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Pacific 97 is just around the corner (San Francisco . May 29- June B, 
1997) and promises to be a wonderful international show . We will have two 
2 hour meetings : June 1 (Sunday) - 10 : 30 to 12 : 30 and June 7 (Saturday) 
- 10 : 30 to 12 : 30. We will have two speakers at the first meeting : Armand 
Singer - lITibet & Nepal , the countries behind the stamps" and Geoffrey Flack
"Stamps & Postal History of Tibet" . 

No less than five authors of books on Nepal & Tibet will be present 
so bring your Questions and or mdterial for discussion. Also, several members 
will have their exhibits on display . There is a fine Tibetan restaurant 
in San Francisco and a group meal is possible . 

00000 

Mr . Surendr a Lal Shrestha , our representative in Kathmandu has been 
nomi nated by the Nepal Philatelic Society ClS the Commission Oele~ate Member 
f r om Nepal for the Federation Internationale De Philatelie program titled 
"Fight Against For geries " . 

o 0 0 0 0 

IYlember Alan Warren received the National Merit Award at the annual 
Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibition for his many years of outstanding 
service to the philatelic community. 

o 0 000 

Please disregard the following information which appeared on p . 17 of 
Postal Himal No. 85 - the information is not correct: "Bhutan - Chhetrapati 
LO . Post Office , this office was closed down on 13 April 1996. 11 

A "FREE TIBETII sel f
design from Tibet's 1933 
attention . It exists in red 
unknown to me . 

00000 

00000 

adhesive label using the 
issue recently came to my 
and green. The origin is 

The auction l ist (no. 6B) accompaning this Postal Himal is the one pro
mised f or June of this year - sorry for t he delay . 
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The following interesting articles recently appeared in the Journal 
of Chinese Philately : June , 1996 - l1CHINA'S NEW ROADS IN TIBET TRACE THE 
POST OFFICES OPENED SINCE THE OCCUPATION" by Chlu Chee Weun and Colin Narbeth ; 
October, 1996 - THE ROUTES OF WESTERN TIBET by Chiu Chee Weun, and WITH A 
LITTLE LUCK - A COVER FROM NIELAMU by Wilfried Franke . 

o 000 0 

Please note that members may transfer funds for Study Ci rcle Auction 
payments directly to Lloyds Bank , Account No . 0106B90 , Sort Code 30-96- 60. 
Payees should contact Colin Hepper (address on the inside cover of this news
letter) with the amount . Both the account No . and the Sort Code No . must 
accompany the money transfer . 

o 000 0 

I came across several interesting references regarding postal affairs 
in three non-philatelic books on the Himalayan area , as follows : 

The Ex loration of Tibet Its Histor and Particulars , 1904 . Calcutta! 
London reprinted in Delhi. 1973 , by Graham Sandberg . 

II Escorted British Missions in Tibet - The Mission to 
Kamba Jong ll. Page 272-273 . 

"Dur ing his enforced rest [Jul y . 19031 at Tang-gu , 
Colonel Younghusband was not idle in his mind . He con
ceived While there the great project of endeavouring 
to effect nO less a purpose than an interview betwixt 
himself and the Dalai Lama of Lhasa . To this end he 
indited a letter to the Senior Amban, informing him that 
he had been told that the Dalai Lama was contemplating 
a tour from Lhasa westwards and suggesting the advantages 
which would accrue to all concerned if he could be per
mitted to meet his holiness and explain the pacific and 
laudable objects of the British Mission. To show how 
Quickly under certain circumstances a letter can reach 
the authorities at Lhasa from the Sikkim frontier , we 
may mention that the Amban's answer , which he addressed 
not to Colonel Younghusband but to the Viceroy, was 
wri tten only nine days after the date of the Colonel ' s 
missive t o him . The reply took only five days coming 
from Lhasa to Kamba )ong, a distance of 225 miles . In 
this reply it was de nied that the Oalai Lama was going 
wes twards; and the impracticability of the proposed inter
view was pointed out. 11 

Page 290. 

"Mr. C. H. Ha r rison , Postmaster-General of Bengal , 
also took the opportunity of running up into Tibet and 
personally completing the arrangements for a service 
of postal collies to work by relays between Darjeeling , 
Tang-gu and Kamba Jong - the first time that His Majesty's 
mails had ever penetrated the realms of the Dalai Lama . 1I 

Ladak - Ph sical Statistical & Historical , by Alexander Cunningnam , 
1854, London reprinted in New Delhi , 1970 . Page 293 . 

IIPostal Establishment" 

li The postal arrangements throughout Ladak are simple 
and effective ; but the transmission is generally slow . 
The 'Goba ' of each village is bound to furnish a courier 
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to carry the post f["Om his own to the next village on 
the road . Along the high-roads the couriers a re all 
hor semen , ' Tazampa' [Tu-zam-pa , "horse -bridge l1

], and 
the pos t is carried at t he rate of from twenty to thirty
five miles a day. The f ormer is the usual rate i the 
latter is the express rate when a ny government business 
is urgent [sic, r everse former and latter?]. Thus letters 
sent from Kashmir usuall y reach Le . a distance of 220 
miles . in t en days i but when the despatch is urgent. 
it generally reaches in s ix days . 

All officers of government make use of the vi llage 
couriers for the conveyance of orders or inteUigence; 
but merchants always send special couriers of their own . 
The poorer classes have no correspondence ; and the limited 
intercommunication~ nf the uppe r classes . amonqst whom 
each family has generally one member in government employ . 
a re all conveyed by the Tazampas ." 

The Gurkhas . An Ethno logy, by C. ] . Morris, 1933 (revised 1936 . reprinted 
in New Delhi. '993 ) . 
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Letters addressed to persons residing within four 
miles of any of these post offices are delivered on 
arrival by the postal messengers ( ' hulak') j but for 
persons living beyond this radius, unless letters are 
previously called for , they will Ullly l.J~ sent by the 
posta l authorities . by special messenger twice each 
month . The Postmaster wilL however , inform villagers 
passing the Post Office that letters for certain villages 
are awaiting delivery, 50 t hat the addressee may come 
for his letter if he wishes to do so . 

The following Nepalese postage stamps are pro
curable : two, four . eight . and s ixteen pice . Postage 
for letters is 4 pice per tola [1 to la equalled 11.66 
grams 1. 

Letters sent for del ivery through the Nepal Post 
Office should be enclosed in two covers. The inner 
cover should be addressed i n Nepal i to its destination 
and shou l d have Nepalese stamps affixed to it . The 
outer cover should be addressed in English or vernacular 
to the Postmaster. The British Legation . Kathmandu. 
Nepal, via Raxaul, Bengal and North-Western Railway, 
with the requisite Indian postage stamp affixed . All 
such letters rece i ved by t he Postmaster, Nepal, will 
be transferred without delay t o the Nepal General Post 
Office at Kathmandu for onward transmission . The Nepalese 
authorities at Bethari, in the Western Terai, collect 
letters, telegrams, etc. , daily from Nautanwa, and send 
them on to places in the Pa!pa District as necessary . 
Letters sent in this way are . of course. delivered more 
quickly than if sent via Kathmandu . Correspondence 
should be addressed to the Bada Hakim of Bethari , via 
Nautanwa Pos t Office , District Go rakhpur, U. P. Letters 
for !lam and adjacent districts of Eastern Nepal are 
col lected by the Nepalese authorities daily from Jor 
Pokhri Post Office, Di strict Oarjeeling. 

Nepalese stamps are obtainable through the British 
Legation Office. 

It may be noted, however . that the normal channel 
of communcation between serving solders and their homes, 
as also between the Recruiting Officer and pension 
claimants . etc . • is by means of leave and furlough men 
and recruiters. Important communications might well 
be sent by both means . Generally speaking, it seems 
to take about three months for a letter from Britsh 
India to reach any of the hill districts if sent t hrough 
the Nepalese Post Office . 

U!!lIil 
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1992 "RIGHTS OF THE CHIlO· ISSUE DISCOVERED WITH RED COl OR MISSING 

Surendra La l Shr estha 

In 1993 I discovered the missi ng color error (illustr ated on the front 
cover) i n an !Ion paper " mi xture of used Nepalese stamps . The miss i ng red 
not on l y affects portions of the image but also the Nepali and English in
scr iptons . This stamp was printed by the Pakistan Security Printing Cor po
ration . Illustra t ed bel ow is a normal copy (enlarged) showing the four color 
regi s tration (blue . green, r ed and grey) . 50 f a r, no other e rror copies 
have been reported . 

• • • 
• 
• 
• • • • 
• • • 
• • 
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Re view : Speciality Album For Postage Stamps of Nepal , 1881 -1 995 . Scot t Pub
lishing Company , 1996 , Si dney , Ohi o , 45365-082B . U. S. A . • 48 pages . 

Leo Martyn 

Michael Rogers sen t me a set of the newly r e leased Nepal Scott album 
pa ges for review . The arrangement of spaces is quite acceptable although 
in one i ns tance t he 1975 Coronation souvenir sheet i s on the same page as 
the 1981 Postage Stamp Centenary souvenir sheet - separate pages would have 
ma de mo r e sense . No space is provided For the sheet of Four of the 1960 
Children ' s Day probably doesn ' t quali fy a s a souvenir sheet (no margin 
inscriptions) . 

The first page is devoted to the classic issues , inc luding sever al items 
issued exclusively during the "Tell::!yraph Period". Spaces are not provided 
for colaI' varieies of the first issue on European wove paper or for the one 
a nna recuts on European wove pape r . 

Also. no spaces for tete-beehe pairs . A more advanced collector UJill 
have to use blank pages for these items. Spaces a re provided for se-tenant 
arrangements. Most of the spaces are illustrated and Scott catalogue numbers 
i ndicated. Scott plans to i ssue regular supplements (supplement no. 1 issued 
this year) . 

The pages a re punched for three ring binders as well as two post binders . 
The set of 48 pages lists for $29 . 95 and is readily available from U. S . supply 
dealers including Michael Rogers t Inc . . 199 E. Welbourne Avenue t Suite 3 t 
Winter Park . Florida , 32789 ($26 pos tpaid). 
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A December 1911 Queen Empress Card 

Armand E. Singer 

Many Nepal specialist collectors have doubtless seen , if not possessed, 
a Nepal cover or card struck wi th a Royal Camp Post Office cancel. They 
are described in A ~ K . Bayanwala ' s Slogans and Special Postmarks of India 
(New Delhi : A. A. Enterprises . 1982), pp. 111 and in Wolfgang Hellrigl ' s ~ 
Postal History (Turin , Italy : Bolaffi. 1991) , chapter 15 . Hellrigl illus 
trates cancel s for 1876. 1911. and 1921, giving a double "RA" to the 1876 
example and a single "A" to three others . r illustrate one of the 1911 cards 
from my OUJn col l ection addressed to the King Empe r or ' s Camp in Khasra 22 
Dec. [19)11 . The large cancel is properly impressive. 

What most collector s are probably unawarp nf j~ t.hat there exists a 
similar cancel for the Queen Empress ' s Camp Post Office , part of the same 
19' 1 royal visit . Hellrigl does not mention it but Bayanwala does (PP . 
72-73). The King Emperor of course is George V. whose coronation took place 
Dec. 12 in Delhi. He entered Nepal Dec . 18 (see details in Bayanwala) and 
remained almost ten days. His queen stayed in India, where he rejoined her 
Dec. 29 in Bankipur , a village sane fifteen miles N.W. of Calcutta . 

My Nepal postal card illustrated here was sent by a native Indian(?) 
from Delhi (the city name heads the message on the reverse) . It bears the 
cancel tl Coronation ourbar 1911 " . dated "1 Oee . IT (upper left). The coronation 
itself , as I noted above , took place on the twelfth - variations of these 
coronation cancels bear dates at least from Oct. 22 to Dec . 23 (as illustrated 
on p . 87 of Bayanwala ' s treatise) . The Empress ' s special cancel bears the 
date Dec. 16 , the day the Emperor left for Nepal and she for Agra . The cancel 
over the one- half anna orange itsel f reads 68/9/12 (the "12" is faint). 
which becomes Oec . 25 in our calendar. This special native Nepa l cancel 
is the Khasra Royal camp killer (see Hellrigl & Hepper, The Native Postmarks 
of Nepal , p . 34) , n • •• the only special postmark known prior to 194911

, they 
note, and in use for ten days only, during the king's visit to that country. 
The word "Nepal " in Devanagari characters may be seen at the bottom of the 
address , at the right . 

Obv i ous ly, properly speaking . the Nepal postal card should have been 
an Indian one , since it originated in Delhi. The King Emperor cards are 
legitimately Nepalese because they are sent locally to and from Khasra . Nepal 
(however philatelically) . The Queen ' s card, if improper , looks to be non
philatelic . The three pies rate instead of the usual half-anna for cards 
(Neral and India alike) would suggest half - priced official mail . , 

Delivery Cancel 
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"Queen Empress 's Card" 
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liKing Emperor's Card!! 
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Tibet - A Spectacular Inward Postcard 

by Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

Although the picture ' postcard illustrated below looks quite unpre 
tentious, it is actually a spectacular postal history item. It was 
posted from Girgenti, Sicily, Italy, on 2nd March, 1903 and is 
addressed to a gentleman named Hung Comptalle, at Lhasa. To better 
identify the unusual destination, Tibet, Ch ina and Asia \~ere added 
to the address. The card bears no message, but the sender ' s hands tamp 
o n the front ("the prices vary according to types and views") would 
.i nd icate that he was in the pictu re postcurds buoincss and probably 
just mailed a specimen of h is wares. 

The card's itinerary can be reconstructed by way of its numerous 
postal markings: it arrived at Shanghai on 11th April, 1903, where 
it received strikes of the I mperial p.a. and the local p.a . , respec
tively. Since in 1903 there was no commercial postal connection 
between Shanghai and Lhasa, the card was next routed to Hong Kong, 
where it arrived on 19th April (between the Shanghai and Hong Kong 
marking s there is another, illegible strike dated 15th April). Again, 
t he lack of a postal rou te to Lh asa forced the postal authorities to 
find another solution . So it was decided to try the approach via 
Ind ia. The postcard was presumably taken by ship to Cal cutta (where 
no pos tal marking was applied), then proceeded north toward s Sikkim. 
It was postmarked at Ghum (located between S~liguri and Darjeeling) 
o n 15th May, at Kalimpong on 16th May and, finally, at Rhe nok on 17th 
May, 1903. There, o n t he wa y to Jelep La, the pass that connects 
Sikkim with Tibet, end the last tangible traces of this card ' s 
journey. Somewhere along t he way between Sicily, China and Sikkim, 
three large "T"s were impressed to indicate that a tax was to be 
collected. 

There was definitely no commercial post al route to Lhasa through 
Sikkim, either, so the card ' s final destiny remains a mystery. If it 
was returned to Italy, we wou l d expect at least some postal marking s 
from yhe return journey, a strike of an Indian dead-letter-office, a 
return-ta-sender marking, or at least the crOSSing out of the original 
destination . But nothing of the sort happened. Was the postcard 
entrusted to a traveller or a Tibetan State courier and did it 
eventually reach Lhasa? We know that, at the time this card travelled 
through Sikkim, the British were preparing to enter Tibet . In fFlct . it 
was only some six weeks later, in July, 1903, that the British-Indian 
Tibet Frontier Commission crossed into Tibet. This was followed, of 
course, by the Young husband Military Expedition of 1904 tha t 
eventually opened the postal route to Pharij ong, Gyantse and Lhasa. 

Mail from unusual places to Tibet is rare, in any case. But as far as 
I know, this postcard from Sicily to Lhasa is the only example of a 
private item of mail from Europe to Tibet that actually preceded the 
Tibet Frontier Commission of 1903. 
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The front of the Italian picture postcard, r egularly franked 
with a 5-cent. stamp cancelled Girgenti, Italy. 

_.---.- .. . -- ~- -- -~ 

The reverse of the same picture postcard, showing the series of 
postmarks that enable us to reconstruct the atte mpts to ente r Tibe t 

first from the Chinese side , then through Sikkim . 

Pos tal Himal No. 87 41 3rd Quarter/199S 



First Philatelist of Nepal 

Ramesh Shrestha 

Most of the phila t elists believe that stamp collecting in Nepal was 
only initiated around the time of World War 11 . According to elderly stamp 
collectors certain government officials who went to England in the thirties 
became fascinated witn the hobby . During the Rana period in the first half 
of this century few British officials from India visited Nepal and among 
them some were stamp collectors. They used to purchase Nepalese stamps and 
stationery from the post offices . But, there is no record whether they intr
duced the hobby to our country. We can assume that steps towards organized 
philately was started with the establishment of the Himalaya Philatelic Club 
in Kathmandu in 1949. 

Fur thermore, the Nepalese Post Office released a set of nine pictorial 
stamps on October 1 , 1949 , and for the first time a First Day of Issue post
mark was used . It is said that the Himalaya Philatelic Club imported high 
quality r eadymade envelopes in large quantities from India for the cacheted 
First Day Cover s . 

Later . in 1960 . the Nepal Philatelic Bureau. a wing of His Majesty's 
Government Postal Ser vice Depar tment , was established for philatelic pro
motion and sales . The first national exhibition took place in Kathmandu 
June 10 through 16 , 1966 . The same year saw the creation of the Nepal 
Philatelic Society and philately became even more organized. 

However, it is not clear who was the first stamp collector and when stamp 
collecting started in Nepal. This information could determine the origin 
of philately in our country , yet such information is not ye t available . But 
recently, evidence has been found which attempts to make clear when stamp 
col lecting began and who was the first collector in Nepal . A Canadian phila
telic dealer offered for sale in Finland a unique item which throws consi 
derable light on Nepalese philately - a 1 anna overprinted 1~ anna British 
Indian provisional postal card which was mailed from Nepal on April 9, 1892 . 
It was sent to England and arrived on May 2 . It should be noted that since 
Nepal was not a member of the Universal Postal Union until 1956 , her stamps 
were not val id for postage on foreign bound mail. So , for this purpose , 
a 8ritish Indian Post Office . called the Residency P . D, British Legation 
P.D . and later the Indian Embassy P .O. after Indian ' s i ndependence , was 
established at Lainchaur in Kathmandu . Following is the message which appears 
on the back of this postal card : 

Dear Sir , 

Nepal Res idency 
India 

The 9th April 1892 

I am in receipt of your kind letter . I n reference 
to it I would like to know what different kinds of stamps 
of Nepal sta t e you have already got so that I may be able 
to comply with your request in informing you of the intro
duction of a new stamp . 

Have you got Indian stamps of 26 annas value sur 
charged on 4~ anna stamps & postcard like the one I am 
sending you. 

I am also a s tamp collector & would prefer to send 
you used Indian & Nepal stamps . also unused or used Indian 
Native s t ate stamps . if you send me your duplicate for 
selection with the values marked above . 

Postal Himal No . 87 42 
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Thi s letter signif i es that Ki shen Lal , who was the Post Maste r of the 
Br itish Indian Post Office i n Nepal from 1991 to 1897 , collected stamps and 
had philatelic transactions in England . Thus. this proves that the hobby 
of collecting stamps existed in Nepal as early as 1992 , more that 100 years 
ago . 

lnspite of such a long period of stamp collecting in Nepal. philately 
is not well developed and known among the public. This is due to various 
reasons , such as the unavailabil i ty of collecting material and tools , absence 
of philatelic literature, unsecured mails in the post offices) lack of sharing 
knowledge and cooperation among philatelists , etc. Except for a few national 
level philatelic exhibitions , Nepal has not yet organized any world or Inter
Asian level philatelic exhibition. 1ndia is putting together a world phila
telic exhibition in 1997 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of her inde
pendence . ~o . why shouldn ' t Nepal plan to organize either a world level 
or Inter-Asian level philatelic exhibition in 2001 to commemorate the fiftieth 
aniversary of our democracy? This dream can come true if the concerned 
authorities and starl1P collectors in our country work together with a common 
understanding . 

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION· UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

BRITISH INDIA ~!l.,9., INDE ORITANNIO,UE 

. POST CARD JJ' ... ~ CARTE PoSTALE 

, 

AIU(~ 

~). c: 

Mailed from Br itish Indian D.D. in Kathmandu on April 9 . 1892 ; 
via Segowlie (April 11) and Bombay (April 14) , to London (May 2) . 
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Reverse : message written by Ki shen La l. 

* * * * * ft R * a » 

Hellrigl on Nepal Registry Markings 

Wolfgaog C. Hellrigl has written an interesting article about the native registration 
markings and labels used in Nepal, published in the 1996 Congress Book, published by the 
American Philafelic Congress. The annual hardbound volume was released at the APC 
convention held at STAMPSHOW in Orlando in August. Articles accepted by the Congress 
must meet high standards of research, often with sign ificant new findings. 

/ 

Such was the case with Hellrigl's article . He illustrates some markings not previously 
recorded. He begins with an ovelview of the bistOl), of registration in Nepal by the British 
Indian Post Office and the native postal system begun in 1879. It is the registl), markings 
of the latter syste m tbat Hel1rigl focuses on . He illustrates manuscript markings for 
"Registered" and "Acknowledgment Due" as well as the Kathmandu registration handstamp 
and its forgery. 

He goes on to illustrate the native registration labels including the Sett ing 2 which 
is shown for the first time. Hellrigl lists the known post offices th at used labels as well as 
manuscript marks. For a period of time parcel labels were used but marked as "Registl)'''. 
He shows examples of three settings of the parcel labels, two of them seen for the first time. 

lnformation about the American Philatelic Congress and back issue copies of their 
books can be obtained from Secretary-Treasurer Janet Klug, Box 250, Pleasant Plain OH 
45162. -- Alan Warren 
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An Undelive r ed Cover to Lhasa , Tibet 

Armand E. Singer 

This cover , sen t by Philip H. Cummings , the we l l-known Ver mont Tibet collector 

(the first to chronicle the ex i stence of the controver s ial "Offic i als" as 

well as the one-sang greens) to Pratek Man Tuladhar , the equally well -known 

Nepalese stamp ent r epreneur. to Lhasa by way of Gyantse . wound up undelivered . 

It was registered for $1 . 14 in Woodstock. Vermont, September 3 . 1954 , reached 

the Dead Letter Offi ce in Bombay, India. September 28 , but was returned to 

the sender . arriving back i n Woodstock November 10 . 1954 . It was stamped 

"SERVICE SUSPENDED" and "Undelive r ed for reasons [specified?] to address 

shown on cover" . Thereby hangs a tale . The following letter f rom our 

governmen t in WaShington (though the last sentence remains somewhat ambiguous) 

should help explain what went wrong . Obviously the July 1954 flood was no t 

the real culprit. since service was restored by August of that year . SuUl~ 

of us Tibet collectors may have a C- 622 temporary post office (Saugang , 

near Gyantse) cover attesting to the high- water problems . Thi s Vermont cover, 

to the cOntr ary . indicates a major sh ift in postal control . 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU OF TRANSPORTAT I ON 

WASHINGTON 2.!, D . C. 

Mr. Philip H. Cwmnings 
Box 389 
Woodstock, Vermont 

Dear Mr. CummingSf 

IN RD'L.v " £to,,!> TO, 

May 3, 1955 

The Postal Administration of India has written to this offi ce 

under date of April 25, asking that the following infonnation be 

transmitted to you in reply to your inquiry of December 20, 1954: 

"Mails for Lhasa were carried by post only up to the Indian 

post office at Gyantse, from where they were forwarded to Lhasa 

by private arrangement. Dle t o heavy floods, the postal service 

with Gyantse in Tibet was disrupted in the month of J~, 1954. 
Postal communicationwitll Gyantse was, however, restored in August, 

1954, and is now functiOning normally . Witb ef.fect from t he 11th 

April, 1955, the Indian Post Offices in Tibet including the one at 

Gyantse have been transferred to the Postal Admi.ni~.tr.a.j:.ion of tbe 

Peoples Republic or China. only unregistered end ~K~~d letter s , 

post cards, printed papers including register ed ne~~~~J ousiness 

paper s, sample packets, mixed packets and blind litera~ure packets 

are acceptable by this administration for transmission 'to the post 

offices in Tibet,. " 

Postal Himal No. B7 

Sincerel y your~.~~ ____ ------

\'~~~.---' 
Cornelius Petersen 

Acting Director 
International Postal Service 
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(Editor : as an aCldendum to Armand ' s article the following illustrations were 

sent to me by Mr . Surendra Lal Shrestha. our representative in Kathmandu . 

The cover was mailed from the Indian Embassy in Kathmandu on Sept . 30 . 1954 . 

Wr i tten in red ink is "Service Suspended" and nT o Sender l1 (which replaces 

"Fromn) . Surendr a states that the postal service was suspended due to the 

occupation of Tibet by The People t s Republic of China . Armand suggests that 

the Postal Administration of India and or the Post Office Department in 

Washington said Itfloodu but may be diplomatically cautious . 

, 
'RI'G,I ;. rFhE.D (J TTI1f( 

. · t · 

. .tl6, A,.I1N I\'SII/iJHO/(I/, 
. . . 
kIlTIIMltrvllV , 

NEPAL 

u ~ u * • * U U Q U 
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NEW ISSUES FR~ NEPAL 

Mr. D. r . Pandey , the Officer - In- Charge of the Nepal Philatelic Bureau in 
Kathmandu , sent the following information (including stamps and FOes) re 
garding new issues frem Nepal - 1996 . 

Tuhn;cj!] Dela il 

Dcn,lInlo:!I;,'n, 

The Karnali Bridt;t .... bieh links Bardiyaand Kaibll ll iSlr ict5 ot Mid· wes tern 
:md FM · wesu~m Development Regions respecli\'dy h considered as lhe ga teway 10 
Fat - western Development Region of Nepal. It 11.1 '; 1!reall~ contributed for the 
development of transponalion facilit)' i n lnoll region. ConstrlKlcd over Chis.apani of the 
Kamali river , it has a length of 5(Xl meters and breadth of 11 .3 meters. TIle Slructure 

of the bridge is IYptC31 since it is the only bridge in the Kingdom constructed wilh:l 
singlc lOwu in cable Slayed sU\lClure. lnlOl.aJ length, the bml1!c hasan extension 0(325 
meters on the main span &. 115 meters on the side span which is tilt typical feature of 
this bridge. 1ne World Bank had COntritxued 90 percems of tile total cost for its 
construction :Ind tile remaining was shared by His majeSty's Government of Nepal. 

Present po."t~ ~~ stamp depicls the piC tUft of the KlrnJl i Bridge. 

Te<:bniC1l I Details 

I. DenOmlnatton R.s 11. 

2. Siz.e 29.0.48.2 mm 
3. Colour 4Colou~ 

4 . Quantity One million ,. Sheet Compo."It"'" 50 Stamr~ in each sheet 
6. Fonnat Horizonta l 
7. Process Orf·sel Lllho~Tdrhy 
8. Paper High qual ity Slamp par-:r 

•• Designer Monan NS. Rana 
10. Printer Governmenl Print ing Office 
Vienna, Austria . 

Issued by 
HMGIN POSTAL SERVICES DEPARTh1ENT 
NEPAL PHILATELIC BUREAU, KAntMANDU. 

'" ft;i\tl + "" fu;"" fa + a" ,., , 
Literary Personalities Series 

(:,) Hem R;li Sharm:l Re I,on 
Rs J.OU 
Ih :'iIM) 

Iht P:ullll;( l 'r;!~aJ Ilh;lIt.lrai 
(.:I IIh;III;,,,i nhikshu 

2. SIZe 
.1 , CulOllf 
-I Qu.mllt) 
~ Form"t 
o . Prn.:e,§ 
7. P;lflCl 

11 Sheet ,·"lIIpo."I1'''II· 
9 lX';l;n,·r 

)O~ -IO mlJ\ 

I:uur Cu lou r~ 

On~ millun ~a,h 

Vertical 
Ofr, se l Lithography 
High qua lity stamp Paper 
,~U 'lamps In each ~h,·cl 
/I. \I\h.lo N.S. R;In., 

10 Pl'Ill1er (jm,'rnmcnt Pn"t inf ulrtcc, '"'nn,,. ,\U\lfi:1 

h '"ClI hy ; 
II ,\J(;IN POST,\ ]' SEItVID ':S DEI',\RTI\ IENT 
NE!',\!. I'IIII.,\"I'EI.IC IIUIU:,\u. KATlI I\ \AN I>U. 
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A. Hem Raj Sharma 
(1935-2010 B5) 

Scholar Hcm Raj Sharma was born in Kathmandn 1111 :'W Ashadh 

1935 OS. In addlUon to his prlmaryedll("a lhul frllln his 1;IIIi\"l" I,nk n;IJ 

Pandey. Ill' ohlablcli cducaUon ffllm Gallj.!;ulllOl( Stwst rl ;111t1 11;IU; lllat 1 I 

OWl. TIle author of ploneerln!! ll;r;ll11llltT text '·C h ;lndrik,, ·'. had alsu 

c reated the work cal!ed "Kashyap S;mhUak" n hllmlku". lie W;I" 

decorated with ""Gorkha Dakshtnbahll" and c-onkrrecl with the tllle (If 

"Blddwutchhlromant" ( Eminent sch olarl ti)r his nlltst;uulil lL! , '(1I11rt 

bullon In Nepalese linguistic and Iltcrntllrt ' '\11111111.1-:11 hc j..Ia~M.; d uway 

In 20 10 DS. this hmllortnl scholar ts rellll"llllx·rt·d WIth /-!n·.JI honour 

and respec t. 

Present poslagc stamp Is broughl Ollt III commemorat ion of this 

talented lingUist . 

B) Padma Prasad Bhattaral 
(1953-2030 BS) 

Iwrn a t Ramechlmp Dlstrtct of Janakpur Zone In 1953115. sc-holar 

Padma Pras..,d Dhattaral had obtained hlsedtlt'allon from renowned 

tcachers like Modanalh. SomnathSlgde\ and l..axrnanShastrl, Being 

a membcrofthcn Royal Cou nc-Il Mr. nhattaral had alwworkcd In Ihe 

capacity of U1C principal ornoyal Nepal Sanskrit colkge sln('e 20 14 

SS. He was an eminentscholarorSanskrlt liIerature. Decorated with 

the honourof "Prabai Gorkha Oakshinbahll". he was confelTed with 

the title " Nyaya n.,tlla·' (Jewel or JusUce) In India as an honorarium 

orhts ollt st andlng t,-lenl. lie was also commended by the pioneers 

of Veda~. Purnnas. Justice. Literature and Ayurveda. He departed 

for heavenly abode In 2030 US. 

This postage stamp Is brought out In I"IIIllnl('1110raJlon of this 

scholars tlc personality, 

C) Bhawa nl Bhiksh u 
(1966-2038 B 5) 

Ac-rordlnJ..! 10 his horosc-ope. Bhawilnl l11ukshll 's d,II,· "I bh 110 .... 

rcc'nnlt-d a~ 1966 OS. where as In pmC'Jlcal he Is r t"lnn·t1 ; IS hOI"lI,'" 

III I fl71 115. A nowllsl fHld sl ory wrl\rr, nhaw;ullllhlkshll has lIIack 

il J.!1·I·al ,'nnlrlhlltltl ll hi NqJillesc Iltcmlllrl' 111111 nhWhl<"1I 11 fln! "'T "f 

' Klllhhllshall ' !n lll ru lllitl·ra l llrc. Hc worked as a ctlIlIJl·llr·~II,lr,III . ! 

In 4!OOH BS. ("rector ur Ikpnrt mcnt nf pllhlldty IIn lll 20 1:1 llS .11 1\1 

as an llc-adcmlC""ian of Hnyal N('pa\ AC'MJcIll), frol1120 l H 10 2C)4!7 lIS. 

11(' has pllbllshccl works uf ·1 s lOry ('ompllallons. 3 poelry l·olll pila · 

Unlls , " novels and 1Ill1l1t'r"IIS ulle ;1{' t pklys a nd cssnys. lie wa .... 

hi tI 1111 IIT4 I hy tl11" Mat!;U1 1'llI<lskar iMadan Prll.d . SaJIi,1 I'lu il'kal" 

ISaJhfl l'rl7.cl . 'l'rlhllll\":llI I'uraskar rrribhllvan I'rl~.l·l ""11' . fur lH~ 

QI1:tlitilllw and qllantit.lllvc work!'! in Nl'p<,ll-}.c Itt crallln' . Ill· 

Ikparlt"d fur ht'avenly abodl' ill 20JH liS . 

I'rc'SCllt pllstil~e ~IIIHlP Is brCIllJ..!hl oul In ('IIlHlIlt'(1I0ralioll uf tili :

v('rsa ltk IIth'rah"lIr. 
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Technical Ott,!! 

,. Otnominalions : 

q R'l61 h!ll]) 'l 'lhjl ill R'l1]) ca ~('Q 6'" 

Historical and Political Personalities 

(a) Kaji Kalu Pande 0.75 P. 
Re. 1.00 
Rs. 5.00 

(Ill Pushpa La! shrc~lh~ 
IC) Suvarna Shamshcr Runa 

2. Sheet rOmptN hon . 50 slump~ In each ~hccl 
) . Quantity Onc millon each 
4. Colour Four Colour~ 
5. Site )lU Jl 29.6 mm 
1'1 . Pupcr 
7. Formm 
8. Proces~ 
9 . Dc$igncr 
IQ.Printer 

Issued by : 

High quality ~lamp Paper 
HoriLOnlal 
Ofr - set Lithography 
K , K , Karmxh3t)'1I 
Government Printing omce . vlcnna.I\USlri~ . 

IIMGIN "OST,\L SERVICES l>EPARnlENT 
NEPAL PUII. ATELlC BUREAU, KATHMANDU. 

A. Kaji Kalu Pandc 
( 1770-18141l5) 

R.::~ .. rdcu ill Nepal.:::..: history as a symhol 01 !;I"Cal \"~IUI ,1I1l1 hrH'~ly "~I" 1'.1(1,,," ".1' 

the ddcSI sun 01 Bhim Raj ['antic. I t..: was hurn III 177l) BS 

RecCIl' lClI1 of the !rtle . KaJ' - f"1II1 King Prilh\'i N.u:l)'an Sh .. h ,he' Grea! io I SOO OS 

Katu Pande had bce<:n rel,!arded as a f1~h, h;mt!I,( thc Gr':;11 Kin~ t!uno~ lh,' unof" ",on 

campaign of Nepal. h was in hi~ Icadcr~hil' Ih;Il th ... ,;n;.1! Kin~ SUCHl'.k.lu, 5(llUl~ up 

a Strunl; Gorkha Slale by inlcg"'lIl1g Ihc S'l\i'U I'rill"'l"Ihl i~, of NII\,,'~"t,lkl~"I, N~Ic1I1I11 . 

Tat! i. Sihnlll Chow~ el~ . 

Continuously lakml! pan 'n IIN.: umlk~t'UIll'''lIIl'al~n IOf 14 l'''''\Cl'uti,'t' )(~IS . Kalu 

Pande sacrificed his life for the ctlunlry allhc age of 44 years un 191h k~lhol I g 14 liS 

in the lint hattk wllh Kirtipur in which h\.' was hc·heaok,t ~IUIlI:Wl1h numt""'l'us GIH kh,t 

soldiers 81 the hank or Oalkhu tl\"l'~ 

This postage stamp has heen tnucll in CQ tmncr1l{lr(niOQ of Ihis immort~1 SO il of N(p~1 

B. Pushpa Lal Shreslha 
( 1981-2035 1l5) 

L:ue ru.~hra Lal Shrl"tlIJ. who wa~ !>orn in 1911 I OS in Oha!;eri orRanll.~(hhar l)islricl. 
"""5 i , ~; , ins t inju'lIre and Iyranny ~in"e hi ~ early ehildholld. lie was inlluCflCed hy 
', 'IIU",U";" ro/lIl""'rhy ,inee t'Jt)K DS. Furminb the o.,~ni~aliun eomllll"ee "f Nepal 
Ctl\lInlun i ~t Pany on 22 AjlIil 1949 , he became lh.e founding General St'l:fC"13ry of the 
part)' on 15 Sq>l~'tllhcr 1949 alkr issuing: the maniresto of Nepol1 Communist Party 
A~ 3 puttl bUlt~1I " "'mher of the Nepal Communist Party he had led the N(r3 1 ~(C 
COlllmun"l 11l,'~II"1lI since its !irst rI:lllonal l'"nvent ion held in 2fI09 BS until the 
!llIrt! cunvenllOrl ul ~O I 9 BS. lie WJS known anlun1:\ Ihe people !'Iy !he dear n;lI1\C of 
l'lIshp;! Lal ur Mail~ l)~i unly. 

I'olilita l 1';lIly ~h"ult! he IKllil'y oncnktl rather th;ln leolOcr oriented was the prime 
mono uJ Pu,lipa La!. He was in ravo ur "I' People's uniled movement 10 end lhe 
Paneh.i)al r~~ime which came into reality in 2046 BS . He always used the Marxism 
trill efe~llH' mallner . He passcllllway in 2035 BS. 

This eomnlCn"Klr.ltive stamp has been hroughc out to hOrlOlJf the immortal communist 
leader who was always thoughtful \0 change Ihe people's life. 
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C. Suvarna Shamshet Rana 
( 1910-1977 A_ D_) 

Dorn in 11)10 AD a ~ a son of Hirnnya Shllmshcr Rana, Su v~ma Shamshcr hau 
contributed the Ncpalcs (Xlli tics hy founding Ncpal Democratic Congress Party. 

He servtdthe lihcr;uinn arrlly c\JJ\stitUled during the his torical democrat ic mn VC llh:nt 
(I f 2007 OS as a supreme C'l!lImanUcr in contrast to the fact that he was h"rn in the 
flIling Rana aUlocrOltic famil y .After the advent of democracy in the cnuntry he 'I:rved 
OIS a Minister of FinOln\:e ill the Inter im Joint Council of Ministers . ~k :It , o w\lrkc,1 liS 

Minister of Finance and Planning under the Primeministership of Matrika Pras:1d 
Knirala when the t:t>vcmmcnt o f Nel"'ll i Cont:rcss wa~ in power . Later he became tho,' 
chairman \If counci l of Minis ters in the all party coalitiun Guvernment . 

Hor'lOl.lttd with 'Tribhuvan Prajalantrik P-Jth' dreomtion. rhi~ rlft'OOm ti!;hterhttd3lways 
struggled for the Illtainment of democracy . pns~ed away in Calcutta nn 9 th Nov 1977. 

The Present postage Slamp has heen hmught oul in commcmor,uion of this immortal 
ronofNcpal. 

U * R ~ * * * * * » 

BOGUS TIBETAN REGISTRATION HANOSTA~PS 

Leo Martyn 

A new feature has been added to the "Reproductions" / "Facsimilies" / 
"Forgeries" of Tibet which first made the scene in the late 19805 . First 
the s tamps appeared , then crude covers with printed addr esses . Some si x 
months ago these covers were l1improved" with registration handstamps in 
various flavors - red, orange , blue and yellow . Illustrated below a re all 
the types I have seen . For more information see Postal Himal nos. 64 (p . 68) 
and 6B (p_54-S7) _ 

'. 

:~ . 

BLUE 
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Liechte ns tein I ssues Stamps with Tibet Theme 

by Al an Warren 

On June 7 . 1993 . the cauntry of Liechtenstein released a set of three 
s tamps showing a dance mask and por tions of paintings from Tibet . The idea 
followed on a special exhibition of Tibetan artifacts held in 1991 at 
Liechtenstein ' s National Museum . The collection of near l y 500 objects was 
donated by t he au thor and explorer He im ich Harre r who resides in Li ech
tenstein . Harrer wi ll be remembered for his popular book Seven Years i n 
Tibet and his more recent illustrated volume entitled Lost Lhasa. 

Two stamps illustrate scenes from thangkas or scroll paintings and one 
shows a dance mask . The tradition of thangkas can be traced to the 7th cen
tury . The 60 rappen stamp shows a scene from the tale of the ferry man . 
The ferry man was actually the Buddha in the incarnation of a prince who 
went to sea on a f erry with 500 countrymen , seeking riches so that poverty 
might be banis ht:!d i:1L home . Through various trial s tl,e ferry man not only 
protected his passengers , but also obtained the jeweled headdress of t he 
King of the Sea . This he brought home enabling his country t o become rich . 

The one franc value illustr ates from a thangka the tale of the fish . 
This time the Buddha was living as a king who sought to save his people from 
famine by sacrificing his own life to change into a l arge fish . He jumped 
from a tree and turned into the largest fish ever seen in the lake . The 
large fish was accompanied by o ther fish who took flesh from him and in turn 
offered themselves to the people of the country to eat, in order that they 
might avoid starvation. 

The BD rappen stamp depicts a religious dance mask representing a form 
of Buddha who acts as a so r t of umpire between good and evil . The angry 
e xpressi on and the pointed teeth of the mask point up the consequence of 
ev il deeds. The wooden or paper mache masks are also traced to the 7th cen
tury and the origins of the Cham Dance . 

The stamps were designed by Hans Peter Gassner and rotogravure printed 
by Helio Courvoisier SA . If still available , they may be order ed from 
Postwertzeichenstelle del' Regierung, FL 9490 Vaduz , Liechtenstein - set of 
three values = 2 .40 francs and first day covers = 4 . 20 francs . 

CLASSFIED ADVERTISING: FOR MEM"ERS ONLY 

One Insertion, per line $1.00 Four insertions , per line $3.50 
To calculate the nunber of lines your advertisement will require, count 74 
letters, numerals , punctuation marks and b l ank spaces between words. 
Appropriate headings will be used if not indicated. After receipt , the ad 
will appear in the next Postal Himal. 

WANTED: Q.ASSI C M() PASH..PATI COVERS FR(JI'I NEPAL . I will purchase a nd or 
trade better stamps and covers. Al so wan ted, better postal his t ory of 'India 
Used in Nepal', and unusual Nepalese covers from the 1950 ' s and 1950 ' s. 
Ex tensive price list of Nepal free for the aSking. Leo l'Iartyn . P .O. Box 
49263. Los Angeles, CA 90049-0263, U. S.A . 

Posta l Himal No. 87 53 3rd Quarter / 1996 



NEW MEMBERS: Areas of interest: [B]=Bhutan , [N]=Nepal , [T]=Tibet . 

Mr. Rudolph F. Bauer . 475 Long Rapids Road , Alpena , MI 49707 . U.S. A. [T] . 
Mr . Clark Leonard Miller. 4444 Garfield Ave . S . • Minneapolis . MN 55409 , USA [T] 
Mr . C. Narbeth , 6 Hall Place Gardens , St . Albans, Herts , AL1 3SP . Great 

Br itain . 
Mr . Fortune Wang , 3F 120 Chung Cheng 1st Road , Kaohsiung , Taiwan , Republic 

of China LT J • 

NEW LIFE ME~ER: 

Mr . Geoffrey Flack, P .O. Box 65987, Station F, Vancouver , B. C. , Canada 
VSN SL4 . 

REJOINED: 
Michael Rogers , 199 E. Wellbourne Ave ., Suite 3 , Winter Dark . FL 32789-4324 , 

U.S. A. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
James Booth , 3141 Westview Dr . , Beavercreek , OH 45434 , U.S. A. 
Wenhao Li, 3942 Aspen St. , Irvine , CA 92714 , U.S. A. 
Warren C. Lu , P.D. Box 470 , Alhambra . CA 91B02 -~70 , U. S. A. 
Dr . Kennedy L. Wilson, P.O. Box 357 . So . Thomas ton , ME 0485B, U.S. A. 

LOST IN THE HI~ALAYA' S : 

Royce A. Jones - can anyone supply an address? 

BAD< ISSlES AVAILABLE 

NEWSLETTER 11-24 I $. 30 each 
plus foll~ing postage per i ssue : 

U. S.A. EUROPE Bill 
$. 29 S. B5 $.95 

515 .00 for a comple t e set (11-24) in
c l udi ng post age to all areas . 

POSTAL HIMAl N25-6B a $2.00 each 
plus foTIOWing post age per issue : 

U. S . A. EURCP( ASI A 
5 . 52 51.35 51.51 

590 . 00 for a compl ete set (125 -68) in
cl uding postage to all a reas . 

POSTAL HI~L IS9-current i ssue g 55.00 
each plus ~ing postage per i ssue : 

U.S . A. ~ ASIA 
5.75 $1.B5 $2.27 

lNOE)(E5 

To all Newsletters and Postal 111"",ls 
~ \5 .00 !includes postage to a~as). 

$150 .00 for a c~lete set of 
Newsletters . Post a l Himals 
and Inde.:es (incl udes postage 
to all areas). 

Please send order s t o: 

Roger O. Skinner 
1020 Covirl9t on Road 
Los Al t os . Ca . 94022 
U. S.A. 

Pos ta l Himal No . 87 S4 

W. ' peela li l e In the Stamps 
.nd Postal History 01 Tibet. 

Mainta ining 0 1'11 01 Ihe 
Wo.ld', la.gest and mosl 
eomp.ehen'l~e s toeks 0 1 

Ihi, Myste.lous Land. 

SELLING? 
w, "" 11". yl 1"1,,"1,6 In s.u .. 

1n4I1'l dUlllt t m. o. CoIIK!;,n •. 

GEOFFREY FLACK 
P.O. 9 0)l. 85987 

Station F. V. neouver. B.C. 
Canada V5N 5L4 

Phone (604)986·3898 
FAX: 604· 98'8·4777 
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