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Our Secretary . Colin Hepper . has closed the St udy Circle ' s Giro account 
for European members as Giro aCCOunts are not allowed wi th non UK addresses 
(Colin now li ves in Spain) . 

o 0 000 

The fp.::ltllr"e art i cle in this issue deals wi.th the postal history of 
Sikkim - an area which is part of the Himalayan scene and very closely tied . 
geographically and potitically. to our areas of interest. 

o 0 0 0 0 

The Nepal &: Tibet Philatelic Study Circle will be the host soc i ety at 
Sescal (Los Angeles) in 1998 (Oct. 2- 4) . We will be allotted a minimum of 
100 frames for exhibits . a society table . and a meeting room . Hopefull y 
some members will form new exhibits - Sescal is a major national show . 

o 0 000 

The 13th General Meeting of the Nepal Philatelic Society (Kathmandu) 
took place on Aug. 26 . 1995 . A new executive committee was elected. including 
~r . Chandr a Kumar Sthapit - President. Mr . Bishnu Lal Shrestha - Vice-Presi
dent. Mr. Ramesh Kumar Shrestha - Secretary. and Mr. Shree Prashad Regmi 

Treasurer . Membership information is available from the secretary . 
whose mailing address i s : Gha 2-671 Naxal . Kathmandu . Nepal. 

o 0 000 

In the Nov . 28 (1995) issue of Rising Nepal, t he following story appeared 
(quoted from !tNews From Nepal~ H- 6) : "Fas ter Than a Speeding Turtle. The 
Dang ~istrict Development Cormlittee , hurrying to get a copy of i!-c;, annual 
progress report to the press office in Tulsipur . 211 kilometers away . spent 
an extra fifteen rupees to send lt express delivery . It arrived at its des ti
nation 47 days l ater , having rooved at an average speed of about a kilometer 
a day . " 

o 0 000 

The last study circle auction was very success full with sales t otaling 
more than $14 , 000 . Some members complained regarding the format change of 
indicating a starting price instead of an estimated price . For reasons of 
bookkeeping. Roger Skinner and I felt that using a starting price was more 
efficient and yet didn't affect the final price of the lot . For example. 
in the past I would run lot X with an estimate of $120 (reserved/starting 
price of 2/3rds :- $80) . but using the new format In!-. X ,lIQuId be listed with 
a starting price (reserve) of $80 and an estimate of $120. Now . bidders 
do not have to figure 2/3rds (which . in most cases, does not reduce precisely) 
of the estimate to determine the minimum bid . Thi s also eliminates one 
procedure for bidders converting dollars into other currencies . 

Many lots will have starting prices equal to estimates. Lots having 
higher (sometimes much higher) estimates reflect the consignor ' s views that 
he/she is willing to accept a certain amount but Feels they are worth mo re 
and bidders should consider offers higher than the starting prices . Also . 
if a member consigns a lot indicating a price far below the "market value" . 
I would indicate an estimate based upon 25+ years of collecting and studying 
the materi a l. thus giving bidders a more accurate (I hope) basis for bidding. 

* * * a H * a a a a 
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The Pos tal Markings o f T i bet - Corrections and a ddit ion s ( Par t 1 ) 

by Wolfgang C . Hellrigl 

This new publication of mine con t ins t wo unfortunate errors that 
occured during the process of scal! ning the illustrations into the 
manuscript:. 

Firstly, on page 11, the illustra t ion shown as Type 839 is 
actually a repetition of Type 838. The correct illustration of 
Type 839 is shown below: 

839 
PHARIJONG F .P. D. No. 81 

The second scann i ng error occured on the map on page 29: the 
Tibetan inscription below Phari erroneously reads vatung and the 
Tibetan inscription below Yatung reads Phari. 

I received numerous comments o n this new book, from Tibet 
collectors. par ticularly useful were the reports of unrecorded 
markings (by Derek Bates and Colin Narbeth) and of several new 
dates of use (by Derek Bates, George Alevizos and our new member, 
Fortune Wang) . These new finds are listed below, in the hope that 
other collectors might report other unrecorded types and dates . 

1) Ne w Types: 

Early Registration Handstamps (p. 38): 

While leafing through an older auction catalogue (a frequent 
goldmine for delightful items one has failed to bi,d on), I 
found the illustration of a cover bearing a possibly unique 
registration handstamp of Nangartse. The cover is franked with 
stamps of the 1 933 issue and can approx imately be allocated to 
the 1940s: 

Postal Himal 

TBl 
NANGARTSE 
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2) 

As was to be expected, most of the new information regarded the 

period of the Chinese People's Republic, 1953-1959. The 

discovery of four new types is most promising and it is hoped 

that further unrec orded markings may turn up: 

Bilingual Datestamps - Large Dotted Circle (p . 47) 

./ji/i.; . 
. / il§ ("') ~ .... 

... ····5iil.iii: 
%~"'i~~ ~~i·:·: 

· ·.u.) .·/ 

C228 
GYAN TSE 

C229 
LHASA 

Bilingual Datestamps - Large Solid Circle (p . 49) 

t§ :!: .. ~ ~"I- '¥,. .,- 'AX,h:: 
'-I 

1 594.Z8 59122/. 

"6,\,,"I~"~.". 
(~ ,. 

C289 C295 

LHASA SHETANG 

Extended Periods of Use (the new dates are underlined): 

Type B15 (p. 10) 04.04.1909 - 12.09 .1941 

Type 8116 (p . 19) 12.05. 1904 10.09.1904 

Type C12 ( p . 24) 09.01.1911 03 . 07 .1 911 

Type C14 ( p. 24) 07.01.1911 - 25.10.1911 

Type C2l (p . 25) 14.12.1910 - 24 . 10 . 1911 

Type C1 52 Violet (p. 4 5) 25 . 03.195 6 

Type C200 Blue (p . 46) 01.09.1960 

'l'ype C228 ( p. 47) 07 .06.1956 [ see new type 

Type c229 ( p. 47) 19.11.1954 [see new tYge 

Type C230 ( p . 47) 14.04.1955 

Type C262 (p. 50) 08.11.1955 

Type C289 (p . 50) 28 . 04.1959 [see new type 

Type C295 Black (p . 50) 27.12.1959 [see new t ype 

Type C295 Violet (p . 50 ) 27.12.1 959 [see new type 

Type C294 (p. 50 ) 20 . 05 . 1956 

Type C401 ( p . 51 ) 01.06 .1 955 

Type E3 Darjeel. (p . 54) 18.08 . 1924 - 12 . 09 .1924 

above] 
above) 

above) 
above] 
above) 
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3) Cen sor Markings? 

Derek Bates reports the following small markings of Lhasa, 
struck in red. They could possibly represent censor mark :ipg s 
used by the Chinese people's Republic. Derek menti ons t hat he 
has seen them exclusively on mail from Lhasa to Nepal. 
Lhasa / l wa s in use between May and July, 1 958, and Lhasa/ 2 
betwep.n June and December, 1959 . 
Does anyone have further information on these markings? 

LHASA/l LHASA/2 

4) A Private Hands t a mp of Gyantse? 

The following type was found on an unregistered cover from 
Gyantse to Kathmandu, dated 5th September, 1919. The cover was 
posted directly at the British-Indian p.a. of Gyantse, without 
first pass ing through the Tibetan p.a. 
The marking strongly resembles the regi s tration hands tamps in 
use at the Tibetan p.a., but since the cover was neither 
registered nor processed through the native postal system, it 
i s believed that the marking in question may be of a private 
nature. Can anyone supply further information on this marking ? 

Private h ands tamp of Gyantse? 

5) Manuscript Ins urance Markings 

I have started to do some research on insured mail from Tibet. 
So far, I have found only two items that bear manuscript 
insurance markings (illustrated below ). 
Can anyone produce further i nsured items? 

Manuscrip t ins urance markings 

* * * * ~ * a a u I1 
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NE\iI ISSUES FRIJII NEPAL 

Mr. D. R. Pandey , the Officer-In-Charge of the Nepal Philatelic Bureau 
i n Kathmandu , sent the foll owing i nformation (including stamps ;,md FOC ' s) 
regarding new issues from Nepal - 1995 . 

1JlllI ~ 3IlO(1l1 / FIRST DAY COVER 

Aa fl:ti1 Fa ifii!O q 1<'1 I 
REGUL4.R SERIES 

~on / 1995 

May 29 - Singhadarbar and 
Pashupatt Temple . 

II'l'f R'Iffia 011'1(0 1 

FIRST DAY COVER 

ifIlli'tl( <:'m 641PU 
DISEASE OF CANCER 

. ,O~;U 1995 

June 23 - Di sease Of Cancer. 
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the Tibetan cancellations used in Pharijong do in the \ 950's. TIle reference to SINGTAM as 

bein g in WESTERN SLKKIM is also interesting, as it is clear from the map that it not very far 

west - presumably it refers to the fact that this Post Office wa~ on the westem route to 

Gallgtok, through Rangpo, rather than the old \888 route, through Rhenock. I have restricted 

this short study to the period before Indian Independence, although some of the postal 

markings illustrat ed continued to be used well into the \ 950's. 

Another philatelic exploit in Sikkim were the rocket mail e"'''pcriments conducted by Stephen 

Smith in April' and Sept.lOctober 1935. Cel1ain special cancell at ions and stamps were 

produced for these flights, but they never had any practical postal use. 

Tahle of Postal Markings of Sikkim 

PoSI Office Earlist Date Latest Date 

GANTAK B.O. 1 Date stamp 26.4.96 

SIKKlM 

GANGTOK Date stamp 24.5.03 22. 11.22 

GANGTOK Date stamp, with 28. 1.29 

hour type 

GANGTOK Obliterator 22.6.03 ' 

GANGTOK Obliterator, with 25.8. 12 3. 12.40 

hour type 

GANGTOK Large Date stamp 17.6.26 24.9.35 

GANGTOK Large Delivery 28. 1.29 22.5.42 

stamp, with hour 
type 

GANGTOK BAZAR With wavy lines 24.8.4 1 

CHUNGTANG Large date stamp 12.5.29 8.5.32 

B.O'/ SIKKlM 

GAYZING 

(GNATONG) Date stamp TEMPORARY 28. 12.03 

P.O. K' 

KEWZING B.O'/ Large Date stamp \8.2.35 27.3.41 

SIKKIM 

MAJHITAR 

MAGAN B.O'/ LOIrge date slamp &. 10.28 24 .8.34 

SIKKlM 

NAMCHI 

PAKYONG B.O'/ Date Stamp 25. 1.1 3 

<; IKKIM 

The Apn l nlg.hlS were descnbcd In de! ;'l1l 1 n /.1'<111/ /he /JltJrv IIf \/"('11/:11 .,'mllll. compiled by 0 N JCU ll. 

The Phllatehc Congress of IndIa. New DelhI, 1980 

Postal Himal 7 1st Quarter/1996 



(RANGPO) Small dat e stamp EXPERIM ENTAL 3. 10.88 5. 10 .88 
P.O.C·) I 

RANGPO Date stamp 30.4.03 6.1 1.1 6 

RANGPO Obliterator 18. 12.42 

RA NG PO La.rge dale stamp 13 ... . 35 

(RHENOCK) Small data stamp EX i'1 RIM ENTAL 16. 12.88 lale.5 .89 
1'.0 . ( -22 

R1I ENOCK B.O '/ Date Stamp 7.9. 0 1 
DA IUEELl NG 

RHENQCK Large date Stamp I 4,30 

Oblite rator with With dark line 1 -1.36 19. 11.36 
hOllr typ e 

RINC HENPONG 

RU NG LlBAZAR 18.5.42 18.2.52 

B.O'/ SIKKlM 

SINGTAM B.O'/ 13.7.21 1 3.~ . 35 

WESTERN S IKKIM 

TOKU L 

This illuslTation taken rrom Virk p.87 

Illustrated by Virk. 

T he E.'(perimcntal cancellations were publish~d by Geoffrcy Flack. lip II I 

Registration labels are standard in fonnat. and I illustrate onc from Gallgtok. with a small 
nalllcstamp, one \vilh thl! same namest3mp on a Parcel Label, both dating fTOIll 1935, and onc 
from Rhcnock, showing a large rectan gu lar n3111cstamp, dating ITom 1930. Also, I illustrate 
the frOll t of a registe red cover from PAKYONG Branch Office, with 3n attractive rectangular 
namest3mp , and the name oflhe loca l di strict office. GANGTOK, in red . AJI the other postal 
markings illustrated are in 1I0mlal black ink. 

To complete th is very preliminary study, I show the crest oftbe Chogyal, or Maharajah, of 
Sikkim, and that of the Po litical Office in Sikkim, and a photograph oflhe Telegraph Office in 
Gall gtok , taken about 19 12. 

~
,o.'_o" 

.... ' ~C' o , • • • 
" -. : . " . 
S,/o,;' .... 
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Cance lled "868" (Darjeelin g) 

Insidc flap of the cover (the lctter is 

missing) reads "Send me delails of 

'amalgamation 'for pick up. I'm looking 

out for Bran .. 

Reverse of the 1861 Sikkim Expedition correspondence (see the front cover). 

Registered cover 
from the Pakyong 
Branch Office. 

Postal Himal 

. 
'-----_-1 I 
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Telegr aph Office i n 
Gangtok (c . 1912). 

1st Quarte r /1996 



Notes on the Postal History of Sikkim (1888-1 947) 

by NicK Rhodes 

Various people have wrinen about tbe Revenue stamps of Sik.kim' that are occasionally found 
on covers that have passed through the post, but I nOI aware of any IUore general articles 
about the postal history ofSikkim2

. Here, therefo re, are a few notes which 1 hope will 
encourage somebody to work on producing a more comprehensive study. 

11le fi rst Sikkil.n it cm that I have noted is connected "vith tbe small war that was waged 
between the British and the Raja of Sikkim in 1 Ho I. AI that time the Raja of Sikkim was 
unhappy that the British had tricked him out orlhe Darjeeling District, without giving him the 
proper compensation that he was expecting. aud he was unwise enough to tbink that a 
belligeren t attit ude would get him what he wanted , After some provocation, a small British 
force advanced well into Sikkim, and the cover, illustrated, is a rare pltilatelic record of 
this expedit.ion, having been sent from Yalltoug on 5tb March 1861, presumab ly ca rned by a 
military nmner. it received a B68 cancell ation ill Datjeeling aod a red Darjeeling dispa tch mark 
on 9th March, before being sent on to Meerut and Rawalpindi. During th is expedition there 
do not appea r 10 have been any official mail services. as there were during Ihe Bhutan war 
fo ur years later. but nevertheless this cover deserves meLlt ionJ

. 

nle next time we hear about Sikkim ill philatelic tenns is during 1888-89. when the Sikkim 
Field Force operated a postal service iJl side Sikkim .. and briefly inside Tibet. nlc philatelic 
hi~1ory of this military expedition, whose prime purp ose was to demarcate the border \Yith 
Tibet, has recently been well cO\;ered by Geoffrey Flack~. Also, Brig. D.S. Virk has noted ill 
his book entitled Sikklm-Tiber I 903-1908 that several Post Offices were opened in Sikkim in 
1888 in cOllnection with that expeditioll, with the implicati on that they had remaiJl ed 
operati onal after the mil it ary operations ceased , I-Ie theu goes on to desclibe in SOl ne dctail 
the posta l situation that existed in SikkilJl in 1903, in cOllnection with the postal serv ices 
established for the Tibet Frontier Commission. 

One or the outcomes o r the little war with Tibet, J 888-8~ was that Claude While. who had 
been Assistant Political Officer with the military expedition. was appointed as Politica l Officer 
in Sikkim in June 1889, based in Gangtok. White's primary role was as 3n observer on the 
sensitive border with Tibet , but he al so undertook the task of reorgani sing the ad ministrat ion 
ofSikkim it selC He adopted a very high. handed approach towards Tbutob Namgya l, the Raja 
of Sikkim, and acted as iftbe litt le State bad become part of India. In March 1890, the 
Ang lo-Chinese coovclltioll at Ca lcutta , confimled that Sikkim was now a British Protectorate, 
and China gave up any pretence to suzerainty. As usual in those Imperia l days. the Sikkimese 
themse lves were not consulted over the matter. 

e.g. W Dcnnis Way, Stamp Coffee/lIIg. 1O,8. t95 1, p.65J. A.C. Walerfall, U/t! l'o.\·llIllhwmy uI1/bel , 
1981 editLon, pp. 167·9 and N.G.Rhcx:les, "Notes on Si kkim Stale Stamps", fm/HI/'Osl. 110.78, vol.! 714 , 1983 
1 Apart from the anicle by Roben D. West. "DENJONG. The Hidden Valley of Rice". 111C . Ill/er/can 

"lriln/eI/sl . vol.84/ 12 & 85/ 1 (Dec.1910, Ja1l_ 1971). Although tillS mentions the Revc l1 ue Stamps. the mil itary 
expeditions, and plans for stamps in the 1970's, it has very httle about the normal postal services in SLkkim 
J Armand Singer ' s collection. 

Postal Himal. No.78 , pp.n -41 
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Covers from Sikkim are rather scarce, and the cailccllations illustrated below merely record 
those in my own very modest collection, and a few published elsewhere. The ea rliest cover 
th at I have noted was sent from Gangtok by Claude White himself on 26 Apr. J 896, and it is 
likely that several offices were opened before tbe end of the nineteendl century. 

llle foUowing list of Post Offices in derived from the information p rovided by Brig. Virk, from 
th e Sikkim State Administ ration Report for 19 17, when ten offices are recorded, and similar 
Report s from 1 922~3 1 . 

Sikkim Post Offices 

1888 1903 1917 1922 1931 

Gangtok x x x x x 

Gangtok Bazar 

Chungthallg x x 

Gayzing x x 

GlIatong x x x 

Kewzing x x x 

Majhitar x x 

Mangan x x 

Namchi x x 

Pakyor.g x x x x 

Rangpo x x x x 

Rhenock x x x x x 

Rinchenpong x x x 

Rongli x x 
Singtam x x x x 

Tohti x 

111c Majhitar Post Of lice appears to have been closed in 1926. An additional Post Office in 
Ga ngtok, locat ed in Bazar area , was opened sometime between 193 1 and 1941 , the date oftlle 
ea rliest cancell ation in my own collectioll . On the attached Illap l show the location of these 
Post Offices. All the Sikkimese Post offices seem to have been subordinate to the Head Office 
at Darjeeling. 

I have cance llat ions frolll ten of these offices, and have no reason to beUeve that the otbers do 
not exisl. As regards the different types of cancellation , it seems that a typical range oflndian 
postal markings were used, familiar to collectors of Hjmalayan stamps through the items that 
passed through the Bri ti sh Lndian Post Offices in Nepal and Tibet. As a very modest start 
towards a comprehensive li sting of the postal markings of thi s little studied arca , I illustrate 
those that happen to be in my own collection. together with the range of dates that 1 happen to 
possess. It is interesting 10 lI ote that some of the Branch Office cancellations mention 
SIKKIM . as does the ea rliest GANT AK (sic) canceUation, which refers to tbe office in the 
cap ita l as being a B.o. (Branch Office), although Virk states that in 1903 it was a sub-office. 
l11e earli est RHENOCK canceUat ion refers to DARJEEUNG, in the same way that some of 
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July 11 - Personalities in Li terature and Art (details unknown). 

Sept . -1 - National 
Personalities Series . 

L DvnominatKlru: •• ""- VetTlCCI 

(0) Bf'lolcti Thopa O. 15P. •• Shee' CorT1>O~lion : !ll stcmp~ 

(b) Mooon Bhooc:bi Re. 100 7 PToce n : OtHet lJtnagcp"1 

(c) Prokosn Rcj K~V Rs. 4.00 8. POpei' : H.gh Q.;a~ ty Stomp PaOOl 

2. sa:e ; 27 .52 x 38mm ,. Cok>ur; 
9 . Dvligl\ef: Manan N 5 Hona 

4 (Iou) CClioVs 

4 . """"'" (0) fivee " li on 
10. P'fVller: Gc~elrment Pflnllng O lllce 

Cb) 5; (c) ana 
V'E:lrilO , AustrIO. 

l1\IIIan eOCh 

Sept. 1 - Animal Series. 

OQ"\omlnoI\cnS: Rs 10/· eaCh ; ; Oi'mCl HOHZonlol 

(a)Grur • Q...Qnlny 4 mlliam (1 mliloo each; 

(b) l ynx 7 P,-ace~ OIl ·sat l" hCgrOpfly 

(c) Hyena • Poper: O ttiaol SGC;;'"y Paper 

(d) As$Qmesa Moco(1.Je 
, DeSigner MOI"IonN ~cno 

2. SIze : 39 20 x 28.56mm 10 P!nler HellO COU'. CoSl9i' S A 

3. Sheet Compo$ltioo. 16 stomps S .... ,rzerlonc 

4. CDlOJI': 4 cDlous 

13 1st QU6rtar / 1996 



1. 
2. 
3 
•• 
5 
6. 

Oct . 16 - SOth Ann i versa ry of The FAO. 

1. Denomination: As. 71· 6. Ouantlly: One Million 
2. Size: 38.5 x 29.6 mm 7. Process: Otf-sel Lilhcgf<9hy 
3. Sheet Composition: 50 stafTl)s •• Paper: Hit qvality s.lamp pape r 

•• Colour: 4 Colours 9 . Designer: K .. Karmar.harya 
5. Formal : Horizontal 10 Prinler: GovernmeN Prrnll l"lg 

Ot lice Vienna . Austria. 

>. 

Oct . 22 - Anniversa ry o f The UNO . 

Denoml:"lahon: As. 501- 7. PlOcess: 
Size: 56 x 37.67 fTYTl •• Paper: 

Photowavure 
Otlicia secUrity paper 

SheeT ComposrtlOn : 10 stafT1)s 9. DeSigner Mohan N.S. Rana 
(.,Jlour· FIVe colours '0 Prlnler: Hello CouIVOIsler S.A . 
Formal Vertical 
Ouanl,IY_ One MillIOn 

2 

3. 

DenOfT"llnahoo: 
(a) 8himeswor 
(b) Ugra Tara 
(c) M1.N~a 
(d) Traditional 

Nepalese Paln\lng 
Size' 
(a) 29.5 x 38.5 rrvn 
(b) 38.5 x 29.5 mm 
(c ) 38.S x 29.5 mm 
(d}3 t x 49 mm 
Sheet Composition 

Postal Himal ---

Swrtzerland 
It . Dale 01 Iss ... e 220cl 

Ae . H· 
As . SJ· 
As_ 7/-

As 18 

SO Slamps In 
each slleel 

4 . Colour' 
S Formal. 

(a) & (d) 
(bl & (c) 

6. Ouanl rty ' 

7 Pro: ess 
. 8 Paper 

9 DeSigner 
10 Pflnl er 

14 

t995 

4 Colours 

VertICal 
HOflzonlal 
4 Millions 
(one Mlllron each) 
OU·sellllhogr3phy 
High Quality slamp paper 
K K Karmacharya 
Government Pnnllng 
Othce VIenna . Auslrra 

Nov . 8 - Visit 
Nepal Series . 
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. 23 - Birth Place of Gautam Buddha, Lumbini . 

D~~ 

"'. "'H' 
~otrfy 

R, \/. 
3923 • 28!w6..vn 
SOSUfT'(l~ 

Co. molloon 
Fou •• Gold 
V.n.c.1 
P~vvr. 

0111(: ... 1 Secunty Paper 
K K Karmac,,~<ya 

, 
2 
3. 

• 
5 

Denomination: 
Silt: 
SOH! Composition: 

CokIur ; 
For"",, : 

"""", 
formal 
Proce~~ e,,,,, 
De~er 
PlVllt. H~",Cou""Oo~.e r S A SW,rzERLtoNO 

OtnOt'W\al>On Rs 121· 

SIlt 30 • 010 ....... 
S~, 50 SUIr()S 

Ouinbl't On, mrIIoon 
Four. Goo:l 
VelbCal 
QII.s,eI lItJ'ID9'a.ot>j 
Hogn a...&1<t) SUIr() P~Df' 
Mof\;In N S Ra~\ 

':0l00.0 ' 
Fo ..... ' 
Procen 
P~' 
0 6 5

9
0

" 
PIVII" Gove"...,.."m P 'Yl-~ 011..-, ' • • , nn. A.USTRIJ-

Dec . 28 - 10th Anniversary of SAAAC . 

, Denorrul"la\loo Ri . 10/· 

2 S,ze; 425 X 26.5 mm 

3 S heet CompOs,tion : SO Slamps 

• ~ 5 CoioYn 

5 Formlt · Honzonltl 

fU. 20/· 
32.5 X 32.S mm 

SO Stamps 
4 Colours ..... " 

6 Quanl'lv 
7 . Process 

•• Piper 
9 . De· '90ef . 
'0 PIlnte. 

6 Quanti ty: Doe Million 

7 PrlXe$l: Off-Mt Uthograpl'ly 

8 Paper. High ~Iity starnp JWpe! 

9. Designer : K.K. Ka~ 

to Printe;- Gove;-nm"" ~ting 
OI hc:e Vien.-,.,a . Aus troa 

Dec . 27 - Golden 
Birthday of H.M. 

Jubilee 
The King . 

~ec . 28 - 51st 8i rthday 
of H.M. The King . 

One m,ll,oo 

Oll '$et L.lnogsllph" 

H'9" qua lr lv $I"mp paper 

" K"fm" ha·va 

Gove,nme n! Pllntr"9 
otl.ce Vrenna . Au51rrll 

Many thanks to Mr. Pandry and The Nepal Philatelic 8ureau - Leo Martyn . 

H H H a a H * * * H 
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THE ENAMEL INKS OF TIBET: A NEW LOOK 

by 

Armand E. Singer 

A Tibe l collector f r om Koln, Germany . Hen W. Franker has written me 
two very interesting letters, wondering how the Lhasa printing offi ce cou ld 
have obtained supplies of enamel inks for their native issues when such inks . 
as far as he knows. were available only in the U. K . • the U.5 • • and Germany . 
By decree of the Dalal Lama. no one from abroad , except for a few Asians . 
was a l lowed in t o Tibet. 

After his first letter . 1 wrote him t hat to my best knowledge his facls 
were indeed accurate ; that is . Tibet was then closed to virt.u<:Illy dll non
Asians. However . trade was carried on with India (see my article on the 
Singer sewing machines sold in Tibet by the India division of that company : 
Postal Himal 75-76 [19931 . pp . 63- B9 ; reprinted from The Amer i can Philatelist 
I April 19B6]) . India . I added , through England. would certainl y have had 
access to all varieties of printing inks . My friend Geoffrey Flack of 
Vancouver . B. C. meanwhile suggested to me that such inks wou l d work very 
well for the ever-present Tibetan religious tankas and were doubtless to 
be found in local markets. r further pointed out to Herr Frank t hat Tibetan 
s t amps . especially the 1912 and 1914 issues (famed for the enamel printings), 
were printed in very small Quantities at any given moment . a f ew sheets at 
a time at most ; ink s upplies would probably have presented no great problem. 
Hence the endless calor shades . For printing currency. a much more careful 
process. inks f r om somewhere like India would almost certainly be a necessity . 
In any event, I concluded. no evidence has ever turned up that Tibet ' s 
nat i ve -issue stamps were printed outside the coun try (as were , for instance. 
Nepal ' s Sri Pashupati stamps, 1907 up until the World War II era) . I did 
admit that whether local Tibetan chemists could have concocted their own 
enamel inks from native ingredients was another question . fo r which I had 
no answer . 

Now I have a second letter f rom him , filled with pertinent observations . 
To begin with, he notes that he and Kurt Oahnke (the well-regarded Tibet 
collector and scholar of long standing , who he says agrees with him) have 
been in contact with a Frankfurt cal or chemist . Franke thinks colaI' spectrum 
analysis is needed , and he is s oon to meet with some officials in char ge 
of the German mint to discuss simi lar ca lor printing problems . i'leanwhile, 
however. he offers these observations : Both he and Dahnke consider any true 
shiny ink results random and accidental . He agrees that the inks could 
possibly have come from India. but asks me to notice that the paper is native 
and that native inks would be in keeping. What concerns him most is the 
hit-end-miss quality of the gloss. It is rarely visible over any whole s heet . 
Held up to strong daylight , the stamps shine only in certain places or when 
the light angle i s exactly right . He concludes with the belief that the 
ink is "no irrport , " bu t rather "plain and simply " a " tropical resin, It which 
gives the appearance o f s hiny enamel. 

And he may be qu i te right. SUCh a theory neatly exp l ains the generally 
spotty quality of the shininess. though of cour se it could also arise from 
irregular application of the ink (Tibetans conmonly still apply i nk with 
hand rollers to the wooden blocks_ used in printing books , as I have seen 
them doing) . 

Stay tuned : 1 have wri tten my correspondent to ask whether he has come 
up with new data . either from discussions with the German mint officials, 
or mor e promisingly , from colaI' spectrum analysis . We will keep yuu informed . 
00 you Study Ci r cle members have any information to add? 
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BtIlT.\ :\" - 1J7.0:-lG OAK COn:RS 

In an JI1idc hy \ 1r I.. :\ad,\hal on lh :: COHT" '\li,h mixed V hinesi,:' Bhulanc.:sl,.' sl3mps, on 
I.:H W I"S from the periuli I ~5-l - 1 961. il \V<lS thought Ih;l! then: '''eft' thrl!l.! kJ1()\\ n I;U\ I,.' I''' . 

Since Ihl' artide was Wri ItCIl. JW': lion pri((!S for these ":UH:r" ha\\.' 1i. ... 1,.'11 Lonsid\:r:lhl.\ 
AJlhoug,h i! is Jifficu\l for me Ihing in Finl ~md. 10 research I h i ~. t h(l\'c managc(! In rl!i,:onl 
10 of Ihest: cover:-; from material ~I,;nt 10 ml: hy tc llo\\ colk I.:101">;. Of Ihc!'~' I,.'oq:r", Ihl' 
tnajoril ~ h:h'C bl,;cn st.: nl h~ Iht' ... :unl,.' person 011 1\\0 dU h.Tl'nt o l,.' .. a'iion:-.. \\ ilh 11\..: 1\:n l:liJhk', 
<: I.'nl as singh:s by other people. So it \\ould ":1,;1.!!ll Illl! thl're :11'1,: more 01 rh l.! ";0 "::llh,:d 
Uzong, [).,\h .. O\\:n; than '\ as al first thought. 
,-\paI1Iroflllh t:!o.1! genuim.' covers. t:1kc I,.'()\I.: !":-; JI'C :lppl'ming on !he rn:lr~c l alld an: k l..:: hing 
hig.h pri ... cs. Tu be .. bk 10 I:sl:lblish how many genu ine ":OWrli tl ll.: re ,Ire. \\'ould an.\ 01 01.\ 
1'd10\\ ;,;o ll ~l: l ors \I,'ho have Ihes~ coven:. pleasl' I:nd ml: :l phn l /)";op~ . R<suhs 01 tht: "un c~ 
.. ould he puhlishL'd in POSI:l1 Him:ll. 

Pk :lst send delails 10: Ii ro Kallo. Jyr:lIiL' 2 B~ I. FI~ ·1 "t ~ llLl . lI :nnt,; linna. Fin l:lLId. 

III1 L1TAN _ C HH f.TRAP.\Tl LIl. POST OFl'l n : 

Tili:" ol'licl.l W;;IS dosed down on 1.1 . \pril 1996 

A Translation of the TSA RONG Crest 

Nich01as Rhodes has kindly sent me a t rasia rion of (he Tibetan characters on the 
banner on the underside of the Tsarong crests (see Postal Himal no. 84). 

nyin-mo-bde :< bappy day 
mtsan-bde "" happy night 
Tsa-rong = Tsaroug (the family name) 
Lha-sa =- Lhasa - only on Fig.4. 

I also have heard from other members who have co\'er ~ with the Tsarong crest: 
1 wi ll report th is information at a later date. If anyone has covers with Ihi s cres t on them, 
it wo uld be a greal help 10 know the type and date if possible if you wish 10 report them. 

Frea lon Bibbins 

NEW I'lEI'IlERS: 
Mr. A.K . Agwaral . 93 / 170 Anwarganj, Kanpur - 208001 . lndia . 
William J . Bailey, Apt . 5 , 8191 Francis Rd .• Richmomd, BC V6Y 1AS . Canada. 
Daniel A. Brouillette, 496 Linden Lane , Lino Lakes , MN 55014-5474 . U.S. A. 
Oavid A. Libby , 300 Oak Hill Circle . Concord . MA 01742 . U.S.A. 

NEW LIFE I'lEI'IlERS: 
Mr . Robert Wightman, Zum Holzli 13. 8405 Winte r thur . Switzerland , 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS : 
Mr. 5 . Bildhei m, am Konigsberg 4 , 0-57399 Kirchhundem . Germany. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: FOR ~~8ERS ONlY 

One insertion, per line $1.00 Four insertions. per line $3.50 
To calculate the number of lines you r advertisement will require , count 74 
letters, numer a l s . punctuat i on ma r ks and blank spac es between words . 
Appropriate headinQs will be used i f not i ndicated. After receipt~ the ad 
will appear in the nex t Posta l Himal . 

NEPAL : I am selling Nepalese stamps. Erro r s . Varieties and Postal Stationery. 
Ajit Shah. GPO B~x 2159 , Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Fm SALE: TIBETAN STAl'PS AM) POSTAL HI STORY . r c urrently have a large stock 
of quality material from all periods. I would be glad to send you a selection 
tailored to your specific needs. Want lists invited. I also have a list 
of out-of-print books and articles on Tibetan philately f o r which I c an 
provide photocopies. This will be s ent to anyone requesting it. George 
Bourke . P.O. Box 1174, Jackson I'll, 49201 , U.S.A. 

llHET Foo SALE: Ask for available items at very competiLiv~ ~rh; e5. I am 
also interested in buying everything fr om Tibet. Write or send a FAX to 
the following address (I am on duty here for the next few years) : Rainer 
Fuch$, P.O . Box 271" 22028 Salmiyah, Kuwail. FAX: 965- 5316403. 

WANTED: UASSIC AND PASHLlPATI COVERS FRCJ'I NEPAL. I wi I 1 purchase and or 
t r ade better stamps and covers. Also wanted. better pos tal hi s tory of 'India 
Used in Nepal t. and unusual Nepa l es e covers from the 1950 ' s and 1960' s . 
Extensive price li s t of Nepal free for the a sking . Leo Martyn , P .O. Box 
49263. Los Angel e s . CA 90049-0263. U. S .A. 

o 0 0 000 0 0 0 0 

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 

NEWSLETTER #1-24 ~ $.30 each 
plus followi ng postage per i ssue: 

U,5.A . EUROPE AS I A 
$.29 $.95 $.95 

$15.00 for a complete set (#1-24) in
cluding postage to all areas. 

POSTAL HIMAL #25-69 ~ $2.00 each 
plus following postage per issue: 

U. S.A. EUROPE ASIA 
$.52 $1.35 $1.61 

$90.00 for a complete set (#25-68) in
c luding postage to all areas. 

POSTAL HIMAL #69-current 
each plus ~wing postage 

i ssue ~ $5.00 
per i ssue: 

U. 5. A. EUROPE 
$.75 $1.95 

INDEXES 

ASI A 
$2.27 

To all Newslet t ers and Postal Himals 
~ $5.00 (includes postage to all areas). 

$1~O . OO for a compl ete set of 
Newsletters. Posta l Himals 
and Indexes (inc ludes postage 
to a ll areas). 

Please send orders to: 

Roger D. Skinner 
1020 Covington Road 
Los Altos. Ca. 94022 
U.S.A. 

Pos tal Himal No . 85 19 

We specialize in the Stamps 
and Posta l History of Tibet 

Maintaining one ot the 
World's largest and mosl 
comprehensive stocks 01 

th is Mysterious Land. 

SELLING? 
We are always Interested In Better 

Individual Items Of Collections. 

GEOFFREY FLACK 
p.a. Sox 65987 

Station F, Vancouver, S.C. 
Canada V5N 5L4 

Phone (604)986·3898 
FAX: 604-986-4777 
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