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Officer's Corner
Message from our editor: "I need your article".

So I took my computer and searched in my
memory to find an inspiration. Because it is
2008, it is now exactly 25 years since I became
a member of the Nepal and Tibet Philatelic
Study Circle. This is not the only stamp
society that I belong to, but it is absolutely the
one with the most impact for my philatelic
interests. Let me give you a few figures about
these 25 years. As you know, I have three
different collections: Nepal Classic, Nepal
Postal Stationery and, at last, Nepal Revenues.
I collected with a passion and exhibited my
Nepal Classic at a local exhibition in 1987,
resulting in Vermeil. Two years later I was
awarded Gold in a national stamp show, and it
has been exhibited in 8 national and 8
international stamp shows. My Postal
Stationery was first exhibited in 1991 in a local
show and since then in 18 shows including 7
international shows. My Nepal Revenues was
first shown in 1998 and 7 times since then. The

Editor's Ramblings

We will appoint a new President and Vice­
President at the WESTPEX meeting. I, for
one, and I think that I speak for all of us, would
like to thank Dick van del' Wateren for all that
he has done for the Study Circle over the past
25 years: The knowledge that he has collected
and shared in his books on Nepal Postal
Stationery and Nepal Revenues, the
ambassador of goodwill that he has been for us
in his many, many visits to Nepal, and the
service that he has done as our Vice-President.
Thank you, Dick. I first met Dick at INDIA
'89 (see PH No. 57, page 1)

I am very pleased to introduce our two
newest Life Members: Mr. Johannes
Bornmann (of Germany) and Mr. Bruno le
Peut (of France). I believe that this is the first
time that we have welcomed two Life Members
in the same quarter.

I have finally finished putting together the
Cumulative Index to Postal Himcl! beginning
with Newsletter I and ending with Issue 132.
It is currently some 80 pages in length. It will
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awards that I received in these exhibitions
range from Silver in the first shows to Large
Gold in the later ones.
You should understand that all of this was

possible only through the help of the members
of our Study Circle, many of whom I have
visited in their own countries. I also have to
thank the many Nepalese collectors I have
spoken with and/or visited during most of my
16 trips to Nepal. Without everyone's help I
could not have written my books on Nepal
Postal Stationery and Nepal Revenues.
I wish our Study Circle a long life with more

and more interested collectors from Nepal and
elsewhere.
I am worried that we have not had a postal

auction for such a long time. This omission is
not good for our members. These auctions and
the quarterly Postal Himal are the two pillars of
the Study Circle. Keep up these customs.

Dick

be issued later this year after I have gone back
through it and finally gotten it into a useable
form.

I also want to reissue the Membership List at
the same time as the Index. There is a lot of
"white" space in the list because I don't have
member's collecting interests or their email
addresses - please send them to me if you want
them listed. Please give me any corrections to
the spelling of your name or your address. One
side benefit to having a membership list is that
if you are traveling you could correspond with
members in countries that you plan to visit and
suggest that you get together for lunch or
dinner. You might gain a new friend and you
should certainly have an enjoyable time
discussing your favorite stamp collecting areas.
If you DO NOT want your address listed,
please tell me. In that case you will be listed
only by name in a special section without any
other identifying information.

Please note Colin's new email address:
colinhepper@ aol.co.uk.
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A New Type Discovered on the British-Indian B25 Cancellation
Surendra Lal Shrestha

In the accompanying illustration of a cover,
from my collection, mailed from Bombay to
Nepal in 1887, you can see a clear strike of the
circular 'Nepal' Type B25 (Hellrigl) with the
date missing!

I hope that Dr. Hellrigl will agree that this
newly discovered postmark is a most unusual
sub-type.

The publication of Nepal Postal History by
Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl is now almost 17
years old. I would like to quote the following,
by his kind permission, from his book on the

datestamp type B25:
The Periodfrom 1883 to 1887
This datestamp resembles the previous
type but the characters as well as the
date digits are now much sm.aller. The
vast majority of this rather scarce
datestamp shows the year (figure 34)
while a rare sub-type does not show the
year. Of the latter, 1have seen but very
few strikes, all of 1885 (colour plate 13
andfigure 33).
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Letter to the Editor

The following two emails have been received from Rainer Fuchs

Dear Richard,

I have been informed that apparently in November 2006 the Tibetan government has officially
authorized someone in France (name and address can be supplied on request) to reprint the stamps of
the so-called issue of 1933.

I have contacted several Tibet representatives and have been asked to contact their office in France
directly but so far have not received any reply.

Does someone have additional information on that? Official reprints might have a major impact on
the stamps of Tibet.

Kind Regards,
Rainer

Greetings,
As many of you know, I design, update and host the NTPSC web site on my server. I also had a
discussion forum there which I disabled (due to spam) and some time ago replaced it with a more
sophisticated version. Today [November 02, 2007 - ed.] I have updated that software with the latest
version including enhanced security features, investing several hundred US $ from my own pocket.
It is a pity that virtually no member is actively using that forum. The forum can be found at the
same address at http://fuchs-online.com/forum/.

I already have created some discussion categories; they can be expanded based on your feedback.
So why do you not register and pmticipate actively in the discussions?

Registration is required for security purposes in order to keep unwanted guests outside. I, as
webmaster and host, am personally liable for the content on my server and I have to protect myself.

I am a member of several other philatelic societies who interact much more than the NTPSC
members, and wonder why it is like that.

I f you are not interested in such forums, kindly pass on the information to collector friends who
collect stamps and postal history of areas served by the NTPSC.

Kind Regards,
Rainer Fuchs

Rainer can be contacted at Mr. Rainer Fuchs, Am Burkardstuhl 33, 97267 Himmelstadt, Germany
or by email atrainer@fuchs-online.com - ed.
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Armand E. Singer
DannyWong

Danny Wong sent this article with a note saying that it is an article that he wrote in memory of
Armand and had it published in China Philatelic News on 23rd October 2007. China Philatelic News
probably has the widest philatelic circulation in the world. The editor of the News made some
changes so that the wording was acceptable to the Chinese public, but by and large the content is
Danny's. He also wrote about NTPSC in the article, but it was not published. - Ed.
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Dangpur Post Office
Derrick Dawson

The following article was written by DelTick Dawson and sent to me by Colin Hepper. As you will
see from the inside front cover Mr. Dawson has resigned from the Study Circle (he is in his mid 80s
and has sold his Tibet collection). For Dr. Hellrigl' s article, which he refers to, see "Dongkur Post
Office by Wolfgang Hellrigl" PH No. 132, p. 12 - ed.

5

The issue of Dangpur's location is entirely
one which should have been buried long ago.
The facts are all in favor of Waterfall and
against Haverbeck. Dangpur lies about 4 miles
west of Lhasa on the Chushu road and near
Drejung monastery. This is confirmed by two
maps in my possession, i.e.:

1 - "Lhasa" by Percival Landon, 'Times'
correspondent with the 1904 military mission
(Younghusband), map of the road to Lhasa.

2 - "Journey to Lhasa and Central Tibet" by
Sarat Chandra Das, published by Manjusri,
1970 reprint in the Bibliotheca Himalaya series.

Das crossed the Khamba La on 28 May 1882
and on 30 May wrote 'We halted for breakfast
... in the village of Shing Donkar belonging to
&twang Ragashar, one of the senor Shape of
Lhasa ... about a mile from Shing Donkar we
came to Donkar which is considered as the first
stage for a person traveling officially from
Lhasa'. At 4 pm that day he entered Lhasa
itself. It follows that if Dangpur and Gongkar
were identical he would not have travelled the
65 miles from Gongkar to Lhasa on foot
between breakfast and 4 pm on the same day (or
are we really to believe in levitation?!!)

One further comment on location: If Dr.
Hellrigl had possessed a copy of the excellent
"Tibet Handbook" edited by Gyurine Dorje and
published in 1996 by Trade & Travel of Bath he
would have had no difficulty in finding
Dangpur during his visit to Lhasa in the mid
1990' s. It contains a number of references to
Dongkur and a rough plan.

More serious is Dr. Hellrigl' s attempt to
equate Dongkur and Gongkar by a theory which
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is glaringly inaccurate and shows a
misunderstanding of Tibetan word structure.

He writes: "After all the Tibetan inscription
definitely starts with 'Go' not with 'Do'. He is
wrong, the Tibetan inscription is ~~ and this
is pronounced 'Do'. All Tibetan consonants
take the vowel sound unless modified. The 'g'
sound in the inscription is not modified by the v
('0' vowel). Why then is it not pronounced
'ga'? The reason is that Tibetan words are very
frequently found commencing with a prefixed
letter which is not pronounced in speech (rather
like or own Qsychology, knowledge). The
radical is in such cases the following letter. In
the case of the Dongkur cancellation the
characters in their original design (not marred
by apparent over-inking as in the P. H. article)
would be

- -
"Ql "\ "(. 1) "tTp; .

(:I""D °"5' t.1l<.et~ ')

The usual method of indicating the prefix,
especially in the commencing syllable, in
transcribing from Tibetan to Roman characters,
is to show the prefix in lower case and the
radical as a capital - examples, Gyantse
transcribed from Tibetan is rGyalrtse; Shigatse
is gZhiskartse,

I hope that this is clear and can only apologize
if all I have written simply stirs up the mud to
an even greater extent, but I think that the facts
show Dr. Hellrigl's conclusion to be untenable.

1sI Quarter 2008



News from Kathmandu
Surendra Lal Shrestha
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ICC World Twcnty20
GPO, KATHMANOU
11 - 24 Sep!. 2007

G. P. O. Box 72
Kathmandu, Nepal.

G. P. O. Box 72
Kathr.landu, Nepal.

The First Day of Issue of a new Postcard, a special cancellation
for ICC Warld 20 and a special cancellation marking the 250th
Anniversary of the Kumari Chariot (Kumari is the Living
Goddess - ed.)
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Book Review of A Catalog ofHimalayan Mountaineering Correspondence
Alan Warren

A Catalog of Himalayan Mountaineering Correspondence by Armand E. Singer and Robert F.
Gould. 126 pages, 8 Y2 by 11 inches, perfect bound, published by George Alevizos, Topanga CA,
2007. Approximately $50 plus postage from George Alevizos, PO Box 1408, Topanga CA 90290,
or from www.tibetanpost.com.

This is the second edition of a book originally
published in 2002. It expands that listing and
incorporates corrections to the earlier version.
Rather than a formal bibliography, the authors
describe major sources for background
information in a section following the preface,
entitled "Assignments, Responsibilities, and
General Acknowledgements". This section
defines the contribution of each author based
on the strengths of their collections. A rarity
scale, ranging from 'U' for unique to 'C' for
common, is assigned to each entry.

The catalog begins with a brief list of pioneer
Himalayan climbers whose correspondence or
autographs may be found. This was well
before the introduction of souvenir covers with
special cancels or cachets marking the events.
The catalog numbers are assigned
chronologically to postal and related items for
each climb, beginning with the 1921 survey
party expedition. Black and white, and
occasional color, illustrations add greatly to the
sense of history revealed by the entries that
include photos, letters, souvenir cards, labels,
and other items.

The first major listing is for the Mount
Everest expeditions, beginning in the 1920s and
highlighted with the famous 1924 British

expedition. The additional listings in this
section cover the Everest expeditions and
attempts into the 1980s, and include stamps
pertaining to Everest issued by several
countries up to 2002.

The next section covers the Himalayan
expeditions to peaks other than Everest, from
1929 to 1986, largely Gould's contribution to
the book. Related stamp issues are also listed
here up to 1996. In both listings, specific
expeditions are found in the chronological
sequence by year.

This revised edition includes an alphabetic
index of mountain names with catalog year and
item numbers associated with them. This index
also shows the height of the named peaks in
meters and feet.

The book lacks a proper title page to indicate
publisher, and place and date of publication.
The insertion of several illustrations with page
numbers such as 105A alters the subsequent
page numbering from the usual odd numbers on
the right hand pages.

This book was one of the last contributions of
the late Armand E. Singer to philatelic
literature, and stands as a wonderful record of
his Mount Everest collecting interests.
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A Letter to the Queen of Bundi
Colin Hepper

translated by Surendra Lal Shrestha

A recent acquisition of mine is the illustrated headed letter sheet with the impressed address,
Lakshmi Nivas, Maharajganj, Nepal. Lakshmi Nivas is the Royal Place in Kathmandu and the letter
written in 1935 was from Mohan Shamsher J. B. Rana to the Queen of Bundi suggesting a possible
merger of the Nepal and Bundi Royal Houses by marriage.
Mohan Shamsher J. B. Rana became the last of the Rana Prime Ministers of Nepal.
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CORRECTION: In a Letter to the Editor from Mr. Punya R. Sthapit (PH 130, p.9) his email
address is incorrect. For the correct address use either prs.69@hotmail.com or puast69@gmail.com.
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Technical Details

1 2 3

Subject: Nepal-Egypt Diplomatic Centenary of World Silver Jubilee of Nepal
Relations Golden Jubilee Scouts Cancer Relief Society

Denomination: Rs.5.00 Rs.2.00 Rs.l

Color: 4 plus phosphor print 4 plus phosphor print 4 plus phosphor print

Composition: 20 stamps per sheet 20 stamps per sheet 20 stamps per sheet

Size: 40 x 30 mm 40 x 30 mm 40 x 30 mm

Format: Horizontal Horizontal Horizontal

Quantity: 500,000 500,000 500,000

Process: Offset Lithography Offset Lithography Offset Lithography

Paper: High Quality Stamp Paper High Quality Stamp Paper High Quality Stamp Paper

Designer: Mohan N. Rana Mohan N. Rana Mohan N. Rana

Printer: Cartor Security, France Cartor Security, France Cartor Security, France

Thanks to the Nepal Philatelic Bureau for the FDCs
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Thanks to the Nepal
Philatelic Bureau for
the FDC

Technical Details

Subject:

Denomination:

25 Martyrs of Democratic Movement 2

Rs.2.00

Color:

Sheet Composition:

Size:

Format:

Quantity:

Process:

Paper:

Designer:

Printer:

Four colors and phosphor print

25 stamps per sheet

33.5 x 32.5 mm

Vertical

2.5 million

Offset Lithography

High Quality Stamp Paper

Mohan N. Rana

Cartor Security Printing, France
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Nepal Post Offices - A Continuing Series
Colin Hepper - photos by Jaya Hari Jha

R. L - ...... _....
Date. ". __ '" ...
D. R O. Achham

Achham District Post Office
is one of nine district post
offices in the Seti Zone.

Achham District Post Office

Sirkot Chhoti Hulak

Sirkot Chhoti Hulak is in the Seti Zone
and comes under the jurisdiction of the
Achham District Post Office.
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Bayalpata Chhoti Hulak

Jumla District Post Office

Bayalpata Chhoti Hulak in the Seti
Zone, comes under the jurisdiction
of the Achham District Post Office.

Jumla, situated in the
far west of Nepal, in the
Seti Zone, has had a
Post Office in the town
since 1881.
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Index for Postal Himal Numbers 129-132 (2007)

(xxx) =Issue Number xx =Page Number

Articles
One Rupee Court Fee Documentary Stamp by Paul C. Hager (129) 2
Back Issues of Postal Himal by Colin Hepper (129) 3
Unrecorded Tibetan Find by Armand E. Singer (129) 4
WESTPEX '07 by Roger Skinner (129) 8
WASHINGTON 2006 Photographs by Surendra Lal Shrestha (129) 9
Postal Himcll Index for 2006 (129) 12
In Memoriam Frank Joseph Vignola by Wolfgang Hellrigl (130) 2
In Memoriam Frank Joseph Vignola by Alfonzo G. Zulueta J1'. (130) 4
In Memoriam Frank Joseph Vignola by Armand E. Singer (130) 5
Bishnu Lal Shresta by Dick van del' Wateren (see also (130) 1) (130) 7
Equipment for Tibet (extract from The Spy's Bedside Book) (130) 7
New Color Names for Tibet by Bo Olsson (130) 8
Aachhape (no Postmark) by Colin Hepper (130) 10
Manipulated Tibet Cover by Bo Olsson (130) 11
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by F. Ann Hill (Armand's daughter) (131) 2
In Memoriam Wilfred Franke by Alan Warren and Colin Hepper (131) 3
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Jeremy R. Brewer (131) 4
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Geoffrey Flack (131) 5
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Alan Warren (131) 6
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Dick van del' Wateren (131) 7
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Wolfgang Hellrigl (131) 8
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Leo Martyn (131) 8
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Richard M. Hanchett (131) 9
In Memoriam Armand E. Singer by Larry Schwab (131) 10
Photographs of Armand E. Singer (131) 11
Lt. Col. T. Chamberlin, Camp P.O., the 1814-16 Anglo-Gurkha War by Armand Singer (131) 12
Increase in Membership Dues by Richard M. Hanchett (131) 16
NTPSC Meeting Notice (132) I
An Unrecorded C6 Postmark by Bo Olsson (132) 2
Nepal - The Sri Pashupati Printings - Perkins Bacon Archives by Colin Hepper (132) 9
Dues Notice by Richard M. Hanchett (132) 10
Himalayan Mountaineering Correspondence by Bob Gould (132) 11
Dongkur Post Office by Wolfgang Hellrigl (132) 12
Ka Sa (Kaj Sarkari) by Colin Hepper (132) 13
Study Circle Celebrates 25 Years as APS Affiliate by Alan Warren (132) 14
Postal Himal Award (132) 15

Congratulations
Armand E. Singer, - Gold and the NTPSC Award - "250 Years of Tibetan Philately" (130) 1
Dick van del' Wateren - Gold - "The Classic Period of Nepal" (131) I
Danny K. C. Wong - Large Silver and Special Prize - "Postal History of Tibetan Highland under

the Peoples' Republic of China" (131) 1
Postal Himal - Vermeil - Literature Class- (131) 1
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Cover Illustrations
(129 Color) from One Rupee COUlt Fee Documentary Stamp by Paul C. Hager
(130 Color) Black framed photograph of Mae and Frank Joseph Vignola
(131 Color) Black framed photograph of Armand E. Singer
(132 Color) from An Unrecorded C6 Postmark by Bo Olsson

Editor's Ramblings
Richard Hanchett (129) 1
Richard Hanchett (130) 1
Richard Hanchett (131) 1
Richard Hanchett (132) 1

Erratum
Mr. Deepak Raj Pandey is alive and well and not deceased as reported (128) 9 (129) 1
Correction to One Rupee Court Fee Documentary Stamp in (129) 2 (130) 16
Clarifications to New Color Names for Tibet by Bo Olsson (130) 8 from Fuchs and Olsson (132) 10

First Day Covers
2550th Anniversary of Buddha (129) 10
Chhatrapati Free Clinic Golden Jubilee (129) 10
Orchid Flowers Miniature Sheet (130) 12
Taekwondo (130) 13
Cricket (130) 13
Mt. Everest (130) 16
Golden Jubilee Nepal - Sri Lanka Diplomatic Relations (132) 15

In Memoriam
Frank Joseph Vignola (130) 2
Armand Edwards Singer (131) 2
Wilfred Franke (131) 3

Letters to the Editor
Requesting used stamps (130) 9 and Requesting members email addresses (130) 9

Nepal Post Offices A Continuing Series by Colin Hepper with photos by Jaya Hari Jha
Lumbini Chhoti Hulak and Manigram Chhoti Hulak (129) 11
Rupandehi District Post Office and Bara District Post Office (130) 14
Boudha Atirikta Hulak and Aadarshanagar Chhoti Hulak (130) 15
Makawanpur District Post Office and Bhawanipur (Jeetpur) Chhoti Hulak (132) 16

News from Kathmandu
New Post Card, Commerative Health Services Postcard NPB 2007 Philatelic Programme by

Surendra Lal Shrestha (125) 16
New Post Card from Nepal by Surendra Lal Shrestha (126) 8
Revised Philatelic Program for 2006, Golden Jubilee of Nepal's Admission to UPU, New

Registration Receipt by Surendra Lal Shrestha (128) 11
ElTor on 2004 postcard, seal of the 'Gorakha Bhakha-Prakash Samati, commerative covers for Bi­

centenary of Hans Christian Anderson and Golden Jubilee of Diplomatic Relations between the
Kingdom of Nepal and the People's Republic of China, 2007 list of Available Philatelic Items
from the Nepal Philatelic Bureau, new Nepal Registration Label by Surendra Lal Shrestha (132) 5

Officer's Corner
Armand Singer (129) 1
Dick van der Wateren (130) 1
Armand Singer (131) 1 (left blank in memory of Armand E. Singer
Colin Hepper (132) 1
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