounltd mini. SG , h Cal . £1000. 
COLOUR I"110TO FRONT COVfk. [!too 

JIJ "" mini u l((l ion ... ith Jp (~), '/I- (4), h (J), lA (J) , l'/t . 01, J. (1), 41 (4), h (J ), 113 (1), Jr to!. 2" MOllly fint. se. Cl 
· Cll.CII. rUO+ . lH). uso 

S, 4 11111 l p 10 2r u~,d, lome f."!,, !'oUI SCHtC. sc. Cl 10 Cl I. CII. U 7!t. (11) £1 ~o 
Sl~ 1911)a "" 1/)( O!iVf ' llfU,." _ mHlli"'lll'~ir ont ..,j,1t "iMlnfd S" "' If'fl~ , lonl( ,nirlor Ihl ... "il1k, Yfry !.hn. PHOTO U~ 

00000 
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Michael Rogers ' auction #29 (July 2-3) offered 5 lots of Nepal and 47 
lots of Tibetan material ; highlights (prices do not include buyer ' s premium) : 

NEPAL 

1881 . complete set, pin- perf , full original gum - $250. 
1881, complete set , imperforate - $125 . 
1889 4a , min t block of 4 including position 54 inverted (H/V 13. 

130) - $190 . 
1942 Nepa l / Tibet (registered) censored ( IIDpen f) cover (shortened 

at one end) - $240. 

TI BET 

Complete unused set of the 1950 Telegraph stamps - $190. 
Cover bearing 1933 ., t block of 4 and 2/3 t irregular block of 

3 , both cance l led Gyantse with transit or receiving postmark of ~higatse 
(unusual to find transit or receiving ma rks on covers bearing t..he 1933 i~5ue) 
- $450 . 

A 1954 (July 12) dated registered 5 t r ate cover be ing a 4 t 
plus a quadrisect 4 t - $900 . 

o 0 000 

George Alevizos in his auction of July 7 offered 7 lots of Bhutanese 
essays , prin t e r' s presentation s heets and proofs ; 12 lots of Nepalese stamps 
and covers ; 50 l o t s of Tibetan items including some rare and exciting Chinese 
Office and Tibet Frontie r Commission postal history (pr i ces do not include 
the buyer ' s premium) . 

TI BET 

191 2 Walerlow 1/6 t , engraved essay in YELLOW (rare color) - $2300 . 
1914 B t , vermilion , complete sheet. rare First printing (Waterfall 

records 3 complete sheets) - $1 0 ,000 . 
1910 (ca . ) cover to Gyantse franked with 2 Ch i na 3a: tied by rare 

t rilingual Lhasa Tibet Cl pos t mark - $5750 . (ecv $3500-$4000) . 
1910 (ca) cover to Lhasa bear ing China 1a: & 2a: tied by the rare 

tri lingual Shigatze type C2 cancel - $2750 . (ecv $800- $1000) . 
191 0 (ca) China 1(t postal card cancelled by two rare trilingual 

Shiga tze type C2 postmarks with two Gyantse type C2 postmarks alongside , file 
fold and light even staining - $3750 . (ecv $1250-$1500) . 

1911 (Mar . 11 ) mixed issue cover to Lhasa franked with unoverprin
ted China la: (pair) and Offices i n Tibet ~a/21Z tied by Gyantse Tibet type 
C3 - $4000 . ($4000- $6000) . 

191 1 (Sep t . 13) registered (type CR2 handstamp) cover addressed 
to the Director General of Posts Peking , franked with China Offices ,a/2a: . 
3a/16e & 4a/20a: tied by Lhasa Tibet type CA postmar k . with manusc r ipt "Via 
Chengtu" and backs tamps of Batang , Tatsienlu & Pek i ng illustrating the rare 
Overland Route - $5500 . to a telephone bidder (ecv $4000- $5000) . 

1911 (Apt. 8) cover franked with Chinese Office 3a/16e & A2/20a. , 
tied by Chabdo Tibet type C3 postmark - $10 , 000 to the floor (ecv $4000- $5000) . 

191'/ (May) red stripe cover bearinQ Chinese Office 3a/16e tied 
by the rare trilingual Yalung type C2 postmark with a Pharijong F .P . D. No . B1 
type 61 cds - $4000 . to t he floor (ecv $2500- $3000) . 

1936 view ca rd (showing Nanga Parabat) to Munich , franked wi th 
Indian stamps tied by Gangtok cds , with dateline "German Himalayan Expedition 
1936 , Camp Ill" - $550 (ecv $250-$300) . 

1939 (June) view card (unidentified snow- covered mountain peak) 
to Germany , franked with Indi an stamps tied by Gangtok cds , with hands-tamped 
return of "MuniCh Sikkim - Himalaya Expedition 1939 , care of Postmaste r , 
Gangtok, Base Camp Green Lake 4660m" , $400 (ecv $250-$300) . 

o 000 0 
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Michael Rogers ' auction of Nov . 19 offers 32 lots of Nepal material, 
one of which is an "original " collection of mountaineering items , includi ng 
related a r ticles and notes . The Tibet section consis t s of 11 lots of stamps 
and 61 lots of cover s - most of which are s ingle covers . Illcluded i n the 
China section (870 lots ! ) are Of fices In Tibet covers . A free catalogue can 
be ob t a i ned by wr i ting Mi chael Roger s (199 E. Welbourne Avenue , Su i te 3 , Winte r 
Park . Flor ida 32789- 4324) and identifying yourself as a member of the Nepal 
and Ti be t Ph ila t e lic St udy Circ l e . 

George Alev i zos ' Mail Sal e H 36 (Nov . 15) offers 45 l ots of Bhutan. 
inc l uding i mpe r f s , proofs and essays ; 25 lots of Nepal , i nc luding pr e - stamp 
and classi c covers , and mi nt cl assic and Pashupati s t amps ; 15 l ots of Tibet. 
includi ng complete mint sheets of some va lues of the 1933 i ssue and covers 
(includi ng several inward) . Hi s addres s i s - 2800 28th Street, Suite 323 . 
Santa Monica . CA 90405-2995 . 

* * * ~ * * * * * * 

NEW MEMBERS: Areas of inter es t : [B ]~Bhutan, [N ]=Nepal, [T]=Tibet 

Dr. 
Mr. 

K.P. Boatright , P. D. Box 43576, 
J . R. Brewer, "Brock Hill", 
TN3 oLJ, Great Britain , [T] . 

Tucson , 
Barden 

AZ B5733, U.S . A. 
Road. Tumbridge 

IT I. 
Wells . Kent 

Dr. Aeneas Constantine , 1'1.0 . , 307 
U.S.A •• IT]. 

State Stree t . Harrisville , I'll 48740, 

Mr . Wallace A. Craig , FRPSL , P. D. Box 3391, Ful l er ton . CA 92634 . 
Or. oavid K. Meriney, 1'1.0 .• 4 Ouryea Rd • • Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 . 

U. S.A .• IT]. 
Mr. C01in Narbeth . 6 Hall Place Gardens, St . Albans . Herts ALl 3SP, Great 

Britain , [n . 
Ms. linda K. Newman , 777 W. 5th St ., #2. Reno . NV 89503, U.S.A . [T] . 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

Mr. 
,/ Mr. 

Mr . 
Mr. 
Mr . 
Mr. 

Mr . 

Mr . 
Mr . 

Tom Kassel , P. D. Box 37677 , Mi1waukee , WI 53237-0677, U.S.A. 
Rudolf Kerner. Am Hang 35, 0-69231 Malschenber g , Germany . 
Robert E. Lamb, P. O. Box B06B, State College, PA 16803, U. S.A. 
8rian Kuehl, 106 ~l enview Drive , Lawr ence, KS 66049-1B1B , U.S.A. 
leonard A. Nadybal , HQ 17th ASG Box 3226, A. P.O . AP 96338 , U. S. A. 

Nakagawa Susumu , Nawada-minami , 8945 Ajisu -cho, Yoshiki-gun, 
Yamaguchi-Pref ., 754-12 Japan . 

Sidhartha M. Tuladhar, P. O. Box 2057 , 11 / 395 Tanlachhi Ta le , 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 

C. L. Tuls lyan, P. D. Box 23B5 . Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Kuan-Yi Vu , 511 w. 113th Street , Apt . 32C . New York, NY 10025 , U.S. A. 

\'!£CEASED: 

Mr . George S. okell, Florida , U.S. A. 
~ « ft a n 11 a a « H 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: FOR MEMBERS ONLY 

One Irnler tlO"i . por line ".00 f our Insert ions . per line U.se 
To calcll late the I"I.IIt>er o r line, y~r adllerthemant ",111 reClUire , count 14 letters. f"UT.:Jnl" 
pUl'Ctllatlon IMrl., end blink spaces bfJtwoen ...,rds. Ads ",111 tie placed unde r app roprhte head1"'l' 
wlthollt ehar9l! ror tile heading', or s l"t'ly s!!Od yOllT co.K1 ad. a~i"9 t!1e editor to place il IS>(Jllr 
In appropriate hllBdi"9 (at no extra cost). Mter recalpt. the ad "'Ill :awear In the ""xt ~ 

~. 

~AH1lD: CLASSIC AND PASHlPATI COVERS FROM Nepa l. I wi ll purcl"lase and or 
trade better st~s and covers. Also wanted , bette r or unusual Nepa lese 
covets rrom the 1950 15 and 1960 · s. Leo Martyn. P. D. Box 119263 , Los Anoeles , 
CA , 90049-0263, USA. 

NEPAL : ExtensivB Price Lht free for the a sking. 
~, Los Angele s . CA 90049·0263. U.S.A. 

Leo Martvn, P.D. BOI( 


