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Editorial 

[f recent StatementS of prime minister 
<tnd polltie<tl leadc r1> <trc any 
indication, they .'>cern to be h~:ading 
towan.ls an agrcunent to extend the 
tenure of Const ituent Assemb ly 
throup;h the new amendment in the 
con~lituuon. A.., lc~c; than 4i days 
remam bel ore the tenure of ( \to end, 
poltucal parties, whteh arc yctlo scu le 
the mo.~jnr issues related to peace 
prou..,.., and eonc,utution '' nung. 
katkrc, nl poiJUG.d p..lrtiC'> sc~:m to be 
heading LO extend the tenure .IS ,,n ca'Sy 
\vaynut \lcanwhdc,theSuprcmct ourl 
rdusnlto rc\11.:\\ ll'> c..1ri1Lr dct t'>tOn lor 
the cxten!>.ion of the ( \term \ stnglc: 
lxnc h nl SC J U'>t icc "a mal Narayan [)as 
t'><;ucd Ll1l nrdcr Ln tht.'> dlc~:l 

ln'>Lead ol going lx:htnd an un<.~:nam 
pnlt tJeal cnur'>e, \\l have dcctded to 
take up the tnlcnution.ll mount.un 
conluen~:c <t'> a our nwcr SLOI) l)~:.,ptlc 

sc\ er,d eommnn.dtlles Jmong the 
mnuntai11 t•ount ncs around the world 
in LLnns nl ceo '>)''>Lcm and resource~. 
the\ ,m. \'t:llo com~.: doo,cr I rom \nde'> 
to lltndku'>h rcgwns and Africa, 
mnu ntain countncs arc more vul nerable 
tndtm.llcchangc than mhcrwunLrtC.<; 
\l J llmL when rt'>tng lcmper..llure 

eonLJnue'i lt1 all!.:ct Lhe overall ceo 
'>)'Stem of the hill...,, inc:rcasing h•mJship 
to the.: ltlc of Lhc pcnpk. lnLcrnauonal 
< .onlercnccol ).!ounL..Iin l ounLnc-.on 
( .hm.lLc < .hangc i.,a milestone. We look 
..It vanous aspects nlthc con lcrcncc und 
It~ llllPI'l'rance in the.: presenL context 
in the wvcr stOI) ~tnce Nepal ha., been 
in the f orcfront nl rai!-ti ng the issue of 
mounlain counLncs, ho~Ling 

mlernallonal conference ol mnuntain 
wuntncs ts anothcnmporL..tnl \tcp for 
Nepal. 
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NEWS NOTE 

Bangladesh National Day 
Observed 

Hanp;lac.Jcsh Embassy m \.cpal 
obsavcc.J the ..J.Ist 
lndepenc.lcnce 
anc.J f\;alional [)u y 
of Banghu.lcsh on 
26 tvlarch 2012. ln 
orc.Jcr t~1 

~.:nrn mcmomtc the 
c.l.l) the I mha~s) 
dre\V up progr.um 
in Lhn:~.: layer'>, 
\torn mg ~cssmn, 

Pa1<istan National Day Observed 
I mhassy ol Paki stan in Nepa l 

obscrvcu the nat ion a I clay o [ Pakistan on 
Marc h 2 ~ holding a rceeplinn in th e 
even mg It began wi th the playtng or 
\.,lllnnal An them'> or both '\epal and 
Pakt~t.tn anti atld rcss by <. hargL d ol 
PaktMan htghllghung Pakbtan \.epal 
rclaunns 

Dun ng the evening rece plinn, the 
\ ' ile ( l re~>ide nt ol Nepal was the C.htel 
( ouest Speaker ol Nepal's Consutuent 
1\s.~cmhl y, lnrmer Prime Vlim'>ters nl 
Nep.d, mtntsters, MP8, political leaders, 
memhersol the diplomaticcommunity, 
pr<lmtnen t JOUrna li sts and medta 
pcr'>nnncl, 1\rtn) ( hief anc.J •\rmed Pnllll 
( htcl were present 

( h.trgc tic afram; a 1 /\hmar Ismail nl 
Pa l\t.'>t..tn hntstcd th e naunnal I lag nl 
(lak ts tan at t he embassy prc mi sl.:'i. 
llalostant ex patriates in 1\Je pal a nd 
I; rn ha~'>Y stal [s attended t he ceremony. 
E l J T ean1 Calls On Govt, Political 
Party Leaders 

·1 he I uropcan L nion hac, .1c;ked the 
government .tnd pohucal partie'> ol 
Nepal (or raptd conclusion of the peace 
procc'>'> and early agreement nn 
constitUtiOn 

·1 he visi t ing delegates ol th e 
Eu ropea n [xtern al Action Se rvice 
(1·1 AS) led by \'iorellsticioa.ia Budu ra, 
lolk1wing political consultat ions wi th 
the government and major polit ica l 
parlles, urged all stakeholders in \.epal 
to forge cooperation towardseonclutling 
t he peace process at t he earltest and 
wnu nga new democratic and inclusive 
constitutio n within the stipu lated 
dead lin e. 

Press \teet and Ho'>ting ol Reception 
fhe morning 'iC'iSI On included 

hoisting of the \ation.tl I lag, paying 
homage tn the 
valiant freedom 
fi~hters and 
'hiranganas' 
l'vlcssages frnm the 
President of 
!Ltngl.tt.lc'ih, 
Prime \lmi~ter 
and the I oretgn 
~ 1mtc,tcr were read 
out 

Indian Embassy Honors U, l9 
Cricketers 

The Fmbas'!y ol lnd 1a honored the 
national team that completed the hat 
trtek at ACl l l II.) \-\ 'o men 's 
( hampionsh tp wllh ,, t \\O year 
'>Cholarshtp worth Rc, 'i,nnn per month 

I he 14 member team tncludcd 
slo ppcr Rub1na Chh ctry, ~hradd h a 

1\ryal, lndu Bcrma, Shilu R1jal, 1\abita 
C ;autam, Saraswali I< uman ( .haudhary, 
Mamta l<umari , Snnu l< hadka, Aarati 
Bidari , Drnpati l< un war, Prutikshya 
Ha.sy;.~l, Santnsh1 Kumuri CIHtudhary, 
~.tngcc ta (oauchan, 1\nu radh a 
C haudhary and Sara'>\\all 
\l,tp;ar 
Ambassador Yang Iloulan 
Opens Photo Exhibit 

( .h1ncsc Ambassador Y.tng 
lloulan was invited tn Nepal;\rl 
( .o un c il to inaug urate the 
photography cxhih1llnn lltled 
"A Candid Portrmt", ,md 1111tlate 
the websi te o l WW\\ 

photogr<tphynepal com 
In his address, Yang -..ud 

that '\epal is a count f)\\ tth riLh 
hic,tory and culwrc lie believed 
t hat suc h photog ra ph y 
ex hibitions would allow more 
people to see anu know about 
the unique tradition ol 1\Jcpal, 
and lurchcr promote t he 
development of art and culture 
111 "epal. 
Japan's Assistance For 
Khurkot Sub Health Post 

The Government of .Japan ha~ 
decided to extend finan cial 
assistaneeo£54,867 US Dollars; .... 

equivalent to approximately 4 ,.329,006 
.\cpalese Rupees to K.hurkot Sub-Hcalth 
Post in Sindhuli Dist rict. By utili::ing thi o; 
grant , Khurkot Suh llcalth Post will 
i m plementthe PrOJCCt for Constructing 
a RuUdingfor Khurkot Sub-Health Post 
in Sinclhult Di strict. This financi al 
assistance is ex tended under the Grant 
Assistance lo r (r rass roots lluman 
Security Project '> ( C r( rP) scheme of the 
Governmen t ol Japan tn Japan's Fiscal 
Year 2011 
Deputy A!>sistant Secretary Al yssa 
Ayres Vbits 

Dr. Alyssa;\ yrcs, the Deputy Assistam 
SecretMy lor South and Central Asia, 
arrived in Nepal for a five clay visit. In 
Kathmandu, Dr. Ayres meL with senior 
government of fic ml ~ and civic acti v ist~. 

She traveled to 11okham to visit variou~ 
bu-;incs'> and ctv il o;ocicty leade r'>, 
lol lowcd hy adtc.,euc,Mon on youth i'><>Ues 
wi th studcntc,at the American ( orner 111 

Pokhara. 
Dr Ay res <l'i'>Um cd her duttes a'> 

De: put y Assistant Sc:cretaty for South and 
Central A'iia 1n /\ugust 2010 She has 
ex tensive cxpencncc working on south 
a nd ce ntral As1.111 issues 111 bo th 
government .md pnv<tLc sector career'> • 
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'Nepal Airlines Received 21 Ministers But Not A Single Airplane," 
PABITRA KU\11AR KARKI 

l'rc,ident of Nep:~J As>OChtttOn of Tour und Travel At;CIII' (NAT'TA) 

After celebrating Visit epal Year 1998, the number of tou rists 
increased the followi ng year. \t\' hat are the chances of seeing a 
similar increase now? 

rhe main achievement of Nepal1 ourism \'car (ND') i'> increase in 
public awareness. I he number of tourists increased in 2000 after 
celebrating VtsiL Ncral Year in l998. We arc O[)timistic that the cllccts 
of NTY 2011 wi ll be seen in years 2012 and 2013. The carryover cl feeL is 
already seen by the number o( tourist arrival-; in the firsLLWo month'! of 
Llw, )'Car. 

T he government hasannouncctl Visit I umbilli 
and Investment Year at the twilight of ~TY 20 11 
and is organi z i n ~ va riou s program s for 
promotions, what effects arc you cxpe~.:tin~ to 
sec in the to uri sm sector fro m these 
an nou m."Cment.o,? 

I he government <1nnounced the~c camp.ugns out 
\Ve can .~cc on ly poltw:al rc.1c;ons bchrnd it. \t\'c a ll 

concerned as~ol'iations were in volvetl in each anti step wh ile mak ing 
pl<tns lor i'rl Y 20 11 and we all were prepared 

I he government dec lared the l1we.stment Year wit hout doing any 
homework I 1kewrse, similar is the 'Htuation with \ l<;lt I umbtnl 
1..1mpaign Till now, when compared Wlth l.l~t year, the numberol v1~1t01~ 
ha'>decrcased 1n lumhmi and clearly preparations an: lack1ng 

Abo ut Vis it I umbini year declaration, didn 't the govcmment 
discuss with 1 A TT A and other co nee rned stakeholders? 

No, we didn't dl.'>cuss with the govern mcnt anti we didn't have any 
clue about it e1ther \Ve only carne to know about the event when we 
received a card from the government tclhng U'> that the gmernmcnL will 
declare Visit lumrbn1 year and concludc \ n · at the same event 

W hat arc the main reasons behind fi xing the same fare by all 
t he airlines whk h arc operat ing intemat ional fli ghts for a whole 
year? 

Alter the [ abor ~1tn lst:r)' became hule smcL, the problem had 
decreased. Airlmcc,companies have helped a 1m w inerea<,e the number 
of LourisL'> in \cpal, !>Owe must be thankf ulto them. 

The main rea~>on bch i nd 'luch a sccn<~r1o is due Lo weakness of Nepal 
Airlines. In other countries, the national llag carrier sets the (arc, but 
111 Nepal it is not the case. Nepal Airlines ha.s received 21 min isters but 
not a s ingle airplane, so airline'> companies are doing as they 
li ke.(Karob:tr) 

CNI To Participate In Boao Forum 
i\ team representing Confederation of Nepalese Industries (CN I) 

will par ticipate in a h igh-leveJ conference organized by Boao Forum 
for Asia in the llainan state of China 

L·pon theinviLation £rom theBoaolorum,Lheteamled b> ( .NI president 
Binod f..:umarChaudhary will he-ad for the conference. Other members of 
the delegation will include Anuj Agrawal, \'ice-President of C [\ [ and 
Sujit Acharya,Aclvisorm Clean Fnergy Development at ( Nl. 

BUSINESS BRIEF 

"No Condition To Provide Loans" 
MANOJGOYAI 

Chicl EXL'CUti wOrfiL-er of Clean Eucrgy Ckvdopment llank a11d 
pt·e,icJcnt of DevclopuJcnlllankct'<' t\<~ociatiou Nepal (Dlli\N) 

B•tlancc sheets of all the banks were very bad , 
why? 

There are L wo reasons fort hat First when there 
wa<; excc<;s liquidity, Trea'>Ur)' htll's rate came down 
less Lht1n a percent. But , the rates provided hy bunks 
had still not fallen. Along wrt h the rise in liq uidity, 
bank's cost also increases strnu ltancously Loans were 
not invested properly. Secondly, due lo bad dcnl'>\11 
the real e'itatc and in the tran'>portation sector 
(Tipper, llcavye4uipment)tlurmg 
the penod rh is increased losses 
So, due to interest rates and batl 
debts, b.dancc sheets arc very weak 

Ti II when will tb b s ituation 
exist? 

1 he'>eLwoproblcm.,wdl not be,___.__ ____ _, 

solved 11nmediatcly: 1 hcsitu.ltH1n wi ll slill exr..,tlnr 
tlnot her I 2 years. 

W ill real estate sector take banking sector to 
the graves along with it? 

1 hr'> wd I not happen I he money gone 111 the rc<ll 
e!>L.tte 1~expendcd, not lo'>L I he value will alway'> be 
there. On ly 1n bank's balum:e sheet, had debts .Lnd 
unrecovered interests wd l he .seen 

I iquidity is on a rise. But, in vestments have 
not been li kcwise. W hy have banks not been able 
to in ve1-.t ? 

In Lh1s tlmC, we cannot prnv1<.lc loan~ There\\ as 
li4u1dity crisis lor a long urnc and then litiUitiiLy 
inc 1T<L~ed suddenly. Norrnal rncrcac;e is 10 12 percent, 
hut in ou r scenario, it increased by 22 2 ~ percent. 
1 he money we have received cannot he risked Banb 
will try tO invest it securely \\'c should not rcreaL 
mlstak~., nf the past and we arc m no concliuon to go 
back to real estate and .,hare market. 

There are talks about prod ucllve sectors. But, 1n 
what shou ld we invest? In the productive sector we 
cannnL recover money quickly. V/c can comm it 10 
billion to hydropower, but lt wi ll take three year'> Lo 
recover the money. (,\:tgurik) 

-1 he Boao Forum 
is a non -profit 
organization that 
hosts high - level 
forums lor leaders 
horn government, 
bu<;tnC'i'> and 
academia in Asia 
and other continents. 
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COMMENTARY 

Judgementality 
YUI3Al~<\j GHL\tllRE 

l:ive individuals who also happen to be the judges of the a<>'>Crting that the judges should not be asked to take oath 
Supreme Court (that included the Chid J usucc) were invited once again when the new constitution i'i promulgated. But 
by the dispute resolution committee consisting of leaders from failure on the part of the judges then to resist -fresh oath 
four major political groups. Vfadhav Kumar "\cpa!, a former would land them in troublcno maller what the five judges may 
Prime Minister and the leaders ol the Communist Party of have told before the political committee. II they can take oath 
Nepal ll nifiecl Niarxistl.cninist (CPN LIM I ) vented his ire: because th ere was a provision in serted in the interim 
j ud1ciary needs to purily itself. He also said that judiciary ha~ constitution, how wi ll lhey resist it if a ·r ull llec.lged constitution 
not cooperated when he, ac; the Prime \llin1stcr, tried to begin to be prepared by the C.onstituent As.'>Cmbly hac; that provi-,ion? 
the road expansion in the capital. In a way, he ~etthe tone for A compromise made b)' the judges then will prove to be a ~lur 
'/wc/c11' (give and Lake) With the judges on the independence of juc.IJciary forever In the future 

I he judges attcnd1np; th e su mm on of the po liti ca l o doubt, the JUdges told the committee that havi ng a 
com mit Lee will bring the judiciary to public for many days Lo .~epu ratc conslitutional court was undesirable and that the 
come, il nnt month '> and ye~trs. independence nl ,iudiciary 
'lh~rcarc(armorcimpormnt that is also lmked with the 
I'>.'>UC'> that need to he t'>suc ol appointment of 
clanl1cd here. One, the live judge'> '>hnuld be 
JUdp;cc, who went there were mamtamcd ..lt an} cost 1 rue, 
there purely on th c1r se ttin g up o l a separate 
tndlvidual capac ttic.<;. rhcy const tlut inmd court wd I 
may have put lorward many retluccthc Supreme C.0u rttn 
tm pmtant and rtp;ht t.<;sues, an cxu:n~ton ol the cxccullvc, 
hut that '>hould be taken somcth1np; :-.J,tol'>t'> \\Ou ld 
pure I} a'> thc1r tndl\'ld u .. d ''.tnt to pur.,uc very 
\'lcwo;, and 1n no way, the scnously But tndcpcndcncc 
vtcwpoint o l the Supreme n,l the )Udtciary is not 
(.nurlasan institulinn some thing a po lt tica l 

I he judges apparently commJLlcc W11uld he able to 
t ncd to plead their t:•t'it:., on lathnm Not too long ago. had 
hended knees that the Prachand.t -.a1d that he 
Supreme ( ourt''> role wa'> no Chief Just•ce Kh•lraJ Regmi reeognl'>cd only the 'people'., 
lc.'>~ prommenL 111 hav1ng democracy restored almost parallel court' and not the Supreme Court. I nc1dentally, hi'> comment 
to the people's movement nf2ll06 as It h..td , among other things, had come in conn cellon with the Supreme C .nurt's verdictth~tt 
thsm tssetlthe Royal C. om mission set up hy the King's regime thcC .onstitucn t Assem bly will stand dts'>nlvcd even if itlmlcd 
to try 'corruption cases' against some leader~ including fnrmcr to have the con.stituti1m del ivered b)' May 27 (2012). 1t may nnt 
Pr11nc i\l inister Shcr B..thadur Deuba No dnuht , it wao, u have been a coincic.lcncc that the summon to the judges W.t'> 
l..tud .. tble verdict h)' a I ull bench of the Supreme Court headed l'>'>ued a day bel ore It was w deliver 1tc, judgment on the 
hy An up Raj Sh..trma lu.,al-;o a \'Cry clcarca'>C thauhe Supreme ma111ta1 nahi I it} ol J:C\ ICW petition on ito., l,t<,t verdict on the 
CnurL was free and independent even dunng that regime, tenure ol the I louse .Judges he1ng Independent .tnd 
.o.,omcthing that cannot be said about post2006 April situauon conscien tious 'ihou ld nm be enough, they <; hould be seen a<, 
I ;onhcjudges to point out a judgment del ivered by a bench in being one. AI Lcr all , when we talk about independence or 
the past as a pool ol their c.:ommitmem to democracy, and beg judiciary, it mean~ independence and freedom of the judiciary 
on that basis the '1ndcpdcnce' of jud 1c.:1ary in the f uturc as an institution , and that of individual judges And going by 
con'iliLUtion only betr,l)''i lack ot confidence and conviction what :-. ladhav Nepal sa1d on the occao;1on wao, not charilahlc 
on these core valucc, either 

I ndcpendence of JUthciary is an integral and inseparable Thefactthat the commit tee has not called any other legal 
part of a constitution akmgwit:h full respect to tbe principle ol lummarics to discuss the ' luture judiemry' and only sen1or 
<;cpa ration of powers. Baburam Bhattami and Prachandaare the .i udges of ~he Supreme Court merits criticism. As theCA is out 
ones who have been advocating lor doing away with the principle to cu rtai I the process ul i nteracling with the people and 
of separation of powers and independence of judiciary. They stakeholders, it merely pcrlormecl a formality Bm there arc 
wanted a commiued and captive judiciar> that would be ominous signs that judiciary would not be as independent 
accountable to the leg1slaturc. They have not given up on that and f rce as it was under the 1990 constitution. It is clearly 

Soon after the 2006 April movement, the judges in the going to be a 'regressive and anti-people' constitution. 1hc 
Supreme Court were asl<cd to takefresh oath on the basis ofa Lrcaunentmetedto the judges, and the lactthat they swallowed 
provision in the interim constitutionThejudges society is not it cells it aiL• 
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Mahato, Gachhadar, Prachanda and Dr. Bhattarai 

POLITICS 

Shifting Alliance 
M 'ith w · without the c.:vm;til'lltion, politic.:al stubilitysbows oo sign of coming 
even ultcr /Vft1y 27 

13y A CORRESS POI\DENT 

Known radi ca l leaders or LTC PN l lM I leader Madhav Kumar Nepal and 
Maoist Mohan Baidyaand DcvCurung l iM I chairJ halnath Khanalorten meet 
went LO orrer co ndolences LO Ncp<tli and come out with asLaLement thatthcy 

-- --~------

POUTICS 

th an the visible ones in exercising 
political powers. 

lle argued that Nepal's political 
all lance are made and broken strange! y. 
Fori nstance, Nepal's com m un isL parties 
hold more than two thi rds in theCA 
However, leader Raburam Bhattarai of 
radical l..ICPN -Maoist prefers to head the 
coal it ion with rightists and regional 
parties I ike Mad hesis. 

Prime M inistcr Dr. 13hattarai is a pro 
Jnclian stooge for Maoist ideologue 
Mohan Baic.l ya Kiran. Rut they we re in 
the same grou p, known <ls Dhohighat 
plaLlo rm , to preve nt Maoist leader 
Prach<lnda From becoming the prime 
mln tster lepal has a long hbtory ol 
making and breaking unusual alliances 
lor the pu rpose ol the visible player.~. 

Ne pal i Co ngress, whose worken 
su fl ercd a lnt during the people's war, 
joined the front clom ina ted by all radical 
lef tists LO overth row the liberal system 
and momm:hy. Sim ilarly, Baidhya, who 
is said to be communist ideologue, and 
i ~ call ing to est ablis h th e peop le's 

C:ongres!'l leader Shcr 13ahadur Deuha, h<lveagreed LO rnal<ceoncessions. communist republic, has just made an 
who was mourning his father's death, in .llowevcr, their commitment!> rarely alliance· wit h et hn ic and caste l:nlscd 
his house in Bud hanil kanth<\. When materialize. Whether it is in the peace 
they were La I kin g, Nepal i Congress proecss or cnnstituLion writing, they are 
leader Ram Chandra Poudcl also joined several age nda a[)a rt to ma ke 
in the discussions. agreements. But, all these issues can he 

Prom rad ica l Maoist leader Baiclhya seuled withi n a minute as there arc not 
to NC leaders Deuba and Pouclel, all were many id eological d ifferences among 
discuss ing wbaL was necessar y to them. 
pro m uJgat e th e co nst i t u ti011 and "One of the positive sides of Nepalese 
concluc.le the peace process before the politicians is t bat they can sit together 
May 27 deadline. "I am not an opponent despite their politieal dill erences. This 
o l th e const ituti on and the peace isa hopcful signthatyour countrywill 
process,'' saicl Baidhya, who is pr~jected take the right path by promulgating the 
by media as a hardl iner. Nepali Congress new constitution and concluding the 
leader Deuba and Pouclel indicated the peace process,'' said a western diplomat 
possi bility of a comprom ise on the on condition of anonymity. "Tbese kinds 
integration issue. of heart to heart relations are not there 

In informal meetings, Nepal's in other partsofSouthAsia." 

gr~1ups to laun ch an agi tation. As a 
communist, Baidhya was supposed to 
raise t he issue ol classes rather than or 
castes. Marx,l.cnin , Stalin and Mao were 
able lll make revolutions through the class 
w<u·. However, Nepal's uluttleft communisLs 
and other com munists are harping on Lhc 
agenda of ethnicity and caste. 

One may noL be surprised at th e 
upsurge oi any kinds of alliances. As the 
prominent consLilutional lawyer said, 
all iances arc made and broken not on 
the wish of visible players but clue to the 
invisible political players. "l his was there 
in the past and it will be there for a long 
time to come. 

Jn a )JOliti.es of cOJl tmdietions, whether 
political leaders show a very human and But, their heart to heart relations and 

there is a constitution or not, be it in responsive behaviouramongoneanother. commitments to bring stability back in 
However, their poscure isclifferentwhen the co untry arc rarely getting peace or violence, it is almost certain that 
they speal< in the publie. materialized. Their statements rarely Nepal has to go through a long process 

Not only Baidhya, Congress leader matter in the context of decision maki-ng. before installing a political stability. 
l)euba, Prime Minister Dr. Baburam Nepal's renowned consti tutional lawyer Nepal's hard reality is that t he 
Bhattarai, U CPN -Maoist leader Pushpa and polit ical analyst Ganesh Raj Sharma statements and relations of Nepal's 
Kamal Dahal Prachanda, Nepali used to say that Nepal's poll tical reality political leaders are less a matter ~n the 
Congress leader Sushil Koirala and CPN- is that invisible players are more powerful process of final negotiations • 
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FACETO FACE 

Federal Republic Irreversible 
By PUSHPA KA MAL DAllAL PRA CHA NVA 

I here is no option before us other than to promulgate the 
new constitution. V\'c have no option now but to complete the 
peace process by \lay 27, 2012. If we (ail to complete these 
t wm tasks, the people will put the blame on us. As disputes 
.tmong the major pohllcal rm·tics have grown, regressive forces, 
t!Mt have been making efforts to come back, will benefit from 
this. AL thi!:i crucial junct urc, the clcmand lor Prime Min ister 
Bahuram Bbattarai's n:signation will lead l he count1y towards 
"d,trkncss and uncerta i nty.~ 

It J<; sheer irrcsponstbility to seck the 1es1p;nation of Pmnc 
\luwncr Bhattanu I thmk thts is not the soluuon, to fortt' 
BIMtt.tr.ti to step clown .tt a 1 imc when the p.u t 1cs l1t1vc only two 
months left to compktc the peace and n1nslltuuon wmmg 
prou:sses. I have already held meetings with leaders of vanou/-i 
pol it ind parties, including nur party cnltll'atk s. Despite their 
pn·ssure tactics, our party leaders will lin,tl ly unite lor the 
t.lllsc nl constitution .tnd peace pnxcss I his is just a 
ll'lllporclf) phenomt·non II necessar}. thl t.tbmet could bt• 
tcshulllcu. llowcvt·t, Bh.tu,uai's btdcrshtp ''til tcmain there 
u 111 d the panics agree 1 o a n;tl ion a I consensus government .ts 
l'll\'tsagcd by the scvt· n po int undn standing s igned on 
,\Jowmhcr I, lm;t year. 

In the present polit it;d deadlock, l hc \Ltmsl party is the 
only nne party, tht· opposiuon panics .Ul' .tl-.n rt·sponsiblc lor 
lltt tki.L} in formmg .1 consensus govcmmt•nt I .un vcty 
sut pnscd to sec tht• du.d t h,tractcrs ol k.tdns I arlict, tlw 
B.udh}•a c.unp c,unt· wtth ,, ddcg,ttion to .~sl< lnt' to nomnMtc 
l!.tlmt,,mji as the prime ministerial candid.tll', and now tht· 
same de legat ion has been demanding t hat I .wc nh rnw 
ll,d lLl ra 111 j i 

I 10111 within ou1 p.trt > .Lnd outside, cllnns .tre being m.ttk 
hy \.trtous lat·t tons to s.tbot.tge tltt' consutuunn and pc.ttl 
ptntt'ss \s the t·outHI} l1.1s .tlre.tdy cmh.u h·d on a nc\\ 
pnhutal phase, tt Js unposstblc to 1 cvcrsl' l he pnxe<>s. Pmpk 
nl \Jt'p,tl have .drc,tdy dt•ctded thc11 dcst tny by chnostng 
lt-ckntl, republic and sccnlar Nepal. !'his is 1 he mandate nl 
1 he people and ( onstituem Assembly has tn work LOwards thcst• 
dirl't' llons. L:ver)' pnlittt·al party has dil l t' ICI1lCS within l ite 
m.un c,lltse ol the inu ,t p.uty rilL is th.u \\c want to condudt· 
t ht pe.tLT proces.-., but 1 he} w,mt to sahot.tgt l he whole prcxt•ss 
Su1ee the process h,t<; .tlreacly moved lmw,mJ, Jt is unpossibk 
lot US tO go back Of tnurse, l here arc telt,un hiccups in thl 
cnlto;t it ution writing and peace. vVithin 1wn months, we wi ll 
settle everything. ·1 he issue nl form of government <md stale 
restructuring wi ll he seltkd through negotmtions Solar iL'4 

tht· number ol st.Ltcs is conceTned, it wtl l be decided in 
ctccmdancc with the pohLit:al agrcemclll \I} proposal is lm 
17. provinces. \\'e ttll1 come to a compmmt..,l' Provmces must 
he named on the bast'> of idenrit)' and Cclpabtltty. In the mune 
nl l'apabiJity, there is no question to gtve up the issue nf 
iclenti t >'· 

11 is unimtunate that some so-called civil society membeis 
have saboraged the visit of L ~ Secrct<u)' (;eneal Ban Ki Moon 
to I umbini Had he come to ~cpa!, it would have given a 
positive message about 'epal's peace process and constitution 
"riLing. The visit would have enhanced Nepal's image at the 
t n tcrnational arena. 

P11chanda is :t c/111irnuw of T!CPN-Maoist. t l ~told w medifl persons. 

On R evival Of Monarchy 
By JVI!I f, l f T!II IPA 

The country has been passing through a very serious crisis. 
Due to the irresponsibility of political leaders, the country's 
identity and nationaltsm are under a severe threat. This i'> 
time for us to think about the preservation of the country rather 
than writi ng the consutution and complcung the integratiOn 
process. After removal of monarchy and proclamat ion of 
lcderalism, the count ry is heading towan.ls ethnic divisions. 
·1 he divisive trend '> conLi n ue lo rule the country. In the presen t 
context of unccrLai n l y looming at the hnrb1ns, all)! epale'>e 
need to unite for the cause of the n.tlinn ,111d nationalism 
RPP '\cpal ha'l been warning or thi'> 0\'Cf the last year'i, but 
nobody paid heed. 

<.;iven Lhe pre.'>enL political scenario, it is almost certatn 
now that it i.s impossibk to promu lgate the new conslituttnn 
by May 17. As per the verd ict oJ the Supreme C .ourt , the dnnrs 
to extension ollenure ol Consti tuent As~em bly have alre..ttly 
c lo-.ed An)' move lo e.xtencl the tenure ol C A wdl he 
uneonc,titution.tl and unethical \ \'c" til nppo'>c such a 111\1\'C 
In thtc, COnLCXl, .tiler the expiry or the tenure ol ( onsutucnt 
As..,embl)'. the counll)' has lew opllons I ell otherthantogo fnr 
a rclcrendum on muJnr is~ucs 1\.lnnarchy, l li ndu Rcl1gion and 
l·ctleralism. Only t he dee1ston taken through a relerendum 
and di rect optntnn ni t he l1eople can decide such important 
I'>'>UC.'i 

\\ hatcvcr kader'> nl poltueal p.trtic'> have hccn s.tying,thclr 
actions have <tlrcad) '>hn" n that they arc nett her senou~ .tbout 
peace nor consutulinn wnung. II they could nol wntc the 
cnnst ll ulion and concl udc L he peace process 111 t he la'>l I our 
year'>, they cannot del iver the consti tuLinn in the remaint ng 
two months I he crhis t.'i inevitable now .tnd the remaining two 
months cannot dcltvcr the constitution 

I don'tthink the cnmliLution can -.an.: the nation and nn 
cnmtitution can repl.tce the nat inn \.ow tll'> not the lime to 
t.dk of the con~oliLLtt lnn, but instead we have to work tnsave the 
mttton. The people shou ld now concenln.lle thc1 r cnli re el l nrl'> 
on how to protect the 11ation and Ne pal's own identi ty I he 
coalition government led hy Bahunun ll h..tttarai i'> one nl the 
mn'>t corrupt governmert ls in the history ol :-.lepal I rom prime 
mtnt'oter to tmmc,ler, .lll of them .trc looung [he country''> 
treasury .\lam..,tlc.•dcr.ship c\·cn grabbed the money gi\·en Ln 
t he1 r cadres. Although it was withdrawn lollow1 ng a ma'>!ltve 
protest, Prime ~1 i nt.'>tcr Bhattarai has shnwn ln what con text. 
Since t his governmen t has alrcady been proved as the most 
corrupt and irresponsible one, P'vl Bhall.trai shnuld tender hi!. 
resignation at the earltesL. "\ot on ly the peop le·.~ trust , Pt\1 
!!hauarai is abo lo~111g his ground'> in.,idc hts own party as hi '> 
own pany colleagues do not trust htm It is the weakc'>l 
government formed ever in this country 

Monarchy ha'> been shoved off temporarily. The gco 
pol itical, religiou~t, cultural, and political background is stil l 
ideal for a monarchical rule. Nepal is going to face a major 
political crisi'> after \ l ay 17. Political part ies have already 
looLed the country and people arc very frustrated with them 
I here is no alternauve LOa fresh referendum on the issues ol 
reinsta[ing Nepal as a I hndu nation and on the future of 
constitutional monarchy. 

Thapa 1s a prcSJdclll oj RPP Nepal Based c>n IllS mcdw mt cracr Wit 
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BOOKWORM 

Must-read books on Nepal 

The Story of Silent Years 
l3y BIPI N ADHJ KARI 

Tire Silent Cry is the story of the People 
ol unified 01epal dunng a trying period 
of adjustment and searching of goals 
I hrs story begins wrth the Treaty of 
.Sug.ntli signed in lA 16 and continues 
through to the death of Prime Minisu:r 
Bhim Sen rhapa in IA$9. 

In tllis book, I udwig F Stiller, a 
lt,lding I\'cp.1lcsc historian, has 
dcsc nbcd the ·1 rc,ll y of Sugauli as ·,1 
lxgmning rat her than an end to i\epal's 
llme of troubles." rht• lrcat)' was Signed 
on [kccmbcr 2, I!Wi and rat ifi ed by 
\lan:h 4, HH6, bctw~:e ll the British l.ast 
l11di,l Comp<ln}' ,1nd f\lepa l ending the 

LUD WIG'· STILL!II, S.J. 

Lud wig F. stille r, S.J. , TJJC Silent 
Cry The People ol Ncp:tllB/6 

/8J9(Kath mand u: Sahayogi 
Prakashan , 1976) 

Brit,Lin in the \l\'a1 ); territory to the west In the last chapter, the author has 
of the ~lahakali Rl\'er hke Kumaon and restated the majonhemes ofTiu: Silent Cty 
(;,uhawal (present Indian st,lte of and tried to cxpl.lin the nuances of this 
l luarakhand); some territories to the west title 
of the Sutlej Riwr like Kangra (prcsl'nt According to St dll'r, the silent years 
day ll imanchal Pmdcsh); ;md much l)f 'the years ol unheard ny' were the cry 
the Tarai region 1\ part of the ·1 arai -nl the common Nepalis in the postwar 
Region was restored to Nepal under a perspective I he cry \vent up from ruml 
revi'lion olthc lleat y ,md more territory '\cpal It "•lS ,, Cl) of (Min <Uld .1 cry of 
".t.'i returned in 1~6'i to th.tnk i\ep.ll lor protest ag<~ino.,t olf1c ial mdif lercntc to 
hclpmg the Rrit ish to ~uppress 1 he their plight It w;~o;the Cl)' of the system 
Indian rebellion ol IA57 t·alling for changt· \t the root of t ht· 

rhC' Si/ent Cry isabookthatdescribe:; problem w.u-; the new ly set up 
Nepal's people .u1d thei r polity in the ,tdministmlion. th e La .-: and revenue 
next twenty tiHec years a lter the system, just1cc pro~:t·ss, and lac!< nl 
,,,Ldic,lllon nl the.. lrcaty ol Sugauli It IS protetllnn to tht· common people I he 
the penod tl1<1t lw; ht·en l.trgcly 1p;n111t'd <..r) went unhc.ud \It hough he ,,dm·,Td 
111 the modem lu~llll) ol i\cpal .1 great de,d lnr i\epal when ht· 

l he hook 1s d!VItkd mto lour palls. sHct·eeded 1n g,un rng ,, restoration nl 
rlw I irs t t b ret: d1aptcrs providt: an mme ol the ·1 .11 a1 land 1 han the Briush 

a11alysis of ti lt' sit tmt ion prevailing in governor gc..·ncral hall I irsl envisio ned 
'\Jepal at tht: timt· l'lus analysis cnvns whc11 he rn,ttk· lm proposal in IRI6 But 
t ht: seeds ol lOnl lit t with the B11tish people w,111t t•d mMe clllt'IL'nl 
lmh,l, the lr<llllll<l ol dek.1t of the w,u, administration, some rcgul,u ,1nd 
the details ol Vl1l,lge '\Jcpal at that lim~: atceptcd channds ol ulmmunlcallon'i, 
.tnd government cnnstrarnts in the post n:lrcl from tht· bu1dcn oltaxts, and sn 
war perspective. on. It apj)CillHI 1n the ii i lent years that 

In l he r Ollrl h, I if t h and sixth chaplcrs, Thrtpa wa.~ COI1L'l'1'l1Cd pri rnari ly about 
t lw author covers t he nmvcmems or f\lcp.1l his own posit1nn in sot·ict y lie remaint•d 
towards greater r1Hcrnal unity at the a strong promntc1 ollus lamjly intr1csts 
rcg1onal and ,,Jiage level ,t., well as the I he csscnual !allure ol the Rhun .Sen 
obstacles that Iunde red that gmwt h I hapa's admmlstr,lllon was simply .llal k 
llcrc the authn1 dtals with Bhim Sen of vision as to how to run the new ly 
'I hapa's au t hority, t he Ne pal China unif ied coun try. St il ler points out 
all air, the resto rat ion of Tarai, t he Bhirn Sen Th<lpa lost touch with t he 
imrigue in Kathmandu, <lrmy di~content , people of f\lcpa l because he l,lckcd 
.tnd Nepal's involvement with Sindhi,\ vision; ,mel thl' pt•opk of l\epal faded to 
I lis analysis of the growth of unit}' and move towards .1 greater unity and,, ll ue 
revenue collection pohcics in the pose .sense of Nepali nauonhood because he 

Anglo i\cpalesc \Nar ( 1814 1816) war perspective comes next. After this, lacked vision IJc s,lwnogrcatergoalsto 
l'hc ·l reaty ol Sllgauli called for the author t.dks about the s trivefor. l lis ntl rninistrationandhisown 

territorial concessions in which parts of ·sanskritization' process as well. nct ions were all bound up in 
the unified Nepal were given LO British C hap ters seven, eight and nine maintaining the .Hains quo. lie was 
India, the establishment of a British explore the dialogue that took place s,ILisiieclwithwhat Lhestatehathmdwith 
representative in Kathmandu, and bet\\ecntbcccntmladministrationofthc what he had, an ,utitude no serious 
allowing Britain to recruit Gurkhas from umfied :--Jcpal m Kathmandu and its politician can afford or accept. 
1 epal for their mihta1y service. By virtue vil lages and explain the administration's The unified cpa I, according to 
of this Treaty, Nepal also lost the right failure to respond to the needs of the Stiller, was not able to keep up with three 
to deploy any 13ritish, American nr peasantry. llcre t he anlhor discusses basic ideas that King Prithvi Narayan 
l•uropeanemployec in its service without insecurjty and unrest that emerged in Shah had bequeathed to the nation. Lie 
British approval. Earlier several French the context of the ceiling on Jagirs, the links this conclus ion with Prithvi 
commanders had been deployed in struggle for security, the emergence ol a l\arayan Shah's belief that the nation 
i\cpa1 to train the 1 epali army. pressure group, the restless army, the walked on two legs, the farmers of 'village 

Under the Treaty, about on~-thir~ of conflict between Bhim Sen Thapa and t epa)' as well as the military rank and 
Nepalese terntory was lost, mcludmg the Residency, and the events leading fi le; that a rich peasantry made a rich 
Sikkim (whose Chogyals su pported to his downfall. country; and that good government 
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dcpcnclecl on nobility of service. Sullcr 
pomts out. ~somewhere on the road to 
conquest , amid the crash of guns and the 
sweat of baulc, these ideals were lost" 

rlrcSrkrrl Cry that Nepal wa<; living with 
was not without result. " ( ~rom HB9 unt il 
1846 1\athmandu would know nothing but 
alarms, changes in ministries, increas ing 
tens ion, and fi nally the explosive night 
ol thl' Kot Massacre, the fourtcl'nth ol 
September 1846." The author rem1nds ol 
the close t·nnncrtion between the cw nts 
cUld polincs of the silent years and the 
l'llll:rgenee of Jung Rahadur. 1 he silent 
yc.trs ended with such violence largely 
bceausl' thl' cry of rural \Jcpal and 1 he 
Ncp.di IMI ion had gone unheeded. "I he 
aut hnr, who released the book 111 1976, 
remarks l h,\l the moc.laJitics ol' the el )' 
have r hangcd now and there io.; change 
111 l hl· w ntl'nl as well. But hL· argues "the 
r r) l'i sullt here" l he question rs "\\ illn 
bl he.ml .In) more closely th.tn ll \\ .ts 
dunng the silent ) l'ars?" 

l·or ,, st udent of law, Stilkr's .tn.tl) srs 
t)f tlw probkm of 'Sanskt~u=atrnn ' .111d 
l l li rt•sult s is inll' resting lie h.ts 1 ried to 
ex pl.un et hnie diversity and custnnHll y 
law in thL· newly uni l ied state, the ideal 
ol l limlu law and uni t )', .tntl thl' 
hq1, i11111ng nl the l ll'llt l'.~s of 
''-',msktltt:.lt tnn' llerc, the .tuthtll h,mks 
mudt 1111 IL· IL·rl·nces on llrndu l.1w, M> 

p1 .tl llll'd else\\ hl'l'l', rat her t h.tn kg.d 
1 uks pmduced rn the Ill'\\' Stelle I Irs ll'>l ' 

ol th l· tc t m ·sansknti::atron' 111 thl· 
t·omc111s that he has been rclll'et i11g on 
seems ove1 )!;l' lltralb:~d . or ,\ li tt le lot\ 
mul·h. One 11111Sl however agree with h i.s 
linding th at "not on ly was t he legal 
dtalngut ol the s ilent years building up 
,, rnwd ol lcg.dly c;anctioncd dillc1CI1l'es 
111 lliSLom and practice, tt w.ts .ti .'Hl 
burldmg up ,\ ret:ord of dtlfcrcntcs 111 

t rlcllmcnt meted out to crll::cns ol 
drflcrcnt ethmc and caste background-;." 

l'1nally, rt must be porntcc.l nut that 
111 h1s pH·Iace, the aut hor gtvcs an 
1111 portan 1 nore of caution: "The reader 
will be well aware that my ronclusions 
arc lar from a fi nal statement ol thc events 
ol the 'silent )'Cars'. I hope he will be 
equally aware that ·rhe s ilen t cry' 
chrontclcd in these pages is not the 
dyt ng echo of the distant past but a 
ehalk ngc to all of us today to rcali:c 
that we arc in truth our brother's and 

NEPALINVESTEMNTYEAR2012 

Chinese Investment Under Scrutiny 
At a time when Ncp:t! government is asking foreigii in vc.s-ton; to come to 
Nepttl, three Chinese comp:wics, whjc}J c:1me to Ncp:t! for in vestment, haw: 
been laci.ng hiccups 

By ACORRESS POI\IOENT 

In the la'it four month'i, thrce Chinese 
investment proposab have landed in a 
controversy ln the lao,t week of December 
20 11 , Nepal govern ment postponed 
negoti ations with ( h1n e.~e rnvestors 
regarding the mve.~llncnt 111 I umibni 
Dcvclopmenl project. 

1 he parliament's Nul ural Resources 
and Means (.ommillee (I'> RMC:) has 
obst ructed the entry of ( h1nc.1's ·1 h ree 
l•nrgcs C .orporc.~tron In tcrnallnnc.~l ( L rr; I) 
m development ol \\ e~t "icti Project, 
cc.~lltng lor 
reclllrcc.~t ion of c.1 
few legal c.~nd 
prnccdurallapo,cs 
in th e 
mcmomndtlln t11 
Ltntl c rs t a nd 1 11 ~ 
(Mol l ) wit h t he 
( hii1Csccomp.tny 

lll1\\ ever, the 
\! R \1( , which 1 ~ 

current!) probmg 
the \\'e~t Sell dec.~l. hc.1.., c.1 lr'it 
concl tuons that tt wants the gm l'n1lnent 
LO honor ~\t\'e arc lor th<.: de\ dopmenl of 
the project as per the tle.d signed with 
t he C hi nese compan y by t:orrcct ing 
shMLcom ings in Lh <.: dcal," .said (;agan 
I hapu, a member ol the N RMC. 

lie added thatthct:nmm lttCl' wanted 
to extract max1mum benefit<; lor t he. 
eoumry in the\\ ec,t ~ell deal 

\. R~IC ehatrper..,on Shanta 
Chaudhary cchoec.J 'l hapa ~ 1 ermrnati ng 
the MoU would cau'>c more harm to the 
national economy But we need to correct 
mistakes in the deal " 

C hinese promoted com pan)' on Februal') 
9, hmve,·er, IL'idecision to pledge -l-5days' 
timeli ne to respond to the hid call eire\\ 
seriousquestton'> !rom different q uarter'> 

~As the atrporL ,., bei ng constructed 
under soft loans of ( hina·s Exun Bank, 
it rs oka)' to call tenders (rom Chinese 
cont ractors on ly. Bu t who gave th e 
authority to the I 'i'vl onhcgovernmcnt to 
ma l<c such a <;ommtlmcnt on behalf of 
t he country tn support C :\i\ 1C 1" <,aid 
l apdhy.ty.t 

\\'hcthcr rlt'> 
J U'>t <l 

Ll)incidcncc or 
geo po l it ica l 
ga me, C: hrncse 
in vcc;tmc nt 11. 
lac rn g t: r r si~ in 
Nt•pal one ,ti te r 
ano t her " IL I'> 
.'ihtx.kingLo know 

• that N cpc.~lco,e 
In~ p.ultamcntartan'> 

arc blocking the 
111\'C'> tm cnt proposal lo rwardcd by 
C hrn cc,c. Our t:nmpany t:amc here to 
make \cp<tl prosper and economicall y 
viable," sa1d a .~C I1 1 1l r Chinese di plomaL 
on conci1Linn of •mnnymity. ~vvc can sec 
who is behmd the controverc,y" 

Following the VI'!IL of C h inese pn me 
mtnr~ter \\en Jraho to \cpal, China ha-. 
sh0\\.11 tntlrc'its to Invest billion'> of 
dollars 111 \cpal\ tourtsm. hydro power 
and inlrao,tructurc projects. Desptte thc 
welcome accnrdcd by the government to 
these pos1>ibr l iti e~. th e parl iament is 
creaung hind ranees. 

Simil ar ly, Lhe 11u hlic /\cco unts 
Committee of the I cgislaturc Parliament 
termed a bid, invited Lo develop regional 
international airport rn Pokhara, as non
t ransparent. Finance \ilmster Barsha 
i\lan Pun was found to have signed a 
memorandum of unclerc,tancling (\toll) 
with China CAMe Lngtn cering Co, 

s ister's keeper." This is an impres::. ivc commiuing to support it to win the 
book which must be read by an)'bocly who tender. 

"We h ~tve been here to support the 
poor people nl Nepal and continue lobe 
here to uplilt Lhcrr livelihoods. lthmk 
your members of parliament will abo 
rea.li.:e thi'i," said t he Chinese diplomat 
Sandwu.:hed bcnvccn Asia's two big 
powe ro; ln dra and C hina, Nepal's 
diffic ully is to adjust with both for its 
own survival.• 

wants to link up contemporary Nepal to CAAN had invited bids fro m the 
its history. • · 
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COVER STORY 

INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE 

An Up Task 
Despite many commonalities in eco..-system, resource sharing and livelihood issues, 
mountain countries around the world are yet to develop a mechanism to share these 
agenda among them. At a time when studies have shown that climate change is going 
to adversely affect environment and eco..-system of the mountain countries, Nepal is 
hosting the International Conference of Mountain countries on climate change on 
April 5..-6. As a country having eight out of ten highest peaks in the world, Nepal is 
always in the forefront to raise the agenda of Inountains. Challenges before Nepal 
now are how to retain its reputation at the international level 

By KF.SH.\B POl Drt 

\\'tth rt\tng tcmpcraltll'es and pro\'IUCe~>scnualceo '>)''>Lem ,gooclsand Lomount.uneel) 1>)''>Lcmandhvclthoocl 
L h angt ng preet pitallon pauernc, , services to the hJII1on-. nl people lt vmg "I he themes mduclc sLate ol moun tam 
environ menl, ceo system .tnd resources in the downstream n:p;1onc,, mducling the IS'iucs and c It male n egot ial lo n.-.. 
in the mounuun countric.'> havc bccn plains. 'l he 1cc nl the llimalayac;, the vuiJwrahdityand resilience olmountain 
luci ngu .scnous threat. Mountains cover Alps and the ;\t las plays a crill<:al role ;<;y~>te m s, o ppo rtuni ties lor greater 
Wltlcarcasorahout 35 pcn.:cntnl thetotal in regulating the global climate system. Internationa l coopcralion, mountain 
land 111 al l l1 vc continents hut there 1s /\s the Lemperatun: n sc.s J11tl cco'>y.stem scrv 1 cc~ and upsl re.tm 
yctln have a common plallorm Ln rat.se precipitation changc'> due LO cl1matc down'>Lream l inkage~. c,trutegie options 
the vm<.:cs ehange.the cnv1ronmcnl .md ceo S)">Lcm for mountatn cltm.tle adaptation .tnd 

AL J lime when \'ariou'> group'> h.t\'L 111 the mountain countne'> arL h1ghl) l1velthood npponunlllC'> and elunalc 
been formed Lo rai<,e the I.'>'>Ue nlwmmnn I ragilc and \'Ulnerahlc, threatenmg the fmancmg," l prel) sa1d 
mtcresl'>..tlthc l NFC CC negoll<lllnns, lt velthootl ol poor people ll\•tng 1n the l'cpal'!-t Im portance 
mnunl•lln cnunlncs need to have a group mountains and low lands A'> soon .l.'> Nepal o pened to th t: 
111 th e ll t\JFC.C.C. Dcs ritt: severa l Wi ththe loweupacitytocopcwith outside wnrld in 1950s, Ne pa l's 
commonalities and common intcre.~U>, the vulnerabilities anti utl apt to the mountain pcakc.; became an insptralion 
mount<lin count:ries arc yet w have a unprecedented changes that have been lor ln<tny Prnm Swi.~s Oevclopmcnt 
m mmnn stand. Laking place , mounta in peop le face expcrt l ate ' l ony ll<~gcn,whocovcred a 

Nepal's cl forts to bring the agenda ol increasing poverty. natural and human dl~>tance ol about l-+ ,000 kilometer on 
mountain people date back to the 19'50s induced ha=arch and '>OCIO economic foot , tosevcr<tl others, ex perLe; have made 
lhcyeonunuccvcnrodayao; Ncp•tlLook challenges several stud le'> on socio econom1c, 
a \lounta1n l111tiarive in 2009 al < .OP 15 "\\ e have mvitcd 5'5 countries and 25 agricultural <~nd environmental aspect11 
I hen Nepal's Prime Mini~tcr \l adhav mstitut:ionsaroundthcworld \\ 'e have of mountains '\'cpal's mountatns 
Ku mar Nepa l ca lled all mountain alsoinvited -+Ointcrnalional cxperts.Out attractcdlate Fdmundllillaryso much 
countries and stakeholders to co me of them, over 14 countries have already tbat ht:spenl his entire life championing 
tngcthcrto lorm a common platform and confirmed t hci r ministe ria l t he cause ol mountains. 
make sure that moun tain concerns gee pan:icipation ,'' said Hatu l( rishan Uprcty, Nepal's renowned personality late Dr. 
due atteiHion in Lhe internatio na l joint: secretary (Tech ) al Ministry of llarka Gurung had also made an equal 
dclihcrations. He said that our Interests Environment.Oneoftheobjcctivesofthc contribution to bring the mountain 
arc prominently represented tn th e conlerence i~ Lo provide a forum for the agenda, particularly 0/epal's mountains, 
f uturc COP negotiations and our c[(orts mountain countries to share knowledge Lo forefront 
towards adaptation get the rc4uired and experiences on impact of climate \Vith support (rom lmernational 
mternational support. change on the mountains and deliberate Cen t er for Integrated Mountain 

Mountains, wbjch occupy over one on associated common ri1.ks. Anther Development IC IMOD, Integrated 
third of t:he landmass of the globe and objectiveistoforgeacommon approach Development Society epal (lSD 
are home ro over l3 percent of the people, to deal with specilic concerns relating Nepal), Min ist ry o[ Environment has 
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ENCOUI\ITER 

"We Want To Create A New Initiative" 
KRISHNAGYAWAU 

/\s Nepal is hosling the lntcrnation~l 
( onlerence of Mountain Countries on 
climate change on April 5-6 and 
pn:paration for the mccung is at the last 
<;t~gc, secretary al the mini .~try 
KR ISHNAGYAWAII spoke toJ\ EW 
SPOT I IG HT on the agenda and issues 
ol the con(crencc. I xccrpts· 

Ah '\cpa! is said to he in the leading 
role for raising the is.-,ucsof mountain 
cou nt rich, what b there for us in the 
lorth<.:oming International 
C.onfcrcncc of 'vtountai n Countries on 
dimatcch<wge? 

Ncp.d has been Involved in the 
moun tam agcmla lor tillite a long time 
I he c-.tabh'>hment nl IC 1\tOD 
hc.1dquarter~ Ill ;-...cp.d was one olthe 
1mpnrtant a'>pcct.'> 111 th1s rcg.u·d 
/\It hough IC IMOJ) covers cJght countries 
nl llindukush ll nnalayan rcgton, tim 
gl\·cs Nepal an oppnrtunlt) to ~ct 
mmln.:d in the mountam .1gentla 1 h1'> 
cnnlcrcnce IStlt l!cn .. nt hc<..aU'>C '' c \\ <lllt 
to l1nk it w1th the tltm.llc chang~.: 
ncgnllations. Nt. pal ''> active 
p.mil.:ip•ltion in c li mat~: t•hangc 
nq~nliulions is very r11:w ;\!though ~cpa I 
h.l, .drco.~dy taken p.m 1n 17 C OPs, we 
IM\c -.tartcd our .lt.tl\ c p.trtlupauon JU'>t 
.Iller BJit or t t )pH Jntl <. OP 9 '\epal 
h.l'> ~hnwn it.~ O\\ n prt·sencc in CUP 11 
( npcn h<lp;en, hosll n~J; .l cubi net mct:li ng 
at Lhc highest mountain in l<•tlapatthar. 

What is the d i ffcrence between the 
past efforts and the present ones? 

·1 here are some major diUerences 111 

International ( onfcrent:t: of Mounlam 
l.ounlriesancll\cpal's past involvement 
1n r.usingmountuin .tgcnda Firstly, tlus 
is lor the ftrst time Nepal is holcling!iuch 
,1 hig intcrnt~tiona l gathering ol 
rcprcscntativc'> ol mountain countrie'> 
Uur target IS to m<lkt. tt as ministen.tl 
b·cl meeting l)f course, all the 111\'llcc'> 
may not attend due to their own 
cornpulstnn.'l.l lnwcvcr,ourcllnrlswi ll bc 
ln make it .1 high lcvc l ministerial 
meeting 

V.'hat agenda doc!> '\cpa! have? 
\\ c want to r.tl'>c the agcncla ol 

mountam countncs wh1t.h arc the mml 
\'u lncrablc to cltm.llC l h..tngcs \Vc hJvc 
some commonal rLit:s with all mountain 
CI)Untrics. Fm rn.~tance , ccnnomy ol .dl 
the mnunt•un ~.:ountnc~ is based 11n 
m1)unt.1in c<..11lnp;y .md Jgriculturc is .1 
maln'>to.t) lor Jll \)1 u-. Our tounc,m I'> 
ha-.ed on mountain'> l )ur mountain'> arc 
V.',ltt.r tnwcrS,<I'> wel l <I'> W<\tcrshcds 

Why is water matter? 
/\s water 1 ~ a maJor i.<;suc now, nur 

cnn lcrcnce h c:.;p~:~:tcd ln prnmott. thL 
\\att:r I'>'>Ut. \noth~o:r 11Tip1)rlantiSSUC I'> 
lond 'ic<..urit) \'> ,\ countr) with rJned 
dllnall~:zone, \cp.tl h,\sdi\'CI''>It} \lep.ll 
can .<,hnw the wnrld commun ity an 
example ol how clnnatc resilient, climate 

I nendl) and d1m.ttc .tcl.tptahlc: 
.tgriculture I'> VJ..Ihk Uthcr nnpMlJnt 
Jssuc will he cncr~y 

How do you Hcc the possibility to 
tap rcnewabh: cncq!,y? 

/\~<I mountain uwnll'), 0!epall'> rtch 
111 r<..nC\\ .1bk LllLI')l;) Our currt:nt 
dcl1n1llon llll"Orpnr.\t~o:s m11:ro h)drn 
on ly \\ e haw solo.~r, \VInd and hmm.l'>'> 
\ lic.:ro hydro ha'i pntcntl<.\1 or over 22,llllll 
\ l W We have yet ln lap the renewable 
energy Our cllnrt., wdl he to 'iCC how 
t.l1m,1tt. t:h.1ngc .dkt:t'> \\atcr, ~:n<..r).n. 
agnt:ulturc .111d bn) cll\ <..r'>lt) 
~ hll~<lllon and ad.tpt.lllnn arc i mpnrt.tnt 
components nl dnnatl change. 

V.'hat arc the challenges before 
1'\cpal? 

.11 rc.tdy held co n .~u lt .lt rnn mecti n~,., hrc<ti<down ol th1s elevated land ~uri <ICI: 1 n nothing hut a long cha1n girdle .thout 
I< I \IOLh\111 prov1dc technical support l'>.t'> l111lows 24 mdlmn 'lquarc kilometer-. her ample \\ .mt I ht.s gtrcllc wa<, ol 
.llld '\cpal's other derclnpmcnt partner'> .tt lllllllm 2000 m, lll1ml lion sq km ..1t · mountains '>LUd1ed '' 1th <,now pc.tk.. that 
\\Ill provide f1nanc1.tl'>uppnrt ro '\cpa I 2,ll00 ~000 m, 10 rnrll11111 'it( km at2,000 slretchcd from the Pyrcnccs through the 
Ln hold the conic renee ~1)1)0 m and six rmllinn StJUarc km above 1\ Ips, Balkam, < .• lllc•I'>U'>, ancll]burz tn 

"i\1ountains rn .1y he eonsidc rcd ~.000 m. Anot hcrcarlicrsnurcepuLLhc the limits ol the known world in the 
.~ucrcd,sublimcand hcauulul.lhcyu l 'in tOllll area wor ldwide, defined as llinduKushand llt malayas.l\lnstolthc 
h<1ppcn to be marginal o.~rc<IS o[ human mountain type to he '>0 mi ll1on '>lJ mountain area<, ol [urasla .~re 
oet.upanc)' due to thc1r h1gh altitude kilometer'>. 1\ccnrd1ngly, such arc.l'> concentrated mthc \s1an region 
and steep gradients But the mountain'> account tor 35 percent of the world''> total \<.:cording to .I stud) b> Trewartha cl 
arc not an amorphous mass but a area. The mountain types defined by al, 1968, high mountain 900\1 +covcr4 
com posite of elevation ::ones," writes elevation range were hills 0 300 m, low percent in Africa, I percent in Au~trnha, 
Ne pal's renowned geographer late Dr. mou nta ins ( Hlll 900rn) and high and Eu rasia 2~. North America 16 and 
ll.~rka Gurung in hi~ book Mountain of mountains a hove (900rn). Souch America 11 percent. In Lotal , such 
/\sm 1\ Regional inventor) . Eu rasia dominates all other percentages come to about 13 percent. 

According to the book it is estimated continents in terms of low and h1gh Low mountains cover 13 percent in \fnca, 
that some 40 million square kilometers mountains. Aran geographers in the 12 Australia, 211:.urasia, \ "orth Amcnca 
or 27 percent of the total land area of the rn iddle ages, m their imaginative way, 10 percent, South America l J and world 
world li es above 1000 mas!. The rcgarcleclasadcsimblcwomancloLhed 4 percent. llills (0 300rn) covers II 
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We have been facing many negative 
consequences o£ climate change like rise 
ol temperature and change in 
precipitation patterns and annua l 
average rainfalL Nepal's glaciers are 
vulnerable. Due to thi.s, Nepal is [ounh 
highly vul nerahle country in the world. 
Ou r share in global warming is minimal 
hut it will a[fect us. Our contribution Lo 
climate change may be smaller bm our 
activities increase the green house. 

tlow do you see our leve l of 
participation? 

Our level of parlkipalion is high in 
the COP. Our presence was flwmidabk 
and we arc able lo hold L he in ternationul 
conference. Nepal had declared during 
the COP that Nepal would host a meeting 
nf ITlOU11t<tin countries lO highlight Lhe 
problems faced by mountain countric.~. 
This is our initiative. We need a lorum 
to ralse our own agcnchL 'vVc have hccn 
using the Lc<lSt Developed Countries 
I<'I"Lll11 lor this. Oul ol 14 , Lhcrc arc various 
count ric<; I rom dil [ercnt l·eginns. Our aim 
is nnl Ln n::placc nrc.li~place I I'X. lhrough 
this new initiative. vVhaL we want i~ to 
create a new initiative ·1 here ure various 
groups in COP like the I atin American 
Cou ntrics, Iceland country and t\f rican 
countries. 'vVc also want Lo have a group 
lor mounta1n countries to deal with the 
pmblcms faced by rnountuin Cl)UnLrics. 
"I he group c;~n be formed on the ba'lis ol 
r..:om mc)mtl i Lies. 

How do you see t he potentials? 
"I here are pOLentials and opportunities 

and risks and challenge on Lhe other 

side. There is high fragility as well. Our 
needs<Lre vcrydiJiercnt. lfthcre is a threat 
in mountains, there is threac downstream 
<L'> well. 

What mountain country needs? 
vVe need resources, technologies 

according to our needs and sustainable 
and affordable capacities building at 
individual and institutional level as well 
as governmental and non-governmental 
level. We need to involve the private 
sector, NGOs sector and other 
stal<eholtlers with the govern menL. 'vVe 
want Losee gross capacity of the counLry. 
If we can put our views in climate change 
negotiallons, we can make a difference. 
·1 here arc various fund<; including Least 
Development Fund, Deve loping 
Countries I und, special climate change 
Lund , adaptation rund ami green climate 
lund. This will help to scale up our 
capacity in technology, finance and 
capacity First there was no ministerial 
level meeting, second we link it With climate 
change and Lhird separate group Lo incrca.<;e 
our accc.<; .. ~ in chm<ltc change lund. 

How do you sec the conference? 
This is just an event <lnd we can 

tran.~(orm this into process like 
Mounlai n I nitiutivc tvlounLain 
conlcrence is a one Lime event and 
Mounlain lniLiaLivc is a proccs~;. IL is 
i m pos.si hie to hold the t:nn ferent:e a lithe 
time. "1 here is the need lo instilutinnal i::c 
the issue coming out from the meeting. 
We wi II try Lo build a platfnnn. 

How t he mounta in age nda ls 
im portant in Rio+? 

ENCOUNTER 

As Rio+ 20 summit is going to be held 
in Brazi l in June, we need to carry the 
opinions of mountain countries there. 
There are seve ral regional level 
institutions to look al the mountain 
issue. l;orinstance,ICL\100 looks at the 
problems of J.lindul<u~h mountain. We 
need a global institution that can look 
at the mountain countries from around 
the world . .'vi ore than a Jo=en ministers 
wi ll Lake part and large number of 
internationa l experts are coming Lo 

Nepa l. This grouping w1ll include 
developed, deve loping and least 
developed countries. We watlt to bring 
together all countries with mounLainous 
countric~. We wiJll,[ficiu.lly ask for ~l 

place lor mnunLains as an agenda of 
Rio+. We wil l launch moun Lain events, 
energy, water securi ty, rood security and 
bin ~clive rsity. /\long with Lhis, there is 
also the iss ue of socwl and cultura l 
Lhings. 

Arc you goi ng to discuss sodo 
cultural sides of mountain? 

The mountain regions have their own 
'>Ocio cu ltural common.ditics. We also 
want to 1nclude thi s. People in the 
mountains <tre lacing prob lems 
Moun Lain Com m u n itics wi II he Lhcre. 
Mountain is not a static identity but iL 
is a living identity. MounLain inherently 
means mountain community . l;nr 
insLance, Sherpas arc the communities 
with ~;pccial ic.lcntiLy witb mounLains. We 
W<lnlto bring the resolutio11 calling it 
Kathmandu call (or global action on 
climate change and mountains. 

percent !\frica, Australia 12, Eurasia 10, follows: Solllh Asia, West Asia, Central is the region most prone to natura l 
Non:h America 18, South America') and Asia, North~Easl Asia, south~ East Asia disasters. 
world 8 percent. and Australia. Six of the 10 countries most 

The recognition oJ discrete ranges Ri~ing vulnerability vu lnerable to climate change are in Asia 
within each regim1 is based main ly on A sLUcly just released l'>y the Asian and tbe Pacific. l3angladesb tops the 
the ir contigu ity internal ly and the Development 8ank(A1)B)iswaroingthat list, fo ll owed by India, Nepal, the 
ex is tence of major rivers and land climate change cou ld exacerbate Philippines. Afghanistan and Nlyanmar. 
depressions external ly. However, two environmental disasters in Asia and The combined population ol these 
except ions should be considered. These result in a surge of migration by people countries is approximately 1.6 bill ion 
are the sub~divis.ion ol Himalayas of rtccing crises. people 
South Asia into sections and the island ln its report, addressing Climate Bangladesh ~ 151. mi llion 
ind lviduality in South ~ East Asia. 1 n the Change and M igracion in Asia and the India - 1.2 billion 
case of the former, a separate identity Pacific,theADBobserved chatmoretban Nepal - 30.5 million 
has beengi.ven with surrounding seas as 42 million people in the region (more Ph il ippi nes ~ 96 million 
their boundaries. Regional treatment is than twice the population of Sri Lan l<a) Algha.n is tan - 32 million 
in a clock~ wise sweep commencing from were displaced by extreme weather events Myanmar - 54 million 
South Asia and ending with an ourward in the past two years. Some were unable All these are the countries having 
loop towards Australia. The sequence of to return home or deliberately choose to mountains. 
regional descript ion, therefore, is as reloc.ate.Globally,AsiaandthePacific Theenti.reAsia-Pacificregionishome 
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to-+ billion people, or 60% of Lhe world's 
population, and many live along the 
coasts and will be very vulnerable to rising 
sea levels A majonty ol them arc poor; 
almost J.8 billion people live on less than 
$2 per c.lay. 

Oncolthe main l.tctorswhy A'>iaand 
the Pacific is c;o afiected by environmental 
disasters is the large populaLion, many of 
whom live inltigh ri~>k and high populalion 
density are<t'i, and a'> '>latcd above, ~ullcr 
!rom '>tecp rates of mcquality. Uunate 
change IS ex peeLed Loon ly worsen cu rrcnt 
envi ronmental problems and poses many 
CCOilOITIIt: , 'iOCL.tl , .tncl pollllcaJ 
ch.tllcnge-; 

C.llm.ttc policym.tkt: r<> and oth ers 
.'>hou lcl a'>scs~ how dcmograph k lac lor<> 
may allct:t climate mduccd m1gr.tt1on 
.tnd clc\'I'>C rcspon'>c'> th<ll can best 
.\tltln:.:'>.'> unplanned, large scale 
mign.ttinn 

... 1 hi'> I'> going Lo he.\ grcaLLIInt: lnr 
\,epal I .1m very proud Lo '>U)' th.tt the 
1dc..t to hold the lnLcrnauonal ( .onlcn:nce 
ol \ilount..tin C.ounln cs in Nepal wa'l 
pro posed dunng < 01' 1'1 111 
( npcnhagLn IL Wa'> Lhcn prime mlnl'>tcr 
\ ladhav 1\umar Nepal who ve ry 
cnuragem1'1ly and bold ly proptt'>cd this 
alll.tnce during h1s add re'i'> Lo COP l ') 
\I though moun tam countncs ha\'e been 

voicing the problem'>laccd by mnuntam 
cou ntri ~.: .s 111 LtW mee tin gs 
mdcpcndcntl}', it was lor the ll r'>tt lme 
'>uch an lllltlatlve \\ .1'; taken Lo ral'>e the 
~.:ollccll vc vo1cc 1 or mer prime m 1 n I 'iter 
Nepa l nccd.s to he thanked lor his 
contri bulion. 

~\ lounL.un .trea'i also provide e'>.'>cnual 
ceo system goods .lnd services to the 
billion o l peopk li ving 1n th e 
down.stl'eam At a Lime when there is a 

'>evcre l.tck o( 11nplement.tuon nl variou'> 
lntLrnauonal deliberation'>, 1nduc.hng 
the I ll\ I C( ( .tnd Rio+ prm:c.'>.~~.:s , Lh1.s 
mccting wi ll pul pressure to raise a 
Lnmmon \'OILC Be<; ide'> , there otrc 
Inadequate glnhal c!forts 111 addrcs'>mp; 
t111p;n1ng L I;( .( proccsscsnn.td.tptaunn, 
m iLigatinn, Lcch nology Lrun'>lcr, finance 
and capacity hu1lding.~ <>otld Dr Dmesh 
< handra Dcvkm.t, lormt:r \'Icc t:ha1r ol 
'-•ttlonal Plann1ng t .nmml.'>'>lon 

Studies havcalrcadyshown lhalglohal 
climate change pn'>e'> a gr.tvc threat to 
the global mountain syo,tems I he rate 
of warm111g on the mounto.11ns 1s laster 
th an the plans due Lo (~ II <; aerosols. 
S1mdotrly, h1gh clcvaunn plant'> and 
an11n.tl'> arc lo'>mg habit.tt.trca'> .ts they 
move higher. Due Lo weather change, 
avaih.thi li tyoll rcsh water for environment 
llow'> and lor human u~es I'> seriously 
allectcd 

1 he trans boundary aspect'> o l 
mountain ceo sy'llcm services ctdl lor 
reg1onal cooperation I he II KII 

Natl0l111 Cl> Slillll ... 

National Report 101' lnternatl~nal Conference Of 
~untain countries on crunate Change 

Conference 

mountam'> arc important lor thCLr role a~ 
water towers nl /\<;l.t, moun tam<> arc hm 
d1 ver.'>iLy hnt.'>pots, and .. hcllt:r lor I r<tgdc 
luunaand llor.tspCL'Ies. ( hinaand lnd1a 
L.tn pht} .tn important role 1 n thL 
rcgiOn.tl Lonpcrauon 111 II K II region 
(.h i na and Inti ia have 17 percent and l-1 
percent of the rcspccuvc country's urea'> 
111 II Kll rcgmn 

'\lith I'> I'> unport.tntln the ep.dcse 
context .t'> well. /\cl:tWd lng LO dunate 
change vu lnerabil ity a~'ics~menLs, mnrc 
than I 9 million penplc ..trc h1ghly 
Llllnatc vulnerable, With 10 mdl(()n 
1nereas1np;l)' at nsl<, WILh h1ghcr 
temperatures rise, project Lo lnl:rca'ic <tt 
an otvcrage ol I 2 degree ( clstus by 20 Hl 

Along With environmental I'>~UC'>, 
soc1o cultu ral a.~pcct'lnlthc mountains 
arc also involved in Lhis. 

Nepal h,,., been 1nvolvcu wiLh the 
mountam .tgcnda lor quite a long umc 
The estab lishment o[ IC 1\IOD'.s 
headquarters in Nepal was one ol the 
most Important .t'>pects Although 
ICI \10[) ctwers c1ght countne'> ol 
Ill ndukush llnnalayan region, thi'>glvcs 
Nepal an npporluDiL}' lo engage with the 
mountain .tgcnda 

~There arc some maJOr d i ffercncec, 111 
International Conference of Mountain 
Coumries and Nepal's 11ac,t involvement 
m raising mounLain agenda. Hrstly, this 
IS tor the first time \ep.tl i'> holdmg such 
a big tntcrnaLion.t l gathering of 
representatives of moun Lain coun tries. 
Our target ic, to make it a ministerial level 
meeting 01 course, aiiLhe invitees ma} 
noL attend due to their own 
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FORUM 

"Mountain Meet For Common View" 

l"onnt'l Vltl d1c1irman of \ational 
Pl.mnmg < ommtsswn Dl \ ESH 
CHA '\ DRA DF\'KOT \, PhD, 1s one of 
the k.tdmg suppolln·s ol l hL \lount.un 
lllllltlli\T, tlll lllll r1Ml1011.tl mil i,lll\"l' lO 
forge .m .dll.tlllt .unong mount,un 
tounlltcs 111 thL UllllL xt ol dimate 
th.mge Dlllmg h1s ll nUlL .t'i ,1 \'ll"l t h,t.iJ.· 
.tnd memhe1 of \ Pt , D1. Dc\'kot,l strongly 
(Jlll"lled the t.\ll'>l' to hold thL' 
Intel n,ttion,d ( nnlu·<.:ntt' of \lnunt.un 
l ounuics 1111 t 'hnlrltt tiMngt' \s Nt p.d 
'"holding the mount,tinmcct, D1. Dc\'kot.t 
spoke ln 1\Jc\\ Spot light on ' '•ll ious is.sues 
l'l')l;Md ing the ll1 1tt.tt iw l ·xtT t pt~ . 

How do you vkw the fnrt l1l:omil1~ 
International Conlcrcnce ol 
\<lou ntai n Count l'ies on C limate 
Chanv;c? 

I his 1s going tn ht• .1 glt',ll t11m lot 
'Jrp.d I am WI'\' proud tn '·I} th.tt the 
ttka tn hold tht lnteJJMLJonal ( onkn:ncL 
ol \lnuntatn llHtntttl'S 111 \t p.d \\ .1s 

proposnl dutmg 1'> tOP 111 t opcnh.tgcn 
It '' .ts tlwn p111nc mtntstcr \l.tdh,l\' 
Kum,u \t p.d, '' ho HI\ n1lu,lgn1uslv ,mtl 
l~lldly ptol'lllSL'd I h1s .lll1,llltl tluung Ius 
.tddrL·ss to ( .()Jl b. \lthnugh mount,un 
tounll K'S IMtl hnn \'llll lllg t hu1 rontctns 
111 <UP llll'lllllgs mtk1Kildu1lly. tl \\as 
lnt till' lil-.t tum th~ tnr11.111w \\il.s t.tkl·n 
10 J,li~L thl'it ullkttl\ l' vntn·s. hHmt·r 
plimc lllll11~lrr , qMI de:-;uws thanks lot 
t h1s tont llhlllltln 

'v\' hy do you think International 
Conference on Mountain countt·ics is 
impot·tant for Nepa l? 

With O\'l'l' I$ pt'Jlcnt toud pnpul.ttinn 
wvc ring .treas of 2) pcrtent I'UrlaL·c nl 
canh, dimatt' change ts going to mal<c 
a majnr tmpart in the livelihood ol the 
p~·opk living in t lw world, including 
f\.lcp.\1 J'his way thi<; is tmpon.mt for 
1\Jcp.tl !\pan lnlm tht~. mountain areas 
.tlso pt ovide t's~~·nt ial L'CO systt·m, goods 
and s~.:rvin:s tn the btl !tons ol pcopk 
living in t hL dO\\ nstJt·am 1\t a time when 
there is l.tck nt impluncntation ol v,uious 
intcrn,\linn.tl dchher.lttnns, induding 
the l i~ FCC< .md Rio. pmtcsscs, this 
meeting \viii put prcssun: on tountJH.:s 
to r.use thctr common vo~ecs. Besides, 
there arc ultldcquatc global efforts in 
.tddressing ongoing Ui\ !·CCC process 
on adaptation, m1tig.tllon, technology 
transfer, finance and cap.1city building. 
It is going to be hckl in the context of 
mountain countries being unable to 
compulsions," said Krishna Gyawali, 
secretary o( the Ministry o[ 
Environment. 

I e~fectl\'el} .influtncc thL nq.~otmuon., .lt 
( OP meetmgs <tnd 'anous mulul.ttn.tl 
en\'lronmental .tgrt.'Cmt:nl s. 

\o\'bat are going to he major is!>ucs 
which will be diseul)sed in the 
conference? 

Dl \ ESH CHA '\DR.A DEVKOTA 

The di5cus~ions \\'illt.tkL pl.ll'L 111 the 
areas, hke thangl 111 n.tllll al \'L'gl't.tllon, 
shift of \'egctauon t) pes, no 1 ones, l'l o 
regions, and loss of p1 od urt1\ it)' l'he 
meeting will ,\lso t11sLu .~s thl' 1111(Mtts 
on forc-;t ,md h1o diversll)' ol spL't' rt:s thrt· 
I o dim ate change. One of l hr m.lJOI' 
issues will be too much and too lit l k 
water rhe coni'cJL' IKe wt ll also dtst·uss mrllmn peop le .trc high ly c limate 
ems~ border imphc.tlions ol glarre r \'ttl ncr able wil h 10 million increasingly 
melt ing and GlOh.;. Rapid ratt ol tee .ll ri/<k ol highl' l tl'mperatu rc inlrcase. 
and snow melting .u1el its impatl 011 l'hc annualtcm (K'1,\tttrc is to inncasc at 
rt•p;ion's fresh water resmn L'lS \\ti l ,dso ,m ,l\'cJ,\gc ol 1. 2 clegrees t :dsrtto.; h) 20.$0, 
he distusscd I 7 dcgrccs C:cl~ius hy 2\l':iO ,tnd ) 

v\'hat arc the major l'i'lUCS o( tkgrt'l'S by 2Jtll). 
mountain countries in the ~:onteM nf ~tmtl,u ly, precqm.tunn [Mltcrns will 
global warming? ,dsn ch.tng~: .\nnual ,t\'l·ragl. 

~tudiL's h.tvt: ,dread\ slwwn th.tt prt·upllatton ~wer \icpal is dtTrL·.tsing 
global eli matt t h.tngc posL·s ,1 gt ,1n· .tt t hl r,llL of 9.H mm pet decadt> 
thre.lt to tht: glnh,tl mount.un s) stems If ow do you justify the rationale 
I he 1 .ttL of '' ,u mtng on tht mount.uns ts hch 111d muu ntai n i nitiativc? 
f.tstcJ th.111 th1· pl.tns dut to (,(Ito I ht .tgcnd,t 21 (ch.tptcr 13) adopted 
.tcrosols. S111ularl}, htgh dn .llt\111 pl.mts du1111g t h~· R 1n I .trt h "ummtl m 199:! .md 
,\nd animals ,\Jl lns1ng hab1t,ll .uL·,1 ,1s tht dnl,u.llKlllsof the lnt~rnauon.1l Yca1 
they tnl1\ c l11ghct l)ut· tn w1,11 hl'l 1 h.mgt, of ~ hlulll.tlns 1002 highhght~d the need 
.tvai\,tbilit\' of lr csh watt' I lo1 t'l1\ ll't11ll1ll'nt to I t:l'l1).1.1ll::t .md mainst rL',tm SU!>trunabk 
!lows and fot hunltln ust·s ts -~~· 111H1 slv mountain tkv~·lnpmcnt in nattonal 
,dlcncd devclopmcllL plans t~nd prognm1s. ~101e 

llow uo you sec the 'v1ountain tiMn 19millton pcoplcclrt·highlyclimatc 
Initiative in the tontcxt of ll ind Kush vu lnemhlc.:, With 10 mill ion incrt'aHingly 
ll imalayan region? at risk,ls pcrchmatcchangcvulner,thility 

(' here is tnadcq u,1t e ,1mi co mpk .x asM·ssnwnts l he change in the 
I u ndi ng systt•m C. un e nl :-; t ,1tus nf prt'dpit at inn .ulcltcmpcrature will allect 
mountains in terms ol wnsnvat inn anti liw lilh>nd ol IX'Oplc livitlg in mounta i11 
development is pt)or. < .lim.tLL' changt· is an·as 
aggravating t he already b,1d situ,1uon . 'v\' hat outcome would you expect 
created by globalb 1unn, hio dtvL·rsity from the Mountain Initiative meeting? 
loss and rapid socto ccnnonm dMngL·s. It wtll L' rcate a co mmon 

The tr,lns bound.try .tspccls of unclcrstancltng <tmong mount.un 
mount.tin ceo system scrvtCl'S t·.d l lor t·ounutcs on cltman: change impacts on 
regional cooperation The 1 1 1\.1 1 mount.tins mountmns and mountain communities 
<Lrc unport,\Dt fortheirrole.Ls\\.atcnmvns 1n order to present their common 
of Asia, bio-diversity hotspots, shdtu lnr pnont1es 111 mtcrnattOnal climate 
lragile fauna ;rnd flora sp<:ctes ( hma ,md dungc negotiations U i\ !'CCC and 
India can play import,\nl roles in the others including the upcommg lho+ 20 
regional cooperation 111 Hh.ll 1cgion Summit \nothcrimportantaspectofthe 
Chi1M aod Jnd1a have 17 pcn:cm and 1·1 miWll1W is to build a consensus toward<> 
percent of the respective t:ount1y·s arc-clS 111 in sLit ut ional i=i ng the }.I oun tai n 
Jl Kll region. hmiauw pmce~s and creating a common 

It is important for J\cpa l too. under'ltanding on s ustainable mountam 
According to climate change deve lopment Th1s will launch a long 
vulnerability asses~:ancnts, more than 1.9 term joumey. 

As the International Conference on wi ll provitle a great opportunity for 
mountain countries on climate change mountain countries to discuss their main 
is approaching, hopes are high that it issues and challenges. 
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INTERVIEW 

''Our Relations Are Good!" 
-H I \_-t \ GODrR-GOLDBFRGFR 

Since hi~ arrival in \,cpal, bracli Ambassador HA '\ ,\ '\ years and,lct alone in the la~t live year~>. It I'> ama=ing! ·1 he 
GO DER-GO LDBERG CR has o rgani=ec.l a number ol numherohchnols that opened in :-Jcpal in the last five )'Cars 
program~ to explore the possibility to bring h;racl'.'>technology is really a ln <ljor change. The percentage ol people that arc 
here Israel has ~>upportcd \lt.·pa l 1n the proce.'>'> ol goingno'' tohaveformalcducationisrncre,\<>mgb) threcto 
mnderm::.auon '>rnce the c.stahlr.,hment of rcl • .lllom more th.ln five percent every year Th1'i I'> an educational revolution! I he 
Inc decade., ..rgn 1 he em·o} '>h.rres ho" good he feels to be 1 n same th1ng you can ~a) about the health <,ector rorty orf1lty 
Nepal Excerpts ol his interview wrth EW SPOTLIGHT years ..rgo thcre wa!, h<lrdly .lily treatment fac1irlies, now there 

f\e pal and Israel have a long hi sto ry of bilate ral is <l llourishing number ol hospitals. l\ga1n, ynu still huve a 
relationship? How do you l-.ee it in the pn.:l-.ent context? long W<\)' tn go, there arc ulm ~ ol things Lo lnok lorward und in 

l)ur rclauon'> arq~ood l l he) .lre applrcahiL to all different this health '>eLtl)r you han: to run fonurd .dlthc umc, hctaU'>L 
-.ub.Jectc, and dnnen .~ionc, ol bilateral rcluunnc,, .ltthc le\·cl nl d you don't run lorward , )'llU .lrc left hc.h1nd a'> medici nee, and 
people tn penple, .lt the lcvelol govern mcnt c.·nnperatJon anti health .'>Cl"\'ll:l'Sarc unpnmng worldw1dc. So, Nepal ~hould keep 
cxt: hangc of vi'>lts between pcnpb. of 1-.rucl ancl 1\.epul nn running l n rwarcl andwt:wrl l tloourhe~ttnruntogclhcrwiLh 
\ \ 'henevcr I go .trnund, there 1s alwa)'s a vt:r>· good kclmg, the vnu and we wil l do everythrnp; needed lor conpcr.ltion w1th .dl 
lcclmg of good rdaunns hct ween \epa I .111d l'> r.lcl \ector'> 

How do you evaluate the development of \cp:tl-brael Sint·c you r arrivaJ here, a lot of Israel\, expe rts in health, 
relationship? social and other sectorH h:we visited \cpal , how c.·an 

I he t Wll enun lncs csLahl ishcd Lhci r hdmcr,d relation~; "ill ex pert:-. fmm both the cou ntrics bend it I rom each other? 
') ')years ·l)l;O .llld nur rclauon~ have rcm.uiH.:d good. \\ 'hen \\ 'henynul•lik.tbnutknnwhow,partncrshlp.tndeoopcmunn, 
\ltp.tl C'>tahlr.,hed the c.IJplnm.lllC rdaunn'> "1th brael, th.tt It I'> not -.nmcth1ng that nne can me.l'iun .. hy voluml I he. 
\\ .t'>the on I) c.ountf) ol the o.,uhconunent \\'lth '>llLh rcl.llll111'> lnenc.hh1p between the n.lli011'>1~gomp;onlnmard and lnm.m.l 
( )ur tkvelnpmcnt '>upportl'> ma1nl) in thl: !reid of knowhow I really led th.tt heart 1s open I rnm man} 1'\ cp.desc and lth 111 k 
I h 1s 1c; the lm ly way to bring ch;.rnge. t h i.~ cooperat ion 1s good 101' a ll ol us. Shul'lnp; the know how 

Israel has provided a Hign i fi<:an t support to ep:\1 for doc~ not mc,ln th,lt we gi vc smneth i ng, we .<>h.lrc the knnwhnw 
its modernization in the pal-.l. I low is 1:-.rael supporti n~ and when expert'> arc comrng here. the} learn a lot I rnm the 
'\cpa I now? cpalc-.e wuntcrpartc., Don't think 0Jcpal ha'> nnthmg to oiler 

l lndcrour'icholarship pmgram, alrno~t21l00 0-lepalc.'>c went to other naunns and to nthL-r countnes, you have a lot to g1vc 
tn lsracl in nrtler to have the experience lhaL we practice on a I rom what Yl) U huve ac hicved and the w•ty~ that you pmcticc 
day to day ba'iis in Israel. ., here is a Shalom ( lub nl the here. So, every cooperation i.'i good for hmb null oM and we .lre 
Alumnae I h1~ I~'> J groupo I Ncpalc'!c who went Lo lsracl1n nne proud to be p.m ol it 
olthcse progr.lm~. came buck, and arc mvnh·cd 111 communlt) Israel b known a~ a :-.ucces.-.ful model in community 
proJeCts here I hese people meet oecu~ 1onally and I unction health and modernization of agricu lture. 'A' hat i\cpal can 
a~animportanLimdgcbctwccn ourtwo naunn.~. /\ tthcsame learn from it ? 
Lime, and paral lel LO Lho~;c Ncp<llcsc that go to l ~mcl, we hring l\!cpalcsc have shown that they can make a real dillcrcncc 
experts here to have work<>hops, to run <;eminar~> lor profes.c.,ional'> Provided that technology 1s 1 ntrod uccd . Ncpale~c too can 
here in 1 cpa I 1\nd again It'<; ahout all the '>Uhjccts, whether generate money from agru.:ulture. \\ 'c have JU~t cclchr.tted 
you tall< about health , agriculture, cducauon , gender IS!>UCS, the Ncpull l<,raelr lomato day. \Ne have recent!}' celebrated 
t\IC~Os and ull kinds of issue~> tb.:rt we are sharrng the l<nowhow the first an nivcrsary ol the Maha Farm. l he idea of this I ann 
on and I Lhin k this ic; going very wel l. Let me tell you someth1np; o;Larted when 1\Jcpalesc whn went foragrit:ul tur.ll wor'k in I.e., mel, 
abou t thi.~ cooperat ion, which comec; ut all levels ·1 h1s understood and re-ali=L'tl thatthcrcan u~cthe1rworkingjourncy 
cooperauon come<; from the heart and goes to the he-art, by the to be a prolcc,s10nal cxpcncnce mur. Tim farm ts introducmg 
way, this is the reason that so many Israelis love t:o come Lo t:o 0lepal modern agriculture system and bnngs for the lu·st 
Nepal, that is because ol the open bean Nepalese have for Lime here the usage ol drip 1rngation system into commercial 
Israel, and Israe lis. practice. 1 wclve Nepalese from rwelvc d1l fercn L di~tric ts who 

From construction to agriculture and health, Israeli worked in Israel came here and established the farm ·1 hts ic; 
support to \cpal covers several areas. How do you view the result ol hard work of plenty of people 
1\cpal's progress in agriculture and other sectors? How do you sec the [ murc of farm? 

You have to look ar the statistics. The num bcr of schools The experts involved in it showed that Ncpale.c;ecrul produce 
thal Nepal bad 50 years ago and the number ol schools thaL up to 20 Lon s of tomato (rom Lhe one ropan i instead ol 6lons 
you now I havcsecnthat you have made a huge progre~s so lur. from one ropani. This change is the result of seeds brought 
~fay be the cup c;eems only hall empty but do not forget It is from Israel They hired the area- the tarm, and they invested 
also half full It is true that epal has a lot ol more things to all their savings and they started producing and this is what 
achieve. But, when you look at the achievements in the last 50 we arc marking. Now I'm gratef-ul, weare all grateful because 
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we an: all con~u mer-. So let·., say thank you ln these farmer'>, ln 
theses entrepreneurs that went and learnt anu pmcl iccd what 
they learnt and prodU<:ed here what Lhey experienced in IsraeL 
I he potentiu l here is <lrna::ing and let mt ju'il cmphas1::e nne 
I.H .. l, the t radl llonal Nepalese farmer'> prnduec 6 LOll'> I rom a 
rnpanl but these Ianners .Ire producmg 20 LOn<; or tomatoes, 
three t11nes more than their norm,d lratilllnn.ll producllnn I 
Lh1nk we have a lew wnrk~hops 1n th1.s I'>Slle and again we arc 
very happy to share this knowlcdp;c. 

Israel is one of t he popular destinations for Nepalese 
workers, what i ~ the present state of 1'\cpalcsc in Israel? 

Nepalese arc cnn~1uercd in hracl a'> hardwork mg and 
diSCiplined people I hey arc very hard workmg and they earn 
up toone thou'>and hvc hundred l Sdollars per mont h I h11> I'> 

why many ,\cpalcsc arc trying to go to lc;rael in order in the 
agric.:ulture sector and also as care giver.'> lor needed people in 
I srael.f.et me say one more thing, may be, when you bave g1)ld 
in your pocket, you don't appreciate it, but you have a golden 
country Erom the I vcrcstto the ·1 emi, to the beautiful parb in 
1 cra1 (rom Pokhurato the east, it is a beauuful country and, 
not only that, excuse me for giving my compliments to my 
c.:o llcagucs here, nice people are here, clever people arc here 

Nepal has been passing through a very critical political 
t ransition with const itut ion writing and peace pmcessas 
top agenda. W hat is your observation about tb is in Nepal? 

Things are movmg forward and It has reaehecl the stage 
where Nepalese people think what they think and wbat the> 
believe and the way they want the future ol thiscountry to be 
looked at and it is up to the Nepalese people to make this 

INTERVIEW 

dcc.:1~10n ) ou luvc c.:hnscn.,l eerta1n prnccss, ,\ l'crtal n system 
And we wi ll support o~ ny agreemen t that you wish. 'v\ 'c will he 
happy i I you come tn the sett lement as S\1011 as possi blc untl we 
wi ll go all the way wi th you 

I low hopeful arc you? 
\ohody '>hould ru'>h you, nobody '>hould tell you," hcthcr 

you should pnonu::c It, yestcrch.t}', today or tomorrow t )nl} 
you wi II come Wit h your soluuons .111d only you Wll l llnall::t 
this proccs.~. W hen all parties '> it LoActhcr 111 a round Lahle, 
they smile, t hey tali< and they h•1vc a d ialogue, and th is brings 
InC tO be Opll misti<.: because Once there is a ui<lioguc, you 
would Cind t he W<ty, you would lind the r-..cp.di way hecau<;e 
}'OU mustlmd the o;nlution 

How do you sec t he state Middle ht!>t ? 
Situated in the place wluch someumt'> can be problematic, 

the Middle East is nnt a stable place and unl ortunatcly there 
arc moderate cleme nts in the Vliddle roast and extreme 
clements in the \ l1ddle East. 1 hesc c h o~ ngcs in t he N1idd lc 
East that we <;.tw recently are sti ll unclear l lnfonunatcly we 
don't know where the \ Iiddle [a'>t is going Some people o;ay 
that it is going to be an Arab spnng But , in the spri ng you 
have nowers, I don't see lovely nowcrs nourishing out or t im 
development. But we wi ll see if it comes, then it will be excellent 
lor all the peoples olthe .\tlicldle East. It's not that we do not 
have to be worried. T n order to achieve peace, you have to be 
prepared for war \\'eak nations can not survive and let me 
SAY: For peace we wi II compromise wherever a comprom ic,e is 
needed. But, I emphasize, there is one thmg we are not going 
to compromise, which is our security. • 
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ARSENIC 

1s bad ly allccted hy itrsenic rema ins 
uncenam. 

\ clec,\Cic later, 1t "as cstimeltcd by 
the governmcm, that .tbout 2.7 million 
people in 1\Jepal arc drinking water with 
arsenic coneen t r,tt ions above the 
rccommt ndcd intern,tt ion.tlthrcshold of 
10 ppb. 

"J\rscn lt' poisomng can be prevented 
in different wap:;,~ s<utl \lam Raj " l here 
arc 1 hree \\ .tys of preventing peopk l rom 
LISIIl!j <II Sl:IHl l'OllteUlllll.ltcd WtllU rhc 
I irst ts 1 o prm•1de an .trscn1c liltcr With an 
i nclividual hand pump." 

I he \kpedl \(,t)'s I \I Pill) .tnd 
R\ \ ·~~-;p dn'l'lopcd, tngether \\"ll h <llc.un 
ol rescell t ht' l" ell \las..,, tt·huscu s Institute 
ol Tech 11t11ogy ('vi ii ), a lt'w cost hltl';antl 
w.tter l1ltt:1 ,\l hou..,cln1ld b·el It filters 
\\,ttcr f1n111 .trsenlt and 1Hht·r 

A Silent Killer l'Oill<lll1111tlnts "The01 el icall)', f lilt' Is nf 
any kind bring the .trsenic level hdow 
<lt'tcpt.thk kvcl (')O ppb) also l'\'t'll up 
to 10 pph But 11 clqwnds on lllm people 
dn the 11pt 1 ,tllon," lw warns. 

Higb prcl':t!encc of:m>enic in w:m:r is kil/in!J htmdrcd.\ of people: in \cpu/ 

lly LARA Sl Jy KF.RIHIYK 

\IL pod IS h,l\'lllg t 0 dt.:.tl \\ ll h ol grcell 
\\',tt CI .., lwn,tgc. Bt·t.tusc nl global 
w.trmmg, the llim,tl.tyitS <ll1d gl.tt'll'rs .tre 
lltt.: lt ing .tnd t ht· watt.•r p1 Pblcm is getl ing 
mm c trllll'ed t.'WI y day 

!-.:at h m.tntlu d~ llletnds 200 m til inn 
l1ters nl w,ner dall y l he gtWt' lnment 
reports 1 n 1 he World Water Organbtt ion 
show t h.tt l he .1ut ho1 it ies Me .thlt.: to 
suppl) only ahoul 160 million lllns of 
the prcunus liqwd d.tdy Ctlmpound1ng 
with th1s is the lad< of unsak drinking 
water, which is leading to many disea~;c.;;. 
rhe Ocpetlt ment ol \\ ell cr Supply ,md 
Samtallnn (0\ \ 'SS) esu mates t hell 1 ')000 
l·hddrcn dil: each year due to diarrheal 
diseases 'caLt~ed' by poor environrnentttl 
sanital inn ,tnd lack ol access to q u,tlit y 
water supply. 

l nsale drinJ<ing water can .1lso lead 
to arsc111c mitigation. Arseoic is a s ilen t 
killer, because the health eHccts of 
arseruc potsoning eu·e generally delayed 
by drinking the arsenic (As) rkh water 
over a long period of five to rwen1 y yertrs. 
lt leads LO sk in [lrob lems, cancer, 
diabetes, high blood pressu1 e and 
reproductive cl1sorders, es pecially 
hannJ ul [or the fetus nl pregnant women. 
More alarming, it IS not only found in 
water but also in rice, and Nepali people 
eat da//Jl1aar at least twice a day. 

"The presence o( arsenic in water is 

html ilt·s 111 Nt.: p.d distrihutt·d more 
than lJOll lilters in the Nawalparas i 

sll,\llgt.:l) enough Vl'l')' n.lltll.d," s.ud D1stritt, Olll ol the wo1st ,dkth.:d .ue.ts 
\J,tm Raj !rom the \\n1ld llc.tlth ln~qMl lhehltt·rl.tstslm12yt·.us,md 
Olgani::auon (WI IO) nl Nc p;d. "Naltl lcd I.S ea!>y ln usc ctnd lllil lnl<llll. 
.tl's(·nit· salts art· present 111 all watc1 hut 'l he W l lO wa.s initiated Msc ni c 
usu.tlly onl)' 111 WI> sm.dl.utHIUnts. \lost t c~t ing Ill some di.sllll'ls ol C<tstCIIl 'kp<tl 
ol the wat1:1 111 the wotld lt.~s nauu.tl mort· th,m .1 dt·t.tdt• .tgo l atn 1)\\'SS, 
MSl'llll conn·nt l tli1011S of less 1 h ~Ln 0.0 1 l I"< I( .I I· olnd l ' i\ l (,thlloll completed 
mg/ l it c l .~ b lanket testing. 'vVIIO i.o; p1ovid 1ng 

Arsenic \\olS ilrsL tested .tnd detected t reLining lll dot'tOI sol .trscnie pmnt• .tre,t 
tn tube wells m 2000. Sull, no ev1dcnt'l' lln dete<:t)()n .tnd nl.ln.tgcnH:nt of 
t.ln tonfirm hm' or when Msen1t .nscn~tosts rlH')' .ue llllnking ,\bout 
nct·unctl in g1ound water nl 1\Je pal. It estahl1shing a sc nuncl s ite lnr 
must be I rom nattu,d source~ It is lound s urveill;ult't' of <trst.·nit osis 
111 all ft·nu d1sll1lts ol i\cp.d In some As mt•ntioned, Msenlt. ts ,dso 
dlsllttts, thc b •clexcccdsthe maximum dcteett.:d 111 lood ntT, vcgetahks. lish, 
cn nct.:n tratinn of ')0 ppb (pan pe t~ and people might not he very elware of 
bi ll ion) . Arst• ni c is mos t ly found in eating co ntaminated nutri ents. 
shallowtubewdls Occuncnteofarsenlt· J\meriran invcstig.llor~ ol the 
111 deep tube wells 1s very r.ue hut it docs Darthmout h ~lcd 1cal School publtshed 
ex i ~->t, according to authorities. t heir rese.uth for P\IAS, an Acaclt:my of 

So far, no s ign il ican t arsen ic Scicore in the States. The stucly reveaLs 
concentration is [ouncl in places othe l t hat ril'C is also i l s ign ificant source o[ 
than the Terat in ~epetl. A probe arsenic 
conducted clu1 tng 2006 2008 tested all Arsemc is known to be a rat poison 
lUbe weUs ol the 20 Temi districts. Out <tncl hopclully it will s top poisnn iog 
ol the 1.2 million rested tubes, about 1 7 people who are exposed Lo it through 
%of those were contaminated wi th theirdnnkmgwatcror the food, the)' eat 
arsenic above the acceptable level of ')0 by making it an important priority. The 
ppb. The OWSS notes that the soils must be examined carefully before 
co nce ntration was found to be making a tube well or farming field, and 
dangerously high in districts. namely, people need to take the silent ktller vef)' 
Rupandehi, i\awalpamsi, Rautahat, Bara seriously because of the severe health 
and Parsa. The reason wby only the Terai problems it can cause, like cancer. 

I 
Lara is jntcm from Belgium 
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DELHI DIARY 

No Suntala Badaam 
As l landed in Dclh1 la<;t week after a 

hnef stay in Kathmandu, I was welcomed 
4u1te 'warmly' h)· the weather. The last 
week ol ~·la rch usually signals the end 
nl .<.pring in Del hi, soari ng tem peralures 
characLeri::ing the mon ths Lherea(Lcr 
\\'hcncver l come h.tck Lo the cJt)', the 
ltr'>L few day.<. become pretty gruesome 
1 hanks to the mm:h cooler summer-. ol 
1--athmandu, com 1ng to the Indian capt tal 
and adjusting Lo the r,\l herd ry .tntl hoL 
.~u rn mer has never been ca8y lor me. \t\' ith 
the me rcury rising each day, my thml 
'summer' in Dclh1 i'> gn1ng he eyually 
ddltcult,l can prell) much predtctthat 
.dread)' It IS at umes ltke thc.'>e that I 

1::c how lnrtunutc we \cpali people 
<trc tnterm$ ol the weather! And it is also 
at Li mes like these thal I missju.st la::ying 
around at home 1n the warm sun with 
\II/ Haler and lxiclawul 
I he Dirty Pictu re 

\\ 'tth examUMLI\)no.; rnund the corner 
.tnd pressure 1n college mount ing, I 
h.tven'L been able to e<ttch up with the 
r~:ccnL poliucal huppcn 111gs llowevcr, a 
I rnn L page new'> grubbed my attention a 
kw days hack • BJ ]> \It n l.'>ter in another 
porn c,candal' I trst 1--arn.ttaka and nnw 
t•u1arat! It appear~ that the part) 's 
mtn tstcrc; h.wc o.;omc scnous aff'ixallon 
With t\dult movies, he IL a K<mnaclmini~>Lcr 
nr a ( , ujarati nne, Ill!· t hat matter. Some 
hormonal imbalance? ( )r is it the tntcn.<>e 
tr,uningseS!>Ion olthc RSS (from where 

) of che BJ P mem her'> come) wh 1ch 
lc,t\'CS them so urctl that they relax 1n 
the parliament w•1tch 1ng t he t riple X 
L•tmasha?This may rcqutresorncscrious 
research. 

v\'hatever the rea'>on, two such case'> 
111 a single month have put a nasty .'>taln 
~)11 the c;affron tmagc ol the right wmg 
party. \fore such ca&cs can put the BJ P'c, 
dream of victory in the 201-l centrul 
elect ions i11 jeopardy. The Congress, on 
the other hand, wh ich has been gloomy 
.tnd on a low pmlilc since their poor 
performance in the '>Late elections, m U'it 
he rejoicing! 

l he traditional Indian politicians arc 
not behind their modern Ame rican 

counterpans could howe,·er be a po'>ilive 
side olthe story if they like to <;ee that 
way After all, d tdn't Pre~ident Clinton 
have a colourful stint at the Oval his 
oil icc courtesy I ewi nsk i 1 So why not an 
Indian politician? 

I ucky l s 
1 he ad m1ssion I nrt he new ~e.,sion in 

Del h 1 Ll n ivcrc,i L y (l)ll) ha.'> com me need 
and like the pa~L tWO years,! have COITil: 

acro'>s a con'>ldcr,tblc numher ol t ep.th 
studcnu, who have come hereto complete 
the .tdmisslnn procedure I nrc1gn 
students arc <..]Utle lut:ky when 1L comes 
to geLLing into I)L I W hile nur Ind ian 
countcrt)art~ lace tnugh compclillon, 
thanks to the high cut offs. we get in 
rcl.ttively eac,ll\ I vcn an average '>tudent 
can hope to gct.tdtm'>sion although he/ 
she might have tn scule for something 
less t han t he expected That is, the 
co ll ege o( o ne's <.:ho1ce may not he 
guarantecc.l. Since the co llege'> arc 

Global Coverage 

Ry AJHjJT SII AR\IfA 

allotted by the Dl l administration, your 
marks simply determine which college 
you get admtlled Lo. The better the 
marks, the hcucr the college. 

ll owever, due Ln the lack oJ adeq uate 
infonnauon provided by the Lin ivcrsity, 

ll 1nd many ,\Jcpal l stuc.lcnts perplexed 
Well, t haL''> .J USt a beginn ing to t he 
muddled system olthe Dl ! 
BeatingThc Ileal 

\ \ 'ith cxammauon lever catchmg up 
on u<; , time'> arc gelling tough <~nd full 
of ~Lrc.:s~. So nne ntght, along with,, lew 
lncnds I decided tn go to a ncar b) small 
town Murthal,j ust to let our hai r· dnwn, 
"I he place I'> pnpuhlr lor iL '> h1ghw.1y 
loot!, much like our ~1ug ling 1 he ')t) 
lolomctrc d tc,t.tn<.:c c.lld noL even take U'> 
20 minute.'> Lo rc;.Kh,thanks to the well 
hulltand maintamcd htghwaysof lndta 
1\ eoollassi qucnchetl our thir<>L 111 Lhc 
swclcerLnRhcat.llnwcver,in nowaycou ld 
it beat chc piC'asw·c ol havi ngswrtala/Jtulam 
in the warm wc.tthcrl • 

Air /Il l Cargo 

Commtrc:lallllpmeBt 

~LOWIOE EXPRESS 

1469, Rrumhahpath (lnfront of Laxml Plaza) ~···· 
Putalisadak, Kathmandu, Nepal. .,.• ~ 

Tel: 997..01-42121221 977..01-4263155 •• 
E-mail : lnfo!Pawecourier.com :i 

Website: www.awecourier.com M mau.O..•:riwi,i .. a';wD,gwe••K•a•.•m"mD 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

REVIEW 

AgentVinod 

A series ol ~ccm 1 ngly unconnected 
events across the wnrlcJ leads to Agent 
\ inod underwkinp; a globe trotting 
m1<>~1011 to cli<>covcr why hi'> colleague W<L'> 

murdcrcc.L 
Director Snr.1m Rap;ha' an 
\Nritcrs Sm-.tm Ragh<l\an (stor)). 

Anpl Bi.c;was (sll1r)') 
Star!>: 1\arn:nu Kapoor, Saif Ali 

I' han and ivlallka l laydnn 
An amb1tiou~ '><:ripl, set in v.uinu<; 

MOVIE PREVIEWS 

Wrath o f t he ·1 ita ns 

Pe rseu s hmvc<> the treacherous 
underworld to re~cue h1 ~ luther, =ell '> , 
c.tpturcu hy h1-. '>nn , Arc'>, and hroLhcr 
ll.tdc'> who unlca-.h Lhc anc1ent IILan'> 
upon the world 

The Bourne I cgacy 

Director: 
Jonathan 
l1chcsman 
Star<;. Sam 
\ \'nnhington, 
I 1am 'kcson 
and Rosamund 
Pike 

A -.wry centered on a new ( lA operau,·e 
111 the universe ha~>ed on Rohert Ludlum's 
novels. 

Di rector- rony 
C ,ilroy 
vVnters: Tony 
(;ilroy 
(screen play), Dan 
Gil roy (screenplay) 
Stars: Jeremy 
Renner, Rachel 
Weisz and Edward 
t\orto 

The Dark Kn ight Rises 
l:lghtyears after Batman took the fall for 
'l wo Face's crimes, a new terrorist leader, 

- .. , .. ··.·.· .... ····~~ •...••. :.~!te.f•·;kt; 
.. ··.1#" ; . ' .... . . .. :---- • .• ••· ••.. ·.. . .. 

. .-.> :Y •.. ,,~·· . 
P' I ' ···~ ~::;/ ~ .. - \f( .... 

/ " ~ ~:~< 
• , I I · .-.,-~._. t.-

; .• " 
~ ' 

• i ' ' J...: . ' : , , t. \ 

v 8'GENFVJN~o~ . . .., . ; 
./ 1\1 ' 

counLries, A( ol \l l \ I \OD is by farthe 
most credible ~cl:rl'l agent moVll madl 
1nBollywoocl ilmhlnctanethnllcriM'> 
style and suhstanl·c, hot hi 

·r he story hcg111.~ with a series nf 
~cemmgly uncnnnectcd event'>, all over 
the glnhc. 

Bane overwhelm'> ( ontham'-; fine.'>L, and 
the Dark l<nighL re!iurlaces Ln prnlcl'l .t 
city that hrancls h11n an enem y 

l he Expendables 2 

l)irector· 
( hnstophcr \olan 
\\ 'mer., Jon.tthan 
\nlan 
(o;creenplay). 
( .hnsLnpher Nnl.tn 
(screcnpluy) and 
mhcrs 
St.trs ( hmtian 
Bale, Joo;cph 
( onrdon Levitt and 
( 1UI) ' Old man 

Mr Chu rch reunites the l'x pcntlahlcs lor 
wh<lt should be an easy paycheck, hut 
when one of their men is murdered on 
the job, the1rt1uesL lnr revenge puL'> them 
deep in enemy Lcrmory and up agamst 
an unexpected thrcal. 

Director: 
Simon Wc'>L 
vVriLers: 
Sylve.ster 
Stallone, Dave 
Callaham 
(characters), 
and 2 more 
credits» 
Stars: Sylvester 
Stallone, Liam 
llemsworth 
and Randy 
Couture 

One expects ,\(~1 \lT \T\OD to be 
an elegantly cldincd story with an 
exqui~> i te l y structured sc reenplay 
I writers: Sri nun Raghavan and t\rij ll 
Bic;was], with snmc unantici[Mtcd 
betrayals, sen'>aLinnal locations, slick 
,tcLion but\\ ith the ahscnce ot gadgets 
If that's precl'>d) the way you are k>('lklng 
at /\GENT \'INt)J) unlea">hing bclorc 
your eyes, you've gnt 1L right. 

A.C.~L'H \ ['\it)L) i~ a h i oct•tnc 
espionage thriller WlLh .t heart It •~ not 
JU~L brawny <.1nd d) n.unic, hut \\'ltl\ and 
ua::1 too l ILr.t '>lick and !>L)Ii'>h, thl'> 
des1 Bond mov1c adhere'> to the lormula 
untl succeeds 111 meeting the 
humungous cxpcelaLion<>. AC~ I ·N I 
\ 'I NO[) has all Lh~: pmcntialtodcvcklp 
1ntn .t Lriumph.tntl r.tnchi~e! 

( Cllll1riY W\\'Yl'Jx~lvwoc>d/uml(ci/IIU Will 

vlcn in Black Ill 
!\gent J travel'> 111 lime to \IIR's early 
year~o in the 1960s, ln '>top an alien I rom 
a~sas.~ inaLing hi.'> lncnd Agent K and 
changing hisLOr)' 

a . .. i. . I 
~I I 1 I \ ~ .. . 
4 ' ~ t f ~!~' 

D1rccLor Ban; 
~onncnrcld 

\\'riLer'> I nwcll 
C.unn tngham 
(cnmic), l)avld 
Koepp 
c~crcenpby) . 
and 3 more 
credits » 
Star'> Wlil 
Smith , 1om my 
I cc .Jones and 
Josh Brolin 

The Amazing Spider, 'v1 an 
Peter Parker lmu'>.t clue that might hcl 
h1m under'>Land why his parents 
disappeared when he was young. I lis 
paLh puts him on aco l li.~ion course with 
Dr Curt Connors, his fatbcr'6 rormcr 
partner. 

Director· 1\ larc 
Webb 
Stars: Andrew 
Garneld. 
Emma Stone 
and Rhys Hans 

Courcesy: 
www.imdb.com 
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TOURISM 

TOURIST ARRIVALS 

Good Start 
arrival periotic; and arc optimistically 
lookmg up to the main season, wl11ch 
stans from \larch. 

According to Hotel Association 
l\Jcpal, the occupancy in five star hotel 
rooms will be more t han 80 percent for 
t his March and April. 

Despite a growing sense of political instability, Nepal's 
tourism sector has sh own positive growth 

Accord ing to the data, till the lirs t 
week ol ~ 1 .trch, s tar hotel's capacity wi ll 
bc pus hL·d to the limits for t hese l wo 
months I his ri.se is 10 15 percent more 
th.l!l prt'\'IOUS rear In \larch of previous 
ye<U, only Mound 68 percent of the eight 
fivt• st,u hotels were used, where.ts in 
1\pril the number 1ose to around 74 
percent, .tt' tmdmg Lo the Tourism 
M int'>ll'}' 

By DEBESH ADHI KAR I 

\\ ' lut tourism entreptTnl'lll .wd 
nat ron,tl c:oordmatnr nl \Jep.d ., nmrsm 
1 e;tr 2011 Yngenclm Shakya .~;uti during 
the dosing ceremony ol ,\JTY 20 11 s~.:ems 
to be corn ing L l ue. Talking 111 mnli.t 
person, Shakya had said tht• invcsum:nt 
m,ttk· tn \1 11· 2011 would heat l ht· l tull 
lot d.tys tn cnme as the )'l'•ll' helped tn 
m,u ket \it'IMI's mMgc .thro.td 

,\lthnugh ptl)tnntinn.d 
.KllVlllt's st.uted at tht 
I.ISt mrntlle, \JTY 2011 
l1.1d gre.ll 1111 pacts. I at k 
nl promnlrnnal acuviuc·s 
ahnut 1\i IY 201 1 hindered 
Nepal lrnm achicving the 
I mill inn tourists' goal. 

, \dtl)'cl Bat.tl, 

percent rcspccllvcly in .January and 
1'cbruary over the satlll' period last year. 
rhc number o i Ch tlll'Sl' tourists .llso saw 
a whopping rise or 107 11l' ll'l'11t injanwuy 
when compared w it h 1 hl· i01s1 year Some 
6,6) I Chinese l Oll ri-;1 s vi.si tl·tl t he tMtion. 
llut, m conLr<tsl, 111 l·ehnt.uy. the number 
decre,L<>ecl by 2) I pt•tn·nt t h.m that of 
JHe\'IOU'\ ) cal 

lounst o\lll\'cli'> from 
t ht· nt he1 \stan 
UHlnlllt's, I 111 ope .md 
\ llll' lllol \\'l'l c ,dso VCI y 

tlllOUt.lging .1nd we re 
mos1 iy on i t ttsrng trend. 

F ,'\ pnl s say l he 
c.u rynvt• t t• f lct· ts ol 
\JqMi I nurism Year 2011 
.uHI tht· \ tstt lumbtnl 
l'•lllliMl)l;n .nc the m.tin 

rhe ticket h110king tO the major tourist 
ckst inatinns n l the cnun 1 ry is ,dso 
cncouragi ng and l he domcstk ai rl i ncs 
arc plann rng t11 mnease the number ol 
!lights fm tlw, tnunst se<L'i\111 i\nordmg 
to clll IJncs U)111iM11its, 90 pCI'CL'Ilt of oil I 

ttckets on Pnkh.u.1 h.tthm.mdu Pokh.u.t 
routt h,l\'e .ds11 heu1 booked till \l,t) 

l ·o1 hes m.tg.l::nw's ren·nt hsttng l11 

\lount I Vl'll'st 111 the top Ten Stunn111g 
lmwi l1esl t11.11Jons ,uound the world h.ts 
made Ii i Ill' 1 h,u f'\l'p.dcsl' tourism wil l be 
one n i 1 hl' 1 alk ing points in t he 
intcm,ttl\lnai ltMrkr ts ami will del inll ely 
arouse tnll· ttsts .unnng the l'Oncet ned 
tr.t vde t s .Inti .uti 1 n till' promotion ol 
\Jc p.tl 

"Pt)kespnsnn nl tht· 
'\t'JMl I ounsm Board, 
s,ud t he1 e h.1d ht•t•n 
perststt Ill gtowth 111 Lilt 

l OUIISl S <11'11\'cd, 

-.. ••• ~~~~~~l~ciS\)JlS fot VCI'}' 
l'IK01llolgll1)l; Mrl\'cll of 

Yogendra Shakya 

But still 1 ht· 111.1111 questions wdl 
,th\ .t\'S l1t wdl ')()12 owrsh,tdo\\' the 
tour~ sts' o\111\ ,d ol 21)11? \\'til \IS It 

I umh111 1 ) e.u 2012 he ,, higgt·t Slll'tTSS 

l h.m \Jepal I ou tt 'i l11 }'e,tr 20 II? 

iMllltlll.trl) ol the ( htnc-.t• \it•p.tl h.ts 
tmmt·nsc p rospcets nl .tttntt'l tng 1 ht• 
l ' iunest• tou rists ,tnd t ht· uH tnt ry has 
bct•n unable tO reap the bt:nd its full y. 

"l here is cl need fm cn llahn ral l\ln 
between the priv;tte and puhhr S!.Ttnrs 

tn hno'it tounsm in i\ep.d," ht· s.ud 
\1 cp.tl needs to do mmc tn attl.tll a 

mtlhon tnun.,ts this ycm. Pmne \lmtslt'l 

D1 B,tbtu.un Bh,\U,\rai has ,tlsn 1 t't tnt I) 
puhltt ly <KtCpted tlutthc J,tck nl c\llllollt 

Wtth i\epal Airlines IS maktng deep and 
st•riou s negative impact.'> nn the 
Nep.1lcsc tourism sector. 

Des pite l.tck of aircralt, in .January 
,md I :c bruary of t his year. tourist an ivals 
incn.•a,.;cd by around 20 percent 
lompan:d to tbc S<tmc period last yea1. 
\ccmding to the Immigration Oflice, 
I nbhuvt~n International ,\irpon (I 1.\), 
snmt' 8{,7{7 tourists arrived in '\epal m 
the lirst 1 wo months through airways 

Among the t\\'O neighbors, lndi,t 
tOni inuccl to dominate the numbers, and 
tl'gistcred a growth rate of 29.2, 28.8 

llllltlsts tn the lust two 
months of the yc.u 

Janu.try and c.trl}' l·ehlll.tl')' arc 
considered as o11t: n i 1 he lmwst 1 omist 
seasons. li enee, touri.sm ind ust l'ia ib ts 
sc~·m very exc ited lmm 1 he posi t ive 
tourist ;u-riv.tls in one ni t ill' lowest tourist 

Only t ime wd l tc ll 
But fl.'> the }'t:ilr lm:ked l) lf , l umbtn i 

has t·om i111'lahly hcate n 1\ I'Y 2012, ,tl 

lc.tst in the f t rst tWO months. • 
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ARTICLE 

"I Am Not A Gay: I Support Gayism" 
ByPRATYUSH NATHUPRETI 

The onl y source or know ledge is 
experience (Alben rinstein). F.very 
experience makes you learn .tnd helps 
to enHghtcn others I too had a wonderful 
experience o( knowing third gender. 

It was a Mondayaltcrnoon when I was 
coming I rom ltahari to Biratngdl' with a 
lot o[ satic,faction and excitement, as I 
got the license to dri ve. After .1 hectic 
Lime, I hoarded the hus A man , aged 
around thirty eight, came and sat hc<;iclc 
me \ \ 'e c,t..trtcd our conversations about 
the political SllU ,ll Jon o l Ne pal; 
gradually, we startcu sharing our views 
with co mfort. Alter a little more oi 
eonver'>.tllnn, he came close to me \\ 'hen 
my l)e n-.cs came .tllvc and my Jcllve 
respo nse I rom my stimulu.c,, ll 

living form of mankind . The bibl e 
indicates that c;od has created man in 
hi'> image. In \lepal, homoc,cxual and 
third gender arc considered a'> mmoritics 
and are subj cclccl to inequa lity and 
co ntinuously- restricted to enjoy all 
lacetc, of a dignlficclli£c \\'e are all 
I ull)' aware of c,cveral incidents which 
show that these minorities h<lVe been 
vicli mized. 

llowcvcr, in Sunil Babu Pant &:other<; 
"" NepaJl;m·ernmcnt,Lhc Supreme Court 
m.1dc an h htnnc deci~ion , nrclcring the 
(~ lwcrnment ol t'-Jepal Lo recognize third 
ge nd er according to their gende r 
1dcnuty and prntcct c,cxual and gender 
mmonty nght'> a.c, natu ral persons 

made me fee l t hat there is 
.~omcthmg fi .sh)', and I gcsLUrcu ULIWI"""'Iflii• 
h1m w1th • .mgcr Jnd he qu1ckl) . • , 
responded Ln me by '>d)' l llg ~arc you · 
gay"? Spon taneously, I replied . "1 
am not a gay, I <; uppnrt gayi'>m" 
I !I ll reached mydc~lln.tllon , l had •~itltlll 

remains on paper. The government is st ill 
not able Lo implement the deci'>IOn. It 
has come to light that, in fact, m many 
districts, many Lhird gender people are 
denied C iti::cnshi p I D, Lhc oll iccr 
<ltguing, that they arc not authori::cd by 
t he \linl.'\try to issue the Citizen~htp 10 
to them 

No neth eless, the Supreme C:o url 
decision <Jnd support I rom social activists 
have led to the th1ru gender gaining 
recogn1llon and on verge of gelling lcg,d 
nght ~ In recent years, 1\.,cpal has become 
more gay friend ly. I he main problem 
wi th thi'> i~'>Ue is ol .'iocial stigma, .~o 
homoo;exualrL)' i~ o;ull ,ltaboo and there 
IS no '>pecd Jc law ag.un~l gay or ~ame 

sex marriages while, decision of 
Supreme ( nu rl 1s not 
nnplcmentcd 

\\'hat I bchcvc IS, one .'\hould 
respect lls cul tun:, Lradiuon and 
relig1o n but sho uld noL ullow 
crc<lllon of t<lbom, wh1ch lead to 
th'>LI'lmlnaunn .tgaln'lt cert.tln 

- people. I think 1L's the yout h who 
a n1ce cxpcncnce Ln know hun a~ a 
person .ul<.l thc dd llcu ltic.c, he laced 
being lmm Lhc thll'll gender. li e 
narrated his stor)" he had two 
daughter'> .wcl a c,on I a'>kcd hun 
if you were a gay,thcn whyd 1d you 
get marriecl . li e an .... wcretl that 
hecau ~c ni t he <>ocicty he coulu not 
tell hl'> p.lrents about h1s bcmg .t 

iiiiilliiiiiiiil!•"'"oq C<ll1 el iminate Lhc d iscriminatinn 

th1rd gcndcr.l o marry as a Lran'>gender 
is loolwtl hy the .c,oc Jcty as a soc ial evil 
lie wa . .,awarcof consequences like hat reel 
and dhcr1minauon I wa~ in the 
intermediate level when thl!> 1nc1dent 
happcncd, now lam pursuing law when I 
reali ::c how LG13'1 community is lacing 
discnminJLion in our society 

It reminded me of the law lecture 
delivered by Justtcc G.\. Ray, lormer 
supreme court judge of l nclia, where he 
salcllhat biological existence is not the 
goal of human life A man must have a 
meanmglullife touching all facets of a 
dignilied life. To achieve this, the most 
important componenL is liberty in ics full 
manHc~tation . Therclorc,li[eand liberty 
are insepar-ably in ten wined. Man IS not 
only born free but has inherent rrghr ro 
live lrcc. The re ligious script of rhe 
liindus, the 'Bhagvad Gita' mentions, 
that atter passing though numerous life 
forms, a creature auai ns the highest 

II we anal)·::c the prcl1m1nary dralt 
prepared on Fundame ntal Righrs and 
l)i rcc ti ve Pri nci pies by Cnn.c;tit ucnl 
A.,c,cmbly , it has been expresc,ly 
mcnuoned about the equality status to 
any person Jn <;pite of color, sex, mcc, 
c<.lslc, tribe, gender, sexual oriental inn 
and biological condition Thi c; show.!. 
that upcommg constitution will remove 
th e di<>crim 1nati on faced by th ese 
com m u n ilics 

This provi sion is simi lar to the 
Constitution ot South Afnca, which has 
seeks to ensure non -discmninaLion on 
the basis or sex ual orientation. South 
AI ri can Constitu ti ona l Co urt has 
construed that no person is subjected to 
the dtscrimination on grounds of sexual 
orienration which includes the third 
gender as well. In the sa me li lle, the 
constitmion or l:iji has incorporated a 
similar provision 

1 he Supreme Court decision, however, 

in soc1ety bccatL'>C nne m U'>l know 
thatl,lw on I)' gm erne; one'c, acuon 
hut never ch.lngc~ the thin k1 ng of 
t lw ]1l:llplc, '>0 1t ca n he a weak tnol 
lnr social change ·1 he ch.1llcngc 
lor 1\.,cpal i'i not only a polrucal 

change ol geLling lcg1o;lation, bul the 
chall enge is winn1ng the hea rts and 
minds of the lami ly members and oiLhe 
socict y I a w can on I) protect U'> I rnm 
tli~crimmauon but <..annot clrm1nate 
discrimination . Youth can only end 
di scr iminution because o lucr 
generations, with lime, have developed a 
mind c;ct wh1ch ic; dtfl1cult to change 
wherca<> other people arc immature to 
understand abom Lransgendcr people. 
'vVe youth should come lor transforming 
sociel) 'c; understandmg of gender in 
order to make our cou ntry safe lor all 
people, regard lese; of gender identity or 
expression. People need to be ope n 
minded enough tO diSC USS thiS I!.SUe 
based on rational grounds. Let us not 
analyze "who said what when", instead 
we need LO analyze our self, what we are 
doing. l think to hate for a biological 
susceptibili ty is to hate the human 
soul.• 
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VIEWPOINT 

Only Rice Is The Food? 
By DR. AR f INA l IPRETJ 

"I low much do we have to pay for food?" 
I asked the hotel owner of the Doli district 
a lew years ago. We were I ive hcallh 
workers 

"For you, it is 20 rupees and, (or others, 
ill'> 75 rupees," the hotel owner '>aid \\ 'c 
were vel)' ~urpriscd 

"\ \ 'hy special Lavor to me '" I ac;ked 
the hotel owner,smiling. Looking at me, 
he said , "You did not eat food (khana). 
You ale on ly chapatti and vegetables" 

l ie meant that [ did not cat ri<.:c. All 
our col leagLICS had rice and all the 
vcgctublcs ·1 hat was the smartle<>~on I 
learnt and everywhere I went, I LOid the 
hntcl nwncr that I \\'Ould 
not e.tt lood (khana) but 
nnl} <. hap.tlll'> I had to pay 
only 1/ ~rd ol what my 
colleagues p.ud in the I ar 
\\cW:rn part ol t''-lepal. 

'I he whole concept ol 
ncc versus lond has been 
dccply ended nnw in dai ly 
hahll'i nl epa lese people 
cven 1n thnsc places where 
nee ,., nnl grown and 
1-x:nple ~:an not hve Without 
nte ,uH.I on top of that rice h.t'> been 
..t'>'iOcl.tlcd w1Lh c;Latussymhol 

"ll..tvc you had your kh.tna?" when I 
am asked in many placc.c; and ill reply 
that I have not calcn khana but only 
e hapali anc.l vegetables, then peop le 
wou ld .say, " Oh arc you fa1>Li ng?" 

vVhcn I was in Achham a lew )'Cars 
ago dunnga health camp, one pregnant 
wom.tn came to me and her complaml 
wa!> that '>he had not been able to cat 
khana ( lood) for 15 days W hen .<;he 
thought about khan a. she I cit nauseated 
1 checked her and in fact 1 was quite 
surprised t hat a woman who had nnt 
eaten lor 15 days (and she was pregnant), 
she c.;tilllooked quite healthy. I told her 
that her physical condition was good and 
~he d1d not look malnourished lor a 
person who had not eaten for 15 daf>. 
~oh yes, 1 have not eaten khana for 15 
days, I am living only on chapati , 
vegetables and milk. Rice makes me 
nauseated. Please give me some medicine 

so that l cou ld eat rice, otherwise my 
child will die," she told me in her local 
d ialecl. 

I should not have laughed buL her 
slalemenl in a very serious voice made 
me laugh. 'Noone dies because of caling 
chapati and vegetables You do not have 
any problem and need no mcchcmc J usl 
conunue to eaL what you cal and after a 
lew months your nausea wi ll be gone." 

With my advice, the lady was not very 
happy. She made her lace and went away. 

"11coplc here lh ink that if they c.lo not 
caL rice Lhcy will be weak And rice is 
brou ght from I ara1 and ll 1s very 

cxpen<;ive. Rut people hu\'C changctlthcir 
hab1L ~ und i I we cat chapalls Lhey make 
lun ol u<>," one n u r<>c told me later. "l hey 
do nol cat rice only when they are lasting, 
Lhcy cal chapaLis." 

·1 he CDO of Achcam had told me, 
~1\chham used ll1CX porl wheat and had 
enough for its populauon But now a 
days, people do not grow wheat and , 
instead , rely on Imported rice. R1cc is 
brought by mules and porters and is 
expensive. 

"As this place is not c;uitablc to grow 
rice, we are al l the t 11nc 111 lood insccuriL y 
Zone. The pol icyol the government that 
a ll Nepali shou ld cat rice has done more 
harm than good," many nutritionisL<;say 
this. Bmlessons have never been learnl. 

Four years ago , I was 111 l'vl ugu and 
went to Rara. I st.tycd in a small hotel for 
(our days. The hotel owner gave rice and 
vegetables. I told him why you don't give 
me "(buckwheat) phapar and 
vegetables'." 

u Are you joking? Who eats phapar 
these day.~. I cannot give you phapar, you 
are from Kath rnandu. You are our guest. 
lt will he an insult I rom my side if l give 
you phapar," Bricha Bahatlur said. 

I asked "But, how will you get rice 
You do not grow nee here?" 

lie told me. "\\'ego to Gamgadi and 
staytherc mime [ora (ew hours, may be 
the government d ISLrlbutes rice, five kilns 
roronc lami ly. ·1 hen I buy [rom the shop 
more hut that will be more expensive 
th an the gove rnment rate." 
J askcd again : "What did people usc to 
cat be lore the government brought nee)" 

lie '>ald "Phapar Polatn, 
clt \\ c '>lupid people what 
cl'>c Cl1uld we eat , that wa'> 
the '>l.tplc lood ,'' Rnkha 
B.tdur said. 

I hut was th e les~nn I 
learnt I rom lar western part 
and rernnlc areas ol Nepal 
that "s tupid peop le cal 
.Huckwhcat (phapar) And 
Wl'>e people cat nee." 

11nw the h,tbit change'> 
tan h.tve negative imp.ttl'> 

on health wa'> lclt when I '"a.'> in \lu'>tang 
and I had'>ecn pnner'>c<tlingT'>mp.t With 
milk and hutlcrm2002. But in 2007 thc 
porter IMd switched to rice and when I 
asked the 19 year old porter why he was 
not cat in~ ·1 smpa, he lclt insulted and 
looked with angry eyes and said , "people 
earn good money, '>0 why they should cat 
food like tsmpa, we can afford to buy 
nee" 

I wa<; a~Lonl'>hcd b) his answer and 
triec.lto explain that Tsmpa was better 
t han rice huL he did not want co listen 

Noone I rom the agricu lture ministry 
h.as rai sed an y concern about th is 
s ituation . Ne ither has the health 
ministry '1 hey arc con tinuing sending 
rice w Karnah and Acham and people 
in those places have forgouen "how to 
grow and cat buckwheat and b-arley."~ ly 
telling the people will not make them 
switch to phapar or kodo, which is far 
more nutritious and much cheaper than 
rice. • 
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EDUCATION 

"Private And Boarding Schools live Under Uncertainty" 

llaving spent more than three 
decades in education sector, Or. 
BABl lRAYf POKHAR EI., founder of 
\'S NikeLan I ligher Secondary School, ha~ 
been recently elected the president of 
Private and Boa rding Schonls 
Organizations nr Nepal (PABSON). 1\t 
a Lime when pnvalc ancllnmling ~chools 
1n cpu! have been fac1ng several 
prob lems, Pok hare l '>poke Lo EW 
SPOTI lG HT on various issues 
Lxccrpl'> 
nc~ pite t he ir contributio ns t o 

provide educatio n t o a large number 
of !>ludents, pri vate and boardin g 
schools have been livin~ in con!>tant 
physical t hreat and extortio n from 
va ri o us g ro up!> and t hreat o f t he 
government. How do you explain t he 
p rese nt state? 

Private and board ing schools have 
been providing education toone Lh1rd of 
the LI)Lal slutknts. IL IS very sad tn say 
th at priva te and boa rding sc hool.-. 
continue LO live under the cloud ol 
uncertainLy I or Jn'ltancc, ..t bomb was 
planted in frO nl or <I bl)ardingsdmol ln 
13u laju lnr dccl 1ning Lo pay ran'>nm 
Sim!l.trly, an unknown group lit a l1rc 1n 
a pnvalc school 1n Baglung rcccnlly. 
Pnvalc and Boarding Sl: hools arc under 
l:on-.tanLLhrcaL 

Do you mean private and board ing 
schools contin ue to live in fear? 

Yes Private and boartling schools 
seLm to be the m1lkingcow!> lor everyone. 
We arc Lirecl ol dealing with student 
unions of vanous political parties, their 
sister organt::ations, employees' umons 
and underground ouLii ts. Everyone 
comes wirh a letter for dona Lions. ll we 
dcdine dont~Lions, rhe)' can physically 
harm the schools and even founder. 

vVhat about t he government. Does 
it not protect you? 

Don't talk about protections. ·1 he 
government is there as a more sinister 
factor. Other groups do t hings in an 
illegal way , but the government 
destabilizes us through a legal way. The 
work of every cd ucation minister seems 
to destabilize the insti tu tion of 
education. V\'henever a new minister 

Lake~ charge of Lhl: \linl!>lr) of 
h.lul:aLion, he ~LarLs h1c, work isc,umg a 
threat to private schools over dil fcn::nl 
issues, includ1ng Icc sLrul:Lurcs, phy~1ca l 
1nl ra-.tructurc .tnd employee salal") elc. 
Nnw the i'vl 11mLry ol Fdul:alion is a'>kmg 
us to change t ht: name ol.-.ehools whkh 
arc 1n t.:ngl1.<;h I hi'> I'> ..tnothcr 'ihecr 
non~t:nsc. ln'ltcad ol talk1ng about the 
q ual ity ol education ol rcrcd by private 
and hoarding sl:hools, the min1sLr) ~~ 
concerned about fore1gn name~ II the 
min ister wants Ncpalisat1on of the name, 
he must stan hy chang1ng the name ol 
hr.c,own part) 

As t he govern ment has recent ly 
a nn o un ced th at it Is go in ~ to 
formulate the new educat ion policy, 
have t he private and boarding schools 
been invited in t hecl iscw;sions? 

It is uniorLunatc that the government 
has never rccogn ized our contri bulion. 
I lad they recognized iL, our situation 
would not have been like what it is in the 
present. The government changes policy 
and laws as per its whims. Desp1tc our 
opposition, the govern menc asked us to 
register as a private company a few years 
ago. Now the government is saying that 
schools cannot be like companies and 
they must register ~ service oriented 
insmulions Similarly, the government 
registered + 2 eel ucat:ion i nstitutio.ns, but 
now they are saying that thcgovernmcm 
will make the highschool education up 

DR. FIABURAM POKH AREL 

tn + 2 They ha,·c rurcl)' ~:onsidcrcd \\hal 
wil l he Lh<: stale ol hundreds ol private 
+2 l:ollcgcs. Recen t ly, the governmen t 
<:\l:n '>igncd .1n agreement with the 
tc.tLhcr'> a'>~Oclallon to increa-.c the 
S:.dary or the teachers Wllhoul con.~uiLLng 
us Who wil l pay the Increment in 
sal..tncs lor the teacher<; 111 pnvaLc 
schools 'v\ 'hcn we tried to raise the kcs 
LO mee t t he I"Clj LI II"CI11CillS , Lhc 
government opposed ll 

vV hat arc the implicatio ns of t he 
d estab ili zat ion of pr ivate and 
hoarding schools? 

I he lir:-.t 1m pact I'> 111 the quaht) ol 
ed ucation. /\Iter the opl:n ing of private 
hoard ing schools , 1\cpalcsc ptlrcncs 
VIrtually '>lOpped scndtng thc1r children 
LO neigh bon ng schools and parents were 
sausCied scnd i11g their children in 
pnvate boarding schoob here It c;avecl 
billions o! rupee1. g01ng OUl of the 
co un t ry. /\s ed uca t io n syste m is 
destabilized and uncertainty will prevail. 
Parents are beginnrng to send their 
children Lo the neighboring coun tries 
again. Various schools from ou r 
neighboring countries are organizing 
marketi ng campaign every week in star 
hotels. You can see the advertisements 
from schools of variow; cities of India and 
abroad. If the process of destabilizat ion 
continues, more stud ents will leave 
Nepal and Nepal will be seemg the 
night ofbillionsofrupees for education. 
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How do yo u compare pr ivate 
boarding schools and government 
community schools? 

Despite spending over 61 bi ll io n 
rupees an nually and feeding on th e 
government coffers, community schools 
bave failed to provide quality 
ed ucation.Tbeir pass percentage in SLC 
is just over 16 percent. So far private 
boarding 'lchools are concerned, their 
resu lts is almost over 90 percent. 

What is t be state of private 
boarding school in the country? 

There are 9,000 private hoarding 
school s wi t h 1 5 miJi ion children's 
en ro lment as against 29000 pub lic 
schools wi th 6.6 mi llion studen ts. The 
private sector is annually saving over 16 
bi llion rupees ol governmen t coller by 
prov id in g employment tn tens ol 
thousands ol people. 

\Nhat plans do you have to increase 
the share of private boarding schools 
in policy level? 

We want our share in all pnlicy level 
bod ics, including ec.l ucalton reforms task 
force. Now, we cannot remain silent a,<; 
in the rast. We want recognition of our 
eontributionlrom thcgovcrnmcnl. We 
want our reprc~cntation in all policy level 
cnmmiuccs. Our demand is a scpantle 
education policy and act lor private antJ 
hoarding schoo ls. We wanL sLrong 
regulatory mecha ni sm, huL t he 
government also needs LO rccogn i:::c our 
cont ri bution. 1 he governm ent mrely 
consu lted Ll.~ on+ 2 education, universiLy 
umbrellaael. The government is Lak ing 
.dl decisions unilateral ly. "lhis is t he 
rea.c;on there is a lways coni usion in 
education policies. We are opposi ng all 
unilaLeral matters. As stakeholders, we 
want our repccscmaLion in all policy level 
Issues. We are talking about pub lic 
private partnership. 'vVe also wan L to 
support the schools in remote parts of 
Nepal. UnlorLunately, the government is 
yet co listen to us on this. 'vVe wan t our 
voices to be recorded in l he new 
cons t itution, new act and new 
regulations. • 

DISASTER 

ARMED TO MANAGE DISASTERS 

Training Manpower 
Ncp:d'sArmed Police Force has opened a disaster training CCJJCenight when 
it is needed :iS the country has been living under the ,r;hadowof di . .:;aster 

By DEBESH ADHlKARl 

Asian Development Bank's recently 
released report said that .'Jepa] is the 
fourth vulnerable nation in terms of 
natural disaster. From earthquake to 
landslide, !'ires and tloocls, Nepalese 
have been facing all kinds of disasters. 
ln this context, opening a Disaster 
Cen ter by Nepal Armed Poli ce in 
Kurintar, 90 kilometers west of 
c.rpitul, is important. 

Clearly, there is a lack of training in 
Nepal's disaster management to cope 
up when disasters s trike 

Armed Police l ~orcc (t\Pr) is th<.: 
main organization that is curren tly 
looking after d isastc r managcm en L. 

l.noking at the need Lo enh ance the 
training to taddc any d isastcr and to 
d lcclivc ly deal with var ious 
calamities, the Armed Pollee Force 
(!\ f'F) has establ is hed a "clisustcl" 
manage ment training cen ter" at 
Kurinlar, Chit wan. 

Located at a place where landsl ides 
and road u~.:cidents arc h·equcnt, the 
traini ng cent e r wil l provide 
international standards trai ning. APr 
C hid, lnspector General of Po lice 
Sai lendra Kumar ShrcsLha formally 
inaugurated the t raini ng center 911 
·1 hursday, March 15, 20.12. 

APt- has made u Uve year trai ni ng 
work plan and it expects to provide 
th ree months train ing to some 28 
percent o[ its force with in that period. 

According to APF, a team wh.ich 
came bacl< Erom the Philippines and 
India after receivi ng disas ter 
management training will insLruct the 
t rainees. 

Tbe center will provide training on 
Collapse Structure Search and Rescue 
(CSSR), Medical First Respond 
(MFR) , Dead Body Management 
(DBM). Mountai neering and 
Climbingand Water Rescue. 

APF Chief Sailendra Kumar Shrestha 

I he truini ng center ott Kurintar is 
one nl u kind in t he: whole region and 
was a must ron he country, says /\P r. 

With L·he establishment o l thrs 
Lraining cenlcr, the /\Pr believes that 
iL will be able to t rain its force in a 
more cflcclivc and managed way and 
improve the overall quality in disaster 
handling. 

The proposal to estab lish t he 
t rai ning center was accepleu hy the 
government back in December 20 11 
and A r 1_:; aims at expanding th e 
training center to make a much wider 
reach. The trai ning will be g ive n to 
me mbers or the force up to the post of 
deputy superintendent of police (DSP). 

Disasters can happen anytime. They 
can neither be predicted nor can be 
avoided. Nepal is one of the rnosl 
vu lnerable cou ntries to natural 
disasters like earthquakes and is a 
Lrequenl recipient of other disasters 
like floods and landslides. The news of 
death of people due to road accidents 
and llre outbreaks makes headlines 
more otten than not. Sometimes the lack 
of prompt rescue from the accident sjte 
also takes away lives of many people.• 
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FACE TO FACE 

"Many Of WFP's Beneficiaries Have Very Small Holdings And 
Little Arable Land" 

'\ICOLE \IE'\ \GE IS a countr) verysmallholdmg'i.mdliulcarableland, 
n:prescntath·e of \\'orld rood Proglam It IS imponam th.\l thq are able to g.tm 
111 \lepal. /llenage, .111 \merican citi::cn, greater purchasing powe1. \\'FP work'> 
joined WFP in 19~7 .lS Assistant Project with partncr:'l in many of its rood/cash 
()I f it·er, v\rF P Malawi. t\ Iter working for assets activit it's to improve the q1 1a li1 y 
in di llcrer1t countries in various posit ions and quantity nl l ht· s table foods they 
in \\'I'P , \len.tge , w ho completed produce, at the Sitnlt time as emthltng 
\l,tsters of Arts lntt'I'IMlional Affaus/ these subs1stcnu l.trmers to bcg111 
I l on om ics ( ;eorgt \\ ashington pnxlucmg some f01 m ol c,t.,h nops such 
l n1vcrs1t), L SA, has het·n here smcc 19 ,,., hun s and vcgct.thlcs, 01 medicinal and 
St ptember 20 10 as a Co unt I)' .nonuuc herbs in the mnuntarnous art'iiS. 
l~t·p r esentative, WI ·P, r\icpal. l~xcerpl s How about "Sc h oo l ~ rectl i ng" 
of her written intervil'w: Program? 

fhe World hmtl Program has hccn WFP provides,, nutritious mid day 
providing food stulls in food ddicit rm·,tl of locall) p1odut:cd lortificd whc.tt 
tfi.,tric ts in ;\epa I for long time, which SO) ,1 blend to 210,000 pre prunrtr)" .111d 
is the <;tate of \t\'1- P program now? p11111<1ry school st udems hvmg in II 1111d 

1 he V\ 'orld l 'ood Jl1op;r.un proVI(ks .mtl f,trwest hills and mountalndis tlicts 
rlS'l iStance through several windows f'his program ef ltTl ivt• ly improves lh t• 

NIC:OLEYIE£\AGE 

Inc lud ing "/\ssistam·t· to l;oocl insecure nLr1 rit ional s tatus o l t· h ilclrc n whilt· \t\That is"rnod Security Monitoring 
Popu lations 111 the 1nid <tnd htr WtsL 11lrrt•asing childrtn's at-cess to education and Analysis"? 
II 11 1.., .~nd 1-. lounta rn s" l nder th1s ,uul abi li ty to ka1 n. \\' H1 has ,dso 1 ht· 'kp.tl l·o()d Security \lo111tormg 
p1ng~.un \\'[ P provKks I nod anlUOI cash p.utnercd wn h the Open I earn 1np; System or t•k'i,\P ,,., It is popul.uly 
to p.uuupalll.,m exl hangefm th<:ir wmk I xchange 'kpal to prm•Kic lapLOps .111d known, WiL'> t'Slrtbl1sh<:d 111 2002 and IS 
on t:ommunll)' asst' l buddmg projects \lepa lt CUITit ulum h.tsed ln tcr.tt'tlvt' eurrcnt ly rna11 ,1gnl by 'vVI ' P rn 
111 16 dis tricts o f tht· mid and far wes t t t·aching a nd k.tr11111p; materials Lll L'o llabo rat ion w 11 II 1 he Minis tr)' ol 
hil ls an ti moun t.tins. l'h is e nables p r irnary schoob , which coni r ibutt:s Ln Agricu lture an d Cooperat ives. It is 
participating how;e hnlds to meet thci1 improving the qu.di ty n l cducalio n In considered the mnsl cmnprehcnsive lood 
short term food needs wh ils t adthtion, vVFP p1ovidcs .L month ly take s<:c urity mon 1t01 1ng system nm\ 
consllUCllng prodUtll\'C assets at the homCldllOIIOfl'Ookmgoifto64,0()0gitf-; opcrallon,tf Ill \lep,tf ,tnd h,ts rlS li S 
communlt)' lcwlth.tt build mec.hum from grades t\\'0 Ill 11\'t' who mt1mta1n ,\ primary objcttlvt' the eol leclllHl, 
lt'lm lood sccunt y sakty nets. Assets m1n1mum of ~0 pt' ITl' 11l of ill tend.mc<:, conso lidation .tnd .tna lys is o l fond 
t reated includ e: 1111cro i rr igatio n e nco uraging p.trenls t o sc nd th e ir .~cc urity data to be used by d ec is ion 
sehcrnes, link ro,tds , o rc hard s a nd daughters Lo school. rn;tkers to takt: t'nMclinatecl and timely 
p l,ullrll ions, <Lnd art: a rmed at improving W hat is abuut "Mother and Ch ild act ion to alleviate lond insecurity in 1 ht• 
the t:omrnunitics' hvdihood and mcome ll calth Care"? country !\ tc.un ol 32 W J:p l1 t ltl 
generation oppo1tunitics .tllll \\'FP's mothc1 .tnd child health c.trc monitors collett tl.tt.t in 72 of the 
stlcngthcning then H:s11icnce to shocks program provides a monthly take homt' chsuict:s. In these same clisrriets, Distnct 
\\ I· P assistance is p1ovided during the rat1on ol locally produced fortified J'ood Securi t y Networks have been 
lean season bet ween the planting and b lended food to 40,000 pregnant and lmmcd , co rn po'led o f officials and 
ha 1 ve~L periods when household s tocks lactat ing wome11 <tnd t heir children (6 r<· p1-cscntat ives I rom dis t r ict based 
and agricu ltura l activi ty arc at t heir 36 monLl1s) attending health care government age ncies, local and 
lowest. In selected districts, where there facilities in nine dis tncts mainly in the inrernational t'\(iOs, and civil sodety. 
is more availabili ty of lood in the markets 1md and far west hills and mountain fhc 1\ekSAP reports on such topics .ts 
and the)' arc a shorter distance away, regions. This encourages mothers to h ousehold food security, cmerg111g 
v\TP is implementing primarily cash part icipate in the various health scrv1ccs crises, markets, ag11cultural production 
based interventions to improve access to o rfcred at these fat: ilities as wel l as and nutrition and produces seve ral 
food for t he targeted households, which nntnuon education . Providing in formative monthly bu llet ins. It is 
helps in st im u lating t he local economy. nutrit ional s uppo rt to women <~nd expected that this system w ill be 
V\'FP also distributes a micro-nutrie nt children during this critical period can gradually transferred lO the government 
supplementation powder ro the children have a very positive dfcct on the health over the next few years. 
of the beneficiaries through this program and mental and physical development How do you see the role of \t\' rP in 
to reduce acute malnutrition and micro of children, giving them the strongest the present context and now many 
nutrient deficiencies. foundation possib le for a bright and d istricts? 

As many of WI ;p·s beneficiaries have healthy future. 
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As is explained above, \"-TP works 
primarily in the mid and far west hills 
and mountains regions as these ttrc the 
areas that consistently show the highest 
levels of food insecurity. In many parts 
ol these regions smallholder larmcrs can 
only meet .3·6 monLhs of their food needs 
even in a good year. Hence, our programs 
arc particularly important in assisting 
to build the beneficiaries' resilicntl' to 
lood msccurity through asset creation 
"hrle encouraging children to <lllcnd 
sl hool ,tnd nutritionally s uppor ung 
mot hers ,md children through hcalt h 
c,uT (,tdlitics. 

It is reponed that WrP has tlown 
scaled its program in Nepal. How wi ll 
it affect t he people living in remote 
fond deficit districts or 1\cpal? 

I .tm al r.lid that due to I untl1ng 
rest nunts we h.wc.: been un.tblc to 1 eat h 

I of t hl· most hrghly fond lll'>l'lllll' Wt' 
old IHigtn.tlly targeted \\I p I'> 

ptl'"L'ntly f.tcm~ fundingshllltl.tlls 111 ,dl 
tln~o.'l' ol 1ts m.un prognuns, loodh.tsh lor 
,t.ssets, st' I mol f ceding ,tntl mot ht·r .tnd 
L hi ld ht·alth care 

Vlany roads have been constructed 
including the l-li lsa•Taklokot road in 
mid wcstc r· n region under v\'Hl's 
I nod for 'v\'ork program. I low do ynu 
look al them? 

'IL·s,thL frrst2'5 krlomctcts polliOn of 
l hL· II rls,t l.tklokot ro,ld \\'rl'> budt umkr 
\\I P's fond lot work progr.un .mclthl· 
Ru1.tl Community lnfrasliUl'Llllt \\'nrks 
(RU\\') progmmof the Mrnisuynf I nc,d 
I kvclop111 t'nl (Mo l 0). WI · P L't1nt in ucs 
Lo cnlhd1t)l'atc closely with Mol I) on a 
numlx·r nf inrrastructure improvcmt•nt 
works through the RCl'v\1 program even 
mla)' In add it ion Lo s mall l1 n k rn.tds, 
\' I ·P ,tlso supJX)JlS the cre<ttion of mule 

tr,uls .md footpaths. Road infl<l.'>tructurc 
rs \\ rdd) reg<trdcd as a crucial p.ut ol long 
l L'l m development in the remote ll'giono; 
and poor transport in I ras llut:Lulc 
underlies many ol the disadvant.tges 
laced by t hose isolated in the remote ruml 
areas, induding high food prices, high 
costs to move agricultural produce to 
markets, more limited access to se1 vices 
and the opportuillt)' eosL<> of uavcl. 

V\' hat arc the main priority areas 
of WI-P now? \".' hat is tbe volume of 
food \\' rP is currently delivering in 
remote parts of 1 epal? 

W I'P priority areas are oudined above 
,\nd arc all aimed at in creasing the 
resi lience ol communities to food and 

nutrition insecurity The volume of food/ 
cash distributed by WI'P varies by 
season and funding av.ti lability AU of 
\VFP food and/o r cash ass is tance is 
provided in s upport of s pecific 
devclopmcnl object ivcs, not solely to fill 
a rood gap. 

As Nepal is vu lnerable to climate 
change and it wil l affect the food 
security, what docs Nepal need to do 
to avert the crisis in fuLUrc? 

FACE TO FACE 

to meet 3 6 months of their basic needs. 
These areas ,lre also highly prone to 
natural dis<Lc;tcrs hke drought, excessive 
rainfall , lands lid es, and disease 
infestations, rurther exacerbating the 
food security situation, as was the cao;;e 
during the .seve re winter droug ht 
experienced in these regions in 2009. 
Aceordi ng to the N LSS 111, the far west 
and mid west regions also suffer from 
the highest rates ol poverty, which is a 
major f,Ktor contributing to increased 
1ood inst·cu nty \lore information 
published b)' '.JcKSAP can be found .tt 
http.//sites.googlc com/site/ ncfoodscc/ 

1 here is growing consensus amongst 
the international humanitarian 
community that ,tdapt.\llon mc<tsurcs arc 
urgently needed to help the vulnerable 
cope with the changing environments in 
which they arc living. This requires As WI"'P hal-l been releasing Market 
adapl ing g loba l and local rood Watch on food production, how do 
production 1nc1 hotl <> t hrough you sec the overall ~cenario? 
IIWtsllnents, tcchnic,llc,tpat itytranslcrs . " \~Mk et Watch" is a month ly 
and techno logical innnvat inns, whi le mfornMllon bulletin l hat is produced h)' 
,dso makmg cxist1ng ,1gnlu ltural our Food Sl'UIIllY ,md J\n,tlysls Team 111 

produl'l1on S) stems more rcsrhcnt, toll,d10I<Illnn wnh the \llnistr)' of 
sustt~inable ,md cqun,1hlc. i\d,tpt.ttion \gnlult Ull' .tnd C. oopcrallvcs, till' 
str ,ucgres must lx: supporu:d b) strong l'cdcr,llron nl 1\cp.tlese Lh.tmbers nf 
lll slltutions .lnd cnah11ng policy and Commerce .md lmlustm·s (F:-.ICCI) and 
legal frameworks 'llu.·y 111 ust also be the t.onsumn's ln tncst Protcct1nn 
complemented by nt iK·r responses that l :mum l'IIL' I,ltt·st 1-;o;uc ol .~arkct \\'atl h 
address the Immediate clkcts of t•li mat c (l ;chnmry 2lll 2) .s how~> t he prices ol th L· 
change and protect L hose whn can not most monil mctl l omlcommodiLics, wh k'h 
.tdapt l'his entails cnh,t nt·ing sot:ial int lutks brol<l·n hlilck grams, red potato, 
protl'ction and o;akt y net systems, brokt·n knti ls, l'll.USt' rtcc, soybean ni l 
p1 ngrams and t<ljMl lttes ,1t reg ronal, ;mtl wht·.tt llmu, tn h.wc remained st abk 
IMllontll and lnl'al lcwl-; to suppor t the over tilL' IW>t lmu months. I his 1dklls a 
most vulnerable It 11woln·s ,ls well nornMI funtllnnrng nl most of liH' 
developing cap.tt·rtlt'.'! and S);stcms 11~ commmht) m,u kt·ts .tt·ross the <:11Uilll) 

risk reduction ,md drs,L'itll m,umgcmcnt, and a rd.ttt\'dy good ha1vest over the 
.lnd 111 emergency ,tnd response mos t letcn t llc.tsons. l lowevcr, t ht• 

How do you sec t he stale of food ~onunuous IISC nf r ucl prices will li kely 
production in th e far •wcslcrn and In crease lra nHporl cost s, thereby 
mid -western region now? conlrihuling loa rise in rood prkcs in 

rhe cerea l crop prndu n ion has Lhe f uLu re l'he average cost o l 
increased in the ... e regions over the past produt:tion IMs shown an upward tl'l'l ttl 
two years (2009/10, 2010/ 1 I) as it ha<; in as we ll, l'specr.d ly 111 t he hills. w llllh 
the rl'St of \icpal Ncp.tlcxpcrienced·a could he .ll lrrhutcd to the nsc tn the 
lood del icrl dunng the pcnod 2005/06 pricl's of mputs such <L'l fenili::cr, labor 
through 2009/10, however the tTrcal crop wages ,1nd seeds I here is wide concern 
production increased by I() 9'~ Ill 2010/ that [armcrs l'Ould not get a rerl'iOilahlc 
II compared to the previous years, price lor paddy, although the 11 
rcsulLing in a national cereal bal<mcc of prod ucllon l'O.'\ ts mse. The prices o l 
slightly overH3,000 metric tons. Despite potato, tnmaLo, broccoli <md green peas 
this surplus, the mounudn disl riels in are a lso like ly lo inc rease in the next 
the f'a.r· wcsL and mid west regions were mon th due to l he ncar end of their 
dcJiciL by 42% and 22·~ or their production SL'<L~nn. The outlook for the 
requirements respectively. The hill winter crop production is quite positive 
districts in the far west region were so the prices of cereal crops arc expected 
deficit by 24%, and the ones in the mid to remain stable but close monitoring 1s 
west region were margmally balanced. warranted to sec if the hike in fuel pnces 
As above mentioned, even in a normal and production costs will have an impact 
production year, many of the (arming and to inform decision makers, allowing 
households in the hill and mountain them to take the .lppropriate actions to 
districts of the fa r west and mid -west ensure that agricuiLural production is not 
region.<> can on ly produce s ufficient food consequently in hibited. 
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TRENDS 

Invisible Children: Kony 2012 

j.1son R ussd (ou ndcd the non-prolit 
group, Invisible Chi ldren, to slop 
African waratrocillcs The Kony video 
thJt went viral was watched by millions 
ol people around the world in less t han 
a week This alle nl ion was great for 
rwsingawarcness against Joseph Kony. 
·1 he year 2012 is an important year for 
the organi::ation, lnv1s1blc Children In 
2003, agroupoffilrnrnakers took a trip 
tn Mrica to find •• story \Vhat they 
ended up [i.ncling was u sicken ing war 
where child ren arc being used as 
weapons. 

I he villam 111 th1s story is joseph 
1\nny, the lc.tdcr ol the I ord's 
Resistance 1\rln)', or I RA Kony's Lord's 
Resistance Army (I R/\) is a brutal 
Ce ntra l Alr ica rntlilia t hat has 
lm l napped t housands nl chi ldren and 
In reed them to become sex slaves, fight 
.IS chtld soldierS .tnd kilf f.1mtl) 
members dunng .1 26 year camp.11gn 
nl terror. Kony lights for nothing. 
I here IS no "causc" that t he I R/\ is 
lighting lor. Kony's goal is Lo have 
pnwer and to maintain power. i\'OLh ing 
rnnrc 

l he I Rt\ bcg.m 1ts Jtl,tck 1 n l g.1nd.1 
1n 1980's, when !<on) sought tn 
lWcrthrow the government. Since being 
pushed OUt of l lg,mda several years ago, 
the militia has tcrrori::ed villages in 
Congo, the Cen tr,d Afnca Republic , 
.1nc.l South Suc.l.1n 

I o reach h1s go<~l, he has built an 
.1rmy o( man y people, inclucling 
c.:hi ldren . The l RA abducts c.:hi ldren 
I rom their villages and fon.:es them to 
become ch ild sex s laves and soldiers 
1 hey are forced Lo ktll at the mercy ol 
Kony's orders An estimated 66,000 
children became solcl1ers and 2. million 
people have been internally displaced 
since his rein. 

The lRA abducts both young girls 
and boys, Lo become sex s laves 
mddinitely. Kony is using children 
on ly to gain power lie is now the 
number one war cnminal in the world 

and iL has become a global priority to 
arrest him 

Invisible Children hJS been working 
to stop Konyand h1s army: the result is 
Kony 2012 The campaign is designed 
to make him famous, to expose his (uc.:e 
Lo every person, eve rywhere. In order 
Lo do this, iL is neccss<~ry Lo involve .ts 
many people as possible. Jn''lSiblc 
Chtlclrcn is on Losomethmg. 

·1 hey have just released a v1dco 
exp laining the im porta nee of the 
situation and how to help What's more, 
it isn 'L hard to hcl p \ isil the 1-acebool< 
p<~ge (lm•isihlc Chi ldren) \ 'isit the 
wehs1Le (www 1m ISihlcchildrcn com) 

Gett1ng involved is JS easy as 
v1s1ting their website and pledging 
'I hen.: arc also options Lo donate money 
as well as buy t he materials t hat wi ll 
come in handy lor the next step. 

On the n1ght ol ,\pnl 20, lnvrs1hlc 

By SHRADHA GYA WALl 

Cnildren has urged every person to t<~ke 
the posters that h.t\'e been created 
hcanng Kony's (ace, and plaster them 
all over cities across the country. In the 
morning, there w1 II not be a smglc 
person that can escape the image of his 
bee. In the morning, ever)'One wi ll 
know his likeness. Americans arc 
untling to c<~plure Kony, but wh.tt 
.tbouL the1r own soldiers "ho arc 
responsible for ktlling the innocent 
t:hi ldren in Alghanistan . They s hould 
he stopped tool 

Anyone person can help bnngc.lown 
Joseph Kon)' All people have to do 1s 
expose hun Lo the worlc.l PIJSLcr h1s lace 
on every wal l, eve I") wmc.low, and 
blank inch of space 111 sight. 

Aguin, to gel in volvcd:Watch the 
Kony 2012 video on You·l ube and also 
visit www mv1s1blechildrcn corn and 
pledge • 

~·U'1~~ +il'1~(11t ~rl~OI l'J#, 
3i .-t41 t4 - 3i ("tll ~ I ( iT# cti1lf 
~ cti1lf ~ ~~1 &r 

'1 HI f~Cfi 3ff~Cfil ('l ~ 

ft\it~l '(" ft~('1 ~ 

'(" ~'113ft ' 
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LDWATCH 

Made In Nepal 
IIVatclunukcr t\tlichcl Kobold show.<; th:tl Ncp:d h:ts the potcnli:d lO mukc its 
own br:wd in w:ttch nwrkct 

Caught in the midst ol <~prolonged principles nl the Bauhaus movement, 
political instabi li ty, a large number ol which banishes al l clutter and prescribes 
I rtl.~t ratc.:d t\'c.:p<dese youth are leaving the that lorm lollows runction. /\~a result , 
country, but /\ mericun watchmake r nne can tcllthc Li me on <l Kobold rrom a 
Michaell<obold has shown that Nepal g rea t distance , even in .c;ub0[1timal 
ca n make word c lass watches by lighting. "l he Kobold ll i1m1 laya is no 
employing iLs own people. exception to this ru le. 

" IL is my hope that by printing Made According to l<ohold, shockproof, 
n Nepal on the dhtl ol each walch that water resistant to <t c.leptb of 100 meters 
s ass em bled in o ur works ho p in and antimagnetic, the l(obold l linudaya 

Kathmanuu , Kobold wi ll enhance the isn't just a pretty [ace. A mechanical 
international reputation ol Nepal as a movement caliber K.2651/ base l;ocrstcr 

NATIONAL 

"Wben we are celebrat ing 2012 as 
Nepal Investmen t Year, this is a good 
hegi n n i ng,'' sai.d R.ad hesh Panta , 
executive director o[ Nepal lnvestment 
Board. ''The government will encourage 
more foreign investors by bringing in 
investment triendly policies." 

At Mount Everest Base camp, Sir 
Ranuplh Fienn es , th e Engl is h 
Adventurer, presented h is friend, Lhe 
watchmaker Michael Kobold, with a lorty 
idea to Leach their Sherpa mountain 
guides- how to make watches. "vVe 
cl imbed wi th Ram, Mike and his Emure 
wi(e Anita Ugyan, two more times. By 
the end o[ the thi rd cxpedilion, Mike 
invited u:> to live with his lamily in the 
United States so that we cou lei become 
watchmake rs," said I akpa Thu ru lu 
Sherpa and Ang 1amgel Sherpa, who are 
now co owners of the t iny watch company 
in Kathmandu. 

"O ne year in America was 
challenging. We missed our lamilic:>, 
who con t inued to live in Nepal and 
lea rnin g th e a rt Ql mec ha nical 
watchmaking was no s im ple task Mike 
and his teachers cru rnmccl enough 
mater ial rora LWCl year program in tO the 

Michel Kobold 

p lace ol ski lled labor and ingenu ity. 197, with automatie winding mechanism , t imclrame or Len months," said Sherpa 
~epa l , a country synonymous with Lhe powerSLbcwatch reliably even in extreme duo, who were invited by Mike. 
word adventure, now boasts a watch conditions. When Sir Ranulph Fiennes had the 
company that em braces adventure in To pay t ributes to the majestic beauty idea ror LWO high al t itude porters and 
everyth ing it does. This is our small or the highest mountain on earth, Knbold mountain guides [rom l~epa l LO learn 
concribution to the a iel provided to the created a watch cl ialmade rrom a small how to make watches, his sights were set 
people o[ Nepal," said Michael Kohold . rocl< collecLecl30 yards he low itssummil. h igh , perhaps higher even lb an his 

The watch made in Nepal is special Howeve r, arter rour years, Kobold attempt LO reach the summit of Nlount 
aswas hanclworkoftwoSherpaguicles. prod uced Himalaya brand Made in Everest. 
W hen this idea was proposed by Sir Nepal waLc.h in Nepal by two Nepali The llimalaya Everest Ed ition is 
Ran up lh E'ei nees, the t.::nglis b Sherpas. The Kobold watch companies limited co a total o£25 watches, each with 
adventu rer, back in 2008, it seemed showroom was inaugurated recently at a unique dia l. IL is the per[ect way to 
impossible. Babarmahal Revisited amidst a big commemorate a special achievement and 

Every Kobold watch follows the design gathering. stand out in any watch coli eeL ion. • 
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HEALTH 

Mallory's Everest 
,By Bl'DDHA UAS\'YAT, 'vii) 

[venasS<:hool children we rqx·atetll>· !"cad 
.tboul t he at tempt of tvlallory ;tnd Irvine to 
reach t he s ummit of Evc rc.st. And t he 
my.~tery about whether thq arL ually reacherl 
the top or not w.t~ enclle.,sly drb,ltcd even 
11 itb our limitnl fund of knowledge 
t- lountain~ sccmtn cmkc the 11.1111.mt ic nature 
th& is in allofu~ Indeed it i ~am.t::ingto<;ee 
how people whn have never ventured out fo ra 
1-implctrek in t he ll imalayas<uct.u'l ieclaway 
h) thetalk olmnuntain~. Thj., i'> ,, good thing 
.1nd te~Lific~ to tlu.: m.tgnificcnt .ttll .tclion th.tt 
n1.1ny mount.tin~ hold for u~ Now.tdays with 
tnlorlul pictult:! .. ulddncument.u ic!-.of mountain 
climbing and re~< uc in t he mnunta i n ~. t hi.~ 
whok area ha<> hrt•n even mn1 c Ml<-ct·~~(ul in 
d 1.1wing ,, grt'<ltCI .tutl ic nt e to l'it:,u inu.,Jy en jo} 
thL thrillo;ol hdng 111 the mount.lin' 

Buttht undying dcb.tll.: ,thnut 11 hct he1 
t •Iorge \!,tllnl) (.,tanding, ~enmd l1 nm right ) 
tlimhed Fvc rc:~twnti n ue~. l 011 h1 ec rcasons 
( dehytl rat i1111, hypoxia, and hypnl htTmia), I 
dn nnttbink ht·madc iL totheMunmit ( ·tr.u ly 
\I dlory "·" .111 l\lllrnd) mntiv.1ted and 
111ldly takntnl, m.lgK.tl dimhu nl hi~ d.1~ 
Ill H']ll e~lntcd t lw Bliti~h ~Lne 1 ,u ion post 
\\ nrld \\ .11' I t h.1L h.td hn·n p,rt.ll l>' ,d kctnl 
h) t lu: horrnr . ., of t IH: war. 1\l.dlnry himself 
Wlnlt: clnqul·ntly .1hnut the dcv.1~tat ion 
\\!ought h) thl B.1ttk of SommL "hkh Ill' 
lnugln It w,1.., time to rl'-l'lll t hl B11ti"h 

psyche from this mental s lump, and his 
successful bid to the summit in 1924- would 
certain ly bave achieved t hat purpose. 

Everest however had other plans. At t he 
extremely big h altitude of ahnut .. even 
thou<.,md meter-.,thedimherb bre.lthingso 
h.u d ( hypcrwntil.1ting) that a lot ofmoi~tu1-e 
ir-. lost thb w.1y, in addition Ln l os~ 
fm msweatingand urinal ing.Snow IWcd.~ Lo 
be 11.1i nstakingly 111dtcd wit h a stove I or 
drinking w .1tc1 In .dl likdihood t\ 1.111111}' ,111d 
hi' friend Irvine" ho.tnompt~nicd himwere 

un.thlc tn mdtw,ILl' l lm drink 1ng ;tll(l\n ll' 
.'>l'l'l'll iy dchydr,nn l. t om p.l ll' l hir-. wit h l he 
Slll'l'l'ssfuldimhnl ll ill.uyand I en:ing.tlnwst 
tlm·t dt-catks l.ltl l who eli ,1nk plcnt }'of 
It ntnll.ltk .md "pn·d" 1.11 ge .unoulll' ol 111 inl 
ont hl· 'ummit 

Kathmandu Hosts Track~ IT Dialogue On SAARC 
J'he t ell tl t lnr South i\si,lll Studil's 

(C. 'i:\S), in wnpt' lation wit h till' r-.on l<ld 
\de1MIIt'l Stih11ng (!-; \S), ho,ted a maj01 
ll.~<:k II di.1logmon \lardt J1 I ~t h nn ways 
tn rcinvignr.lll t lw.SA\Rl pnxe-.~. R.lrL· Iydn 
such promim·Jtl pcrsnnalilies likl·A mh<to;.~lldor 
Sh.1mshad i\ hm,ul, formc1 Paki.,t.tn foreign 
~·c IL'lary, t\ m b,L.,.,ador \ kc1~1 Sh.m k.lr, lonllll 
Indian \mh,1s-.,1du1 lllthc l .S. .md (,el man} , 
\mha~adm Nih.tl Rod1ip,1l, fo1mer S.\ARC 

Sec reLary < •l·ncral.tlong with ddegatcs fmm 
all SAAR(: count l'ics share ti ll same plat form 
l h.1lkingoutthc weaknesses of SAAR<. anti 
.m.dy=ing till ~t·medial mea~ur~:s 

Initiated h> t ·s.\Swbich h.tscom<. out<~~> 
,, prcmicrthink t<lllk of Nepal headed hy well 
known Nepali sl tatt·gie analyst 1\. ish<.. hal i'-J. 

lonl<ing baek willnlll help u.~ .1rhicvc n11r 
go.tl'i • '\mb Sll,un~ lt ,\( 1 \bm.1d .1cil N'd 1 h.lt 
.111111 k,t wn ... btl ng of outgoing, ptl·~~:nt .1nd 
lutmt:dltlirsnf ~ \ \RC. must h.: tnn-.t itllletf 
inth~S,\ ;\R( pnxe.,~.mdthc&·c l ct.uiat mu!.t 
lw 1 cc:onstitutc·cl wi th k~s cmplM~ i~ on t he 
b111 e.lut racy " I he Si\1\RC S1·tretaliat ;;houltl 
lx 1cinforccd •l" ,a lyn.unic and an inn oliented 
mg.tni::,uion, likt .mr ot hn intu n.U1on.11 
nrgani:,ttion, 1 t1u1pped with .ldCllll<ltC. 
p• nks)) ioll<tl, fin.tnci.d and lt:ch nnlngical 
l l!.~ourrl'Si\S well a.~ rrq 11i.~i lc opct~lt in naltool.~ 
lO enab le it l\1 l'l'SpOtld dleetivc i} and 
prolcs.~ionally to its inucasing re~pon,ibilitic" 
in promoting n:gion•tl coopcrat inn in Som h 
A~ia," he said 

Am h. )\lena Shankar sa.id th.ll "there is 
P.mclcyand supported hyTomislav Dt:linicot great croplimism today t hat South Asia will 
the KAS, which is a Genn.1n political he<thlctobuildabetterluturechamtteli::ctl 
foundation allili,ttcd with tht: ruling COL 
t><u1.y,the Ll\\)tl,\} conference 1\'.l', it1tlngurated 
b} \' ice Prcsid<·nt Pannanand.Jha 

Mai (..;en. (ret<l.) Dipank:l r Bauerjee, 
t\lcntor o[ t he I n.st it uteof PeacL andCon.llict 
Sutclies (I PCS) based in Nc11 Delhi, in his 
kc\·note address, said, -S:\:\ R< ' IM'I achieved 
a great deal in the l.ast27yeais but it would 
indeed have achieved much more. TTowever, 

h) the potential of cooperation rather than 
thccon~mill1tr-.of mulllal'>u.~pidnn., I he ta.<;k 
before leaders, polic·y planners and opinion 
make rs is to susw in and accelerate th is 
pmeess." 

[ orrnergeneral <WCTet.uyofSAARC '\ihal 
Rodrigo who bas setn L he weakne<.srli of the 
organi=ation from a very close angle diagnosed 

I or certain with just his tweed 
jaekct<mdt rousers and hobuailed boot s, 
Mallo1 y was very cold( hypothermic) in t he 
suh:lTO temperalUrcs at that <Lit itude not to 
mention the "rind chill factor Compare thi~ 
with the heavy down jackets and wdl 
itJsul.unl hooL<; that .t modern climhCI ~ u~e 
tod,l)'· Roth hypnl hnmia and sevnc 
dehydr,ninn pred is i)OSl' di mber.~ to lile 
thre.ttening brain and lung edema ol high 
.dtitude 

I in.tll}, 1\l.tllorv felt that it "·'~ ,., r~ 
tlll'>l)(ll Ling ( therdot ll'l'ry un British) lllll'>l 
~uppkmc nta l oxygen ttl help him t limb 
I ntknl l ht:re arc m.tny di 111 hers who h.tvt 
s tunmitt·tl l' l'erest without oxygen, butlht' lt 
i" 11\HilH:~tinntb.u \1 ith \l,tllol)"sotlll.:rtwo 
prnhll·m, ( e'\trt ml ddl\·dr.lllnn .tnd 
h ) pol hnmi,l), "Lil' ll h\ poxi.1( lat k nl 
tl'\}gtn) iro. l he l.l~t thing ht: could h.1ndk 
1\c l ll. tll y, eve n if hl· wanted til 11 

suppkml'llt<ll OX}'gen, I ht· 11'\)'gen .1pp.11 .ltll~ 
oiL h<IL Litm· wa, »ll utm hn.,nme and hl .ll}' 
th.llltnl.ly h.1n: lx·t·nwuntu prndulll\l 

It wnuld hctn: ht-rn onl} 1 ight th.ll t hi~ 
umJ.tnl k ligu1e of \ 1.1llo1)' with hi ~ inll' IN 
dnlil·,tl ion and skill, rt·,,ding Shakt•spealc's 
M1lilr,.. luic., in c u11p, c·l.td in hi.s l WlX.'tls.tnd .~impk· 
illlOh .... hould hal'e heut siiU'l'sslul But tht• ~ 
tk.ldlvh-.,(dc)hych.uiun l11 pmhumi.l, .md 
h) l'l<l'\i.l,~ot in hi~" .I} tot h~: -.ummit • 

thl (.,,t \ddu Summit h> le\l· .. din~ th.u "at 
Addu, .tdL·quatl l imc .111d oppnrt un it it's wt rt 
pnwidl·d lo1 priv,ltt qukt w nsultat inn~ on 
sl·n~it il'l hil,1ter.1l i'<'illl'" hll ween uHIIlllll'~ 
Lnnc 11 nrd t·n~uring ,, t.tlm~:•.mort tondul'i1·c 
.nmo,piH IL.ll oth~:l SummiL mcl·tin~~ lm 
cnnsl nsu.tl, region tl'lllt il .tgrccmcntsnn the 
l!tclal'<lt inn." 
O n ~ ll l the nnt. lhlc lcat urcs nl the 

lOnfu,·nc·( was thL 'unt:~s in bt ingin~ .1n 
\[~h.m l.ld) partil ip.utt \ l.triam Safi ''hoi 
Deputy J)irector of the I n~t itute ol (on IIi< 
ami Pc<ll'C Studies based in ~ilhu l. She said 
that Alp;hrlnis l<tn hall high hopes f1 o1n 
SA,\R( ··s,\ARC L.Ul pl.1y a majnt roiL in 
I'Ll it .tli:ing the ancient silk Road", .,fu· s,lid 

S .. \ \Rt coumril:., t.m.t,~iqt Afgh.lni ... t.m\ 
CXI I ,\llii'C ind uslly by helping the lltll ion in 
creating 1 hr rapacity and infrastruct un· to 
extntt'l these rc~ourecs . rhe benet it~-> uf 
Alghanbtan·~ extracli\L indusuy wi ll com~: 
if thnc is.1clownward trilklc cffeLL in wluch 
local~ ('an reap the hLm·fit ~while a portion of 
thl: PI nlits help assist the ,, rghangovernmcnt 
in t' '\ l l·ndiog its sn vices t o th e lnnd 
popu lat inn, sustctin it.~ llCC 11 rity forces, c: rc<tt e 
a sustainable economy and bener 
inf ra..,Lructures "hieh will can ensurt tht 
I·evit,l li.::at ion of Silk Rnad in the long tnm. 
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Ur~ullon leevtt ~~~ ot million• 
of children in ~lea eoq lownt e•c~le<l 

f hlll•l'' lie• •lllrl lllrlt•Y• ntllllou• 
l'illlll• t llh• IJ.S.t 
TI!O r-•• 11>11 woet. of -nlnehn ~ 
Ill!* repGfleroiCie<l 'NCWI-AI!II>merollD A 
F,...I!WIN'oll 

MAIN Ill ADI INI 

Choice Of A Governance_.,, ..... ,..., 
Pll!erencu '"" perstslamongsllll& maJor 
polllltel parll.s and N~P-'U• schOlars e•lo 
Willi form o( povernmenl Nepal shoul!l 0111 fo1 
Till conahltJent Aesom~IY tsln dilemma fl 
raformell poveman~e ~ystem, WhBiher II be o( 

P-•llamanla!V model or prestdonll~l model, or 11 
comlllnellon of !he IWP Cm 
1111 111, ~111.11~ llhllllfiOI 

Constitution Will Be 
Promulgated 
Our pi!riY I• honuiiY ~nd sincerelY supportrna me 
"ln~IIIUIIon Wrtlrng ~nq peace proc86• We dOn't 
~niiO devtate from our posrhon UCPN·Maolst 
IllS 8lt88d'f S8C(I~C&d maov lflrngs for ltJe peace 
proeeu O!ller pohlle•t P•mes, hOwever, see our 
nt'Aibtl!lf as a waaiQ'less Constrtuenl AssemblY r 
1111 P"'*P•IYfff• l ~11111 Pr•<U~d• 

Olltrf• TOf' STORtrs 

Urg•ncyTo Thl N•tlomtl D•b•t• 
Tht -I ISO MW Utrtr•lti•lllh'lll 
litlll•l•J• Hvrlt ntrOI'i~l Pt ~l•tl, 
Whl~h Colli hi It !JiM rl~rl ll• ll,. 
Will hi' I 1\llt ~~ lltt iiiA" 
•l~IAIII,hhttJIV •101 olCIIv• 
III• IJ•l ·jll nf.,l , ll lht 

'"'""•'•'"'''" 11.11 ·llt . All Th~ll~ 

"Th• d1m11nd of Apollo tire Is 
good In N1pal" 
llolll•h lllto)lfllo) fJrtirle& olll 
•' • tret:l& M AtroNn's loll !lU I 
•lllll ltiACI Cl trCJoll 111•11 k•t -
hrrll•\· Pt Jnt In tlrl• h• Wo\t 
f hiAf nf M•ltk•IIIIIJ, Wllete he 
I• "*''"*'' ~'~"" Atrnnn•c .... ,,tv •·ll•• 1) ... 
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