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SPOTLIGHT EDITOR'S NOTE 

THE NATIONAL NEWSMAGAZINE 

,VOI 20, No 43, May 11 , 2001 (Balshak 28,2057) 11 pI"""': rI t the fag end of his long political career G irija Prasad Koirala has soi led his 

Chief Editor And Publisher • / image so badly that he wi ll go down in Nepal's history as one who has done 
Madhav Kumar Rlmal immeasurable harm to the country. T he manner he edged out his colleague 

Editor .. I... from the govemment more than a year ago on grounds of non-performance 
Santa Rlmal and conuption has only contributed to ex.pose him beyond repair. Never was 

the country plagued by political instability as was during his tenure. And that too when his 
ruling party had a clear majority in the parliament. Never in the history of parliamentary 
democracy was a whole session totaJl y wasted like our last session. Never in our country ' s 
history was such a big chunk of territory under a rebel parallel government. And never had 
Nepal experienced such a corroding alien influence in our administration that has very sadly 
undermined our sovereignty. Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala must be well aware 
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he has lost all moral justiticalionto rule the country. He has become so unpopular 
credibility has sunk so low that he can hardly funclion effectively. Except a handful 

cronies nobody wants him to cont inue as Prime Minister. His obduracy not to res ign is sure 
to endanger the very democratic process in the country to restore which the people have made 
immeasurable sacrifices. Prolonging such an uncertain situation is not o nly harming the 
country and the people but his own pol itical party as well. He can st ill sa lvage some o f his 
party ' s image if he quits without much ado and agrees to initiate steps that would bring the 
derailed situation into track. Since the Nepali Congress has forfeited the mandate (acquired 
through fraudulent means) only a government of patriotic forces that can withstand the 
destabilising alien influence must be fanned if the integrity of the country is to be 
safeguarded. 

IN Ihe last eleven years aft er the restoration of democracy all the political parties that have 
been represented in the governmem have been totally discredited. They have not only 
exposed their weakness for corruption but also proved beyond a ray of doubt that they cannot 
resist unwarranted pressures from ami-national forces. Thei r wobbling kncss have compro­
mised the honor of the country and also sidel ined the interests of the nation. As such. if we 
want to strengthen the integrity of the coun try. nurse the new found democracy and allev iate 
the rampant poverty, there is no alternative fora nationalist government that wi ll work for the 
betternlent of the people on ly. Consequently, the need oflhe houris the government of hones I 
and patriotic forces. This government, after making appropriate laws that will bar all corA 
politicians toconrest the polls, will hold a free and fair general election that will pave the :rr 
for blossoming a fu ll -fledged democracy in the country. If the Nepa li Congress law makers 
fail to rise up to the occasion to rescue the country from the imminent civi l war because of 
their majority in the parliament. they have to find some one from amongst themselves who 
is cleaner and noncontroversial and can lead them. Even though we are fully convinced that 
Nepali Congress, because of ilS inherent flaws, can never rule in the interest of the people of 
our poor country we will bear wi th this young. honest and dynamic NepaJi Congress leader 
for a reasonable length of li me. The sooner they do it, the better for the count ry. 

.. '" '" 
We have always advocated peaceful dialogue for the solution of the Maoist problem. The 
deployment of Royal Nepal Army is sure to aggravate the problem and very likely embroil 
the country in a devastating civi l war. We have instances galore. both near and far. where a 
long drawn out civil was is continuing. With our terrain. how can we be assured that Maoists 
rebels can be subdued by force. Once the anny gets involved it would be very difficult to 
ex tricate. In the long run, it may even spell danger to the institution of monarchy. Since, it 
could be well planned st rategy of some interested forces, we must use our wisdom not to fall 
in the trap. Will Nepal Anny li sten? • 

Madhav Kumar Rimal 
Chief Editor& Publisher 
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LETTERS ____________________________________________________________ __ 

Wither Exports? 
After nearly half a decade 
saw exports picking up, it 

seems the country is now facing 
a slump in the sector ("Beset 
With Uncertainties". SPOT­
LIGHT, May4). Unfonunately. 
under this non-performing gov­
ernment. one cannot do anything 
but rue the impending disaster. 
~Sl imagine what would hap­
pen if expons suddenly began to 
plummet. 1 t would destroy the 
whole national economy and put 
an additional burden on the 
people's shoulders. 

Bilms Nellpalle 
Gairidhara 

Against The Spirit 
The decision by the lndian 

government LO impose the 
countervailing duty on the maxi· 
mum rcLail price of goods ex­
ported from Nepal is against the 
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spi ritof the 1996 trade trealy 
between the lwocountries ("Be· 
set With Uncertainties," SPOT­
LIGHT, May 4). This provision 
will affect genuine manufactur­
ing industries in Nepal. Against 
the provision of the treaty. this 
will mean that industries sta­
tioned in Nepal will be paying 
additional duties to Indian gov­
ernment compared 10 industries 
stationed in lnllia. The sooner 
this provision is revoked, the 
better for bilateral trade. 

Binaya Joslti 
Tahachal 

Bad Mentality 
The largest portion of the 

blame for the sudden decline in 
the expon of the pashmina prod­
ucts lies square ly on Nepalese 
exporters themselves. who in their 
race toeam quick money under­

mined the quality ("Beset With 

Sorry State 
Apropos your cover 

stOIY "Beset With Un­
certainties" (SPOT­
LIGHT. May 4), it ap­
pears that the Nepalese 
goverlllllent does not 
have specific plans and 
programs to sustain the 
export sector. The way 
the markets for carpets 
and pashmina are dwin­
dling, if seems the au­
thorities are least both­
ereel. Leave alone re­
search to introduce ex­
portable items, 0111' (111-

thoritie s cannot even SltS­

tain those already iden­
tified by the private sec­
tor. 

Krishna Gautam 
Lagankhe/ 

Uncertainties" SPOTLIGHT. 
May 4). They are responsible nOI 
only for bringing down what was 
a promising industry but also for 
giving a bad name to Nepal 
abroad. The spurious pashmina 
makers must be singled out and 
penalized for their misdeeds. 

Dipeslt Sltakya 
Mangal Bazar 

Misplaced Logic 
The logic based on whieh 

Ihe CIAA has taken action 
against two former RNAC 
bosses on allegations of conl.lp­
tion in the Lauda Air deal ap­
pears to be totally misplaced 
("Endless Drama" , SPOT­
LIGHT, May 4). While the cre­
dentials of those arrested are in­
deed questionable, how can the 
CIAA put them behind bars by 
arguing that they have em­
bezzled funds because the insti· 

tmicn they rail made huge losses. 
If this yardstick is applied uni­
versally, then all the bosses of 
the loss-mal-.ing public enter­
prises ought to be in jail. Such 
public enterprises are not in short 
supply," Ncpal. Such hard-to­
believe logic may not find sup­
porters when the C1AA finally 
takes it case to the court of law. 

Ramesl! 8aidya 
Samakhusi 

Outrageous Obstruction 
Thc: government's myste­

rious decision to obstruct 
Spacclimc Network's Channel 
Nepal from going on air through 
satellite at the eleventh hour is 
an outrageous onc (,"Off The 
Air". SPOTLIGHT. April 27). 
What would the Nepalese gov­
ernmcnI have lost by allowing 
the private-sectorTV channel to 
extend its footprints beyond the 
country? From every point of 
view. the channel should have 
been encouraged. Everybody is 
hoping thm Lhcauthorities would 
end this cOnlrovcrsy and allow 
the channel to operate soon. 

Navill GUTllIlg 
Thamel 

Power Problem 
Every dry seasOIl. the citi· 

zens of world's second richest 
country in hydropowcr potelltial 
have to reel under load shedding 
("Powerless Days Ahead". 
SPOTLIGHT. April 27). Mis­
placed policies. flawed programs 
and impractical projects have 
contributed {Q creating this elm­
mic situalion. It is surprising that 
the capacities of most of the mn­
of-the-river type projects are di­
minished by such a huge margin 
during the dry season. Shouldn't 
the experts have wamed the 
people of this nuctuation in power 
production well in advance?That 
could have saved precious re­
sources, which. in turn. could 
have been put 10 beuer use. 

Salldesh Bisla 
Satdobato 
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NEWSNOTES 

Babu Chhiri's 
Last Rites Performed 

Last rites of noted Mc Everest 
summ iteer. Babu Chhiri Sherpa, were 
conducted according to Buddhist tradi­
tions at Swoyambhu Thursday morning. 
Thousands orpeople from all walks of lire 
paid the 'son of the mountain' las t trib 4 

ut es. The 35-year-old Babu had died after 
falling into a crevasse at a height of6.500 
meters on Ml. Everest. His body was 
brought to Kathmandu Tuesday and kept 
at the Sherpa Service Center for two days. 

with more than adozen ministers of sta te, 
assistant ministers and members of the 
National Planning Commission on Sat­
urday. the prime minister asked them to 
visil lhedistricts they have been assigned 
to immediately and start their job. RSS 
news agency reported that thchigh-level 
inspection vis its wou ld be made Lo all the 
14 zones orthe COUlltry. The government 
has worked out a plan of action to obtain 
object ive information on whether or not 
dcvelopmcnl and construct ion works be­
ing can· ied out by the government are 
going on smoothly and whether or not 

the services being provided 
to the people are easily 
available. just and up to 

_ .•• .,.'" qual ity. Compiled from re­
May 6. 

Transport Operators 
.. t'jjIt't1I Withdraw Strike 

Transport operators 
agreed to withdraw their 
spontaneous strike Wednes­
day after government offi­
cials assured them that they 
would investigate the burn­
ing down of a minibus in the 
capital early this week. A 

had agreed on the discount a few weeks 

back but transponers are complaining that 
non-students are trying to take benefIt. 
Compiled from reporls May 3. 

'Foreign Forces 
Behind Instability' 

PrimeMinislcrGirija Prasad Koirala 
has blamed "foreign forces' ror prolonged 
instability in the coun try. Addressing a 
meeting organiled by Nepal Trade Union 
Congress here Wednesday to mark the 
International Workers Day (May 
Koirala said foreign forces were 
sible for the ongoing IIlstability. misman­
agement and stalled development works, 
Kantipur daily reported. "I know. difrer­
ent foreign powers are active here," de· 
clared Koirala. He did not mention who 
those forces were. He also hinted that the 
Maoist people's war was also a handi­
work or a roreign power. Koirala asked 
workers, peasants and people who be­
lieved in democracy to help make the 
Integrated Securi ty and Development Pro­
gram succeed in the region affected by the 
Maoist insurgency, "'Let's not turn our 

country into a playground or roreigners," 
he urged. Compiled from reports May 2. 

group of students said to be Ninth Plan Target 
close toCPN (ML)had burnt 
down the bus aher its stafr Unlikely To Be Met 

~~:§~~~~~~~~~~~~~:-:-=-=-=-=-=-=: .... refused to grant them 33 The growth target set by the Ninth 
~ percent discount in the rare. Five Year plan (1998-2002) are unlikely 
The government also paid honors to the 
dead hero who had scaled Mt. Everest 
successrully ten times. In a message, King 
Birendra expressed condolence at the un­
timely demise of the noted mountaineer, 
Compiled from reporls May 2. 

Koirala Instructs Ministers 
Amid calls for his resignation after 

the Commission for rnvestigation of 
Abuse of Authority rired a 'letter bomb' 
at him over the Lauda Air deal, Prime 
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala has in· 
structcd junior ministers to visit districts 
all over the country to monitor develop­
ment works. including the implementa­
tion or the proposed Integrated Security 
and Development Program. In a meeting 

4 

A tripartite meeting among the orficials, to be met. said a mid-tc1111 review of the 
student leaders and transport operators plan. The review prepared by the Fulbright 

r---;::---------,;,:;~il1~;,::~iiiiiij lDRS United for the 
National Planning 
Commission (NPC) 
said the average 
growth rate during 
this period is 1.19 
percent less than the 
target or 6.0 percent 
SCI by the plan. The 
repon prepared by a 
team headed by Prof. 
Parthibeswor P. 
Timilsinahas recom­
mended the govern­

ment to reduce un­
necessary expend i-

cTc:r..:a"'n"'s"p.::o:..rt:..a"'g.:i"'ta::t::io::n::.... _______________ ture and create an in. 
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NEWSNOTES 

vestment friendly atmosphere lO increase 
gross domestic savings and investment in 
comparison 10 gross domestic product. 
The report has also stressed the need lO 

reform revenue administration and mobi­

liL.c internal resources effectively. Com· 
piled frolll reporls May 2. 

Business Houses Vandalized 
A group of workers said to be close to 

underground Maoists vandalized show­
rooms belonging to Dugar Brothers and 
Sons. a leading industrial and business 
house in the country. at Pokhara and 

thmandu Tuesday. As their colleagues 
ere taking out processions in major cit­

ies to mark the International Workers Day. 
morc than a dozen people carry ing 
"khukuris' vandalized ashow room owned 
by Dugar Iron and Steel Trading Com­
pany in PokJ1ara on Tuesday morning. 
According to Nepal Samacharpatra daily, 
a group of eight or nine people threw 
petrol bombs at the four-storey building 
of Dugar Brothers and Sons at Putali­
sadak in the capital Tuesday evening. The 
company staff lalcr put out the lire caused 
by the bombs. Company officials said 
property worth an estimated Rs 700.000 
was destroyed in both incidents. Police 
failed to nab the culprits in both incidents. 
Compilell/rom reports May 2. 

AAN Asks Airlines 
To Stop Ads 

Amid growing competition among 
private airlines in the country to grab a 
major share in the air services market, the 
Ci vi i Aviation Authority of Ne pal (CAAN) 
has asked domestic airline companies not 
to \lublish advertisements and make pub­
jidlY regarding night safety of their air­
crafl with a view to promote their busi­
ness.ln a public notice issued o~ Monday. 
the government agency warned the con­

cerned airlines of stringent ac ti on if they 
continued to publish, what it said, mis­
leading advertisements. TheCAAN made 
it c lear that the safety of any airplane 
depended on its airworthiness, not on its 
age, and claimed that all aircrart operating 
in the cou ntry were safe to ny. The 
CAAN's response came after Buddha Air, 
a private ai rlines. put advertisements in 

SPOTLIG HT/MAY 11. 2001 

major newspapers sayi ng that its new gen­
C1'alion Beech Aircrafts were the sa fest in 
the country and that all other airlines were 
operati ng old-generation aircrafts. Other 
airlines refuted, also through public ad­
vertisements, Buddha Air's claims. Com· 
piledfrolll reporls May 1. 

Private Schools Closed 
Amid growing pressure from the 
ANNFSU (Revolutionary ), a pro-Maoist 
student organization , private and board­
ing schools in more than one and half 
dozen districts have been closed down, 
reports said. Nearly 150 private schools in 

Education Ministry 

districts including Lamjung, Pyuthan. 
Gorkha. Sindh upalc hok, Kavre, 
Arghakhanchi , Salyan. Dolakha, Rukum. 
Rolpa districts have been closed down. 
PABSON -:- an organizati on of private 
schools in the country-- said . The 
ANNFSU has already called for week long 
ciosure of private schools in the capital 
va lley beginning mid-May in support of 
its demand for 50 percent waiver in the 
fees being charged by the private schools. 
ANNFSU (Revolutionary) general secre­
wry Punya Poudcl said his organization 
was running parallel education offices in 
the districts and were investigating cases 
of exorbi tant fees charged by private 
schools. The student organizat ion has also 
demanded boycott of Sanskrit educati on 

and the national anthem in the schools. 
Kalllipllr May 2. 

Sri Lanka Tries To 
Revive SAARC Process 

Sri Lanka, the current chair of the 
seven-member regional body in South 
Asia, has initiated efforts to revive what is 
known as the SAARC process. AP news 
agency reported Monday that the Sri 
Lankan government has invited foreign 
secretaries of SAARC for a mecting in 
June. Since 1998. the South Asian Asso­
ciation for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) summ it has been postponed 
indefinitely, mainly due to tensions be­
tween India and Pakistan. The summit. 
scheduled to take place in Kathmandu in 
November 1999. had been postponed at 
the request of the Indian government. 
Repons said Ind ia requested postpone­
ment of the summit as the Indian Prime 
Minister Alal Behari Vajpayee wanted to 

avoid a meeting with Pakistan's military 
ruler General Pcrvez Musharraf, whom 
lndia blamed for an incursion in Kashmir 
that resulted in an I I-week-long fighting 
in 1999. Compiled from reports May 1. 

Nepalese Laborers 
Deprived Of Rights 

Even after more than a decade of 
restoration of democracy in the country, 
Nepalese laborers a re deprived of their 
minimum rights, ac ti vists said. Partici­
pating in an interaction program orga­
nized by the Amnesty International Ncpal 
chapter on the eve of the I 12th Interna­
tional Workers' Day here Monday. 
Umesh Upadhyay of the Federation of 
Nepalese Trade Uni ons said the workers 
in the unorganized sector were still de­
prived of their basic rights. including 
minimum wages and other trade union 
rights. General secre tary of the Dcmo­
cratic Confederation of Nepalese Trade 
Un ions (DECONT) Khila Nath Dahal 
said even in the organized sector. several 
establishmen ts did not provide appoint­
ment letters to their workers and were not 
paying proper attention to avoid occupa­
tiona l hazard. Compiled from reporlS 
May I. • 

5 



BRIEFS 

King Birendra 
on the occasion of 2545th Buddha Jayanti 

CROWN PRINCE DlPENDRA RETURNED HOME LAST 
Thursday after completing an eight-day official visit to Japan. The 
Crown Prince had left for Japan on April 24 at the invitation of the 
government of Japan. Meanwhile. in a stalCmcnt. Minister for 
Science and Technology Surendra Prasad Chaudhary sa id the visit 
by the Crown Prince provided an opportunity lO renew friendly 
relations between the two countries. Chaudhary, who accompanied 
the Crown Prince during the visit. said the visit afforded Crown 
Prince Dipendra an opportunity to see for himself the pace of 
deve lopment taking place in Japan. 

THE SWISS RED CROSS HAS AGREED TO IMPLEMENT 
va rious developmcnI programs in Nepal for a period of five years. 
An agreement has been signed between the Social Welfare Counci l 
and local representative of the Swiss Red Cross here this week. 
According to the agreement. the Swiss Red Cross wi ll annually 
provide a minimum of US$ 100,000 for implementation of the 
programs. 

THE RECENT SLUMP IN CARPET EXPORTS HAS WOR­
ried both entrepreneurs and offic ials. The total export volume of 
carpets in the first nine months of the curren t fi scal year has plunged 
by over 7 percent to 1.68 million square meters. down from 1.80 
million square meters over the same period last year. Carpet 
en trepreneurs blamed what they called lack of long-term support­
ive policies to the sector as primarily responsible for the current 
slowdown. They said heavy dependence on a single market -
Germany alone consumes over 70 percent of the total export - is 
also responsible for the current s lump. President of the Central 
Carpet Industries Association (CCIA) A.G. Sherpa said there was 
a need to amend existing labor laws to ensure sustainable growth of 
the carpet sector. 

NEPAL HAS BEEN ELECTED TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
or the United Nations Chi ldren's Fund (UNICEF) ror a three-year 
term beginning 2002 by securing the largest number of votes. 
Similarly, Nepal has been elected to the Commission on Sustain­
able Development for a three-year term beginning 2002. Both the 
elections were held on May 3, 200 1, the Foreign Ministry said. 
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SOME 70 PERCENT OF NEPALESE WOMDI HA VE BEEN 
found to be suffering fmIll anemia due to iron deficiency. reports 
said. According to a study corrducted hy the World Health Organi­
zation (WHO), 83 percent o r Nepal's popUlation use iodiled sal t. 
The rcmaining 17 percent that doesn't use ioditcd salt were found 
to be suffering from gaiter amI mental retardation. The study 
revealed that 40 percent of the people in the terai were su ffering 
from goiter because of iodine delicicncy. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM HAS 
agreed to provide a grant assi~tance of 31.995 million pounds 
(approxi matcly Rs 3399. I mi 11 ion) to the Nepalese government for 
the implementation of a Rural Access ProgrCLnl (RAP) in the 
eastern, mid-, and far-weslern development regions and adjoining 
areas. The main purpose of the program is to improve po 
people's access to goods. markets and service~, said the Fina 

Ministry. The program will contrihute to achieving more secure 
and sustainable rural livelihoods for the poor and disadvantaged in 
the hill areas of Nepal. officia ls said. In the se leclCd districts, 
1.2 million people are expected to be nefit from improved access. 
The government is to bear 20 pcrcell( and local Di strict Develop­
ment Committees 10 percent of the costs for the feeder roads. 
Finance Secretary Dr. Bimal Koirala and Briti sh Ambassador to 
Nepal Ronald Nash signed and exchanged a letter to this effect last 
week. 

NEPAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY (NLIC) BEGAN ITS 
operations last week. The company said it would entertain 181 life 
assurance proposals worth Rs 1.43 billion from the general public, 
The authorized capital of the first full -tledged I ife insurance com­
pany in the country is Rs 250 million. The company said its risks 
would be reinsured at Germany's Hanover Reinsurance Company. 
Initially. the company will offer endowment with profits plan. 
anticipated endowment with profit for tenn of 15 and 20 years 

and dual accident insurance schemes. The promoters sai 
they would launch two more schemes within a month. Th 
said they had a target of selling 10,000 policies during the first 
year of operation and promised for quick efficient service to 
the in surers. Chairman of the company, Purushottam Lal 
Shanghai, said the company wantel.l to pool sca ttered capilal 
through insurance policies and inves t it for development of the 
nation. Inaugurating the company, Finance Minister Dr. Ram 
Sharan Mahat said the Nepalese insurance market would witness a 
competi tive environment wit h the establishment of the new com­
pany, 

THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
(UNDP) has agreed to assist the Nepalese government in launching 
a yea rlong project on "expanded rights-based approach to the 
eoneentrated HIV/ALDS epidemie in Nepal." The US$ 2.53 million 
project aims at addressing the urgent risk and harm redunion needs 
of female sex workers, their clients and injecting drug users in 
Nepal. The first phase will bridge the time needed to develop a 
broader, expanded response for these groups by support ing advo­
cacy and research, incre3sing at the same time the coverage of 
services beginning in Kathmandu valley and other selected areas of 
the country. An agreement 10 this effect was signed between the 
government and UNDP late last month. • 
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QUOTE UNQUOTE 

"H is (Bhattarai's) job is to ask for my resignation, mine is to refuse." 

Prime MinisTer Girija Prasad Koiraia, reacTing To the demand (for his resignation) by senior COllgres 
leader Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, in The Kathmandu Post. 

"T . I . h' here IS no a ternatlve to t e prime 

minister's resignation." 
Krishna Prasad Bhatlarai, former 
prime minister, demanding the res­
ignation of Koirala in a press state­
ment, in Kantipur. 

* * * 

"I am surprised by (the tone of) his 

reply." 
Madhav Kumar Nepal, genera! 
secretary of Unified Marxist Le"inist 
and the leader of (he main opposi- ~ 

fioll, saying Koirala 's reply to ~ 
the CIAA's letter ~t.las (Ill attack ~ , 
against the constitutional body, ill c 
Chhalfal. 

* * * 

"Only those without brains talk such 

nonsense." 
Bamdev Gaeltam, gelleral secretary 
of Marxist Lellillisf, when pointed 
out that UMLleaders wereaccus;lIg 
him of supporting Prime M.inisler 

SPOTLIGHT/MAY 11 ,2001 

* * * 

Girija Prasad Koirala, in Jana I 
Aastha. 

* * * 

"I h' d' f h n t e Imme late a termat we 

could lose 10 billion rupees in revenue 
but we can gain many times more 

than that by getting the market of 

I ",/1/ reS'!9'>1 
i.,.,,,,,ediately if "" 
fo liowe rs ~ y 

;)/ So 

) 

billion-plus population of China and 
another billion popUlation of India: ' 

Pro/. Madal! K1l11lar Daltal. econo­
mist, adl'ocQtillg tlie free-flo'H' 
of goods with zero dw)' between 
Nepal and India/China, saying 
Ihallhe move ..-ould help Nepal ex­
ploitthe burgeoning economy of its 
Ileighborillg callI/tries, in 
Gorkhapatra. 

* * * 

"As far as their academic demands are 

concerned, they arc justified ." 
Suprabhat Bhalldari, presidem of 
Nepal Guardiall's Association, re­
aCling 10 the demands put /on" by 
the studem H'i1lg of Maoists, III Jana 
Bhawana. 

* * * 

"I wish all women stopped using the 

identity given by their husband." 
Sila Palldey, a feminist writer. 11l 

Jana Aastha. 

* • * 
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OFF THE RECORD 

Letter For 
Survival 

CPN-UML leader 
Madhav Kumar Nepal 
hailed the Commission 
of Investigation of 
Abuse of Authority 
(CIAA) after it dis­
patched a Ictter to Prime 
Minister Girija Prasad 
Koirala seeki ng c1arifi-
cations on the contrQ- Deuba: Gleeful 
versial Lauda Air deal. ---------------
Nepal's words of gratitude are that letter to Koirala. Deuba 
understandable because the issued a statement from his 

CIAA. which is headed by a 
fellow native of Rautahat , has 
gIven new life to the 
opposition's faltering street 
ag itation demanding Koirala's 

resignation. Whether this rc­
gional affinity or the political 
timing is a coincidence or not, 
the letter helped the politician 
of Rautahat by hurting the 
strongman of the Nepali Con­
gress. 

Happy Deuba 
It seems thatfonnerprime 

minister Sher Bahadur Deuba 
was among the happiest men 
when theClAA fonnally wrote 

8 

camp in far-western Nepal 
demanding the resignation of 
the prime minister. Even be­
fore news of the CIAA letter 
was officially confirmed, 
Deuba was telling supporters 
that the time had come for him 
to bear certain important rc­
sponsibi li ties. Whether 
Deuba'sdream of moving into 
the BaluwaLar quarters materi­
ali zes or not, his happiness 
seems to know no bounds at 
the momenl. 

Personal Concern 
FonnerdepulY prime min­

ister Shailaja Acharya was the 

REVELATION 

'We Are Very Cautious About 

Misuse Of Keys' 
- KRISHNA KOIRALA 

If you want allY killd of key duplicated, KRISHNA KOIRALA 
call do if for you. Olle of the OWllers of Key House, which 
prepares duplicate keys UpOIl request, Koirala fillds his 
business under threat because a/cheap Chinese and Indian 
keys. Koirala reveals mallY aspects of his busilless. 

How did you start your business? 
We started in 1992 by making duplicate keys for people 

who were facing inconvenience because they had lost their 

original ones. 
What type of keys do you prepare'! 

We make all kinds of duplicates keys for European, 
Japanese and Indian cars. We also make dup li cate keys for 
cabinets, lockers and safes. 

How do you check possible misuse of duplicate 
keys? 

We will not make keys unless we are allowed to see the 
actual lock. For keys of motorbikes and small almaries, we 
just demand to see the identity card of the individual. We 
cannot prepare duplicate keys for cabinets and lockers in the 
absence of the owner. 

Don't you think that there is a real possibility 
misuse of your service? 

I have already told you, we are very cautious on this 
matter. We wil l not accept any work unless we are con­

vinced of the genuineness of the customer's identity. 

What are the challenges in front of you right now? 

It is very tough for us now to compete with cheap Indian 
and Chinese key which are available in the market. Since the 
new locks are so cheap, people break them whenever they 
lose the key. 

Have you experienced any harassment from police? 
As I said, our intention is fair and clear. So there is no 

question of any kind of harassment from police. • 

first politician who saw a con­
spiracy in the CIAA' s letter. 
Herexpressions ofconcf!m are 
understandable. because any 
danger to Koirala's position 
would undennine berown role. 
given her political and per-

sonal ties to the prime mi nis­
ter. In raising the slogan of 
"conspiracy agai nst democ­
racy" t Acharya has at once 
professed loyalty to her party 
leader and worked to protect 
her own position . • 
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CHILD LABOR 

Abuse Of Innocence 
Nepal is to launch a time-bound program to combat the 
worst forms of child labor in cooperation with ILO 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

B asu. a Il -ycar-old boy, could be seen 
washing dishes at a popular hotel at 

BlIlwal. He disappeared from the hote l after 
weeks as hi s employer a llegedly tried to 
him sexually. More than LIDO chil­

dren like 8asu are li ving at ri sk in Butwal 
municipa lity. one of the major trading cen­
lers in western Nepal. a stud y sa id. 

According 10 a study conduc ted by Bal 
Samparka Kendra. an NGO. of these chil-

Organization) is making specia l efforts to 

address the worst ranns of chi Id Inbor as a 
matter of priorit y and an entry point 10 com­
bat all forms of ch ild labor worldwide. IPEe 
will launch in 2001 a time bound program 
(TBP) to comb. t the worst fonns o r child 
labor in three counlri es, Nepal. Tanzaniaand 
El Salvador. which have expressed a parti cu~ 

larly strong commitment. 
A national consultation mecling was 

organized in thecapital this week (May 8- 1 0) 
to formulate a time-bound program against 

dren, 690 were invo lved in co llecting j-_______ -----___ .....,.....,=,.... ...... 
gcrap materia ls. 195 in hote ls and res­
tauran ts and 93 worked as household 

sc rvants. The number of st reet chi 1-
dre n and child workers is increasing 

due to the intluence of poor friends, 
mist reatment o r the stepmothe r. stern 
punishment given at school and home, 
among others, said the report. 

The plight of young boys and 
girls is no better in o ther parts of the 
country. Accurding to an LLO/IPEC 
stud y unde rt aken in 1996, or the 6.23 

' lIion ch ildren between the ages of 

the number of ch ildren currently working 
agoumd the world al 250 million. As child 
labore rs ~ngaged in the worst forms of child 
labor are most at risk and predominantly 
come from the pO(lreSI and most vulnerable 
groups of society. there is a growing consen­
sus that targeting the worst forms of child 
labor is nO{ on ly morall y right but also the 
most effecLi ve way to stan tackling the prob­
lem of child Jabor as a whole in the long nm. 
The program will be implemented in respec­

ti ve countries in June 200 1. 
According to studies. the problem of 

cllild labor is severe in Nepa l. The principal 
reason for that is acute poverty. Other factors 
cont ributing la child laboT are: socia l cus­
toms. va lues and attitudes, lack of education 
o f parents. lack of access 10 education for 

children. re lationshi ps within the agrarian 
structure. migration rrom rural to urban a r~ 

cas. dishannony with in the family, traffick~ 
ing of girls. and inadequate enforcement of 

labor and cri minal laws. During the 
past ti ve years. there has been a tre­
mendous increase in thecommitment 
level or the Nepalese government. 

Also. the government lOok a land­
mark decision in July 2000 by out­
lawing the practice of kamaiyas. 

Nepal has been se lected from 
Asia (for the implementation o fTBP) 
as a result or commit ments made by 
the GovernmentofNepal at the "Best 
Prac tices Conference" held in Wash­
ington and at the Internat ional Labor 
Conference in 2000. This coincides 

_ -14 in Nepal. 2.6 million or 42 per- . . . 
centareat work. Oflhis 1.7 million are Child workers: L ack of opportullilles 

"'-' .......... _-' with the efforts undertaken by the 

economica lly acti ve. This does not 
take into account many mOre. pa l1icularl y 
girls. who help out in do mestic chores. 

Child labor exists in various seCtors: 
agricult ure. trade and occupations such as 
basket making. sewing. iron smithy and weav­
ing. Given the open border between Nepa l 
and India. thousands of children arc annually 
trafficked and pushed into prostitution. The 

sexual ex plo it ation of children is on the ri se in 
urban Nepal too. It is also estimated that a 
considerable number o r children under the 
age of 16 are bc ing used as commandos and 
human shie ld in the Maoist insurgency move­
ment all over the count ry. which is now in its 

sixth year. 
Following the adoption of convention 

182 on the worst forms o f child labor. IPEC 
(International Program on the Elimination of 
Child Labor) under ILO (International Labor 
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the worst fonns o f child labor in Nepal. The 
national time bound program wi ll combine 
sectoral. thematic and geographically based 
approaches to prevent child labor and wi th ­
draw children from hazardous works and 
provide them with education and training 
opponunities, ortic ials said. 

The TBP a ims al preventing and e limi­
nat ing in each count!)' all incidence o f the 
worst fonns of chi ld labOT within a defined 

peri od of time. The worst fa nns of chi Id labor 
inc lude slave ry, traffic ldng, bondage of chil­
dren, thei ruse in proslituion and pornography, 
their use in durg trafficking, amcd con llic! 
etc. to eradicate these fonns of child labor in 
a period of 5-10 years. depending on [he 
prevalance of child labor and its complexity 
in each count ry. 

Conservat ive estimates by the [LO put 

Ministry ofLabor and T ranspon Man-
.gemel1l (lIMGlNepal) to develop a 

I O-year Master Plan of Action against Child 
Labor. the objectiw being to eliminate the 
worst fo rms of ch i l~ I.bor by 200S and all 
fonns o f child labor by 20 I O. 

The TB P d i ITers from earl ier approaches 
as it cons iders macroeconomic factors and 
social trends, which we re not adequate ly 
considered earlier. Child bonded labor: ch ild 
trafficking and child do mestic labor have 

been identifi ed as priority areas of work in 
Nepa l. The progra m wi ll also focus on child 
porters and children in hazardous occupa­
tion. It will need suppon from a ll sec tors. 

bOlh the government and no n-governmental 
organizations. 10 savechi klren like Basu from 
exploitation and suffering. It' s a long way 10 

go to provide them education and o ther ser­

vices to develop their capabilities and make 
them a responsib le citizen o f (he nation • 
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events will unfold. "When the 
prime minister himself is fac­
ing internal political trouble, 
what onc can expect from 
him?" asked a political ana­
lyst. "How can a weak prime 
minister talk confidently with 
his Chjnesc counterpart?" 

TIle visit of the Chinese 
premier to Nepal is also of 
interest 10 India, which is busy 
conducting one of its biggest 
military exercises in desert of 
Rajasth.n near the border with 
Pakistan. In 'haping Nep 
tics with lndia. relations bc.­
(ween Kathmandu and Bcijing 

____ ..... have always played a key role, 
King Birendra with President Jiang : Neighborly talk almost to the point of deler­
---------- --------------------------- mining the nalUfcofties,"said 

ZHU RONGJI'S VISIT 

Boosting Friendship 
Despite political uncertainty in Nepal, Chinese PrimeMinisterZhu Rongji's 
visit reaffinns the consistency of Chinese policy towards the kingdom 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

A t a time when South Asia in general 
and Nepal in particular has been 

rassing through an unstable polilical pe­
riod. Chinese Prime MinisterZhu Rongji is 
\islling Nepal as part of a four-nation trip 
10 the region. In Nepal. jusl two weeks 
before his scheduled arrival, the country 
was pushed into a new round of political 
llllccrtainty, hampering the preparation for 
the visil. 

As Foreign Ministry officials were 
busy preparing the agenda for the Chinese 
leatler's visi t, a sense of instability gripped 
the government and political process after 
the Commission of Investigation of Abuse 
of Authori ty dispatched a letter to Prime 
MinislerGirija Prasad Koiralaseeking c1ari­
lications on the Lauda Air deal contro­
versy. 

China does not want to make Nepal an 
ideological ally but it wants to promote an 
independent Nepalthm is not dictated to by 
outside powers and does not become a 

10 

staging ground for anti-Chinese activities. 
Although Prime Minister Koirala has 

expressed the need to strengthen relations 
between the two countries, he seems to be 
preoccupied with internal party politics. 
Almost to the point or ignoring the impor­
tant visit. Koirala is busy lrying 10 foil the 
political agitation launched by thecommu­
niSI oppositior. and Congress dissidents. 

"Nepal has to be sensitive towards the 
interests of its two big neighbors. We need 
10 have exploit the economic and other 
opportunities available from both of our 
neighbors," Koirala said in an address to a 
newly forn1ed economic forum. 

'o1l1e visit of the Chinese premier to 

the smaller states of South Asia aflirms 
China' s consistent thinking that any im­
provement in China's relations with India 
wi ll nOL be at the cost of the smaller nations 
of South Asia," said Dev Raj Dahal. asso­
c iate professor at Tribhuvan University. 

Many remain doubtful whether Nepal 
would be able 10 gain much from the Zhu 
visit since nobody knows how political 

S.c. Bhan in hi, book The Triangle India­
Nepal-China. A Study of Treaty Relations. 

While Zhu's arrival nears. officials 
from both coulltries are now in the final 
stages of preparing the drafts forthe agree­
ments. Whatcvertheorlkials ofbolh coun­
tries say, it is not easy to prepare a final 
agenda. 

·'How serious are India and China 
about their stakes is difficult to assess and 
impossible to predict. Indian dislikes of 
equidistance that characteri7cd Nepal's 
foreign policy in the three decades of Pan­
chayat rule (1960-1990) and the Ch in 
distaste for special relationship of Nepa 
with India (1950s) have virtually closed 
two of the conventional foreign policy op­
tions of Nepal." said Dahal. 

The convergence of an ti ·Chinese ac­
tivities increases Chinese sensitivities on 
the security o r Tibet. The cold war in this 
part of the world will now begin. Many 
anti-Chinese organilalions. including the 
Free Tibet movement. have been coming 
up in Nepal. 

Other see the visit of Chinese premier 
as a positive sign. "111c visit of Chinese 
prime minister is of great importance for 
the small Hil11alayan kingdom of Nepal 
since China always gives great importance 
to political stability and economic prosper­
ity of Nepal." said a China expert. 

If things remain unchanged, Nepal 
and China wi ll have another alternative 
highway to link the two countries. Trade 
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between Nepal and China relies on the 
Kathmandu- Kodari highway which was 
bui lt in 1962. The co nst ru ction of 
Syaphrubeshi-Rasuwa road will provide 
another way to Tibet Autonomous Region 
of China and provide another boost to 

bilateral trade. 
Cb ina has alrcady built a road across 

Ih~ Himalayas c lose lO the Nepal's north­
ern remote di stric ts. including Humla. 
Mustang and Dolpa. The proposed new 
road will a lso belp to supply food stuff and 
uther mmerial to remote pans of Nepal 
,through the Chinese road. 

Nepal has already ,tarted limited sup­
I' y of food stuff to tbe northern remote 
districts through the highway bui lt in Tibet. 
Tbe Zbu vis it follows a series o f high-level 
vis its since the establishment of diplomatic 
re lat ions between two countries in 1955. 
but it has becn kept in low profile. 

Although the internal political situa­
tion is unstable and no political panies 
sccmlO pay any attention to the visi t oflhe 
prcmierofNepaJ's northern ncighbor. Zhu 
Rongji's vis it will have great signitlcance 
in ull aspects of relations between the two 
countries. 1lle Chinese premier is arriving 
on May 14 on a three-day official visit. 

In the last year, the frequency of high­
level visit from both countries has increased. 
So has bilateral trade. In September last 
vear. Nepalese Foreign Minister Chakra 

·,H.aJ Banstola visited B<.'iJi ng and two 

months ago Chi Haotian became the first 
Chinese defense minister to pay a visit to 
Nepal. King Birendra paid a state vis it to 
China earlier this month and now China's 
prime minister is com ing to Nepal. The 
exchange of high-level visits betwcen the 
two countries underscore the wannth and 
cordialityofbilateral relmions. lmportantly, 
the two countries do not have major ob­
stacles and problcms. 

Nepal i Congress dissidents have tem­
porarily suspended their anti-Koirala ac­
tivities till the end of the visit Chinese 
premier. Intcrestingly. the left parties have 
yet to show any good will gesture towards 
the visit. Ironically. the six commullIst 

pany announced new roundsof agitation to 
press Primc MinisterGirija Prasad Koirala 
to resign. 

In the last 40 years. this is the first time 
when Chinese prime minister is visit ing 
Nepal with so many proposals. including 
another alternative road to link Nepal with 
Tibct Autonomous Region of China. 

As Prime Minister Koirala is facing 
all-round altack and even the Commission 
of Investigation of Abuse of Authority 
holding the sword. no onc is certain of the 
consequences of the vis it by prime minis­
ler. 

"Chinese prime ministcrwill hold dis­
cussions on many issues with Nepalese 
lenders, including bi latera l economic co­
operation. trade, development. among oth-

A bus plying al the Rasuwa road: A new road-link 
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ers," said Chinese ambassador to Nepal 
Zeng Xuyong. (See SPOTLIGHT May 4, 
2001). 

"During the vis it. the two s ides will 
s ign agreements. We have been making 

preparation. What Nepal can impro\"e trade 
relation with China. We arc talking on how 
to increase the trade volume with Chi na. 
We are also preparing for trade facilitation 
measures with Cbi n ~I.." said Gyan Chandra 
Acharya. spokesman of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affair~. 

During the visil. the two sides will 
sign agreements on economic and techm­
cal cooperation. the construction of the 
Syaphrubesi-Rasuwa road, setting up a 

hospital for c ivi l servants of Nepal. and 
establ ishing a polytechnic institute at 
Banepa. ''The Syaprubesi-Rasuwa road is 
going to be an important project for Nepal 
in tenns of increasing bilateral relations," 
said Chinese Ambassador Zcng Xuyong. 

AI a time when trade between Nepal 
and China has increase many folds- from 
a mere $70 million a few years ago to $200 
million - the new highway will boost 
traders further. 

Nepal sharcs a IAOO-km common 
border.with China on its northern frontier 
and there is a possibility toexpand bilateral 
trade. Nepal's trade delicit wi th China has 
increased many fold overthc years. During 
Zhu's visit, leaders of hoth countries wi ll 
make effoJ1S to rcducc the defici t. 

The importance given by China to its 
small neighboris understandable as it wants 
to mahltain lhestability in the region. "Nepal 
has historically been considered by the 
Chinese strategists as a part of 0 chain of 
their nation's concentric inner Asian de­
fe nsivesystclll and even now bears no little 
importance for the security of its under­
belly, Tibet, where a large number of anti­
Chinese forces have converging interest:' 
said Dohal. 

"China' 5 strategic influence wi ll g row 
over the next decade in South Asia as is 
economic muscle o ffe rs it the means to 
become a powerful element in the overall 
Asian strategic equation." 

As China is expanding its influence in 
South Asian countries through trade, the 
Chinese premier's vis it to Nepal is set to 
have far-reac hing imparlance for the fu­
lUre of Nepal. • 
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NEPALESE ABROAD 

Serving The Motherland 
An organization in the UK tries to mobilize Nepalese 
in the service of their countrymen 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

"C an Nepa lese Abroad Help 
Nepal?" Of course, if they are 

really dedicated to their motherland. HELP 
NEPAL Network. UK. an organization dedi­
cmcd to encourage Nepalese around the world 
to contribute to Nepal. organized an interac­
tion program on the theme. in London last 
month (on April 30). Rcpresentatives of three 
arthe major Nepali organizations in the UK. 
Yeti Ncpali Association. Himalayan Yeti and 
Nepal SUppOt1 SOl.:icty expressed their views 
on the ~ubject and gave details of how their 
respcctivc I 

from Nepalese around the world and has un­
dertaken several projects ill different pans of 
Nepal. HeNN groups and representatives are 
fUl1ctioni ng in nearly adozen countries. includ­
ing Nepal. "We feel that Nepal and Nepali non­
governmental organizations have relied 100 

much on foreign aid and it is time that Nepalese 
doas muchastheycan forNcpaJ," said Rabindra 
Mishra. a producer with BBC Nepali serv ice. 
who is also the chair of the HcNN. By launch­
ing the campaign of collecting onc pound a 
month among expatriate Nepalese, the Net­
work has initiated a noble program that needs 
IQ be replicated elsewhere. • 

lions were helping 
Nepa l in different 
ways. 

ADVERTISEMENT . 
The interaction 

also focused on how 
different Nepali orga-
nili.lIions could co-or­
dinate with each Olher 
in helping Nepal tQ 
make the contribution 
subslalllial. Commu­
nity leaders. profes­
sionals. studcnts and 
the Nepalese Ambas­
sador lOo attended thc 
program the UK. Dr 
Sing h Bahadur 
Basnyat and Her Royal 
Highness MrsJolshana 
Basnyat. The Co-co­
ordinator of the pro­
gram and the vice chair 
of HELP NEPAL Net­
work (HeNN). UK. Dr 
Pranab Gyawali. ex­
pressed hope thal the 
discussion on a topic 
like this would helpex­
patriale Nepalcse to 
think more about the 
waysufhelpi ng Nepal. 
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ADB'S MEET 

Fighting 
Poverty 
Nepal will raise its concerns 
at the annual meeting of the 
Manila-based bank 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

The annual mecting of the board of direc­
tors of the ASI<lI1 Development Bank 
(ADB) latcr this weck will discuss. among 
other things. the nC\\i poverty reduction 
strategy at the ~ccnlc American town of 
Honolulu. The hank ofricials said they 
have given lOP priority to the reduction of 
poverty among peuple in the Asia and 
Pacific region. 

As one or the least developed COun­
tries with half or its population living 
below the poverty line. Nepal is one of 
the priority cou nlncs for ADB's assis­
tance. A major development partner of 
this Himalayan kingdom. ADB is re­
cen tly drafting poverty reduction strat­
egy for Nepal to assist the fonnulation of 
similar strategy by the Nepalese gavel' 
menL 

On his way to Honolulu to take part in 
theADB's meet Monday. Finance Minis­
ter Dr. Ram Shoran Mahat satd Nepal 
would raise issues including subsidies in 
agriculture sector and releasing of the 
ADB loan for the rural ciectritlcation 
project. The government and ADB offi­
cials reee11lly lockcu horns on the issue of 
whether the subsidies toshallow tube wells 
be re-introduced. Similarly. the ADS is 
reported to have held its loan back alleg­
ing the government is dillydallying in 
increasing the tariff of electricity - one 
of the highest in the world. 

Critics say Nepali oflicials should 
raise the issue of involving local commu­
nities and beneficiaries in the. develop­
ment projects. ADB-aided projects have 
been criticized for their contractor-led 
approach with little say of the people at 
the grassroots level. • 
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STRIKE IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

Panic For Nothing 
The strike called by the Maoist-affiliated student union may actually 
help end the 'Indianization' of private boarding schools 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

or the first time in the last ten years, 
a student union has finally raised a 

ndamental issue in the education sector: 
whether to conti nue private boarding school 
education based on Indian curriculum. 

According toa book distributor, books 
worth more than IC Rs. 200 million are yet 
to be imported from India because of the 
Maoist threat in the rural areas. Books 
worth Rs 10 million are lying uncollected 
at Chaujhari airport because of the 
c1osedown of private schools in Jajarkot 
and Rukum districts. 

With the restoraLion of democracy in 
1990, a large number of private schools 
have opened up, which has left only gov­
ernment schools following the curriculum 
designed by Ministry of Education. 

According to the Association of Pub­
lic Boarding Schools, the private boarding 

'hoolsare racilitating more than) million 
students or more than 30 percent of total 
school-going children throughout the coun­
try. A study has shown that only 10-20 
percent of the students who are in the 
private schools can afford to send their 
chlldrcn outside the country. 

"Because of the current uncertainty, 
many parents have already decided to send 
lheir children to private schools in India," 
said Arjun Bahadur Adhikary, general sec­
retary of P ABSON. 

If private schools are closed down, 
more and more student will study a cur­
riculum based on Nepal. That means Nepal 
can save billions of rupees it currently 
spends on importing reading materials, 
instruments and other equipment from In­
dia. Even today most of the children of 
upper strata are studying in Indian schools. 
The c1osedown of private schools will not 
make any difference to the middle class 
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families. 
"At a time when billions of rupees 

leave the country in the name of privatization 
and globalization, it will not be surprising 
for a million rupees to leave for foreign 
lands in the name of education," said 
Devendra Parajuli , president of All Nepal 
Free Students Union (Revolutionary). 

Resources do not matter. More impor-

School students: Chaotic situation 

tantly, the students who have been studying 
the course in private schools are mentally 
Indianized as most of the students even 
think of Indian marryrs like Subash Chan­
dra Bose, Bhagat Singh and others as 
Nepalese martyrs. 

Closing the private schools may cause 
some damage in the short term, but Nepal 
will stand to gain in the long term. Others 
say ule closure of private boarding schools 
will hamper the quality of education. 

"All private schools are not bad and 
some private schools are doing quite good 
jobs in enhancing the quality of education," 
said Supravat B handary, president ofGuaid-

ian Association. 
The process of Indianization in pri­

vate boarding schools began following the 
restoration of democracy. Before 1990, 
even private schools had to teach the 
Nepalese curriculum with some eXlfa En­
glish courses. But nowadays, in the pri­
mary and secondary level most of the board­
ing schools teach Indian books. 

"For a small country like Nepal, the 
penetration of foreign domination through 
the education is al ways a threat to national 
identity," said an educationist. Before 1990, 
the quality of students who were taught in 
the government schools was as excellent as 
products of today's private schools. 

From prime ministers to the most of 
the ministers, elites and intellectuals who 
are in positions of authority and influence 
have an academic background based on 
Nepalese curriculum. In the next two de­
cades. almost all policy makers will be the 
students of private schools who do not have 
basic knowledge about Nepal. 

From remote parts of the country to 
urban sectors, the private schools are now 
gradually replacing public schools, which 
are losing their credibility. 

If the government builds more public 
schools, more Nepalese nationals will get 
opportunities in the teaching profession. 
Unlike in government schools, private 
schools do not require any permission to 
recruit foreigners. including Indian, teach­
ers. 

For ule common Nepalese people the 
closing of private boarding schools would 
be a boon rather than a bane, as they will 
invest huge amount of money in other 
sectors of the economy. If private schools 
are closed down, the government schools 
will be compelled to raise the quality of 
education. 

Whether the days of Padmodaya, 
J uddodaya, Durbar School, Bishwoniketen, 
Bijay Memorial and Paropakar would re­
turn after the closure of the private schools 
remains to be seen . 

Thanks to the initiative of ANNFSU 
(Revolutionary), the process of 
Nepahzation of ule education systcm may 
be set in motion. The union's move may 
cause panIc for the time being, but it will 
serve the interest of the country over the 
long run. • 
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TEA INDUSTRY 

Testing Times 
Despite its export potentials, Nepal's tea industry is yet 
to take off 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

Nepal should lake a leaf out of the 
success slary of Sri Lankas tea 

industry. Though a smaller (in size) 
country Ihan Ncpal, Ihe island nation 
leads the list of global tea exponers 
wilh a staggering 29.3 percent share of 
lOtaltea exports. 

Nepal. meanwhi le. is lagging be-

A tea-farm: Green potenliais 

hind in this race with a mere 0.01 per­
cent share in the total internati onal tea 
exp0rls. ThaI. too. considering the "very 
appropri ate" c limate and terrain this 
hilly country possesses 10 grow quality 
tca. 

Experts pointlO tremendous poten­
lial s for Nepal in the export of orthodox 
tea. The aromatic and herbal tea are in 
great demand in the overseas market. 
The cou ntry earned Rs 25 million 
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through tea exports in the fi sca l year 
199912000, according to the Trade Pro­
motion Center (TPC). But this amOUl1l 
is still meager as it occupied merely 
0.03 pcrcent of total export value in 
1999/2000. 

" It is high time we started giving 
more attention to the exports of non­

convenlional items like tea. Nepal has 
better prospects ill exporting such ilems 

where we enjoy comparati ve advan­
tages." said Kishor Khanal , chainman 
of Ihe Export Promot ion Committee al 
the Federation of Nepalese Chamber of 
Commerce and Indu stry (FNCCI). 

The first attempt lO recognize the 
potentials of tea industry was made 
nearly two decade back when then gov­
ernment declared five districts - lhapa. 
[Jam, Paallchthar, Terhathum and 
Dhankuta - as tea zones. The tea in-

dustry, which started off with 79 hecI­
ares of land, now occupies 10,000 hect­
ares. The number of tea industries is 
also growing by the day. There are now 
178 industries and enterprises associ­
ated wi lh the production/distribution of 
tea. 

Still. the country is strugg ling la 
become sel f- suffic ien t in the tea pro­
duction. The present domestic produc­
tion of 4 million kg of CTC tea is only 
enough to meet 60 pe rcent of the inter­
nal demand. 

Late last year, the government came 
up with a na;ional tea policy, whi 
among other things. a ims to increase 
the tea plantation area tQ 40,000 hect­
ares in Ihe next five years. become self­
sufficient in the tea production within 
next few years and start exporting or­

thodox tea. Some entrepreneurs have 
tenmed Ihe government's largets ambi­
tious. They, nevertheless. agree that the 
country does have that potential. 

According to a report (published in 
Tea-A-Tea 200 I journal), the country's 
20 million people consumed 8 million 
kg of lea in 1999/2000 - that is, each 
Nepali consumed 400 gm of tea in a 
year. If the consumption were la grow 
by 5 percent, aftencn years, Ihe inlernal 
consumption of tea in Nepal will be 
12.416 million kg (468 gm per pers 
per year). 

The Nepal Tea and Coffee Devel­
opment Board estimates Ihat after ten 
years, the production of orthodox tea 
will reach 30. 133 million kg and CTC 
will reach 15.968 million kg. Out of this 
production , 27.119 milli on kg of art ho­
dox and 6.574 million kg of CTC tea 
will be available rorexpon. This means 
that apan from replacing the tea imporls 
tOlall y, the country can expect to earn 
around 14.54 billion rupees from tea 
exports then. If. indeed,the40.000 hect­
ares of land would be put to use for tea 
production. an add itional 101.900 new 
jobs will be created. 

"We have to focus both on quantity 
as well as quality to make our presence 
felt in the world. At a time when our 
youths are getting attracted by carbon-
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CTC and Orthodox Tea 
CTC !Ca is commonly used by majority of consumers worldwide. It contributes 
to more than 95 percent of tea consumption in Nepa\. For the fiscal year 2000/ 
1001. the total demand of erc in Nepal is estimated at 9.4 million kg. Out of 
which 4.2 million kg will be met by domestic production and the rest through 
import;. mainly from India. Nepal is expected to be self-suflieient in tea by 1003. 

And the total production is expected to reach 27.5 million kg by then. out of which 
10.45 million kg wil l be sufficient for domestic demand and the rest will be 
available for export. While CTC tea is more for calor, the orthodox tea is 
particularly popular for its aroma. Black tea. in the form of traditional leaf tea 

" jaroduced from hill-growntea. partiCUlarly Chinese type of tea. is popularly 
.... I!:nown as orthodox tea. Orthodox tea fetches a relatively higher price compared 

to CTC tea. Some grades of this tea are also used for blending with CTC tea for 
improved aroma. This tea is nonnally produced from the leaves of tea bushes 
from the hills in the eastern Nepa\. While orthodox tea has high export potentials . 
it seems to have limited domestic market. 

Source: S!wllker M. Sing", Agro Enrerprise Cellter, Tm-A-Tea 2001 

ated drinks, we have to work hard to win 
back their allention lOward tea," said 
Mukti Raj Sharma, execUlive director 
of the board, which recently celebrated 
the fourth national tea day. 

After ' the government introduced 
the tea policy, the entrepreneurs appear 

(j~ Targets of 
National Tea 
Policy 2000 

* To expand tea plantation coverage 
to 40,875 hectares in the next ftve 
years. 
• To raise the gross tea production lO 
46.11 million kg in the next ten years 
• To create employment opportuni­
ties for additional 79,310 Nepalese 
people in the !Irst tive ye8rs. 
• To make orthodox tea production 
reach 65 percent of total tea produc­
tion. 

Source: Tea-A-Tea2001 
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upbeat about the future prospects. They 
are, however, apprehensive about the 
lack of research of markets as well as 
tea production on the part of the govern­
ment. 

"We still depend on the research 
done by our neigh bars. There is an im­
mediate need lO engage in the research 
field as we are going be the member of 
the World Trade Organization soon," 
said Sharma. 

That apan, the absence of a regu­
lated market has, at times, hit the indus­
try as well as the small fanners depen­
dent on it. "Last year, the decrease in the 
market price of tea affected all the in­
dustries." said Shanna. The government 
tea policy has proposed the develop­
ment of an auction system to solve this 
problem. 

As the soil composition, climate 
and terrain provide a uniquely favor­
able environment for tea production, 
appropriate government policies 
coupled with ac ti ve en trepreneurial sup­
port could propel Nepal to theexclusi ve 
club of global tea exporters. And unlike 
the items like carpet or garment. whose 
raw materials are not produced inter­
nally, the growth of tea exports can be 
made much more sustainable. • 

Jaya Trophy 
The cricket team from Kapilbastu 

district lifted this yearis 17th Jaya Tro­
phy National Cricket Tournament. The 
annual national cricket tournament was 
organized by the Cricket Association 
of Nepal (CAN). 

Lasl yearfs first runner-
up Kapilbastu posted an easy win 
against Parsa district at a one-sided 
final match on Friday (April 27) held 
in the picturesque cricket ground lo­
cated within the Tribhuvan University 
premises. 

Morang dcfeated Bara district 
to clinch the third place in a closely 
contested match held in cricket 
ground ofPuJchowk Engineering Col­
lege. 

The bowlers of the Kapilbastu 
team ripped through the Parsa bats­
men to oust them in meagre total of79 
runs in \css than 31 overs. They sailed 
through the game winning it by a com­
fortable 6 wickets. 

Kapilbastu bowler Basanta Shahi 
was declared man of the match. He 
showed the door to the pavilion to the 
first four batsmen of Parsa. 

Jay-a Prakash Sharraf of Parsa 
was awarded the man or the series for 
his all-round performance. 
Kathmandufs Paresh Lohani was de­
clared the best batsman. Raj Kumar 
Pradhan of the Morang became the 
best bowler. 

Jaya Trophy national cricket LOur­
namenl has been regularly held every 
year since 2037 BS by the National 
Sports Council and the CAN. 

Meanwhile, the CAN feli citated 
Munik Shrestha, the first ever Nepalese 
crickeler to hiL an international cen­
tury. The 15-year-old Shrestha hit un­
beaten 114 against Singapore in the 
Under 17 Asia Cup held in Ohaka, 
Bangladesh a few months ago. • 
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GIRIJA PRASAD KOIRALA 

In Office, 
Not In 
Power 
A week before the arrival of Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji on an official visit 
to Nepal, Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala has reversed course and declared 
his intention to continue in office despite the Commission of Investigation of 
Abuse of Authority's (CIAA) letter seeking clarifications on the cabinet's decisio 
to approve foreign exchange for the controversial Lauda Air deal. Whatever the 
motive behind the letter, the CIAA has, under constitutional cover, helped to 
destabilize politics at a critical juncture. 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

After four days of deep uncer· 
tainty and murky political ma· 
ncuvering. Prime Minister 
Girija Prasad Koirala 's an· 

nouncement that he intended to con­
tinue in office has sent new political 
waves within the ruling Nepali Con· 
gress and outside. 

Nobody knows how or why Koirala, 
who was even said to have asked his 
aides to prepare a statement for nalion-
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wide broadcast announcing his resigna­
tion , reversed course. If anything, 
Koirala 's decision shows that it is not 
easy for the prime minister to resign 
even if he is. determined to do so. 

Despitehis Finn declaration on con­
tinuing as primeminister,lhe road ahead 
for Koirala is by no means easy. The 
Commission of Investigation of Abuse 
of Authority (ClAA) - which worked 
ti II 9: 30pm to demand massi ve deposits 
from twO former officials of Royal Nepal 
Airlines Corporation (RNAC) before 
hauling them behind bars - set a dead· 

line of May 10 to decide on the prime 
minister'S reply to its letter seekingclari­
fications on the comroversial Lauda Air 
deal. 

This means the swords of the unac­
countable commissioners will hangover 
the head of an elected prime minister 
until then. At a time when one of its 
commissioners is hospitalized for medi· 
cal treatment, however, there is no guar· 
antee thatthe ClAA will be able to settle 
the case on that day . 

The recent actions of the CIAA show 
that it can go to any extent and in any 
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BhaUarai (Jeft) and Koirala : To resign or not to resign 

direction to pressure Koirala and drag 
him into the case. When the institution is 
not following its own act and regula­
tions. no one can predict what its next 

step might bc. 
Moreover, at a time when troubles 

within the ruling party have once again 
burst out in the open and the opposition 
is in no mood 10 compromise, the CIAA 
can take any step to dcstabilize the po­
litical process. Although Congress dis­
sidents have put their anti-Koirala cam­
paign o~ hold until the Chinese premier's 
departure, the threat of political insta­
bility continues. After all, theCIAA can 
summon the prime minister for ques-

SPOTLIGHT/MAY 11.2001 

tioning or dispatch another leller before 
the Chinese dignitary's arrival. 

The prime minister of China is vis­
iting Nepal after more than 15 years and 
is expected 10 sign a number of agree­
ments with his Nepalese counterpart. 
Any political uncenainty during this time 
would obviously limit Nepal's opportu­
nity to hold productive dialogue with its 
northern neighbor. 

Although Koirala's decision to stay 
on has allowed members of his cotcrie 
and die-hard loyalists to heave a sigh of 
relief, the country's political situation 
has become more complicated. Nepalis 
may have to face more volatile days 

ahead. 
Although the ClAA's leller does 

not legally or morally compel the prime 
minister to resign , it definitely provided 
an opportunity 10 Koirala 10 readjust the 
turbulent political scene by making pub­
lic his wi llingness to accept resignation 
as an option of breaking the deadlock 
that began with the disruption of the 
winter session of parliamenL 

The prime minister would have been 
able to acq uire greater political mi leage 
by resigning on moral grounds at this 
stage, using the move to refurbish the 
image of his party and boost his per­
sonal standing. 
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prime minister has become so enfeebled 
today that it is shaken by a letter sent by 
unaccountable ofricial s of the CIAA. 
Prime Minister Koirala was said to have 
expressed shock when hesaw the CIA A 
leller on May 3, although it was regis­
tered at the Prime Ministers Office af­
ter Chief Commissioner Suryanath Up­
adhyaya and Commissioner Basudev 
Lamichanemethimon April 27 atSingh 
Durbar. 

Koirala was said to have clearly 
informed the two commissioners that he 
would take a political step to cha ll eng~ 

any letter the CIAA thought ofdispat 
ing. After the prime minister's asser­
tion. the two commissioners left the 
meeting. 

Nepal (left) and Bhattarai : One-point demand 

The stage for the CLAA 's decision 
to tie Koirala to the Lauda Air deal was 
set when Hari Bhakta Shrestha, former 
executive chairman ofRNAC. and Tinha 
Lal Shrestha. former member of tbe 
corporation's board of directors, regis­
tered letters at the commission saying 
that they were merely carrying out or­
ders of the council of ministers. 

Following Koirala's assertion that 
he would continue in office, opposition 
parties announced a new phase of street 
agitation programs. Dissidents in the 
Nepa li Congress are said to be holding 
intensive consu ltations on tabling a vote 
of no confidence in the Congress parlia­
mentary party. Congress dissidents said 
that they would register the vote of no 
confidence only after the May 14-16 
visit of the Chinese prime minister. 

"After the C1AA leller, Prime Min­
ister Koirala must resign to preserve the 
dignity of his office and his own image. 
We wil l announce a new phase of agita­
tion to press for Koirala's resignation ," 
said CPN- UML general secretary 
Madhav Kumar Nepal in an address to 
Bagmati zonal workers of the main op­
position party. 

Even two fOnTIP.f prime ministers 
belonging to the ruling party, Krishna 
Prasad Bhallarai and Sher Bahadur 
Deuba, have asked Koirala to resign, 
accusing him of involvement in the 
Lauda Air deal. The prime minister'S 
mood was said to have changed when he 
saw the statement issued by Bhallarai , 
which at times appeared to be a stinging 
personal allack on the 78-year-old 
Koirala. "The CIAA letter proves Prime 
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Minister KoiraJa's involvement in the 
Lauda Air deal. It is high time he re­
signed and rescued the party from the 
current morass," said Bhaltarai in his 
statement issued on May 4. Speculation of political maneuver­

ing from within the Nepali Congress 
was fueUed when Tirtha Lal Shrcstha, 

Following the CIAA's May 2lener, 
PrimeMinislcr Koirala was said to have 
asked his advisers to draft r;;:-;7=-;:7;:;::-:--;-=-::-::-:-::-:;:::'-:-=:::-:::--::::~~ 

MANAKAMANA C~~~c~~ARI a statement he could ad­
dress to the nation explain­
ing his decision to step 
down. On May 3 and 4, 
Kathmandu's streets were 
full of rumors of Koirala' s 
immincm resignation. 
Some reports said he had 
already gone to 
Narayanhity Palace wi th 
his reSignation letter. 

Although family mem­
bers and close associates 
continued to press him not 
la resign l Koirala remained 
determined to quit. The 
prime minister' S eventual 
decision to Slay on is le-
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said 10 be close to Ihe family of Ihe late 
Ganesh Man Singh, made known his 
willingness 10 change his earlier slale­
ment recorded at Ihe CIAA. 

Allhough a series of maneuvering 
look place in the dark rooms of 
Kalhmandu lodrag Koirala into the deal, 
there was very little of substance to link 
him. Koirala' s decision to continue in 
office has come as a respite to his politi­
cal dependants. but he simply squan­
dered a rare political opportunity. 

Koirala may have calculated the 
pros and cons of any firm decision. Ifhe 

,. JUght resigning at this juncture would 
To too risky, he may have been right in 
some ways. Had Koirala resigned the 
moment he got the CIAA' s letter, his 
political stature and popular support base 
would have grown considerably. Now if 
Koirala is eventually forced to resign 
under pressure, what would be his po­
litical fale? 

Al a time when all opposition par­
lies leaders, and innuential party col­
leagues like Bhallarai and Dellba, are 
demanding his resignation. Koirala does 
nOI have easy way oul. TheCIAA seems 
10 be equally detennined 10 undermine 
his position under constitutional cover. 

Political leaders and parties aream­
bilious almost by definition. In the cur­

context, however, their ambitions 

Dr. Mahat : Up and coming 
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are taking Ihe form of Ihe spiril of Ihe 
despolic Panchayal days Ihal was sup­
posed 10 have been consigned to hislory. 

Known as the slrongman of 
Nepalese polilics, Koirala does nOI ex­
ercise even five percent of executive 
authority. When his ministers, secretar­
ies and other institutional heads are not 
under his control, what is the point in 
conlinuing in office? For a man of 
Koirala's stature, it would be belier to 
exercise power from the backbench 
rather than to remain inside his office in 
Singh Durbar wilhoul being able 10 ex­
ercise any real authority. 

Koirala has losl a good chance to 
end Ihe currenl polilical deadlock by 
makingagraceful exil. Thethree-month­
long campaign 10 porlray him as the 

Speaker Ranabha! : Walching silently 

chief villain of the controversial Lauda 
Air deal has tarnished Koirala's image. 
The opposition political parties have 
already pushed Ihemselves to Ihe ex­
treme. The UML has even announced 
that it would boycoll any funclion he 
attends. In such a situation, handing 
over his resignation would have best 
way to bring parliamentary politics back 
10 ils nonnal track. 

The Nepali Congress does nOt have 
an alternative who could malch Koirala 
in slalure or influence. This facI works 
10 his advantage. However, any further 
damage to Koiral's personal standing 
and the reputalion of Ihe ruling Con­
gress party would provide fertile ground 
for Ihe emergence of radical communist 
parties. 

Joshi : Defending his PM 

The statement by Congress MP P.L. 
Singh, a die-hard Koirala critic, reflected 
such worries wilhin the ruling party. "A 
mad race to demand the prime minisler"s 
resignalion will not solve Ihe problem. 
A meeling oflhe Congress cenlral com­
minee should be convened 10 find a 
solution to the present crisis," Singh 
said in his statement. 

As the Congress is facing local elec­
tions next year, the party cannot hope 
victory in the present scenario when 
opponenls have porlrayed il as a band of 
corrupt politicians. The resignation of 
Koirala would serve 10 counter the 
opposition's charges and increase the 
popularity base of Ihe parly. 

By resigning. Koirala may lose the 
prime minister's chair, but he could win 
Ihe popular support thal is vilal 10 Ihe 
long-term interest of Ihe ruling party. 
Why Ihen did he decide to remain in 
power? Because of the personal inter­
ests of his eOlerie, who are too busy 
caring about themselves 10 Ihink about 
Koirala or the party. 

Koiralasupporters are almost united 

in their view of the CIAA leller as a 
conspiracy againsl the prime minisler. 
"Anti-democratic forces are trying to 
deslabilize the political process. The 
recenl aClion of the CIAA is just one 
ploy," said Shailaja Acharya, former 
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'There Is No Question Of 
Resigning' 

-Prime Minister GIRIJA PRASAD KOIRALA 

Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala spoke for the first 
lime on the elAA letter controversy on Sunday after a 
ceremony organized by an economic forum. For the first 
time in four days, Prime Minister Koirala spoke confi­
dently with reporters. Excerpts from his brief encounter 
with the press: 

Former prime ministers Krishna Prasad Bhattarai 
and Sber Babadur Deuba have asked for your resigna­
tion. What is your response? 

Their job is to ask for my resignation. but it is for me 
(0 decide whether to resign or not. 

What do you think is the reason behind the demand for your resignation? 
You should ask this question to those who have demanded my resignation. 
How do you see the questions posed to you by the Commission ofInvesliga-

lion of Abuse of Authority? 
You should ask CIAA-related questions to CIAA officials. 
Have you made up your mind on the resignation question? 
I don't have any question about it and I don'I have any reply . 

deputy prime minister and member of 
Congress cenLral committee. "Girijababu 
needs to remain In power to fight against 
the conspirator." 

A politician who has been in Ihe 
game for half a cenlury, Koirala has to 
take a bold and decisive step because he 
has the sole responsibility for Ihe well 
being of his party. Politically, Koirala 
may be aware of the gravity of the situ­
ation, but it seems he is finding it diffi­
cult 10 come out with the appropriate 
.response. The statements of former 
Nepali Congress general secretary Sushil 
Koirala and Acharya indicate Ihat there 
is strong pressure on the prime ITtinister 
from wilhin his family nOl to resign. 

No one believes Koirala, who has 
struggled for democracy more than five 
decades, reeks of corruption and the 
CIAA's chief commissioner and other 
commissioners are paragons of virtue. 
Dishonesty and opportunism are re­

flected also in lhe statements ofBhattarai 
and Deuba, who have been making des­
perate moves to oust Koirala in recent 
months. 
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Bhaltarai went 10 the extent of ac­
cusing Koirala of direct involvement in 
Lauda Airdeal. "Bhaltarai'sand Deuba's 
statements show the type of democratic 
principles Nepali Congress leaders are 
practicing. The culture of the party less 
system is being practiced in multiparty 
democracy," said a political analyst. 

Members of Koirala's inner circle 
warn that he would have to face a lOugh 
time outside power. But experts dispute 

that argument. "A politician who fights 
for a certain cause will never die. We 
have many cases in the region that show 
that a politician who takes the right 
decision at the crucial time will always 
receive popular support. In the case of 
Prime Minister Koirala, this could be no 
less true," the analyst said. 

With friends like Bhattarai and 
Deuba, Koirala does not need enemies. 
Their statements were harsher than that 
of the main opposition party leader, 
Madhav Kumar Nepal. On the other 
hand, Koirala is surviving because of 
the anchor his party provides. The CIAA 
ruined the career of a strong personality 

like former prime minister Tulsi Giri 
during the Panchayat regime because he 
lacked organilational support. 

"If Prime Minister Koirala is ada­
mant against resigning. his position 
would be further weakened and he would 
have to face angry opposition in the 
parliament and the street. In the coming 
session, Koirala has to pass Ihe budget 
along with the two ordinances on the 
armed police force and regional admin­
istralors," said anolher polilical analyst. 

All this means that Koirala is in 
office but not in power. The greate" 
crisis he is facing is the crisis of mistr 
of the opposition. This comes at a time 
when he has liltle public support and 
commands so liltle public respect. Alle­
gations questioning the integrity of Ihe 
prime minister are dangerous at all limes. 
They are disastrous al cri tical times like 
Ihese when the need for a strong leader­
ship is greater than ever. 

Deuba: Biding hi s time 
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In the last fi ve decades, the standard 
of Ii ving has been rising but our stan­
dard of lifehas been falling. If Koirala is 
unable to deliver, his immediate alter­
n3tives would be radical communist 
leaders who would not be easy to tame. 
Nepal cannol survi ve without a func­
tioning head of government that is cred­
ible. 

Prime Ministerr------------------------, 

The recent scenario also shows how 
the CIAA's actions could be used and 
abused for blatantly political ends at any 
time. Such a situation always results in 

.A>litical destabilization, a trend thecoun­
~ can ill afford 10 encourage. 

Koirala could use 
the lener to the ad­
vantage of his party 
at a lime when it is 
gripped by dissen­
sion anddissatisfac­
lion. 

The prim 

Koirala's lawyers argue that there 
is no need for him La resignjusl because 
the CIAA has sought some clarifica­
tions. not filed a fonnal charge sheet. 
They arc correct in insisting that the 
leHcr does nol make legal and constitu­
tional compulsions on the prime minis­
ter to step down. Politically, however, 

minister's delay in 
resigning may cre­
ate more political 
trouble in the coun­
try and further erode 
the image and per­
formance or the 
party_ At a lime 
when Koirala does 
not have support 
within the party or 
outside, what ben- Bhattarai : Licking the wounds 
efit can he expect by 
choosing to remain in power? 

Koirala Should Resign To Preserve 
he Dignity Of The Premiership' 

-MADHAV KUMARNEPAL 

CPN-UML leader Madhav Kllmar Nepal addressed a lIIeet­
ing of CPN- UM L workers of Baglllati Zone. Nepal reiterated 
that Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala has no altemalive 
10 resigning. Excelpts: 

On the letter dispatched by the ClAA to Koirala: 
Afler receiving the ICHer. Prime Minister Girija Prasad 

has losllhe moral righllo remain in the power. He must tender 
his resignation to preserve the dignity orthe prime ministership. 

On corruption: 
If the NepaJi Congress is really sincere about rooting out 

corruption, it should begin by forcing Girija Prasad Koirala to 

On Koirala's reply to the ClAA: 
The threatening and arrogant reply of Prime Minister Koirala would weaken the 

~U;"SlIlUl1u"al body entrusted with the fight against corruption. 
On Koirala's actions: 
Prime Minister Koirala has presented himself as a modem-day Jung Bahadur, 
. ng the country toward greater anarchy. 
On the UML-Ied street agitation: 
Thepresentanti·corruption street agitation will conlinueas long as it takes to force 

Minister Girija Prasad Koirala to resign. 
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For a person of Koirala's stature, it 
does not make any difference whether 
he is in power or nOlo Parliament cannot 
be run by clipping Koirala's wings. No 
prime minister from the Nepali Con­
gress could afrord to ignore Koirala, 
who will remain a full-time politician 
with an influential support base at his 
command. 

In the Nepali Congress, there are 
many young pol iticians who Koirala can 
anoint to lead country. Any aspirant would 
have to seek Koirala's blessings. If 
Bhanarai and Deuba arc not acceptable 
to Koirala, he can choose from an array of 
others: Sushi I Koirala, Ram Chandra 
Poudel, Dr. Ram Sharan Mahat, Prakash 
Koirala, Khum Bahadur Khadka, Puma 
Bahadur Khadka, Mahesh Acharya, 
Chakra Prasad Banstola. to name a few. 
Whoever the new prime minister might 
be, Koirala's men will share most of the 
important cabinet positions. 

Despite these advantages, what is 
stopping Koirala from resigning? As his 
political opponents and the CIAA turn 
up the heat, Koirala may eventually have 
to resign. But he may not get the kind of 
public support and sympathy he would 
ha ve recei ved had he chosen to step 
down immediately after receiving the 
ClAA letter. • 
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CJ Updhayaya (left) and justice Aryal : Importalll role 

JUDICIARY 

Limitless Injustice 
A decade after the promulgation of a democratic constitution, the 
judiciary is yet to live up to the expectations of persecuted people 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

Although the Supreme Court has 
decIded many cases In favor 01 

the common citizens in the last decade 
of democracy Nepalis have been living 
under. it seems to be failing in some. 
The Suni I Maskey case. wherea suspect 
has been put behind bars without fram­
ing any charges, is one such instance. 

The Maskey case represents a bi­
zarre feature of the criminal investiga­
tion system in Nepal. Maskey was ar­
rested on May 24. 1998 with IC Rs.500 
hanknotes by airport security guards 
and handed over to the director-general 
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of the Revenue Investigation Depart­
menl. 

investigation was initiated against 
Maskey under the Foreign Exchange 
Regulation Act of Nepal. and he was 
released on bail. The investigation and 
prosecution process took a few months 
and on September4. 1998. Maskey was 
discharged when the attorney-general 
decided not to prosecute him because of 
non-legal tender status of the Indian 
banknotes in Nepal since July 1996. 

Thus ended one phase of investiga­
tion and prosecution. From the begin­
ning of September 1998, the Special 
Police Department initiated another 
round of investigation under the anti-

corruption law. with Deputy Inspector­
General Byanju Shrcstha as investiga­
tion officer. 

After a year of investigation on 
August 31, 1999 Shrcstha came out 
with a report that suggested the m::Hler 
should be forwarded to the Commissiun 
for Investigation of Abuse of Authority 
(CIAA) for further investigation. 

Then ClAA. for its part. designated 
Mali. who also happened to be the Spe­
cial Police Department's officer work­
ing with the CIAA under deputation, to 
conduct new invcstigation under 
same anti-corruption law . HI! spent a. 
other year recording statements from 
Maskcy and Tinha Shar1113, invcstigat­
ing orricer under the foreign exchange 
law. Mali submitted hi s report to the 
CIAA on November 2. 2000 

By that lime. a new t:hief commis­
sioner. Suryanath Upadhyaya. had taken 
olTicc. Under hi s chainnanship. u meet­
ing on December I:;. ~OOO considered 
the Mali report and passed an order. 

But suddenly on December 18, the 
CIAA decided to designate a team of 
two investigators headed by acting chief 
of the Special Police Department K.P. 
Sharma and Byanju Shrcstha to conduct 
u fOllrth round of investigation against 
Maskey under the same Anti-Corr 
tion Act 1962. 

On December 22. the new leum 
took Maskey under custody after ob­
taining the permission of the Appellate 
Court of Patan. They secured the order 
by keeping the court in the dark about 
the three round~ of invcstigation al­
ready conducted by the CIAA and the 
Specia l Police Department. 

On behalf of Maskey. a writ of 
habeas corpus was fi led on December 
22 in the Supreme Court. which issued 
a show-cause notice. Neither the CfAA 
nor the Special police Department' s in­
vest igating team had submitted infor­
mation regarding the three previous 
rounds of investigations they had con­
ducted. Believing in the bona fides of 
the C1AA and its invcstigating team, 
the apex court did not find it fit to 
release Maskey and rejected his peti-
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tion on January 9, 200!' 
Since then, Maskey has been under 

the custody of the ClAA undertheorder 
of the appellate court. The new investi­
gating officer Sharma issued a letter on 
February 15, 200 I to the attorney-gen­
eral questioning the merit of his deci­
sion of September 4, 1998 to drop all 
charges against Maskey under the For­
eign Exchange Regulation Act. 

Attorney-General Badri Bahadur 
Karki filed a writ petition at the apex 
court challenging the authority and ju­
rsdiction of the CIAA and its investi-

ing officers in view of the attorney­
general's constitutional mandate as a 
chief law officer and final prosecutor of 
Nepal. The case has been argued and, 
after postponing itsjudgmenllwice, the 

court is scheduled to deliver its ruling 
on May 31. 

The Maskey case has raised serious 
questions about the criminaljustice sys­
tem in Nepal. How many times can 
investigating agencies and officers ini­
tiate a probe against a person on the 
same allegation" How many times can 
the same investigating agency initiate 
action by changing officers? Moreover, 
how long can the investigation go on, 
jeopardizing the liberty of a suspect? Is 
there any law and sense of justice in this 
case? Who is there to protect individu­
als against such arbitrary actions from 
stale institutions? Does this case nOl 
represent a total abuse of authority by 
investigating agencies like the CIAA? 

For its part, the judiciary, even after 
the case, 

seems to be insensi­
tive towards issues 

--__ ~lof individual free­
dom and rights. 
How many 
Maskeys are lan­
guishing in police 
lockup is anybody's 
guess. Wheredo the 
National Human 
Rights Commission 
and other watchdog 
bodies stand on this 
matter? Are they 
even aware of what 
is going on? 

AretheauLhori­
ties and courts only 
concerned with the 
letter of law or are 
they alert to the real 
spirit of fundamen­
ta l freedom of the 
individual? One 
does not need to go 
to far corners of the 
country to experi­
ence the abuse of 
personal liberty. 
Where is the human 
face of justice in the 

L __ ...;..:.... .... ...;;.;..:,.....:s~~...:....w:;!<&,.-:;,..,:;;..l.l.::..:......J..J..._-J heart of the capital? 
Appellate court: Justice delayed .... . Who protects indi­
---------------------- vidual freedom? 
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When lesser mortals abuse power 
or authority, police. agencies like the 
CIAA and the apex court are supposed 
to intervene and accord justice. When 
high officials are themselves involved 
in assaults on personal liberty, justice 
becomes a dream for people like 
Maskey. 

FOllowing the promulgation of the 
Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal 
1990, the judiCiary has made certain im­
portant legal, constitutional as well as 
political deci sions. In some cases, the 
court has even interprcted key articles of 
the constitution. It has declared some 
acts null and void and provided justice to 
employees sacked during the first tenure 
of Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala 

The court declared some clauses of 
the Labor Act and the Commission of 
Investigation of Abuseof Authority Act 
null and vQid. The court restored the 
House of Representatives by declaring 
then-prime minister Man Mohan 
Adhikary's recommendation for disso­
lution unconstitutional . 

Along with these positive parts, 
there are negative aspects of the activi­
ties of the courl. Although it is one of 
the guardians in protecting citizens from 
the excesses of the state. some individu­
als are still spending more than 90 days 
in prison without being convicted of a 
crime. 

Under the principles of criminal 
justice. any person cannot be subjected 
to a punishment greater than that pre­
scribed by the law in force at Lhe time of 
the commission in the offence. Sunil 
Maskey has been in detention for more 
than four months. Under Clause 16 (2) 
I, the CT"_A can detain a person for six 
months not exceeding more than two 
months at each period. 

Citizens can tolerate the atrocities 
oftheexecut iveon the ground that there 
is ajudiciary to seek remedy. But when 
the judiciary turns a blind eye to the 
abuse of executive power, the people 
have no option to rising up against the 
system. At a time when everybody is 
expressing firm commi tments to the 
rule of law at every opportunity, who 
will protect individual freedom? • 
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EDUCATION FAIR 

Quest For Knowledge 
Longing for a bright future, an encouraging number of 
students throng the fair 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

I t is an opportunity for students to get 
first-hand information on career op­

tions. And the message seems to have 
fallen on the right ears. 

There was an overwhelming partici­
pation by young students at the education 
fair. From foreign unjversities to local 
colleges and institutes, around 100 orga­
nizalions are represented at the 5th Nepal 
Education and Book Fair 2001, which is 
being organized at the Bhrikuti Mandap 
hall from May 4 to 12. 

"I am excited by the response of 
young students," said Patrick Groves, 
marketi ng di rector of Pembrokesh ire Col­
lege in the United Kingdom. Groves is on 
his first visit to Nepal, to identify and 
recruit "genuine" Nepalese students for 
the British college. 

According to Vijaya Chhetri, chief 
executive of Global Expositions, which 
has been organizing the fair every year 
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since 1997, there has been a marked rise in 
the number of visiting students this year. 
"We expect almost 75,000 people, mostof 
which would be students, 10 visit the fair 
this year," said Chhetri. This figure is sig­
nificant when compared to last year's 
50,000 visitors. 

This year's fair has been divided into 
three groups, the education and career 
section, the IT section and the book sec­
tion. While the education and career sec­
tion remained open only until May 7, 
others will continue until May 12. 

Many educational institutions from 
India, the United Kingdom. the United 
States, Australia, among others, have rep­
resentatives at the fair. 

"Our college encourages international 
students," said Groves, adding that inter­
national students comprised I 0 percent of 
the student body. Recently, theBritish gov­
ernment has introduced a provision allow­
ing overseas students to do jobs not ex­
ceeding 20 hours a week in a bid to attract 

the students from developing countries. 
On average. it costs between £4,500 

and £6,500 per annum for students to 
study in Britain with additional £2.000 for 
food and accommodation. 

"1 find that the students who visit 
along with their parents are more seri­
ous," said Groves, adding that majority of 
Nepalese youngsters are not focused about 
their career goals. He cited an example of 
a young man who approached him asking 
if the college provided courses on phar­
macy. When he said it did not, the student 
inquired about courses on science and 
then about business administration. 

Groves believes that satellite tele 
sion and the Internet are having a treme -
dous impact on the students of developing 
countries. "There is a marked rise in the 
demand for western education. 1 see this 
as a part of globalization," 

There was a conspicuous crowd at 
the IT section of the fair, with scores of 
students thronging the stalls inquiring 
about the computer education. "Yes, the 
crowd at the IT section is bigger. I think 
this has a lot to do with the current sce­
nario worldwide, ' said Chhetri. 

But Groves tilinks othcrwise. "While 
the IT does have many applications, I 
think developing countries like Nepal 
needs to focus more on infrastructure. 
Though it may not be glamorous, civil 
engineering, medicine and simjlar other 
sectors could prove more useful to NepaL" 

Apart from education and career s 
tion, the fair has a big presence of boo 
stalls with volumes on history, geogra­
phy, politics, sociology. fiction, among 
others, are on offer. Meanwhile, Kishore 
Kumar Sangraula, of Aath Raj Publica­
tions, says that fair had more foreign books 
than those useful for Nepalese students, 
"Such fairs are good for students but the 
books should also be useful for them" he 
said. 

The sponsors of this year's fair are 
the British Council. Ekta, ITNTLcom, 
Lord Buddha Education Foundation, UPS 
Courier, Pentasoft and Aqua. 

Events like inter-school quiz compe­
tition, on-the-spot painting competition 
and extempore speech competition were 
also held at the fair. 

As Global Exposition vows to give 
continuity to the education fair, the size of 
the presence of students in such events 
indicates their growing interest in their 
academic future. • 
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CAREER CHOICE 

Legal Eagles 
have sometimes heavily intimidated aspir­
ants. Anil Shrestha of Thamel quit his law 
studies and is looking for something else la 

do. "There might be a great future for law­
yers, bUl IjuSlify my decision 10 drop oul of 
law school wilh Shakespeare's words 'We 
should kill all the lawyers first'.'· His radical 
argument provides another reminderofhow 
people gel fruslraled and drop out of law 
school. 

The rigors of diligence and patience may sometimes be intimidating, 
but they are vital to achieving success in the profession 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

V ach year. lhe Law College in 
~athmandu produces graduates well­

sed in the rules of the law books and the 
cedures of the courtroom. but many tind 

il hard to establish themselves in the profes-
5100. 

profession. nnding a space in the vast ricld is A gOOd legal system might provide new 
often a mind-boggling task. "The first chal- motivmion to aspirants. "Court room law is 
Icnge new-corners face is that of creating whatl think is the best answer," says Pant 
their own identi ty. If one does not have the ;Themachinery of the law in Nepal must be 
commitment and ability to hang ill there. the oiled to become more faster. available with-
road to becoming a successful lawyer is out any strings attached and conven ient 10 

closed. Patience is the key," says a promi- all. Ifthesecomponentsofthemachinery are 
nent and well-established lawyer on cond i- put together, a perfect recipe fora good legal 

What makes a newcomer make his mark tionor anonymity .'''These things might sound system can emerge." 
on Iheprofess ion?Vetcrans in the field insist harsh to young lawyers and toyoungerpeople The task of an advocate is to be argu-
Ihat there is no single path that leads to a aspi ring to join the profession. but they arc I11cntative. inquisitive, indignant. and apolo-
successful legal career. Indeed, a variety of true." gctic _ as the occasion dcmands - and 

backgrounds, a multiplicity of pcr- .... ----------------------., always persuasive on behalf of 
spcc ti ves and differing conceptions the person who ltires him. He 
on choosing the field ofsllldy can be earns his li ving propounding 
found at the Law College at the views to which be does not neces-
capital. After graduation, these sarily subscribe-and which are 
people find themselves compet ing sometimes anathema to him -
with a pool of those schooled and on behalf of a client that may not 
trained in foreign coumries. interest him. ilnd can occasion-

Blit these challenges do not di- ally outrage him. 
minishtheprofess ion. "I never found In any career path, there are 
the legal profession uninteresting," many factors that steer people 10-

says Krishna Prasad Pant. 76, a ward aparticulardirec tion. Some. 
minent member of Nepal's legal for example, from an early age 

ommunity. know what they want to do when 
"1 never found it hard to digest they grow up. Then there are those 

or was put off by the loss of a case. District court: Grooming ground who move from one pursuit to 
I nevertold my clients thauhe bench another - for years after their 
wou ld be ent irely understanding of our ar- These words have their value because a friends have found their particuiarniches-
guments. I always thought the legal system person achieves success in this field. like in before they are willing or able to make a 
lacked clarity. For a lawyer. every case is most professions, through his hard work and serious commitment to a vocation. 
exci ting because the cl ients' interest reside habits. When making submissions toajudge. Once they have madc:: that decision, 
there and we are the people thalaresupposed seeking to hold the attention of the jury, or they can look up to the previous generation 
to help them achieve their interest." cross-examine a hostile witness, the advo- in the profession for guidance. "The mes-

Pant adds: ''It's not only constitutional cate is required to entice. to natter, to insult. sage veterans of the profession give to 
or high-profile cases that are excit ing. Each all in ordcrtoadvancethecause forwl1ichhe younger lawyers is Ilol colllained in words," 
and every case is interesting. I remember a is inslfucted, however unworthy his efforts says a successful lawyer on condition of 
case that concerned about a few yards of or his clients may be. anonymity. 
land. which got its way to a ful l bench. We "Young lawyers need the right motiva- "Future generations wil l judge us 
used heavy arguments to persuade the full tion," says Kiran K.C. a graduate studcnl at through the act ions. principles and the path-
bench on the right to appeal. The c li el1l was the Law College in Kathmandu. "It's hard to ways we have paved. The modernization of 
a poor-looking fe llow and he was there survive on the legal plank because even the legal system alone will not help up and 
behi nd us with his hands tied. He didn't judges look at lawyers as theintelligentsiaof coming lawyers. For long-lasting progress. 
understand a word while we were speaking thecoul1try. This isaheavy responsibility on people in the legal community must put 
and were raising legal arguments." the shoulders of newcomers." togethertheir minds and thoughts in a proper 

For those who have chosen the legal The rigorous demands of law school and healthy manner.·' • 
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BOOK 

Metal Mettle 
An expatriate expert chronicles the 
Nepal's traditional metal industry 

to highlighting a selection of antique goods 
available in Nepal, the book will explore 
each item's cultural and religious signifi­
cance in an effon to provide the reader with 
a scns.e of perspecti vc. 

With the arrival of inexpensive, rna­
importance of chine products from India and'other coun­

tries in the region, families that had once 
passed on these skills to their offspring are 
now switching to other. less work-inten-

By A CORRESPONDENT According to Friedman, the book, the sive professions. Thus. the tradition of 
first in a series, will explore some of the making these household products by hand 

W 'th its geographical and ethnic di- mysteries behind Nepal's renowned metal is gradually fading. 
versily, Nepal is a land of exten- industry. focusing specifically on casted Friedman. an imcrnalional lravelc(, 

sive natural and cultural mystery. As a household vessels, pitchers and bowls cre- has been living in Nepal for the past ei 
country of more than four dozen ethnic ated using the lost wax method. In addition years as a technical advisor. Based on his 

groups residing in the hills. moun- Th t' I t d'( . t I k h study and experiences, Friedman's 
tains and terai. Nepal is a store- e coun ry song ra I IOn In me a wor as book is first of its kind that deals 

house of diverse artifacts. As these its own importance in enriching its heritage. with the importance of the metal 

ethnic groups have always lived Nepal's artisans have been making beautiful industry 
together in hannony, they share . . . . At a time when NepaJ"s tradi­
religious and cultural festivals. metal objects rangmg from ornate religIOus tional heritage is in the process of 

Nepalese artifacts are a symbol of statues and temple decorations to household disappearing, the book makes a 
that tolerance and mutual respect. I . h d b I I h positive contribution to raIsing 

The country's long tradition vesse S, PltC .ers, CUpS an ow s f tat ave awareness, especially among young 

in metal work has its own impor· owners and admirers around the world. Nepalese, on the need to keep tllis 
lance in enriching its heritage. form of an and craft alive. • 
Nepal's artisans have been making beauti-
ful metal objects ranging from ornate reli­
gious statues and temple decorations to 
household vessels. pitchers, cups and bowls 
that have owners and admirers around the 
world. Metal products have many impor­
tant functions in Nepal's religious and cul­
turallife. Many metal objects form a vital 
part of the paraphernalia in the worship of 
gods and goddesses and in specific reli­
gious rituals. Metal products are also used 
as major household items. 

The size of metal products differs with 
each function or occasion. That's why one 
can see hundreds of kinds of metals prod­
ucts in use. 1l1ese unique characters of 
cas led vessels plate decanters and bowls 
reflect Nepal's pride and culture. 

"While countless volumes have been 
written focusing on Nepal's rich tradition 
of producing bronze statues depicting fig­
ures such as Buddha, Krishna, Tara and an 
innumerable assortment of other gods and 
goddesses, there has been comparatively 
I inle information documenting Nepal's pro­
duction of simple domestic brass and bronze 
casted items used in everyday life," said 
author Matthew S. Friedman. 
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Himalayan Travel & Tours (P) Ltd. 

We are one of Nepal's Most 
reliable, efficient and profes­
sional cargo handlers. Our dedi­
cated professionals can offer 
the best service in town. 
Always remember us for your ~~fi1,~ 
worldwide cargo handling 

1!::.:::::::s.=~::l:.:..:.:..:....:.J service. 

For more information contact: 

Himalayan Travel & Tours (P) Ltd. 
Durbar Marg, P. O. Box 324 Kathmandu, Nepal 

Tel: 223045 (10 lines), Fax: 977-1-224001 , SlTA: KTMHlTG 
e·mail: htt@ecomail.com.np. 

URL : HTTP://www.catmando.com/com/httlhttindex.htm 
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THE BOTTOM LINE 

TRANSITION 

AWARDED: Poetess 
Goma, with the Yug Kavi 
Siddhicharan Award. for her 
contribution la Nepalese po­
etry. 

Bharat Raj Pant, inter­
preter, with (h e Pundit 
Basudev Bhattarai Award 
and Lok Ram Pandey, a 
teacher, with Master Basudev 
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(I Polilicoj Drama .' 

Bhattarai Award , by th e 
Basudev Bhallarai Memorial 
Academy. 

PrabhatNath Yogi, with the 
Basudev Dhakal 
Gorakshanath Award, by the 
Mahendra Sanskrit Univer­
sity. 

CONFERRED: Dr. Dadri 
Prasad Shrestha, with the 
Distinguished Award in Eco­
nomics, by the Nepal Acad-

emy of Economic Studies, for 
his outstandi ng contribution 
in the field of development 
economiCS. 

ELECTED: Nepal , to 
the Execu ti ve Board of 
UNICEF, for a three-year 
term beginning 2002, and 
also to the Committee on 
Sustainable Development, 
for a three-year term begin­
ning 2002, with a majority of 
VOles. 

By M.S.KHOKNA 

APPOINTED: Raj Kumar 
Malla, as executive director 
of the Mclamchi Drinking 
Water Development Commit­
tee, by the government. 

Toran Bahadur Karki, 
reader at the Tribhuvan 
University, as vice-chancel­
lor of the Purvanchal Univer­
si ty, by Prime Minister Girija 
Prasad Koirala. in his capac­
ity as the chancelior of the 
university. • 
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HONEY 

Sweet Show 
A leader in the honey market operates a unique pro­
cessing facility 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

T he honey market in the Indian subcon­
tinent is still in its infancy. With their 

rich natural heritage, Nepal and India have the 
potcllIial of becoming the leading honey pro­
ducers in the world. Bee-keeping as a commer­
cial activity has a large potential in this region 
but largely remains unexplored. 

Dabur. a leader in the honey market, look 
the initiative and brought international exper­
ti se in areas related to honeybee products to 
Ihis region. The Honeybee Products division 
of Dabur India Lld is looking afler the procure­
ment and processing of honey. apiculture cen­

ter. promoting bee-keepers associations and 
manufacturing bee-keeping equipment. 

Dabur began operations in 1884 and is 
today a multi-Ioeational, multi-product enter­
pri~e . Dabur has had its roots in Ayurvcda. the 
ancieilllndian science of life. This knowledge 
has resulted in a range of herbal. heahh and 
beauty care and Ayurvedic specialities. which 
generations have used in India and abroad. 

Nepal. situated in the Himalayan range. is 
an <1bundant source of natural herbs products 
like ~pices and honeybee products. Dabur has 
specializ.ed and assimilated extensive knowl­
edge in these areas and established Dabur 

epal PVI. Lld. a joint venture company, in 
1989. 

In a recent survey in the hills, Chitwan 
and Nepalgunj. Dabur Nepal found keen inter­
est in the local people in exploiting alternative 
systems to generate additional income. 

Realiz.ing the potentiality of the natural 
reservoir of Nepal, Daburhas set up an Apieul­
ture Research Center at Jugedi, Bharatpur. 
Efforts are concentrated on breeding superior 
queens and developing appropriate technol­
ogy. Daburis producing lightweight. economi­
cal. thermally insulated beehives with state­
of-the-art beehive frames. The complete set of 
beehives along with the superior queen is 
given to farmers. Farmers receive the neces­
sary train ing and technical assistanceandguar­
antees for buy-back of honey. 

The company has developed a modem 
honey processing facility at Birgunj. which 
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can process more·than 2,000 tonnes of honey. 
The company has great marketing demand for 
honey in Europe. In addition 10 honey. there is 
significant demand for the o ther honey-bee 
products like wax. propalis. beebrcad, pollens 
and royal jelly. 

Dabur has recei ved export orders for hon­
eybee queens and honeybee hives from Euro­
pean countries. the United States and Austra­
lia. According la experts. the project is backed 
by an advance technique for art ificial insemi­
nation of the honeybee queens and behavioral 
adaptability of different strains fortheclimatic 
conditions of Nepal. 

At the Dabur Apiculture CenterinJugedi. 
Prof. J. Dewilde and Naria Dewilde from Po­
land are implementing the new techniques of 
queen breeding for increased honey produc­
tion. Research is under way in the areas of 
artificial insemination of queens and behav­
ioral adaptability and intermixing of different 
strains 

Situated in the valley of river Narayani . 
the Dabur Apiculture Center falls on the high­
way connecting Kathmandu with the famous 
Chi twan National Park. 125 km from thecapi­
tal. The center is open throughout the year and 
is connected to all the important cities and 
lOurist centers of the country. Transport is 
economical and easily avai lable. 

The apiCUlture center is an ideal place to 
break your journey and relax for a while. You 
can see thousands of busy bees buzzi ng around. 
involved in a hard day's labor. 

The activi ties going on at the center in­
clude rearing better quality queen bees, devel­
oping bee colonies, providing training in bee­
keepi ng management. procuring organic honey 
and other bee-products and providing bee­
keeping equipment. 

The apiculture center has a facility of 
producing quality young mated queen bees 
under strict supervision of experts. The cenler 
can produce 5,000 queen bees eve ry month. 
which are exported to India, United Kingdom 
and Poland. among other places. 

The apiculture center is also engaged in 
developing bee colonies and supplying bee­
keepers of Nepal and India. Thecenter is using 
EPS beehives and plastic frames for develop-

ment of bee-colonies. 
The center is involved in research and 

development activ ities on bee-keeping man­
agement and behavioral aspect of bees. The 
center has regular visitors. including profes­
sor. research scholars. and beckeepers from all 
over the world. It has also established demon­
strat ion sites. 

The center is helping beekeepers by of­
fering support price for the purchase of honey 
and other bee-products. 

Dabur Apicu]tureCenter, which also pro­
vides equipment manufactured at Birgunj. pro­
vides a single window for bee-keeping activi­
ties. Processing of honey is of crucial impor­
tance in increasing the shelflife of the prod t 

The Honeybee Products division unden 
the task of improving honey processing at all 
the plants of Dabur. The company has set up a 
state-of-the-art honey processing plant at 
Birganj in Nepal and at Baddi in Indi a. which 
help the company in offering consistently good 
quality honey. 

Dabur has taken the initiative in forming 
beekeepers associations at different honey pro­
ducing areas. including Jugedi in Nepal and 
Chandigarh in India. These associations are 
independent bodies of beekeepers. Dabur acts 
only as a catalyst to th is movement. 

The associations have been fanned with 
the basic aim of providing a platform to bee­
keepers for sharing information and experi­
ences. The associations conduct periodic meet­
ings where problems specific to the region are 
discussed. Theconsultams, arranged by Dabur. 
provide solutions. These consultants also go 
for field visits to gel direct responses on rela 
issues. 

A plant for manufacturing EPS beehives 
and plastic bee-frames has been established at 
Birganj. Modem technology using plastic in­
stead of wood ensures that natural resources of 
Nepal are preserved. Acapacityofover 100,000 
beehives a year gives a good platform for fast 
development of the bee-keeping industry in 
Indian sub-continent. During the next five 
years, the company plans to build over 500.000 
Apis mellifera bee colonies. 

Dabur India Limited has an annual tum­
over exceeding Rs 9 billion and its products 
are availab le in more than 50 countries. The 
company has offices in Nepal, Egypt, Dubai, 
New Yark, Moscow and London besides 21 
offices spread throughout India. 

Dabur India Limited was establi shed in 
1884 by Dr. S.K Bunnan. a man guided by a 
vision to provide healthcare 10 Indian masses at 
affordable price. Started as a health care com­
pany. it has expanded its portfolio to include 
personal care, foods, pharmaceuticals. cosmet­
ics and Ayurvedic veterinary products. • 
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PASTIME 

Now In Town BOOK 
The Anthropology of Buddhism and Hinduism Weberian Themes 
D.N. Gellner/2001 Rs. 11 32.00 

AlmabrHtanta : Late Life Recollections 
B.P. Koiralal2001 

Gender and Democracy in Nepal 
L.K. Manandhar/K.B. Bhallachanl2001 Rs. 200.00 

Kalhmandu Spring: The People's Movement of 1990 

Rs. 400.00 

Ki yoko Ogural2001 Rs. 325 .00 

61d-Registration : In Nepalese Perspective 
-.. Shresthal l 999 Rs. 150.00 

Land and Social Change In East Nepal 
Lionel Caplan/2000 Rs. 325.00 

Nepal In Political Crisis 
R.K. Vaidyal200 1 

Video (English) 

Replicant 

Driven 

Crocodile Dunde 

Proof of Life U 

Rat 

e idget Jones's Diary 

Heart Breaker's 

Forsaken 

Freddy Got Fingered 

Me, Myself and Irine 11 

SPOTLIGHT/MAY 11 .2001 

Rs. 651.00 

Pyar Tune Kya Kiya 

One 2 Ka4 

Kasoor 

Chupa Rustam 

Rahul 

Censor 

Chori Chori Chupke Chupke 

(Source: Super Srar Video, New Rood) 

Nepal ' s Non-Isolationist Foreign Policy 
Y.N. Khanall2000 RS. 500.00 

Origins and Migrations: Kinship, Mythology 
and Ethnic Identity Among the Mewahang 
Rai of East Nepal 
Martin Gaenszle/2000 R'.650.00 

Resunga The Mountain of the Horned Sage 
Philippe Ramirezl2000 Rs. 425.00 

Some Aspects of Value Orientation: A Study of 
the Adults in Nepal and India 
N.P. Upadhyay/200 1 R, . 6-10.00 

A Step Towards Victim Justice System 
Nepalese Perspective 
S.K. Sl1resthal200 1 R'. 400.00 

The Throne of Stone 
J.P. Cross/2000 Rs.550.00 

(Source,' Hima/ayal/ Book Cel1ler, Bagh Ba:.ar, Kat/mull/du, Ph.- 242085) 

"Do not yearn for 

physical joy and, 

by so doing, dis-

card the more per­

manent joy of in­

ner calm and con-

tentment. " 

- SATHYA SAl BABA 
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LEISURE 

l 30 

unu~T STORY CLUB 

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 

""~'rz~ HAVING A ~IG 
"nZi:,A"f FOIZ I/INNi:i2 
TONIGH" CHIL-I/IZE'N ... 

GARFIELD 

MOMMA 

(;,MP!' 
1'H f;f('1< ~ 

MYOL..D 
E3oY .. 

F"lZle~O' 

OKAY , GOO(7 NEWS" 
BAD NE.WS TIME ... 

. 
~ , 
I 
• 
! 
! 
I 

YOU DID 1,..,..0 
MAKE ME JfALO~ 

DlPN'r YoJ) .'. ' 

SPOTLIGHT/MAY 11,2001 



LEISURE 

CROSSWORD 

• 
ACROSS DOWN 

I. Occasionally 13 with 8? (3,3,4) I. Cheek by owl? (4) 
6. Stop eat ing sort of convenience food 2. Take turns in scction of orchestra (4) 

(4) 3. Cursory description of minor poet's 
9. Give prisoner an excellent reference work (6,6) 

( 10) 4. Bird about to be seen in farflung 
10. Left out of fashion, in a nasty spot highland arca (5) 

(4) 5. Shortend run to preventshowingoff, 
12. h was said la explain shortage of technically? (9) 

clues with greater complexity (4.2,6) 7. What sistcr has to look for later ( 10) 
IS. Where customs may search, what- 8. Artiole ready for editing, up to date, 

ever happens (2,3,4) one imagines (3,4,3) 
17. Good place to hide, being white (5) 11. People regarded as thick may ring 

4k. Tree by start of left-hand bend (5) this bell (7,5) 
Confirm bill's settled for scotch? 13. The end of a grand celebration? (10) 
(3,4,2) 14. Barge in flailing baton,duckingmis-

20. Original Dutch community finally sile (6,4) 
settled on York (3,9) 16. Original stimulation offered for the 

24. Example of symbolism one has to consumer (9) 
study in Shakespeare (4) 21. Root out American involved in cor-

25. Jokingly kissing your colt, as it' s ruption (5) 
frisky (10) 22. Pay for basic support (4) 

26. Ditching half my theory fi a false 23. Go down for an audition, in time to 
interpretation? (4) be in it (4) 

27. It's one's basic ski ll that counts (10) 

OU,(S'£lI00:1 
'lllsno~ ' Il JOSlloddy '91 100q ,,",oJJeN 'PI WllIuuoIIIW'£ I WJeleJel~Jn8 '1 I lOp ,"0,( 
04.L '8 SpJBh\J'lJY . L UOAellX3 ., 10ql.L 'P OW,(4J ,(JOSJnN .£ puw. 'l ~OON'I : UMOQ 

J!}aW41!JV 
'a 41,(1'11 '90 AJOle lnOSO 'Pl uoor 'Ol WepJ01SW" ""'ON '61 01 Pled lOd '81 40'"1 
'L I JI"la ., I .JJanil "11S0:) 'll O,(IS '01 o1nquluoY6 ISB::! '9 U041 pue MON ' 1 : ssony 

NOlLfl'IOS 

SPOTLIGHT/MAY 11,2001 

BRIDGE 

WEST 
• 1064 
• Q6 
• Q 74 2 .. 7632 

:O~52 1-12 

.843 

• 53 .. KQ4 

SOUTH .A 

EAST 
• K J 7 3 
• AS 2 
• A 10 9 8 
.. 105 

• KJ 1097 
• KJ 6 
.. A J 9 8 

Vulnerable: North-South 
Dealer: South 

The bidding: 

South West Nortb East 
1 • Pass 2 • Dbl. 
4. AUpus 

Opening I ... ., Spode four 

"The chains of habit are too 
weak to be felt until they are too 
strong to be broken" 

- Samsuel Johnson 

Test your play al today's heart game. See if 
you can avoid the trap that will ensnare 
many. Hint: Review the bidding, and count 
your winners and losers before making your 
plans. 

West leads his spade four to the eight 
and jack, and South wins his ace. A declarer 
who follows habitual practices assigns pri­
ority to his trump suit. Typically, he will 
lead a club 10 dummy's queen and run 
dummy's trump eight. losing 10 West's 
queen. Now, whether West exits in clubs or 
in diamonds, the game goes one down. As 
soon as East gains the lead. he will cash his 
trump ace and lead another trump. The leaves 
South with two diamond losers, which. 
coupled with two trump losers, send the 
game one down. 

How does South avoid lOSing fourlricks? 
Given East's double. SOUlh should be fairly 
sure where the diamond ace is. He can afford 
two trump losers as long as he loses only one 
diamond. How does thi s change his priOrities? 

Al trick two. South leads a club todummy 
to lead a diamond. If East plays low, South 
wins his king and leads anOlherdiamond. This 
allows him to ruff a diamond in dummy. and 
he loses only one diamond and two trumps. 

Since South may lose two lrump tricks 
with or without finessing, it is imperative that 
he take steps to limit his diamond losers to 
only one. 
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FORUM 

Stress: Part Of The Natural Fabric Of Life 
By DR. NIRANJAN PRASAD UPADHYAYA 

term st ress has been used variously to refer to (I) Mimulus (external 
acting in the organism), (2) response (changes in physiological. 

IfU!nctiorlS ), (3) interaction between an externa] force and the resistance 
lop'posed to it (as in biology), and (4) more comprehensive combinations 

above factors. In psychology, st ress refers to a slate of the 
10r,galliSlm resulting from some interaction with the environment. In 
Ipsycho·p l1Y'iioloi~Y·, stress is that stimulus which imposes detectable 

cannot easily accommodated by the body and results in 
limnaired health or behaviour. 

Stress is a necessary po!!itive force leading to effective work and 
Im"in l:en,anc:e of good health. Insufficient stress might lead to "rustout" 

over exposure to stressful conditions might lead to burnout. 
Stress is understOod with reference to characteris tics of both the 

' vidual and his or her environment. The person·environmem lit 
(Harri son.1978) states that if a person is not able 10 fit into hi s or 

environment. then it leads to stress and strain. Stress is regarded as 
external force that is perceived as threatening acco rdjng to the 

mulus·oriented approach. 
Increasing complexities. compet itive and the hard struggle for 

istcncc have compelled almost all sections of people to experience 
in everyday life. So stress is not a new phenomenon, but is a 

Irelati,'ely new concept and field of study in psychology. Psychologists 
focused that high level of stress may be accompanied by anger. 

I.nlxi,,,y .. depression, nervousness. irri tation, tension and boredom. The 
Imod,'m age has been called the age of anxiety and life is not as simple 

most of us think it is. Stress is common in day.to·day activities. 
At a minimal level. stress may not be hazardous to individuals. 

I H o~,.,'er, when individuals experience ex treme stress, it affects all 
their behaviour. including the work in they are active ly 

·n. The nature and type of stress vary from individual to 
It is researched that individuals' official stress may be 

Ireflected in the family setting. Therefore. both types of stresses , i.e. 
and office. are interrelated. 

Stress is an integral part of the natural fabri c of life. While stress 
have positive as well as negative effects. the negative effects 

I ~~j~v~~~~;;re;c~:e~i~y:e:~;a.~ll~e~n~t:ilon. There are various types of ups and downs, and internal. that interfere with the harmony of the 
Stress in turn, leads to both behavioural and 

I p~'Z~i~:f~~~'~ti,o~:Uu~tl~Ct~o.~m~~es. The behaviou ral ou tcomcs include factors Is . life satisfaction. performanccand absenteeism. 
is usually thought of in negative terms. It is thought to be 

by something bad. Thi s is a form of distress. But there is also a 
ve pleasant side of stress caused by good things. Psychologists 

1 ~::~~D~:,~e~r:th~ta~;t~i~n virtually every stressfu l encounter individuals tend to 
Il and emotion focused strategies. Studies have also 
leonO,_,.,' that males tend to use high.risk behaviours as way of 
reducing emotional tension. Psychological researchers have also high· 
lighted that a job can be a source of dissatisfaction and stress, too. 
Dissatisfaction at work may influence life pattern of the individual. 
Dissatisfied workers are reported to be unhappy in general. 

The process of transfer of stress emerges from the three well· 
ned primary domains - the individual. the fami ly and the work. 

personality factors such as "'Type A" or "Type 8" personality. 
personality, obsessionality. over·identification.low·risk taking 

sensation·seeking play an important functional role in the 
le"pe:ri,:nce and deve lopment of stress. Personal values. needs and 
1,,"n'W"" " '1S0 influence the development of stress, Stress is generated 

imliv,dllal's values or needs are threatened. 
Existence of stress as measured through stressfu l events. What is 

li rrlpclltrmt is how a person appraises stress and copes with it. Psycholo­
have experienced how patterns of coping and defense. as well as 
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their effects influence wellbeing. Stress 
coping is generally observed through posi. 
live effects (such as satisfaction) whereas 
defense is primarily and positively corre· 
lated with somatic problems and negative 
effects. Negative effects follow five indi· 
ces: anger. depression. anxiety. interper. 
sonal sen!:ti tivity and negative se Lf~esteel1l. 

Uncomfortable physica l environment such as high pollution level. 
heat. humidity, uncomfortable table/chair and heavy manual work 
create stress in the workplnce. Deadlines. shift work. long w()lkinlli 
hours. repetitive boring jobs. excessive travel and hazardous 

other job· related stress factors. Di fficulties in Illterpersonal r~:~~:~~ ::~ 
at work can cause st ress. Especially, in government offices. UI 

rituals and procedures. long hicrarchy of decision.making. Ill' lSulllcce:ml 
backup. poor prospects for promotion. di sobedience and unclear 
specifica tions <Ire factors causing frustration and stress. 

Stress is a dynamic condition in which an individual is confronted 
with an opportunity. a constrai nt . or a demand. This is related to what 
he or she desires and fo r which the outcome is perceived to he both 
uncertain and important. Stress can create physiological. ps:yclll010gicall.l 
social and behavioral problems. When an individual is ]J1spired 
achieve a cert3 in level of proficiency in the performance of task. fail 
or threat of failure to achieve certain goal produces st ress. Worldn.1 
under pressure of time also creates stress. In Nepal' s work context. i 
st ress is caused by various factors such as deadline pressures, ir 
equate career development opportunities and lack of opportunities 
travel ab road. Deuba. A. (1996) has studied the status and situation 

women in management in Nepal and concluded that the P:;:~~)~';I~~;:~~~I 
patriarchal culrure leads to discrimination of women in the 

Findings further highlight that colleagues and superiors un,Jer''''1 
timate women co·workers and are biased while aSSigning work. 
junior staff have no au thority to make independent dec isions. This 
10 psychological st ress in those at the receivi ng end. In the Nep.lesel 
environment. women' s double roles - reproductive and pHJOL,ellve 
puts them at a disadvantage in meeting deadlines. 

mum stress. The sc ience of coping allows~i:~,~~r~~~::!:~~:~!~:~~~~:~~,~1 psychological perspecti ve namely. the investigation of the 
between coping strategies. stressfu l events, social support s, 
appraisal. and health status. Individuals may try to I'edu""tress ttllO'u gll l 
bener management of time. nutrition. exercises. career planning. 
changes. promotion of psychological health . relaxation. meditation 
prayer. A psychologist uses a number of approaches for stress m,molge'l 
ment such as relaxation training. meditation. visual. imagery 
niques, bio·feedback, anx iety managcmenl procedures, sel f. regulation. 
st ress inoculation. 

Parker (1990) describes three sty les of stress coping: task·()[i(:m"dl 

strategies that attempt to sol ve a problem. ~;~~~:~:~~~~~i:~;~~:';~i~~~~~~~i:~i~1 mizing of the effects of problems. self·protection and 
reactions and avoidance·oriented strategies that avoid stress by 
out other people or by engaging in substitute tasks. On the 
behavioral medicine is applied in prevention. diagnosis and treatment 
the stressful persons. This kind of medicine provides a state of 
analysis of the role of social personality. and coping style in i 
Psychological and biological factors contributing to various physical 
disorders including cardiovascular and gastro·intestinal disorders and 
the efficacy of be ha vi oral intervention at the indi vidual and community 
levels. Stress in itself may not be bad. but unresolved stress proceeds 
difficulties at the psychologica l and physiological level. • 

Dr. Upadhyaya;s Cl senior ps)'chologisl (11 P&hlic Service Commission 
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The 8 to 8 banking facility lets you enjoy 

these featu res: 

This facility is available at the following 

branches: 

Iia Deposit • Main Branch, Thamel 

Iia Limited Withdrawal • New Road Branch (Evening Counter) 

Iia Foreign Exchange Encashment 

Iia Traveller 's Cheques' 

• Patan Branch (Evening Counter), 

• Birgunj Branch (Evening Counter)' 

Iia Credit Card Cash Advance • Bhairahawa Branch (Evening Counter ), 

New Rood Branch 
Bishol Bazar 
New Rood, Kothmondu 
Tel: 224787, 241479 

Hel1luda Branch 
Main ~ood 
Hetoudo 
Tel; 201 19 

• during normal hours ar Mam Branch & Palan Branch; 
up to 8 p.m. ar New Road Branch. 

-I- Travellers Cheques facility not available 

ti) :;;:~;::~~k limited 

Mahora jgunj Branch 
Teaching Hospital Complex 
Mahorojgunj, Kothmondu 
Tel: 424292 

Bhalrahawo Branch 
Prohcri Tole 
Bhoirohowo 
Tel: 24395 

( A joint Venture with Habit) Bank llmHed • Pakistan) 

Head Office & Main Branch 
Tridevi Marg. Theme! 

P.O. Box 20590, Kathmandu 
Tel: 227749, 250201 

Fox: 977-1-222800 

Telex: 2789 HIBA NP/2526 HIBA NP 
SWIFT: HIMANPKA 
E-mail: hbl@hbl.com.np 
Website: www.south-osia.com/hbl 

Polon Brof'lth 
Pulchowk 
Lolitpur 
lel: 535556, 535579 

NIISjorltot Branch 
Nogari<.oi 
Bhokwpur 
lel: 680070 

Birgunl Branch 
MClhabir Rood 
Birguoj, Parse 
Tel: 2~678 

Banking Witll a Difference 

Bharotpur Brorl(h 
BhorolfWr 
Chitwan 
lel: 24240 

Tandi Bnlnch 
londi 
Chitwon 
lel ~ 60750 

Blratnagor liaison Credit card Canter 
Offl(e Pul~ 

Gosworo ~ood , Birotnogor lol itpur 
lel: 24653 Tel: 544351 , 544352 



Casino Nepal 
Soaltee Compound 

Tahachal, Kathmandu 
Te' 270244,271011 
Fax 977-1-271244 

E-mail rdt@moscomnp 

Casino Anna 
Hotel de L' Annapurna 

Durbar Marg, Kathmandu 
Te' 223479 

Fax 977-1-225228 

Casino Everest 
Hotel Everest 

New Baneshwor 
Te!: 488100 

Fax: 977-1 -490284 
E-mail:everesl@mos.com.np 

Casino Royale 
Hotel Yak & Yeti 

Durbar Marg 
Te' 228481 

Fax 977-1-223933 
E-mail royal@moscom.np 
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